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SIR EGERTON BRYDGES, Bart. 

K. J. and M. P. for JUaidatone. 



KY DEAR FRIEND, 

It ouglit not to surprize you, 
that I should send this work into the world, 
under the sanction of your name, althoug^h 
I have not thought proper to give you any 
intimation, that I designed to do myaelf 
that honor. For the b'gh opinion which 
you have always expressed of the virtue? 
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and talents of the Writer of these Letters, 
and the near relationship of your amiable 
and excellent Lady, to the distinguished 
character to wliom they are addressed, ob- 
viously pdnted out the propriety of inscrib- 
ing them to you. Add to this, that it is iu 
a great measure, owing to your friendship, 
and to the warm and kind interest which 
you have, for so many years, taken in all 
tliat relates to me, tliat I have been induced 
to undertake this task. Because, as I have 
hinted in another place, I have been prin- 
cipally guided by your judgment, in form- 
ing my estimate of the Value of these 
Letters. 

In making this use, however, of your 
name and high reputation in the literary 
world, I do not mean to shelter myself 
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under it, and to shrink from the respon- 
sibility attached to the oflBce of an Edi- 
tor. Unless my own opinion had coin- 
cided with your better judgment ; unless I 
had been fully persuaded in my own mind, 
that this work would be well received by» 
and I hope useful to> the public, no other 
consideraUens should have tempted me to 
suflfer it to appear. But I am awars, that 
the affectionate and grateful regard, which 
I bear to the memory of my honoured . 
Relation, and my deep sense of the many 
obligations which I owe to her, might 
easily mislead my judgment ; and I there- 
fore wished for your opinion as to the 
propriety of this pubUcatlon. Upon this, 
above all others, I deared to rely, for rea^ 
sons which the world will easily guess and 
duly appretiate ; though the delicacy of 
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warm and sincere friendship will not suffer 
me to enlarge upon them, nor your modest 
sense of your own leAming, talents, and 
acquirements, permit you to allow. 

Believe me. 
With high regard and esteem. 

My dear Sia Egerton, 
Your sincere and obliged friend, 

MONTAGU PENNINGTON. 



Deal, 
March, 1817. 
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PREFACE. 



AFTER the puUication of Mrs. Carter*! 
CMresponttence with Miss TaHKit, and of her 
Letters to Mrs. Vesey, it may perhaps be proper 
to rtate the reasona which prevented the Editor 
frotn priating the present Collection of Letlen 
before this time, and which have induced bim 
to print them now. His intention was, not to 
pnblish any ntore of Mrs. Carter's Letters, be- 
cause he thought those which were akeady tn 
the bands of the public, were sufficiently toIk- 
loinoin, and gave a clear innght into her vray of 
thinking upon a great variety of interesting and 
important subjects. But there has been so targe 
a demand for the Letters already published, and 
they have been so much approved by those. 
whose opinion the Editor most regards, that he 

has 
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has been, for some time, doubtful of the pro- 
prie^ of bis determiDatipu. It has been oi^^ 
npoD him, by those few Iriends who have been 
alloired to perase, in manuscript, the Letters 
which are now Bubmitted to the public, {and 
more especially by one, highly valued and , re- 
spected, from whose judgment i^wn .«very lite- 
racy and moral aubject tliere caa-sowceTy Ke any 
^^eal) that Uiei;- general tendency WftS ao-eTcxcl- 
lent; that many particular passages went. so 
eminently beauUfpI; and tb^. considered aUo- 
.gethe^, jlhey were so interesting, th&t they could 
do no (Us<;redit to th^ established reputation of 
thQ. writer, and would probatdy mn^e an addition 
to, our doniiestic li^ratuie, both useful and entar- 
taining.. It has ^Iso been presumed that the high 
character and ^tti^tion in society, of the Lady to 
whom these Letters are. addressed, woqldgive^n 
eacceased interest to, the pixbjfcaj^oii,; for, as thp 
Series is completej they . m^y ^rve, . in some 
' degree, as a memoir of^ the le^'dfag evt^.ts of her 
life, from the date of Uieii- coramenccBi<sot. . 

Sach 
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Soch are the reasons which have induced the 
Editor to depart from his first intention, and to 
hi; these Letters before the poblic. They moat 
now stand or fall by their own' merits. But of 
the manner in which he has performed his task 
of Editorship! it m^y ^^ nf^ssajy to say a few 
words Jl>y way of apology. He has too mocb re- 
spect for the public, to* ui^e his many arocaUons, 
in the ■sitAatien in whith be is placed, in exte- 
'.niiAtion df' n^ligence or carelessness, if he 
sltoidd imftirtuBately hA found guilty of offences 
of that nature-; and, in that case, will rather 
' throw hinlself upon' the indulgence of his readers, 
than pl^d such an excuse. For jf it were weU 
founded, it should have prevented him fromim- 
^ertafcing the task at all But though a great 
deat of that continual reference to the health of 
the writer, which is pardonable, and indeed ha? 
tiiral, in bo intimate a correspondence, has bees 
omiUed ; yet it may possiUy be thought, tbatloo 
in&ch of it has still been allowed to remain. ' If 
jUie reader should be of that opinion, it canoDly 
be alleged in reply, that, in publishing letters, 

the 
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the epistolary form and maniier most be pre- 
terred ; that, in a long and affecUmiatc friend- 
idiip, such notices of the health of the writer are 
expected of coarse ; and that, if every tbng 
were to be expunged from lettera, but disqiBHr 
tions upon moral and rel^ons sul^ecttj the poli- 
tics of the ^ay, and opinions upon books, they 
would lose their chief interest : because that in- 
terest principally arises from the incidental men- 
tion of such topics, as they happen to come into 
&e writer's mind, from the camal circnmitaoces 
which had been before the subject of converaar 
tion, or fVom tiie varying chances of public or 
private events. The work would then be a col- 
lection of aphorisms, or c^inions, whidi would 
be valuable certainly, in proportion to the cha- 
racter and abilities of the authw, bat which, 
having no connexion with each other, wonld be 
reduced to the dryness of abstract truths. In- 
stead of sentiments flowing immediately from the 
heart, uttered extemporaneously as the immediate 
occasion gave rise to them, they wonld appear 
to have been the fruit of study, and written on 
purpose 
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]^rpbie for tfi^ pms. They would low vbat 
may he c&lled that local and personal chann, . 
which arises from their hein^ identified with the 
two friends, in whom, it is b^;)ed, the reader 
will take ao interest * ; and would be no ni(H« 
than any other moral or literary work of an 
eudior jinconnected with the present age, and 
unknown to the present gen»ation. 

A similar apology may aleo be pleaded for the 
freqoent mention of Ma. Carter's own fiimily. 
In a correspondence so long and unreserved, this 
piust of course be expected to occur, and though 
very gratifying to the parties concerned, (»nnot 
he supposed to engage the attention of the public. 
The for greater part, therrfore, of the anecdotes 
and account of the writer's family, has been 

* " Moveraui enim, neA:io quo pacto, locis ipeis, in 
quibns eonim quoa diligimus aut admiraniur, ads uut ves- 
tigia. Me qniiiem ip»e \\lw jiiratne Athens, non tarn ope- 
ribiu magniGcU, exquLsiiisque antiquorum artibus delecUat, 
quam recordalione ^uminoTUm viTorum, ubi quj^que habi- 
ture, ubi Kdcn, ubi disputBTc tit solitus." Cie. 

omitted. 
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omiUcdj especially the frequent notice? C0DCf;m- 
ing the Editor in his youth, which, as be web 
Mr8. Montagu's godsonj -vfaa a auhject continufilly. 
recurring in them. Still perhaps her own fy^\ly 
may fi^m to occupy a larger portion of.soipe of. 
Mrs. Ou-ter's Letters, than may be tl^yught 
proper or necessary, even allowing for all the. 
circumstances hefore mentioned. If this be so^ 
the Editor must seek for pardon in the kindn^ 
of the reader ; only observing that it may natu- 
iurally be expected, that many things relating, to 
bis own family, and the occurrences which fvere 
familiar to his early days, may not strike biro in 
the same light in which Ihey may appear to the 
public. And though they may, p^haps very 
justly, think sach circumstant^es superfinoos and 
uninteresting, he has suffered tbem to| retain their 
place in the Letters, because they did not seem 
such to him. 

With respect to anecdotes of other families, or 
persons, they liavc been allowed to remain, 
wherever th^re was, so far as the Editor knew 
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or believedj no person Ihring, whose Ceelings. 
could be burt^ or in4iose reputation could be in- 
jured, by tbeir publication. In some few cases, 
where the anecdote has been retained for the 
sake of the admirable reflections to which it gave 
ris^, tte name-of the parties concern^ has been 
omitted. Ineveiy instance, either of omissioa w 
of' publication^ the Editor has been conscien- 
tioQslj guidedj by what he thiokB would faaye 
been the wish of his veoenible and respected te- 
Jation herself. And no one who knew her, either 
personally or by character, can doabt ii£^.aTer' 
^ien to scanda], or her love of truth. . 

• It maypoosibly be found that the dales of flome 
few (tf -the Letters are not quite convct;. fx 
some 4^ them appear not to have b^^n-datedi ^ 
all, {probably from cBretessness, and of some the 
dates have been accidentally torn i£.. These 
have been inserted, as nearly as could be disca- 
covered, in their proper places^ but perhaps, in 
some Instances, erroneously. Of the latter Let- 
ters also, in some few cases, two, or even more, 
have 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



!»▼« been joined together. Aatbesewepe mostly 
very short, and nearlj' fitted wHh reftmcea to 
the bad health and increasing inSmnties of both 
parties, this wa^ Aftught the beat w^' of pre- 
serving Bome parts of them which ought not to be 
passed over, though 'tbo short td ford! a separate 
Letter. ' ' ■<■-.,...■■.,--- 

Iti general, the Editor' has T>een gdlded, in 
making his Efelection from these' Letters, iy the 
judgment of the same literal^ biend to whom he 
has before alluded, as commnnicated in a letter, 
|rom which, witfiout his knowledge, he will take 
the liberty of making the following extract. 
" The latter Letters are, as mfght bc^ expected, 
" less interesting than the early ones. (Md age, 
" I presume, brought on a certain degree of 
" languor ; and induced the writer to fill np her 
" pages more witti common chit-chat, wad to 
" avoid the attempt to derelope deep and inte* 
".rertmg topics. 

** What I consider most worthy ftf selection 
, , " are 
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" aie opinioitt on bodu, life, and morab ; and 
" cv«n if ft private character is drawn' with 
" power, eloqnencei and nicety of distinction, it 
** becomes valuable and instmctive, thongh the 
^ name may be but litUe known. 

" The selection of that, which partakes of the 
*' ordinary newspaper politics of the ^y, re- 
" qinres great caution ; bat sometimes when it 
" be^s to recall the series of public events to our 
" fiidiog memories, and to impress upon us, of 
" what IttUe comparative consequence, are many 
'■' circumstances, which tilled people al^lhe mo- 
" ment with fear and astonishment, it becomes 
" useful; and it is more amusing when it affords 
" us aa opportunity of seeing such events and 
" drcunutances registered in combination." 

One more circumstance remains to be noticed, 
concoming which the Editor feels much greater 
diffidence, and istands in need, he fears, of all 
the reader's indulgence. He has ventured to 
add a few notes . to the Letters, partly explana- 

TOL.^ a tory, 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



km 

tary, and racfa 4s hf . hoped nygH fl44 ^ittieir 
interest, and in some few in^n<^pnt^v Itt 
tbese last, he has (tccasiopally^ (liippg¥ ^f'lifkifif, 
indulged himtelf in references to. And qiKiMiOM 
fronij the deUghtfuI atadies of his t/tiAiBf 4sytf; 
delightful! not by comparison With the MibUiMi 
ohjects, to which both bi* proGeisioaMidindUaa*' 
tion have long since.led him to feun Jiia Ami{^M 
aiid attention : nor «ven bjttbair.awv wbiiuit? 
nine confinned by the voice of ages, ^ wkimuih aa 
by their being associ^d in hv miad.wMli-tiKua 
youthful ., - .. 

• 

" Soeno.vkote pleasarci fied too fast, 

" And Iwun nflst Titlu'd noW they're put ^ 



on which the soberness' of advutced yean s( but 
too apt to dwdl with pleasure, thotigh by no 
means to wish for their return, for those notes 
wl^eli have a higher tendency, and are df^igned 
to "ptAat oittaihe particular notice of the reader^ 
some parages of superior importance in a reli- 
gftitttr fcAtit of view, the Hiditot- hopes that nd 
^wlogy mft be thought neccHary. Those who 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



1^ down to ihe fierusal of these lictters, with n? 
View to moral, literary, or religious improTe- 
ment, inS certainly derive from them neither 
Vinmitage nor pleasure ; biit he ventures to in- 
didgetVe hope, that they will not be found wholly 
mproAtdble, nor even devoid of rational amnse- 
tmtait, by tiiose who read them upon better and 
Wottbkee principles. Whoever has known either 
the persoti, or the works. Of the escellent and 
tuaitfble vt'riter of these Letters, will feel per- 
«eti^' confident, thdt if the world is not bettered 
by their pablic^on, it will, at least, not be in- 
jured ; and that the vrhole 6f their general ten- 
dency, like t^at of the life of their author, mn»t 
\x the good of her felbw-creUares, and the . 
^ary at her Cteaior. 

Let the Editor be permitted to add concerning 
himself ; tbat in this, certainly bis last publica- 
tion upon this subject, and probably upon any 
other, for increasing years and increasing occu- • 
patioii^ steal something from his studies every 
day ; be has not lost sight of that same great 
* principle, 
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principle, which has indeed hitherto guided his 
pen in every thing which be has written or pub- 
lished. Let him be allowed to say, with no dis' 
honest pride, that he has never yet published a 
liiie which he could wish to obliterate ; and that 
he has therefore the comfort of looking forward 
to a death-bed, not embittered by the thought, 
that he shall leave any thing behind him injurious 
to that society, which it is his, and every man's 
duty to endeavour to improve. So that if his 
humble talents have failed to make the world 
wiser or better, they have at least not been em- 
ployed in doing it harm; neither disgraced by 
the propagation of &lsehood or scandal, nor by 
' the base attempt to make vice less odiou!, or re^ 
ligion less engaging. 
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LETTERS T(> Mks. MONTAGIT. - 



, . Deal, ^ufMrf U, 1756. 

"W^ITH ha]£.a ray^of twilig^t^ an,4, the coq- 
futjoii of. a he^ that has been past all day oa 
a pillow, I am but ill qualifieil to answer'youi* 
letter, my dear friend.', T'Srilt'TiWeverj' at feasf 
thianfe you for it, for feai* I sfaonldb be' prevented 
to^wrrow/ as probably Bomis of. Ijb«m nu^. cyni,e 

veiyjearly. , . . ,, j_ . ^^.^ . 

I was oblig;ed to supply the deficlences of 
Tacitus by having recourse to Suetonius, whom 
one ought to respect, I believe, as a useful writer, 
though it is impossible not to grow tired of him 
as^a very crabbed and disagreeable one. I join 
with you in regretting that we have lost the fine 
lurid picture which would have been drawn of 
this reign by the pencil of Tacitus. It is difHcuIt 
to judge of two such monsters as Tiberius and 
Caligula, which waa the most detestable; yet 
' -perhaps therfe seems to be rather more excuse for 
the wretch who discharged od mankind part of 
TOi. 1. B the 
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the horrors ihot racked his own, breast, thaw fiir 
the other, whose cruelties were a mere wanton 
tppit, sad were practised cqn amore, . What- 
ever was th« diSerence of their guilt, .the s^f- 
tormentiug tarn that devoared the ooe, and the 
: frolick devil thai amu«;d the other, .w<^eL ^u^I 
. niischiefs to the Romans, thoujU. the last wav-thc 

mpet insapportahle, as miseiy must be a^ravated , 
. bjf contempt '....'. 

, I vviU raake your conij)IimefttS;ta M|8„.^n^- 
down.. She is returned from "Winghaav;; ^ri. 
' Douglas is gone there,: aud before th^ epd. of 
-, the summer, I must spend. a£evr.daj^8tha:e:-80 
, ,-^^h«wre* you will ijiiiik there is a mam^jpui 
friendship and alhance between the states of Deal 
; «nd Wii^am*. 

:■' Tt"? . «*'^'""**^ you so kindly vvlahed might be 

' ^ tui agJ^ev^Ie one, has been most completely .sck 

. "My frirads took me with them when they nient 

' fuii'aTLew.Qf the Kentish coast, aud have sh^wn 

jHte aome parts of this charming country wbich I 

was :a Atrainger tq bcfOTe. The roadfrom C^* 

. ^>.lerbuiy .to. Dover was quite new to me, and the 

projects 9X& $xtregacly fine,, one half tbr9^£h a 

. jc£untry liighly cultivated and flourishing, and 

'* Wiiigha'm Ho»ap,7ialf vny hetWeett Snn^ieli aiH Can- 
Wttrary,' -Wfts thtn cJre »«rt«f Lady Pallwer, wdtw •! % 

. - th« 
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<h<^bl!i«'Vadl/aria pleasfnglj VbtAttftffc; How- 
ever, aa MgMy iJeH^ted as I Ani with thia ntcw 
discovery, it has by nam^tifi rivalled my favonta 
^Iks and presp^cU Between Deal and Caritei-bO^y* 
I am sorry to 'find that Miss Botbam seems to 
liave received so little benefit from ^stol/ It 
oftea l^periv liowtnrar, that 6ie effect of ilhe 
■Vftteik ^ more-«eittlMy fek. after aome time than 
upon the spot, and I wish there may be an in- 
stftnce of it jo hfr c^e, I beg my compjiments 
to her. 

I hope by Mr. Isa^seh's codipletihg hi» part, 
your affairs are now etifirely settkid in -the 6oU 
liery, &c. Are you to go into NoF&iitilibfirhnid 
thj» year? 

" Your Augustus would not hWe befen the tool 
of' Livia, if he had ;iot been 0)6 slave of his own 
' passions. A wise and great man wbo-is sediiced 
by the artifices of a bad womaiij witti T^'pm he 
was originally connected in a fair and bjiiese 
way, may be a pit'ia'ble instance of humair wieii- 
ness. But the marriage of Augustus with Livia^ 
was in itself an act of ii^aatice^ and a wicked 
outrage on dl the rights of civil life *. 

-Your 

* The MurtBgawBii in t-wry way diK^acefuI. August^SJ 

^inuelf ibe^iubafid of Scriboaia, t«n iu love with ^via, tba 

wifs of Tiberius Nero, and at that tin» (at «lTaiic«4 fa b^f 

B. 3 pregaancy 
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- Your meditations, sui dio, I imagine must 
have .been interrupted by thk alteration of wea- 
ther ; 1 tiope you find no . other inconvenience 
iron) it. It crippIeB me from head to foot with 
the rlteumatient ; J hope to be repa^d/or jt when 
the weather becomes pmctica;bley by jlndi^ th« 
iieJd8<brightened;iiito a new vi^ure. 

AdieUi my dear fneiid. . 



LETTER n. 

•• - - - ■■ ■ _ - - peaWw^ is; 1758. . 

. ^ , ■. Notwithstanding all your present in- 
cumbrances, you must give me leave, dear Ma- 
dam, very sincerely to rejoice in the news you 
^re so good to send me. It is no wonder that 
you have hitherto found nothing very cheering 
in this " cup of fortune." The first bustle anS 
hurry renders the draught a little turbid; but 
when it comes to be perfectly well settled, I hope 

pregnancy by bint. Atigusfin divorced ScNbonia, csea 
jiiuwg lier conlini.-meDt in child-bed, and marrird Livia, who 
had abt> been divorceii by Nero for that porpow, without 
-e»eti wiiting' foF h«r dclhvry. ■ And Iter sod Dmsus,' by 
Nero, pas born about three moiitha after her marriage with 
, Augustuit 

'. . . - . you 
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you will find it mighly drinkable and good.- 
A-ftera!l, thwigh riches maybe useJesa or mis-, 
cbieroos implemettts.in the hands of avarice and. 
folly^ to a rtght4Brt)ed mind they are a very r^. 
and importantblessing; and may you long enjoy, 
every, advantage ^tbey are capable of bestowing!. 
- i fet0p^ telfjrig a^ktng' journey is good for your 
health ; 1 wish you fead-inforjued me it is, when yoUi 
told jne-yoH' were to^ravel two hundred and eighty- 
miles. It is merely lo entitle myself to the, perfbr*. 
mance of y:oiir promise of writing to,nie; when you 
are got to theendof-your j,oumey, thatindbcei 
me to take a pen in my hand, when my spirits are 
so low that I find great difficulty in making use 
of it. In ■ answering some enquiries you once 
kindly made about "my- family, I believe I told 
you how happy my bi'other * was in a wife. Thai 
happiness, alas! ^s no more, to the. inexpressible 
affliction of us all ; he has lost her at three and 
twenty! Youth_, health, , gay spirits, an easy 
fortune, uncommon accomplish m^ts of person 
and understanding) a hu^b^nd of her own choice, 

* Her dflest brother, John Carter, Esq, of Deal ; a geii- 
tlemaii who, to the most brilliant tdlents and first-rate abilities, 
added all the advantages which science, joined with di-ep and 
extensive learning, could give. The lady here mtntioned, 
his lirtt wife, whs sole daughter aiid beirest t* Jobn Under- 
di»wn, luitl* cf Deal, ,. ; 

and 
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ahd who iovcd her tvith the most excessive degree 
of ftflecfioh; fagetned to open' the fairest proepi^ctft 
<Jf htfe bfefore her r and one is fObliihly apt to In- 
crease the' bittertiessof grief, by indulging each 
eonsiderations as these : biit they at* ■wrong', and 
oughtto be suppressed. That Proridcriee wtiieh 
looks at one view throug'h every eirehmstance-tif' 
6\ii existence,* determines cerfeirtly vriih' ihfiiiite 
irfgdotff and goodncssy the pmper''hd«k''o^ils 
change, Yet- irrth^ the moat enth^e Sfriptl^t M^ 
sigiiition to the dispositions of Heaven', baman 
weaknesir^Bl suffer^ aod we are aUffwgdttf fert 
those sdrrowA - . ■ :• v ^ .j 

^ : f '^I) tcb ' He wb*. t»uU tke watlU eont|uu)| 
.■'■.■: .^KJdjiwtTJisJaHitojbMr." 

Mj pwn loss by this eveiit is not merely ttiat of 
l^sjster-in-lawr SHe was the only child of my 
toosi intimate friend in this place, and I hftreliatf 
fi constant connection with her, ever since she w^ 
twTR) Yet, what is my loss, compared with that 
6f b^^hnsbiand andher mother ! As } spend the 
greatest part of' every day with her, my mind i^ 
^ perpettialty fu}} of one sad subject, that it is 
difficult for me to tjirn my thoughts to an^ otherj 
which I hope will be an excuse for my sayii^ sq 
much abont it to yoq. YOu will feel some good- 
Ufitwe^ coppero for my present melapchdy sitm^ 
tiop; 
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tiaa^ but I })ape iti« Cor my gnod. Sach ey«tUi 
ara-^ desigiaed to. £onv«jr very ioipprtaqt ksf^pq. 
wbipUi if they, wre propeiiy attended to, must 
rmdarone,tfafe wiser 4adbeUer«uudi:onae£|ju<ntly 
ia^e «nd, iiU«^ii>ly ttie Jiappieff. 

I «n ^lad our friend Einin * is retjimH ift 
safety^ I cvniQt help .wistun^ him, if our bwn 
arny as not a proper school, with Prince Perdi: 
mnd, who, if what tb« p^.eca «(y pf hiia be 
truf , app^vs W Ik perfectly: a. Gliristivi boro, - . 
-Tbeineit te»9iU« plMsorerl have, i« |th«,fayqr- 
^ble reception gtven.tp Gpictetus, is by, consider- . 
ing it aa a proof that people in general are.pletts«d 
with a well-meant endeavour to promote the cause . 
of Christianity f, and tho8& who hare nerer-given 
themselves time to listen to better arg-uments, 
may be temptedj by the influence of fastiioq^ jto 
<;onsider these. I may be'eKowed tooj I hope, 
to 1>^ - 9£iiccahly aSectc4 by the good-natured 
pki^jmr^ which any tittle degree of reputaiioa 

'■'* For BR account bf this Armenian bero of rol^nncab fee 
iht.Biiiwr'a Praftco t6 (he LoMfw, betiire«J> Mt»i C«rtei and 
JUif» Talbot, He (K(i irftcrwards scire under Vnwfe f«rtJi- 
IMtid. .Hl^diiidatCalcutU, inlSin. 

• f For the manner in which Mrs. Carter attemptcJ to nrrv' 
this exceilent dcsigiL into execution, in her translation of 
EpiGt«tas, tho reaile^ miUt bu ccfcrred ti> fai-r own admirabl* 
Pfdbce t* that w^rk^ and to the Leil«» beiweeu hvr awl 
MinTalbob -. . - 

this 
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this work has met withj gives to my friends. -I 
am more happy in the permiscion you give me to 
cODsidei: you in this ntnnber^ than I have at prer 
sent spirits to tell yon, Euid can only add tbcaaui'- 
rance of my being, with einccre eirteem ami 
affection, . ■ ■ i 

DeuT'Mactttm, &c. . : .!■. 

P.S. Remember you am to write to me.vlMB 
you are got into the North, and I htupe %y Had. 
time to reeeive.a bett^aecovBt of your -bodtfa. 



LETTER m. .... 

Deal, jfug^iMl 18, 1758, 

You must, I fear, have thought bbc 
-straigcly insensible, my dearMra. Montagu, t(> 
the fevour of a letter by which I, in reality, ^t 
myself so much obliged. But indeed, thouglvl 
have every day longed to thank you for it, a 
wretched indolence has continuaHy furnished me 
with excuses for putting it off. The strdng'Wish 
of hearing from you again, has at last broken the 
charm, and I am determined no longer to forbear 
entitling myself to the hope of knowing how you 

gq 
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go on iatiiti. stwnge .4>stfM^t r^|^i^-t9.,f(lu^ | 
ini«^4ejpiLare,-t)y.tJi^»,tin)e,'U^ii6port^..f .P«ajf 
anbnat:]iyoa iviUim Ae S/fcfiCQirqlej' ^ad;ia. fn4. 
4iHj;poks; stai) dkcictb!^ lOve^.jyeur ^^ead?. PoQf 
■oslVibfxtKis-Jt'PfWsitiJie.thai.rjKiu who, evei^ ui 
Xioiulon,.iised to wish for'the warm suns. of I^t|^ 
di'odid fac::«bJe[tQ subset in mch a frozen cHmat^ 
But p^haps y<Hi keep youis^f ^om; absolute per 
■iwfiw:tMttJlQD the/delectftttle eipercise of ^ea^hfint- 
IMg. ::! kiH>w not^ whether it jg iis^al to pat l^acs 
'jiL:ajBacmv,^tiif . jtfua.aibeoyld keep any by you, -J 
shifll be oUiged to you for. a cub, which I should 
^eatly_prrfet as the more stoical animal, either 
■to a monkey or a parrot. 

Would you not imagine by all this idle stuff 
tiifttlwasin very good 'spirits ? Helas! I; wish 
-I could say, i Had exactly fdlovred the perfectly 
right advice which you so kindly gave me, of 
Twiilg B- good d«al of eicrcifiC;. The great uiir 
certainty tif the weather .has often served me ra« 
'an excuse £or neglecting it, thoo^ J am sensible 
'tJi^tbis is a circuihstance which, in a more cheer- 
■Jul:t«)aper, I should .not.hajre regarded;. but, in 
-Boi^ diBpositimis, . every- shower app«»fs,% , de- 
luge, ^d e»e»y sephyr a stqtln. Hto-nfeve^ , I 
have lately walked a good deal, aad hope to t^ 
\\ifi lietter for it, but at present . there is such a 
4ead 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



deadwf^ht vpon n^ heart,. -w checks «i«t]r 
•ffart r imlce uee of to rnae my spuHtii YhX : 
hope Ian perfectly icMible ef the iunsmeirrid*.. 
UeoDi^ I taj6y, aAd that leaiirfly «cqui«te«. 
m.ihe disposition of Piovidenqe with xeguid. to.: 
tbat^rent wbicb I feel with sopaai&laamsi'f 
bXty*; Tkat very sensUiility, I Mt pentia^^diti 
^ my good. } have iiatBfalty-a«tnAgeJb^ibir, 
ia&tUine fondness fsr lif^ and «ai tattatmf^-Vfttf 
to be pleased, and play n^selE uleep wiih^Mn^i: 
ukllfciaidle oarrien diipoetMsAfice^p<MeftinM|^ 
awakenini; stroke to eRc^ifctennlieiinipQilM^. 
ptnmdttand better exptfCMtoiw. rMyfJuwli^iiflC' 
vrbkb yon kindly deare sn accdifnt ;iib 1 Hbukk: 

Godi HHKh M UalMl. . , ;:, ;. ,,_ 

s IJMUtiJy oongmtulRte yoo.oti^iQ'pl^NarejrpiL: 
tfftmA ^y se^H^ Mi;% Scott t.a^d the .9^ 
«peo^ith«donyovarb«i)th. May tiiU and «v«)3^ 
oOier blessing be Imig contiaaed to yqu.l 1aii;|^ 
{p«aUy ol3%«d to^er fcur the^pnour she ioe$ jfm, 
4itdb<^ you_>viU be so good to present my «w^« 
pliments and thanks t« her. I £nd .RiyaieJ'E' V:U^, 
happy ia^fijhe tbinig))t«f your repreeciiting me to 
her in the character of your friend, and am per- 
fectly sensible in how advantageous a light tbb 
circo^i^nce mtntmake'me appotrto h<rr: ' 

• Tlic death of her brother's wife before-raM^afedi i: 
^ SiiUi to Mrsi Montagu. 

I hear 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



11. 

I-hcaiiiurArmeDfaa hero* n~ gancr to gatber 
ImiiU iii'-theititiiay of Prince Ferdhun^ mil 
tetittty with him gdoA swxesa. I find^peof^ 
tae'^uiMa^ ft»lr oui^ foreeit at Louiibourg^ which I 
fKl M)( dirff tvil^ die ctmcern of an EngfiA^ 
trMiAB, buVtUKpArtttitil&rly sorirfor Mm B^ 
<lAm#%-*f -Mlm^on, -becoote (Ae is ydor fAtiA,' 
Afttietifil^Tif :«ite''\mk to jadg« without pn^^dke^: 
it^tylftnineMt fatve 'cather EVem^ te Ei^iihiHe 
JthM-^cDiudtry i I bate jnst finished Ant^ Sott'i 
SiMS^^Sf't^ €DM(tHfr o£ Mesieo, wbicl^ ul 
a^M^dfi^thftYtftioraUe «q)raen{atfonf wliick« 
1^ 6«ttltt)Iie^i^ritarnc<i^d make of -tbiaruiriQitr 
liti^etl OUR With herrar. .If the affitir wad •ot' 
too serious and important for i^tculc, one ahdidt 
tKQj^K "^^ Iteulily at the soleitiif encooAiiiu 
wfiteh fioliis gives Hist couiittyrtefi/Wlitiiertf th*jr- 
fScil^Hown 9omi idol of thelndtarts, flaklsatttii 
afi'idiage of (bar owii in it« roofti. 
''T bbpe you' win sdoA giveme^pleitBttrtf «( 
h&rhig yda are ;^eifectly well} and thst-^itf 
dtnhetRneabeitow ft thought on, ~- - "r 



-• Emi^-^e.po^W the preredbg Letter, 
■^ Wife of AJrairal Bosc»weQ, wh? coiDOMndetl tHe i 
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LEtfER IV. 



Deal, Novdmber 1, 1758. 



. I WILL not atteinpt, my dear ISfrs, Mon-. 
togu, to describe what I felt on reading; ypui; 
letter. If you think justly either of yojirself oc 
me, you must easily guess in what ipanner I was 
affected by it. Alas, while I was often pleasing 
myself in imaginary , conversations with you, I 
little suspected the danger I was in of losing all 
hope of their ever becoming real ! ^ Yet there is 
always reason to be apprehensive for a life like, 
yours, when one considers how often that obser- 
vation is verified in a general sense, which Tacitua 
makes on the favorites of a particular people-^— ^ 
breves et infausti generis humani amoves *: a 
nielaiicholy event, but whenever it happens, or- 
.dered na doubt with a gracious intention, ia a 

■ •", " Sed breres temper et infausli )iojm]i Rumani amorcs" 
Mm. Carter':! atteniiiis, when she wrote thU letter, seems to 
have been w hoi IjF obctipiud with her I'rieini'a recent dangpr, 
imd she thought not uf the Intiiuty of the passage which she 
upplies from Tacitus. It would otherwise have been vciy 
gviitifyiiig tu have hud the opiniun of so ciiticitl and exci^Ment 
Ji scholar, upon the nicu ([itesiiuii, whether the wurd mtfiria 
be admissible as good Latin, in the sense iu whi^b thc^uUiqr 
UMS it. 

stiUc; 
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state which admits nnly of imperfect wisflom and 
virtoe, and in wlilch" distinguished cxc^Iience and 
its .niecessary consequence, general esteem and 
affettion, are such' powerful temptations to the 
. giddy conetitiitlon of the human -heart; tempta- 
iiff'nh hdwcver/ \vith which all' who know you. 
must wish you may have yet many years to 
a'trtigglej and against which you are' anned witir 
the only principles by which they can be subdued. 
"Providence^ I hope, has' restored you to your 
•dihMs,' and Withdrawn you from the borders oif 
'tile graVe," to a long enjoyment of every blessing 
this wbf 111 -has to bestow, and to a long exercise 
^mdtlie highest improvement' of every virtue that 
can iritrease your happiness in a better! Mr. 
'Mc^tagu'; r hope, is sufficiently recovered* from 
"the alarm Which your danger miist have given 
hiiii, to be Sensible to' the redoubled joy whicb 
wisAs from a blessing, which had' been given 
loyer as lost. I cannot help hoping, ^at thfs 
'terrible accident, by-ui operation • more -viOl^ift' 
■tlan anypbyarcian wolild have- venturbd to pre^ 
'scribe, may have produced such a changeof coiV- 
'stituti6n, as' to render! your health more strong 
iand ccAiatant.than it was before, 
.'' J. .heartily.! condole itith -yon on the -loss of 
;yoiipho6se-keeper ; you deserved sucha treasure 
■nMafaHhUil, servant, by khawing how to s^t the 
'.■.-, 5 proper 
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proper iraloe cin tt There mwAA he many More 
probably of ttie same ehamcteras yeb ^eaciribe, 
if their gHperiors had ganerostty enough ta 60n- 
niler them, ai ytm do, in a. fmpN light. Okie 
too ofteD »ees pec^le act as if tiiey:tfaougtat:tfae 
dependance. was wholly on on« side, aad "^ if 
they had no idea, that the seretalirelationt df fife 
coitfiit in a mutual aid, and redprocelioii <tf 
bescfita. ' 

I am much di}%ed to you Ibrtbe hondr j^tm 
bxre done my Ikvo^riU Livj, by eo charming said 
■ mo jurt a pictare of him. The g«nius ofGreec^ 
is equally indebted to your description, which M19 
^muld think had be%n composed on (be buil^of 
HystDS, rather than on thtue of the Tyne. 

The course of my leadiag has lately beMi-in- 

tempted by two or three little excursions to Okor 

- t^bury, which I mikde mther from principle thau 

inelkiation, tbo«gh there are aeversi peqpde there 

whom I esteem And hnre. My fipirits have bben 

90 shocked and Repressed by this melancfat^y 

sanmer, ^t I thou^t it right to talte any op- 

poittinUy^ef varying Uie scene, that prqierly &U 

in the way, though my ioclinatioa very stron^y 

' opposed it. Reading wis the amusement -wfaldi 

' 1 foaud'b^t nited to my indolent state of mind, 

- atMBt served as an 4^iaiet0 some pakiftd^afoj^cts 

■of tftr thottghti ^But, liketrthernpfiatai I?«»- 

v.v - 1 ceived 
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«wv9d4t.w8^<tftlo^g:.4^tal ettect^ tmd I fbund| U 

: ^ttiteJaepesssry tq',«ideavo*r to rouse myself, I 

.bv/9 iipQpa^apied', my brother, or rather he baa 
' JMen EO'gDod toiacciHnpany me, m tluve sr fimr 

vBf.ii^{m&tt^eijoami«s, and I hope w« «re botil 
':.. Si» baU.er,fm tbaOi. \Vc have seldvai bwn. ab- 
I'ifeat for,ii^(Mrei4»f! fiigbt; yejt this iias broke in 
. «^0j^ier^;Hl&{::^%ck.^.$pine w£elu,.»nd pot 

Kie quite out of mediod, wlik^ 1 4o oot re^oA^ie- 
i ^;a«tH:4^^ve^ j^j^iiic^ betiCer fiw lae. I have 
l.)e^)M¥il«j(3^ltei9tely,«iid th«t^ been chidiy 
: JilflSe^eil^. «^eflrft tft )ne ^t^ Jawente^ 

bettM: thE(n it was twelve w fourteen (^ai^jigp. 
.:C^>stieju$ seeffiB M> l»e. m^ch iiioi:^ f)i%. Slider- 
..i^<>d, and better p^ractised now.Uifi&sijt Wfi#: ia 
-.f^e infancy of CbxiBtiqa states ; an^ tb^ugl^ to 
<,;-the scaudol of Uie reUgJon of peace^ aidb^n 
:■ ,|tiU lio^^ies 80 much havock in the eartfaj thace ia 
.-.4;ei1;^niylesS;pe£»9n8lcoKltjj^d injustice, t^ 
- when it ■ ^as ^upEQ^ed that the murder of a rival 
ona brother^ jmw ta be Rioted by bttildii]« « 
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hi{^jr Jijr^the kitimiedge of your heipg got s«fely 
therev a» soon asZ^on £aa wrjre mt^iout fati^e. . 
I have . little or no prospect of conyng to town . 
thia^ winter :. hut I' feel a very sensibl^ple^ore . 
in the honor you dp_ mej by kiodiy expr^sing a., 
wiah to meet me there. I fp^wi myself too tfta^_ 
' d^ly interested in the account ^qb ^re. me of^ 
tee situation you had been in^ tobeabl5ift4eJayi 
writing till after your retnrn-frojo the Korthcaoi. 
assurmg you of the joy I fpel-oq your jrecQvery^ 
from 80 alarming a dangerv A.life.likeyotur's i» of, 
eitensive concern,; hut very j;iarticularty ii^pQrV' 
-tant to. one engag;ed by so many instances cmL 
'kind regftrd, as you have hftd the ^laodnesa. to 
■discoyer for. 

Dew* Matkra, &c, . 



" tETTfift. V. "' "' ' / 

^ '• "~ .", ''" -fieri; /«»wyra,'l7i9f ■' 

You6atter my vanity very agreeably, 
' drar Ma^ny by expressing a d^ire of h^inf , 
' from me sow : and I should bav«. writ jititf gooa-.- 
*er thaOl dojif 1 had' not been prevented hyaS' 
'" untoward head wbieh ir mighty apt to frndfiilt« 
ma J 
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wmayauhauat'mtKatiaaafmyhmri. Indeedl 
imve eveiy day longed to return you ray nnecrat 
thanks for to many (diUgmg equvasions of affec- 
tioa and iriend^p ai yoa honour me with ia 
your letter, yet very h^ly a> I esteem ereiy in- 
■tance of reganl which you are so good to ex- 
|wen for me, I feel a real mortificatiiHi }n the re- 
flexion that h is to the too adrantageoat idea yoa 
iMtvc fiwcd of mc, and not to what I redly ao^ 
A^ I am indebted for a happiaesB to wUch I 
tmve ao pretence from any such excellence, as 
you Idadly suppose me to be possessed o£ In- 
deed I do not deserve one half of the fine thing* 
whidi yoB say, I believe very sincerely, as they 
are addreit to the picture which your rivid and 
food natnred imagination has drawn of a very de- 
fedtre original *. If ( have any qnalifications 
tbat intitle me to a share in your iesteem and af- 
fiectioD, as some I hope I have, I owe them entire- 
ly to my being a Christian : some of the least 
•rilt pertiaps that would have discovered them- 
Mlres in my composition was I any thing else, 
are, that X should have been a stoic, a met^hyii- 

* By those who diJ not know Kirs. Carter, this may pas. 
lifely becouudeied «ian ftffectaticn of modesty ; but the Edi- 
tor would not luiipresi the pnsakge because he is sure that 
thme who did know her, irill be of a very different opiuion. 

. Toi- ^ . C ^ cian, 
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cnf), a 1>ear. and a vU *. Do not be ft-jgbted ; X 
ktii fid sfich beast at present : and I do not disa- 
vow Jour favourable opinion to much from' any 
great harm in me, as that I am not half so wise 
and good as yon suppose, and as I heartily wish 
to be. Then why do hot you set abciut it, fool; 
£pictetu» would say^ — very true, and 1 will see 
What can be done^In the mean time, my dear 
Mrs. Montagu, can you condescend to love a Very 
faiod'erate share of merit, upon the terma-ot find' . 
iffg much to Overlook and forgive ! If so, I sheA 
be happy in your friendship, otherwise, alas ! S 
Can have no claim to it — I am vexed and ashamed 
'of saying 30 much upon k aubject so insignificani 
ks myself ; but I cannot bear yuu should be de^ 
ceived, and think more highly .of me than I d&l 
serve. I am unreasonable enough towish you ttt 
be convinced of my faults and follies, and Jet td 
continue to love me in spite of them all. Such 
indeed in some degree must be the condition of 

' Tbiii })assagF, if Mrs. Carter may be supposed to have 
known jicrself, (the rarest of all knowledge) gives us a curious 
insight into her natural character. It will remind the classi- 
cal rcailcr of what Socrates, the best and wisest of all the 
hciilhen pliilosophcrssrtid of himself. And it is very consonant 
to Mrs. Curter't piety, as eiL|>ress«d to the very close of Iter 
life, to ascribe every good (juality that she pissessed, to the 
ilifluenceofthc Cliiisiian lleligioi'. 

• ■'• all 
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-all hiort^ frienddhips, ^ut I kmi sensible thalt I 
stand in ne^ <^80me particular indul^nce. 

What shall I say to the reasons which you Ao 
kindly ui^ for my coining to town this winter. 
Though 1 eonfeflsthat as yousutpect, the wicked 
: enchantresa Indigence baa too strong air influenot 
- 4>v«r me, I would break throug^h that charm, if jt 
-'vas iUI that kept me here, it would be strangely 
stupid in me not to love London, as the only place 
ivhere I shall have an opportunity of seeing maqy 
£a<»ids to whom J am very highly obliged, and 
from whom I am sore to receive eo much im- 
provement and' pleasure. But iinluduly (I ain 
going to trust you with one of my foHies) lean 
fasve no enjoyment of London unless I am in a 
lodging, and that would be a greater expence 
than it would at present be prudent for me to 
indulge myself in. i honestly own I hare refus- 
ed two invitations ; one, as I should be at k great- 
er distance from you than I was before, you will 
not so much regret — forgive the vanity of an ex- 
pression which youflUthonze me to use ,- the other 
pretty near you, fi-om a person whom I love and 
«teem, and with whom J might have all the lir 
berty that a more rcaaonaWe creature would de^ 
ain^ Bat my ^irit.^ liberty it strai^y un- 
tmetaUe and wild ; I must have something like 
a homa; somewhere to rest an aching head wUh- 
c '2 out 
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put^irtng any liody ^ny trOQ^ble ;. and some houn 

jnore .absolutely at my own disposal than can be 

^ . had- in any other situation, . Id the necessary ar- 

__■ tide? ef life, to submit with iranquiUity and good 

humour to unavoidable inconveniences i» equally 

,'«ne's riitler^-an^ -duty ;.-but .iii mattersof mere 

.'.ple^surei-^nd superBuityy one may haza delicate 

- anii >rbimatc^i^. ..where no body is burt by it, as 
,' one pleases. I Kbould not have given you such a 

long detail of my reasons^ if ypu had not exprtsi- 
/.*d yoyrwlf on this sulyectin a manner so oblig- 
ing, that it would have Jpoked like, an ungratefiil 
kind «F sHllepneM to teH you tout court, that I 
„ ppuld not .come; thODgh perhaps I have done 
■ myself eo great credit by my explanation, unless 
yon have great toleration for the perverseness.of 

- an independent spirit. - , 

I will not troubl^ you for the feshionai Je French 
quarto, as from your description of, it^ i believe 
it would do me _np manner, of food.'. Too many 
of the Preneh^^yriiei's 1 fear Jire;4^f the samp, cha- 
racter as you represent .this to he :„ they^ affect to 
introduce a kjnd, o.f gay morality go tricked out 
. in plames and clinquant, that .an' incautious rea- 
der will riot presently discover, that all this finery 
is merely to disguise a system of wickednc^ find 
inftdelily. I'am heartily sorry tp find Jhat-your 
, health still needs soine particular attention. Vou 

have 
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hftve certainly great merit ip submitting to tli* 
prescription of indolence. Indeed one can 
' scarcely imagine how iUcK an active ipirit aa 
~ yours can ci)mpty with such a regiimeo, unless 
~ pF. Mousey * has put you into a bottle hermeti* 
'- cally sealed. 

^^ Have you seen any thing of Mus "t^albot this 

' 'winter^ If you have, be so good to mention her 

~ when yoQ write and tell me how she looks. I 

^ fear her recovery goes on very slowly ; add that 

'' nhe represents the state of her health to me in a 

' more fevourable way, than it may appear to be 

■ ih/to any of her friends. '. . '. 

- ' You are Tery good in being So kindly soUci* 

tons about the state of my mind, after the grtet 

shdck it has felt this year. ' Indeed my health and 

~ q^irits have been much more a&ccted thap I have 

ever discovered : and it is very " lately that I 

'■ Aoiig^t I mhst have been under a necessity of 

' trying what change of air and situation would do. 

' ttiit tor this last fortnight I am, 1 thank God, 

greatiy mended, and with time I hope all will 

' gnm Btm better. I have been perhaps the worse 

from this long season of Wet weather, which puts 

a cUeck te my walks. When may one hope to 

* Tli^t well leiiown ecctntric phyticiai) «u « nty ind- 
' toatt fticnd cf An. MoDtagu. 

see 
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Hi my Lord t^tuUon's History*/ I fear ih4 
thk winteri or you would have mentioned it* 
The ne^t letter yoa favour me witt), will I hope . 
give me the pleasDre of knowing yonr health U in ^ 
a ^ore confirmed: state. For this, and every other 
happlnesByou have the most sincere wishes' of 
Your most oUiged, Ac 



LETTER VI. 

■_ . D«l, Jamnrj/ 31, IfSP. 

Such a leUer as I lately had the plea-r 

sure of receiving from you dear Madam, ought 
to" be acknowredged by the very first post; but 
if you have heard of Aliss Talbot's illnees, yon 
wilt easily guess what must have been the situa-t 
tion ofmymind^apd a heart like yours must I am 

.'fThis nork wae noi puMisbed titt 1764^ Sees curioui, 
but not A very Hatlerinit a'ccounl, oithe mauner in wKtch it 
was printed and published, in Dr- JoLuioti's live* ofth/B 
f oi-ta. The iinliandsonM' and flippant mantiei in which Dr. 
Johnson treated that excellent and amiable nubleman, in 
that work, §av« Mm.* Munl.-igXi, who had the highest nieem 
ami value for him, great and deserved offpncp. ■ 

persuaded 
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ppl^aded r^ftcliJy faciise tjits omissign. Thf 
meWicholy occasion i have mentioned, has deter- 
i^ined me in spite pf all objections ip com^ tgi. 
l<CKidon. 

. Wl^n I WTOtp to yofl lait, I thooght my having 
r<^^sed an invitation yvhich I mentioned to you,! 
Ij^ put it out pf liiy ppwpr with any tolerablp 
uyility io come t9 tq^o tbi? winter ; or I believe 
I ^uld not bjive ejpjj^ij^ed myp^ so fully as J 
<di4.- Jfpiigiy? n>e^..thi^ honest confesuon ? Jf I es- 
tCjemed ajjd Ipyed you less than I do, I sbpidd 
have much less delicacy about beifig obliged to 
ypji. Djp^ this, need any ^plenatipn? If i| 
i^es, yvhefi I have the .pleasjure (^ seeing you, I 
will ppdjEfvour to,e<£fllai9 it. ... 

I beg yo,ip tp believe I very ^ensihj^, feel^yow; - 
go^K^ess for .vie, apd though I, t^an ^y^no.meaja^ . 
thjflijt of putting ypft, to ibU thetrpuble yflu,^i\idly 
propose to .take pbp^it me jf I come , to lipi^dop^ 
I will^ve you enpi^gji fpr any r^ana^lp jje^r- 
aon; ;and the more effectually to that purpose I 
very ^a^Iy subsc^-ibe to your scheme of a lodg, 
jt^ in, the ejivLTons of .Hill-street*, if you will 
^. ^-gopdas to let your housie-kjeeper inquire 
£ar.KO0Dac sob§r quiet ^mily where I may hayo 
one neat d|eeent room, besides that which I a^ 

.'. • )V}iere Mfs.;5lQntaju jesidfd* i' 
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. to deep in, Tchich is atl t s^^ rratii f^r '& taOadi, 
and I will be ready'tp take pbsieteibn of it abotit 
flie 14th or iStti of February jirnbpIace'U'toW 
met with in your neighbourhood, I-wiH ri^t^fre 
you the trouble of any farther 'inquiry, M ^dbe 
are several people I cab a[iply ttriil othter |ttirt6tof 
tlie town, not far distant from yoti, thbttghlkfiSw 
not any body io address myself -to iniiiSdRfiftt^'fteai' 

, Hill-streel. When I am once setlded, I^ibaH-^ftifl 
extremely well ; the thoiigfit6Pyo'oi'lk!Hig-p«r- 
plexed every day to think of ^dinnei-'ftr^e,' 
frightens me out of my wits/ Beside&J Tttiineter 
I'dine by myself, I revel in cake -and'tea', akfnd 
of independent luxury m which one.'neeilJ Veiry 
little apparatus, and no attendants ; and id riligh- 
tjr consistent- with Ibitering over a bobk: " ©ut 
though I renounce dl nianncV of 'di'^esan^'^ico- 

' Vers, which wjJuld really be' only an fncambrdhce 
and puzzle (o^me ;' t will very glafilybe ih&bted 
to you for a more important entertainment, i^ien- 
cver you are"So good as to giv^meahopijortuhity 
to converse with yoii, which will make me as 
happy as I am capable' of btiiig, in myjn^ent 
eituation. I am very sensible that ii^ 'my moE^ ad- 
vantageous dispositions I mostal'B'ays 'toiiferse 
with you upon unequal' terms; SritF T must'now 
very particularly depend on your good nature, to 
f n^ge yoii Bometinies ta t>^%t&vr aiK hourapoi^ 
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jW.iipifiagJ of 'mj'iife,Soa grant I may Siiifller 
e-hmltt. in^'^ter «ti#, thw.I ta»e at preSetit 
■•.itmm iw SBP'^'w^''- A' l^' "-""^ I stiall lie 
i;eiM(ar, in,.lf)n^«ll';thaO I amlere, I shall hayea 

•,.1»fr;H!OTft,W|iP?r'«l>'« IC ms than the reflection 
ittteS.it 1 4> "9^ '^"'^t ' may perhaps never see 
l^hct moje; sije. knows npthiiigof ray inlintfon 
-, of coming to (jown not do 1. desjgii to menlibn it, 
.. till I am fixed on a lodging.^ I ought T believe to 
;, iiake many apologies for giving jou the trouble 
';. of getting one procured for me, and I really am 
. , qsite ashamed to do it ; yet after so many oblig- 
ing, expressions in your letter, I feared it would 
' ,fl0t discover a sufficient confidence in your good- 
; nets for -rac, if t first wrote to any body else. 

I will J)eiobliged to you as often as your CoB- 
,. jesience and my own ianscience will suffer me, 
fcr, your coach, principally to convey me to your- 
3I, self and -to Miss Talbot. You' are extremely 
* gppd in so kindly providiiig'for my improvement 
, , »nd amusement by the books you mentioa ; in- 
deed i imk mow particulart tothank yom for 

■ ..■ ■ . . . ; ■ . , {j,^ 
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tiian I lttV0 at present either tira* or spints to 
enumemte, and I can only assume you of ray be- 
ing with the deepest gratitude, 

pear Madam, &c. 



LETTER VII; 

. Newbury, March 13, 175j|... 

Wk sre now advanced a step farther 
00 «(ir journey^ and I Ihsnk God very prosperous- 
ly. Mils Talbot bears if very weli, and 1 flatter 
myself ^ows rather better by it. She sleeps 
well ; the feyer is not at all increased ; and «he 
coughs much I^ss frequently than she did, and is 
gene^Uy in good spirits, which are not waste4 by 
talking;, tjfx she is Jtept extremely q\iiet, an^ 
scarcely ever differed to speak. 

Thfi roiafl wh;ch we have hitherto past is, I 
IhinJtj t^ JbeH 1 ever jsaw, and the prospects on 
e^cji sid^ very $n€ : yet I am perpCitHally sjtt .to 
ny itp myself (Aw after all, is not Kent; and^ol 
alrauld say, and say it vrith a sigh, if I wa» tra- 
xefling through jlhe Vale of Tjempe. 
- .. It seerns anr iramciLBe' time, since I have heard 
snylbifigof j'ou, ivy ilear Mrg. ^pn^ti; after 
being 
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joii everyday, (iww much do I owe.yooforac- 
custoHiiBg ine to it,) there ar^ s(wa« boiin ia 
i^u^ I feel stran^y vacant, at finding I know 
net more aboot yoSj than if I was in another 
pteoet^ |f yiu are at all tehsible, bow much I 
have'fiet my heart i^on finding a letter from you 
ifhea I -get to Biistol, I am sui% you have too 
niudi good nature' tte disappoint, me. 
I % ionged for you extremely the other night at 
B«ttdfng, to ramble by moonlight amongst the 
ruin»of'taa old^be^; you -will be ^niible this 
ir(<h' expresseB more than a tfa«usandsp£echeffytf 
yo^ consider haw few people-one would chuseibr 
comp^nionq in such a scene ; and therefore I de- 
ferred tny expedition till the next inorniiig, whes 
I knew I ^kould be le«e delicate in the choice of 
my corajiaoy; There are many very good sort 
f»f.fol^s whom one may tolerate, and m-en he 
hugbty wed pleased' with in bsoad sunshine, 
who ^orfd 'be <juit€ insufferable hy meonliglrt. ■ 

' SXariburough, Manh 10. ' 

We reached this place about three o'clodi ; 

Miss Talbot 18 I fear rather more fatigucdby (Jijs 

day's jou^rney^an the last Her ppitits were a 

good deal hurt by some terror^. «,bout ^he j^Il, 

,;_... which 
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L£TT£R VIII, 

Bristol, Jtfare* 31, 1759. 

It was not the fatdt of my heart but of 
my bead, wfaidideprired me of the pleasure of 
writing to you by the last post ; it confined me 
'the khole driy yfttei^y Wajiiitow^ wnll" absov 
aolulifly fot-Wd mfe Ae trtetlf^eh.-nikjiuiiEl paper, 
whrih I had plaiied- within tnj reaeh, ih'the hope 
Ithat, aller sortie hours' qiAet, il»<MW gTO# motH 
tractable ; but after some struggles, I was obliged 
to give it over. N6w, was not here a strong 
temptation for me to quarrel and fight with this 
worthkss' he4d, Vrhich' prevented me from thank- 
ing you for a letter, in whith you did it bo much 
honor? No; that very letter was its teourity'; 
yoortaking it under your protection, -and repre- 
seiilfng it as your property, made it itaipo'ssibte 
for me not to treat it with gentleness and care. 

Wc arrived safely, God be thanked, after «. 
very prosperous journey, to this place, on Satur- 
day afternoon. Miss Talbot is, upon the whole, 
I hope, the better for the exercise and change of 
air ; and I am apt to think, would have received 
greater benefit frqm it, if it had not been for 
some terrors which the weakness of her spirits 
made 
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iaoAt her constantly liaBle to upon the road. What 
a striking contradiction are any fears in a charac- 
ter like hers, tc^ At fine maxim, that virtue is its 
ftwn reward. Reason surely nrast convince her, 
fflitt nti' Harrti can possibly befidlher*, whose 
whpJe life is gorerned by principles which hate 
a constant cJaim to the divine fovor and protec- 
tion;, yet what signifies tbis conviction to her 
present happiness, when all its influence is coun- 
teracted by weak nerves and fluttering pulses! 
f hese constihiUpnal evils have no cure but in the 
f-^gions a£ immortaliCy. To what a train of 

• "This is lurely false leuoning, wid very unlike the gene- 
ral turn or i/ln. Garici's correctly religious lentimentt. If 
vt rtue bk it« own revrard, it h certttinly not by ezetnpting us 
front tbe Cdmnon sufferingi of a protationary state. When 
tde Aptitlle Mid, tfio u it that tiaU harm you, if yt be falf 
tuuert of that ichlek it good, no reference whs meant to the 
uiiuul evils of mortal lite, but to the punish menlt indicted 
by tbe laws upon nil dutn, from which they would beexBtnpt 
siho w«M folhjutn iif that tchich is goad. Wenbncss of nOTm» 
M'd ihe di-pressio'n of gpints, which gciierally atteud* a long 
iHneas, tlo not shew the want of religious principle. And 
tbfy ir6o humbly hope to " claim the divine favor and pro- 
tection" iu a fuittrc stkie, have no right to expect any par- 
flcnlar intetpobition of Providence in their fat;or in this, Tfce 
j»>ole ti^n of thougBl is more Stoical than Chri^Un j yet 
pioiabiy Mrs. Carter's meaning was merely that Miss Talbot, 
aflM' a **ll-ipe8tlifc, ought to have no fear of death ; but 
ii« iimccurately Mprwstd. 

' - ' thinking 

4 
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(htnldng in my present ntoatkn, would this con- 
•idenrtiott teftd me I f^mUl^pwvik&HiiiiihsAiiar. 

A thonnnd tfaankiw yofTj ny deftrit(A.^Mon' 
tagu> for both y*\3t> U^tat y^n taatmi,' ;«■ 
nrtily* you mu^^iftragine «(hiC ^gOediiitif tagh 
'deh«»e. Yon «ake' me^ ucOttnely fakp^-iiy 
4he afeAranee that^ mipite^4bat^straage')ricMd 
^dlv'eatenmg^ «i^wltich }iw4eniiiad-i|W^y«n.fliM 
sAU6nftined:t»:lovA>rAe; ibdaedy<^a;!OU}^«aiii«ll 

cxcelleDce^ alas, to give yon any ptttl<3(^ap- 
^pilelietiiion about lAe! iaad.I-«liah«#«£;reat part' 
.:of ytnir «fi'6e«tott to-the getiflnmtjf'JOf^yotir wrn 
-huari. ■ Itiiceitttdaly one«f the ■best^nfatwed'*- 
<^iid iid b»A«-t^i^ ofte:of tiKTnott hndabln-^ 
'ftMsiof'ft gMediniad/ togftnconscquentcloiil- 
^OgMoiiit Mfgt^ sfdiit ifl -vti^ seMbm Dmt 
ol teanpfelt .mjaielf.of BO maoh importanee-asia 
=flhd^g'^w a&aid of m*. ^ r. . 
V 'O: deaM -itiHead 1^ conveiving; M tb« distttnft 
tjf'tfiiandttd-niites/ y<m and i MuMd llBte l^eoi 
M^rf^ tSte-ff^e:mA w<e shei^d hav«'4)ten: Oio 
Ijaietaft/ -prettiest, propereit eompafiy ft*-' each 
CitlMr iitrngimtblo, for I Itavel)«^ eiacityjin the 
'^•lifeo'hi^youdeftdraMt Aqdl^Ttilaemyi^-iVnit 
- thitikiiig4h«tfif1MiebkV»'tia««friitftdiin HbmMmM, 
-«rh6-'^iff ttiitfifH^t^Ua^'iSfllDld-' sol ^«ifteiy bare 
^^heff5^tf^4i9|)d0!liO«;'^ Wlutft amab^ofsob- 
■'fc" 5 <l , jecta 
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■»itb^A»liliea4«fof peqg]9 who:«rti si^of no other 
.-^ittemfer-lvut 4be y^r^o' <rf tbe woHd ! !mu«t 
dtevts insisted thft'lio^ody sbpald have b«en ad- 
mitted 4d the iis^blr but- ounierres ; oad tint 
igroor porter :rii(Hri(l1nnhac(«tnct wders to Int 
4»e pMtge Mfr ».^3M^/' (»(e ;n^m' to vH ^iht 
fiBstt^^ omrdy^df^bA and bones, and tttimf^m 
:#^4tw9«nf ilitfttksliindlrcgAHneQti of weak netvao. 

' - \V'dl 'biiM^Hoddy.miy dear Mi«. Montagoj X 
rAoye ynf coi^iwit» fa»« b«en merely ikhtous, 
-aftdwd^ai I 'nmj>>]^ltt9onabljr expect; thatifyoQ 
^K^0 ito either, ym nlay Btmg^ vrUh at I^ast to 
■Ae rad of tbe centary. Youare too well r«co- 
:«^ed t»y this time, I ht^te, to^^qaarrcl rnHh f^ 
^Jbrsadi H wiih : but bowerer it may appear to 

you, I am sure it is a rery gmd wish feif the 
jinwU, and of most jnrticiilv iiqwrtaDse to my- 
,it4^ iS t t*ppert lo iiTe on f6me yt^vs lopgo-. 
i-Tlwl do f^rtfy/^rin^ ni^y pro1;M>Iy be the case, 
lin-'aU oiyheadTncbes, pr«t^little:^er8,Ventorpj 
: &ci :iuile9a yon etert .yodr.iflflujsricewi*: ■»<)*> 
:>tnnlig:ly- ar tott^riipt jsifi to hiury ^qton tswiie 
,«taintariil.4aNtlii fB>«^Ul»3riachinlltii]n|l(tf:])lty• 
iiiftu vMtoad- 1^ do' fwiicUy AOiqplgf witl^tfce 

(ftiiril. of^ywur idyice; h<w»MtX*»ay*e^fiVl>- 
;v..yot. I. p 3 ^ rally 
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rally to act against it, for I am really ray careftJ^ 
-of my health, and upon tb^t principle, exceed-- 
ingly afraid of a doctor. 1 should be very sorry, 
to express any insolent contempt of a, profewion 
which is in several cases, 1 believe, very b^e- 
ficial to mankind: but. jn such little ichroDicaL 
disonlers as seem to be merely parts , of a consti- 
tution, medicines surely can never do any good, 
and most commonly do a great deal of hurt : .they 
are at least hurtful in one instance, that they 
weaken tbe ^r>ng <^ the . mind, and fVet the 
temper by the teazing exercise of perpetuallyi 
disappointed hopes. Do not conclude me obsti-, 
nate upon mere theory, withojit any experience 
what is in. the poiver of medicines to effect : this. 
is far from belp^ the case,, for I h^ve formerly 
taken a great many, and remc^mber the time when. 
1 considered.every. ijew prescription as a certaio. 
method of cure *. , In a few years I discovered - 
the fallacy, and ever since, instead of wearying, 
myself to acquire that perfection of heglth, whicfa. . 
was not in my power, I set myself to endeavour 
after the contentment which is^ and I thank God, 
I am very well satisfied with tli^t portion of ea^e. 

-' This may rcinin<] ibfe reader if'Dr. LastVco(hfi}rtin;;'liis 
pHtient, bt^.teUiti^iiini thst he vms, "in a'feir i^y*, -eMnntg* ' 
•ut*ij^ »;»?)« B^icin*.". . . . -. - ■ 

4 and 
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lad fccmfoftvrhitJh, upon the iFbole, I am fevored 
with* ; and widiout T^eltrng the want of such 
an absolute freedom from pain and languor as my 
toiMtitBtion Mj I belieVe, incapable of. 

- Th«e is biit little company yet arrired here : 
Iwwever enough to furnish one vrith some amilse- 
inent>' perhaps more than if the iiumber was 
greater, though to say truth, I do sometimeslike 
a trcmi. 1 hare hitherto feUen desperately m 
lore with-nobodybut a dumb captain, for saying 
the wifest tiling I have yet heard uttered in the 
room. As 1 am Tery desirous of fetahring my 
paafflon for hitn, I shall be careful not to say any 
wise thing in my turn that might ptit an end to 
D^ said passion, by making him in lovewilli. ihe. 
Mrs. and Miss Talbot charge me not toforgeb 
their best compliments. We go on, I thank 
God> extremely well ; aifd I am so' happy as t<i 
see Miss Talbot Tcry Evidently growing better, 
and possibly her recovery might advance stilt 
fastMT, if the Archbishop vtas |)erfeetly well, air 
I hope he soon will. 

VlT^, now indeed I have been very good, and 
Mtt» Talbot MVQs I have beeo' very good, and so 
most.yop, or. I wjU not be. good another time. I 
hftv« cons)iUed .Mr, Ford, tyidhe baa tdien away 
some of my blood, and more of Biyspiritak' How- 

* HowbBppy weutilittKlcir all coiuiitution^ioTaBd^ if 
ibay jgohU retboii and fnl so juiily > 

D 3 ever, 
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WW; limjiemltaiiii IIMWiJaiteiWotimy, ani 
* I Iwlr thi« tentiiomry tiejKliitt; nty amt 
fented^. - ■ ■::-.-. i.T ■■ ■ I -■ , ■ ■ 

I hope yoii will ipon gife IM Ule fkantv of 
fawnt)^ ydn «r^uhe mcover^frum the «nct«rer 
■Uie^a w«e in when ywi xfrdtot. in jwii 
cd%h iiad )ioai-Mnes>^fe|;oft«, andteTBToi 
*»We#<Hn*g Ihlh f I' knoBfynnaai* haie wm 
fwu-ebmplaitits, end it uanfwt be helped ; inl i* 
Sliw neo^sapjFtMweSqwwoe'Ofweak ncrwii tiai 
jNJt are t« VHniali mto m. 'AiHen, my deu M». 
^ntagu. Eldiy tapptaemattalid joill 

Yohc't Bost faithfully, Ak 

;!■.&' Hne i^oiniy intoHi^siioiiM g»«>iM4f 
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some means or other, frnpracticablt. There Ti 
•Doaething in febis atningie frippery way i^aqvMi* 
dHiug MK's lunir* ivhich. ui «aie vieir, tppeui 
. yexatiously trifling and unprofitable, yet t^kania 
tbe-. Inie light; it.ia certainly, Qpon proper ooc«« 
HEHM, H muf^ a part of Ufe, u nwre awiouf 
and- importadtiloakiag empbyaeDla. One may 
keep.hithig'on tp«qaal purpose, in evcvy variety 
a£ «xt£ffna( aironnistances, provided tbey. be w^ 
innaturyif «rls« ftafn-OBe'9 situatioD. 1 betiev« 
it is nmcb-oAAneB our pride than our virtue,, whieh 
ii>lHiTC, by IB vabmissioa to what we w«^ te 
deem trifles. Wcaraled to formtnuch too rruf^ 
nifioetit ideas oi- fiur «w& powers of action, 
and by this means, to overloc^, wilb a foolish 
eiHitsnspt, the proper occaaians for iexc*ci«ing 
tbem. It IB not \\\ the etady- df-saMtnwr ap«- 
catations, nor amidst tbe pompons scenery of 
some imaginary theatre of action, that the lieart 
graws wiser, or the temper more correct. It 
is in tbe daily occurrences of mere eommon 
life, with aU its mixture of ftdly and imperti- 
tience, Uiat the proper exercise of virtue lies. 
It is here thit the temptations to vanity, to self- 
iilineav^ tbidiator^ent, atid ianumerable other un> 
waffranlableaficettontarise; ^nd; there are opp(»r- 
tmjtics for many a secret conttict witli these in 
Jrlnmost' triflitig. hours, and it is (^ o»{n fault if 
th^ binmees of life u ever at a ataod, It is pot 

{ . r . -■ ..,::,■.,■ fOT 
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for your' edtfrcation but myowiTithBt liiavebecn 
making all -these wise reflections ; indeed they 
■re mighty v^olesome and good for me^ and thft 
■e^ng them down, helps to make me heartily 
wfaamed of ever fretting that I can very seldom 
^;et half an hour to look into a book, nor ever 
five minutes to cotiTerse with Miss Talbot 
■ YoQbidmegetaoqnaintedwithMre.Spencer'', 
which, I belicTc, I never promised to attempt, 
as I thought it might be a task of- amazing difft- 
'jcnlty'; bat she^was so good to render it extreme^ 
easy, and I have been at least bb much plesBed 
with her, aa yom foretcid I sboald be; so much 
that I heartily r^ret her leaving Bristol; £or; 
abs ! -she is gone, and with her, the whole spirit 
.of'the-'roomi at least to me, who am not likefy 
-to ^ti into such an easy way of conversing witii 
any body eke. T^ company' daily increases ] 
and, I amaffaidi will soon grow formal and vnT 
comfortable; hitherto all has been easy and oq- 
' ferajtuwitiui^ •Doy<wknow Lady Harriet Roper, 
■^ud L^y Qilhaiine Murray .3 fhey bare been 
here about a wepk, and by what I have seen of 
Uwm, they are *f ry, rfever and agrerable, I be- 
lieve ^re luiglit i»^. many anl^eots of CBlartaipt 
jneul to be found at the water-room, if I was cs|ia- 

'^ AftiTwarilsCoimless Sp^neer. Tiiis was ihe beginning pf 

^ frietiiUti'ii) wfifcii suffcri'ti iitfiiiterrujiljon lill Mrs. Carter'* 
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bleofbeio^enterfained,buttfa)«u,atpres«t^Ter]r- 
^ttle the esse ; iar, though I am really much in- 
dki^ to be pleaud' and amiued, I have such « 
strange lan^or of spirits, and such a painM 
Jas&Hode in endeaToniing to exert them, as is not 
easy to be imagined by any one who has never 
experiended'it, Tbis is a dispoBition to whicb I 
have always been,- in sMoe degree, by fits, sub- 
ject : ' and the events of last year baf e, I beliere, 
^eatly contributed to increase it. I write this 
aecoont- <tf myself to you, because I write only 
to you, for it is a secret witii which' rery £ew 
people are to be ontnuted, unless one would 
cbuse to be thought whimsical or discontented. 

I hope lady Frances- Williams and Mrs. Bos- 
cawen are peifectly recovered ; pcay mention 
tliem when you write. I am extremely honored 
by-the remembrance of your friends in BearlUey- 
sqiiare and Hill-street, and b^ you- will be so 
good to make my respectlbl compfimeto to them. 
O dear,, O d^r, did you erersay the tbiog that 
was exeeedntg civil -for me to Mn. and Miss 
Stanleys*? 

Miss Ttdbot, I tenk God, oeudnoes In a irtfy 
of .amendment whid}, tfaaug4i not veiy ta]ud; ^, 

# .One of these tatties was aftern'ards Lady Mendip, and 
the other Mrs. D'Oyly, They both continued a very kind 
HHil fiicndl^ inliniacy with M". Carter, till her death, 

I hope. 
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L hop*. Q^t ak f# tkt-'.km «rt^ «w.«h».tHV«f' 
leeipf iM lose v^y.ffcaajedfi. 9)k tHt»,' tft firMbnt,-it'' ' 
little coM, bvt. not ,^ teiist Itfudcacy t0 ft- cAi^^; ' 
sM ibdecicl it but slightly ^!iect«4 bjF'jb1n.«nyMNt)&' 

I bad great plcasuce, tbe other day*^ it WiJMgi 
vaiy honorable mention made <rf Mr*. Scott, by 
Mr. Ford, who spcakg of het in raptHFf ; %M ^ 
fiBemed to be quite & trial o( \m pAtiene* to Im 
interrupted at every encomiam^ by Miss Talbol't 
tkffirraing, that there was nothing ttt said of hvtt 
but what mi^t be as fully Said of her HSter. 
Sut» hotwithstanditig their battling excellence 
flgaiHi^ 9->c«ll«i)ce, iot a considerabjei time. b» 
look^fj})it«.ttacaitMia£cd -t^at there, cQiiU..he.two^ 
«uch^£^|e in the world; aod Ii knov sw.oUier^ 
way^of. piu (^ryng {the pfiiat^ b«t your taking :&1 
trip j}oim to ]3fi|to], tacoattttfl.bipiiiortlie.poar - 
mai^-^ s^aiae(l,|us faol* %Dd. cannot ge( to Hilly - 
Btref^ i{e,,givsa ma v^ littlei e«w:otte«g«aiiHi(.. 
to i^e Uut A^, Sc«ttcomea tq Bristol tbtayejiT' ■ 

I Jt^p, dc^i^Pg ^. ^t/Biftfa (fery iKgiioriyy 
vithpwt fin4iii£ t^y. doAiie«i<^rgf)odc» fauxts>. 
but as! am here, imay.eyen as w«H da Kl^iothi^ ' 
ifiOtii.; A4>fli^ iffl^ 4««' MraJ'.MMitfigfi; letrnc' 
1wvq,fbe h9p^nMft)0£ hcaris^AopatycM as.ofta^' 
as ym ^cQ^v^^niently oaa;;: and beliemoe, vrilb'^ 
the iitf^t^M-^^.. ,u. , .1 . -■ 

■ .:.;: ' Hrfw 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



Hmndtim'ywt Mm BmeUi Air - IiitcflK 
ph>y(ini«'«>i'Mn>' Bi><>nc*v"Biit iii» liad mb- 






Briitol, Juat 4, 17^9; 



cdtitMii^<klllwr>ysa'iiarlcMM'lwli^<wity |)«lU 
&ct:k&'t(«lt,tl»lf 1>MK itiigbtirf Mt sf huHHM^ 
•ndinlli)»«t*IH<aM»f my dtw MMMoHtagVi 
ktten< I kui.lManlaro«(I>ibbut'atary'ttitt)iba 
wera!et]biiiig^.-ti>'Bt^t9t.' Did yon'eatuetbvrrtwy ' 
ta beianaMI, t» ket^ me f^cMblemti <]iii«t- 
aUiringijew^ltiiig slleiiM? It MrtdMy htd AM 
eSecfh lijBKis :yM IW MCMI (»plikii!Ue9, Hdr ^ 
i(*itid:«itti iu^ i»Ii«tKnoe (or IM ]!««; But 
Irhatwnknnilib WHil of «ll«y hapti, MlHeO, 
iartwdiiCtlie^lntUble'dnm-TOtMredBole) oii ' 
whieb}JiadKt,;my.fae»r^ to- signify to me ttmt"- 

square letter^ in wbich there was oec^d^syfla^ - 
)^j( to giye me any HkMwto MFpoKyou l«d 
evm 
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even so macb as tHonght ofi coiiing;! And then, 
to nuke meatnendftfor thM'disappohitinent, yon 
conclade hy telting- me, you " Trill love me as 
little as you can/' at tbe ntme ti<ne, yon enjoin 
me " to love you as mucb as I can ;" v uMJeefj 
that yoQ may be exceedingly at your ease, wbile 
I am vrorryiug my heart out. . 

Miss Talbot was a good deal lowered by ber 
. last bleeding ; profmbly tb^.more in pn^MWtiw 
as ber blood was so very much better than it had 
been ; she seems uow tp have quite recovered it, 
and. is, I thank God, upon the whole, in a very 
promising .way. , As to myself — No: till you 
kave formally renounced that same gallant reWH 
lution,. you may get intelligeube aboat me as yoo 
cw, for.not.one syllable shaUyou. Have from me. 
}. .have no manner of compunction at leaving yon 
in this.uncertainty, because .I_ know that people 
yv^o determine to love their friends as little aa 
ever they can, ^^ so happy as always to con-> 
cljide that their eaid friends are perfectly weU. > 

I.n forapliance with your commands, I stuck 
myself into a window, close to the elbow of 
Mrs. Pitt *, and there belike, I might have «-. 

• Wife of ihe late John Pitt, Esq, and mother of Morloij 
I^tt, Esq. M. P. for Dorsetshire. A most amiable and excel- 
lent voman, aiid a kini) friend to M». Carter, to the close 
of her lif<^ ,,_.,-, 

maine^ 
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Inalined fctudc'tHI ftis time,^ if it ha^been una* 
Sary £oT me to begin the conversation ; but the 
was BO good to release me from this difficulty, and 
Bpeak fint. For the first day or' two, she did 
hot seem to take' cordiaHy to me, butj at lengthy 
■she very dbJigingly reproached me, that, not- 
withstanding your recommendation, I had not 
iMteii to see her. ' In answer to this accusation, I 
■Htered sundry inarticulate excuses, which ended 
in an appointment to wait'on her the next day. 
The result of this Viat; 1 apprehended; must be rio 
other, than that the ftarce of her understanding 
would knodc me down, and nty poor harmless Ifp- 
lap talk would render her exceedingly iick. In 
expectation of these melancholy events, I as- 
cended difton'-hill; and I heartily wish I had as 
tnucfa reason to suppose myself'mistaken in the 
last part of my supposition, as I Certainly was in 
the first. The visit, which I had taken it into 
my head was so very formidable, I found to be, 
in reality, extremely agreeable ; my mortal ter- 
rors were all dissipated ; and^ except hanging my 
ruffle upon the lock, and running my nose against 
the door, I walked out of the room with 'a very 
graceful intrepidity. After all, seriously, I ani 
piuch obliged to you for recommending me to 
the notice of Mrs. Pitt, who, from what I have 
|)een able !^ judge, seeins perfectly well to rfe- 
« •■" scr\'e 



■D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



44 

MTfe the «8(eein jon exprcat tot bet. I vi'uh I 
e<Md ^ve yon a better tecaubt df lier ft^tb, 
than ^e c6nimM«<in» fnd todii; Init ilte tbiS tBt, 
but night> that she doMnbt tbinfc the #fttcra vrflf 
do her 8By good ; yet ibi «ppear»l» be better, 9 
thmk, tittn when ihe lint catAe> ahd' is Mt mnr 
AtTaUhmrte. _» 

By year ttccouiit of 4hein V)tbl I find mys^ 
much swye tempted to kvrfc out for Dr. YcMi(g4 
barmleaa bouquet, thM the Aleriial composltidrt 
^ deadly wkedi> lAade dp by Volt^re. IS'Ofere 
9ft lam in tece in kny CItiAitiaif oMinil^ bgnifdi 
BMTal poMooing,!' How dreodld h it .to-thttik Jsf 
. «diatdegreMof guilt and wmdiednesa the bn- 
mniaiiui is citable j Mid whfttcaA bc4iB*gined 
ia idqiloraide as tbe coaditJon of ooe who seeeti 
toiiaTo Jiirown off aUtense of aHegianee to tlid 
Supreme Being, and to ^ in a state of fornsal 
rebellion and hostility a^inst the adimniatratiailf 
of intinitfi wisdom and^oodaess! 

You bid me use exercise, but what excursloM 
can I make in this country of rivers and precipices, 
unless I could clamber like a kid, or swim like a 
iish F 1 do sometimes get upon tbe Down ; but 
one soon grows tired of ~such a limited walk, and 
of always looking upon the same picture; in- 
deed, if I could go farther, it would seem rather 
f(U-aMd«¥«^.^<>^.M«nd». by m]f9$)^in « strangt 
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IWHiandk-brMMeaay tooMet wi& may Mt^ 
ftndwMgb o^krAJus >ta McooipMy nit. I* 
lilMre> upo^ thf nhalej been gv^y pleased witfi' 
*&,BlMHprWKI>j J»!rt.ff wJU qpw gKHif Um agi^e- 
^1^ j^. soqs.of,t^peeple wbomi hsqcI to li« 
very glad to meet there, are just prepwing to 
Icftreit-; and the crowd lie ^w gnwing » thicl^ 
tfu^it vriU not bfi podvible toseieciBny^tiAow 
would wist) to .see.inoretlias th^ rest, -. - 
A Adienl I am goiQg to a ball where I faave 
|u>thiiig; to dOt ^qd to/wfaicbJ faanr^ do earthly 
tmip^tion^ bvt tbat I believe n^ isotbetr/cbiuat 
I. should go; .Mn. Utulerdown andrhe-uvv* 
fiiriet(4 ; and I hope thie waters will be of nse 4o 
hk hcaltb, aad the jouniey eod cbaBge of eitiUH 
tion to her spirilj. ; In flpite of yonr nricked'-ine-i 
fwcet, I iind myself, widi as macb waimUi ^nj 
linetrity asever/ 



's ...iL .•)'5ftni;«d'hotto«leftfel68tfhi#^^aw'# 

ticU|dwre id the letter which showed how good a 

title 
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tide yon aU<m in» to.hftve ^ >th0 Tirh^e. produce 
of Aaticys^*i ^t.perha^;y9Utc(«cladeniiae 
tpb* 

* Tribui AnticyTM caput inMttBUIe." '' 

And BO it iBt but far enoug;h from being so in. Uie 
way you accuse it. An aching head is an excel- 
lent antidote against the extravagances of a, 
giddy one ; and by this security, in spite of all 
the infection of the Pump-room^ and my very 
little care to prevent catching it, I remain as 
Viise,, and, as sober, and as dull, as if I dwelt 
opposite to it, in some hermitage on the sidp of 
the rock. In this quiet philosophical state, un- 
incumbered with any of the superfluities of life, 
except half a goWn and one cap, am I to be 
insulted with descriptions of birth-days suits, and 
enquiries after pompons and aigrettes, by a line 
lady whose dress js the envy of every visitin"' 
room that has not the wit to find out, that it is 
no part of herself, and whose head must be 
turned round like a whirligig, by the perpetual 
motion of a London life! Pray, in the true 
visiting spirit, have you publislied this scanda- 

• Helltborc was supposed by the ancients to be a cure fur 
madness. It grew in great plenty iti Anticyra, one of the 
Grecian islattds. HArace klluttra .ta it in olficr places, a> 
well &) ill the verse htte quoted. , ■ " • 

tous 
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kHuduorge again* toe, ftmon^'all J^oar acqnuii'' 
tence^ and-wiBit-bQnAcessary fof me, in vindica- 
tion of my character, to walk through the Long' 
room^as&emUe'thf^ company round me, and ha- 
rangue Uiem i " Look, ye good people, I wear 
my hat jual in the aam^ way as 1 used to wear it, 
I dress just as awkwardly, I look just as silly, 
and I talk just as'silly as ever ; and §o pray bear 
me 'witness that, for all Mrs. Montagu, I am ex- 
ceedingly in my senses." 

Well, my dear Mrs. Montagu, is this a better 
lett«r, and does it do you any good to be informed 
that I am two days in the week, and sometimes 
three, in "bed with the head-ach, and part of the 
zest languid and good for nothing with the con- 
sequences of it? Idid.asyoubidme, and as every 
body bid me ; I drank the Bristol waters, and 
gave them iair play by drinking on, till I found 
myaelf evidently the worse; I left them off, and 
returned to another remedy, by which I had 
before thought myself evidently the better ; and 
so, by these contrary operations, I am at present 
just where 1 was at first setting out, and shall. 
have sufHcient reason to be thankful if I continue 
there : as to my head ficb, yon need be. uade^- 
Qomannerof concern about it; ithas beetvi^ed 
to 9uch outrageous (teaks, ever since. 1 can <j»» 
' member,' 
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the iriclt miicli soorier than Any bodj bilt myieXff 
trho was so particularly concenied in the di9- 
covery^ perceived she did ; for, to her hoDor be it 
spolien, she was to the full ds sly as any of the 
rest of the good company. Mrs. Pitt told me 
last night, as we were coming home, that- she 
really tliougbt herself mended, which I was very 
glad to hear, at the end of a joomey by wlHch 
she seemed to be a good deal fatigaed^ though, 
by a very landable self-denial, I kept her very 
quiet from talking; she. is entertaining upon 
every subject, but I need not tell you with what 
particular pleasure 1 listen to her, ivhcnever she 
mentions one person, which she always does in 
such a nianuer as satisfies even me. 

The crowd now begins to grow very thick, 
and the number of melancholy objects is greatly- 
increased, we see people one day walking through 
the' rooms, they are absent the next, and the 
third one hears that they are confined t© a coifin. 
Yet the "livingseem to lay it very little to heart;" 
Ihey who have been seriously drinking the waters 
in the morning, at night do all they can to dis- 
appoint their effect, by the beat and hurry-of the 
trail ; and there seems to be a perpetual conflicC 
between two ojyects which can i^eyer be sepa- 
rated, health and pleasure. Those who are not 
engaged by^any particular scheme lor eitfaerjarcr 
;%.-, -^ . at 
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iit Mrai-e to fbnii many a tender reflectido on Uft 
«:enes of human misery and distress which are so 
particularly striking in such kind of places, where 
One is inclined to consider the company aS oar 
family; and' to grow interested for all one sees. - 
A feeling heart, and a strong imagination, is very - 
apt to trah^rt itself frmn the gay Sutter of fine 
fQlka in the ball-room, to the melandioly apart- 
ments of the poor hopeless invalids and their 
muumful friends, who have lost all ear for the 
music of joy, and- pass the sad moments perhaps 
in listening to the dismal sound of the passing- 
bdl.. With this quick feeling of the sufferings 
of othera, how lively ought to be the sense of 
gratitude in those whom the Divine goodness has 
fiivored with happier prospects of returning 
hedth to those -they love. 

Mrs. and Miss Talbot desire their compliments 
to you. Miss Talbot j8 now, 1 thank God, better 
than ever since she came to this place ; the has 
been surprizingly mended ibr the last fortnight 
br three weeks ; and if you were here, she would 
be able to battle with you in defence of Carac- 
tacus*. I should certainly bb her second, as 
Iny brother would be yours; for he and I quarrel 
extremely about it He charges me with his 

' . . * Piobftbly Muoa'i Canc^cns* 

■ ' ti . most 
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most respectful compliments to jon, and wbenerer 
he comes to London, will esteem himself happy 
in the hon<»r of waiting on you. My yonngest 
siflter is in London, anA I would write to her to 
pay her respects to you, if she was not at such 
«n immense distance, and there would be so 
many chances againat her ilntKng you at home. 
She is a very good ^rl, and I long to see her, 
wdiich I have not done this age, for she is but just 
returned firom Warwickshire, Whei-e she has spent 
above a year, in a manner which has been &r 
from doing her health and her spirits any good, 
tfaovigb it has been to the honor of her character. 
I hope the Dedi air will recovM- her when ilie 
1^ into it 

Adieu ! I am just going to bed with the head- 
ach, but very welt, and in good spirits, and evet 
my dear Mrs. Monism's 

Mortob%ed, &c. 



LETTER XIL 

Bristol, ^1(^^23, l^S^ 

Fte upon me, to be losing myself ia 
idle reveriei, when i might be c<uiverHng with 

my 
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iny dear Mn. Montagu. Now would I give an? 
thing that you could, at this instant, see how 
cgregiouflly silly I am, provided, however, that 
yea should pity me, and lo^ve me the better for 
it. I am at present quite in the temper of a 
peevish fretful child, who has quarrelled with 
all its play-fellows, and is crying for the moon. 
The thing I wish for, is just as much out of my 
reach ; not that I can tell, if it was ever so near, 
I might put it to any use, but still I should be 
glad to have it my power. You cannot tell -what 
I mean, nor I either; but I do verily believe 
that I mean something, and that if I was not 
half asleep, 1 «hould be able to find it out. I . 
wisb I was reclined beneath one of your trees at 
Sandleford : the garden within my view does not 
suit the situation of my thoughts ; it would be 
absolute disgrace to tlie figure of elegant and 
sentimental melancholy, if one was to squat down 
upon an artichoke or a cabbage. My dispositjou 
TequireEi jome poetical shade, some soft twilight 
aky, the faint 'whi^>er i>f dying iweezea, and 
the murmur of a sleepy stream. O dear, O dear ! 
i do protest that I am not in love, whicii I thii^ 
quite necessary to mention, because, by what I 
hava read in a booV^ this description seems won- 
derfully like it, but indeed that is aot the case ; 
to far is true, that my preseiri «dd disposition 
arises 
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umts trovathe elruggle of e philosophical Itead, 
against the fooleries and idle refinements of toa 
sensible a Jieart, and the fermentation of these 
two opposite principles, has produced the neutral 
composition of nonsense with which you have 
been go plentiftilly regaled. 

' I am charged with many compliments and 
thanks to you, from Mrs. and Miss Talbot, for 
yoOT very obliging invitation ; bat their, stay at 
Newbury will be so very short, that any degre* 
of hurry would be too much for Miss Talbot, who 
is obliged to keep on in e perfectly regular track, 
from which she never deviates ;fsiie bids me assure 
you, however, that if it be for ever so short a 
time, th^e shall certainly be some means con- 
trived for me to get a sight of you. Our time is 
not yet fixed, nor our route settled ; if I know 
time enough to give you notice, you shall c«- 
tainly hear from me, as 1 should be extremely 
sorry to leave the hppes of seeing you to a mM% 
chance. It will not be in my power to see you 
but eM paBtant, as I am to proceed with my 
friends here to London, and am engaged to 
spend some little time with my aunt, and I want 
to dispatch all these busines* as fast as pomiUe, 
in order to get a sight of my friends in Kent, 
from whom I have been so long absent. My, 
brother had left Bristol, before I had the faxot d£ 
your 
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jont letter, or he would have thoagbt himself 
greatly honored by your JDvjtatioa. I am in some 
hopes we. shall set out in about a fortnight; but one 
of Mra. Talbot's aervants is very ill, and there is 
no knowinft;yetbowfar that may alter oar schemes. 

It is surprising to reflect how many successive 
generfttions Tre have seen ariie and vftnish, during 
our stay in titis transitory vrorid of Bristol Some 
are. departed whom one remembers no more; 
but there are some whom it would be vexations 
not to meet agam in some other pbce ; yet it i^ 
to be doubted perhaps vidiether the acquaintance 
which one forms here might give one equal plea- 
sure any where else. In a ntuation like this, 
conversation is carried on vrith much more ease 
and freedom than is usually consistent wiUi the 
set forms of more regular life. One can talk 
upon'snbjects in the corner of a ball-room, in a 
KWnter through the gardens, or a window in the 
sammer-^house, whkh it would be mighty difficult 
to introduce into a downright visit. 1- believe the 
general view even of Ihoec diversione in which 
one has no immediate share, gives a peculiar 
kind of alacrity to the spirits, and imparts a 
mechanical advantage to the powers. of the vjX" 
derstanding. 

I need not tell you liow sorry I was to part 

vrith Mrs. Pitt, 1 am now lamenting the neap 

prospect 
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prospect of loting Mrs. Howe • in whose ac- 
quaintance I have been very hat)py. She b^i 
of calling on you in her way, and I hope, (or 
both your sakes she will keep her resolution. Is 
there not a charming spirit, and a very engaging 
lurhete in her conversation ? You cannot think 
how much good she has done me ; I know you 
will love her and thank her for it. I have met 
with another of your friends, with whom I am 
greatly charmed. How is it possible you should 
never have mentioned Mr. Braithwaite to me ? 
He seems, by what I have discovered of him, to 
be one of the most amiable characters'! have 
ever met with, and am ten times more in lov« 
with him than I was with the dumb Captain. Se- 
riously, T am very sorry to see him in so ill a 
state of health, as so valuable a character must 
be of great importance, not only to bis own fa- 
mily, but the world. I have just now met him, 
and he desired me to present his best compliments 
to you. He often makes me very happy by 
talking of you, which he does in a manner that 
satisfies even me. 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Montagu; may eveiy 
happiness attend you, and good health, and cheer- 

• Of Grafl«n-s(reet; the widow of — — Howe, Esq. of 
Buckinghamsliire, and sister of Admiral Earl Howe, and nf 
<>i'nera] Sic William, afterwards Viicount Howe, 

ful 
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ful spirit*) enliveD eyery beauty of your preflent 
sitiiatioD ! I am, with the sincerest esteem and 
a£fectioa„ 

Ypur moit obliged, &c. 

Alas, poor good l^dy Fruices Williams! 



Letter xiii. 

Lambeth, September 13, 1759. 

W» arrived here very safely and well, 
I thank God, on Monday aftemoon, and Mis* 
Talbot not at all the wqrse, 1 hope, for her 
journey ; indeed it is not certain but ^he was the 
least fatigued of the company. Ixt me be thank- 
ful for the blessing of her life and prospects of 
happier health, in the midst of the grief I now 
fee] for a domestic loss, in which 1 nm mo«t 
deeply and tenderly interested. I sbould ^avQ 
writ to you, my dear Mrs. Montagu, c^s soon ^s 
we g<H h^i-Cj but a few boors alter my arrival ^t 
Lambeth, I received the sad news of the death 
of my mother ; she was no otherwise related to 
me than by marrying ray father, but her great 
merit, in a very uncommon care of his family, . 
rendered 
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Tendered her a most valuable blessing to M bH, 
and the particular r^rd and affection, which 
she always discovered for me makes me feel bcr 
loss with the tenderest sensibility. Her heart 
'was good, and her life highly usefiil in that sta- 
tion in which Providence had placed her. After 
a long and laborious discharge of the cares cf a 
large family, I hoped ah6 would have enjoyed 
the latter years of her life in a comfiHiahle stale 
of relaxation and ease; and I ' {leased myself 
with the prospect that, by my care and attentions, 
I should contribute to her happiness. Of this 
flattering expectation, it has pleased God tode* 
prive me, arid to his will I desire to resign myself; 
nay he enable me to make a right use of this and 
every other disappointment. . On her account, I 
have TKithmg to regret, for what woaM have been 
all the trifliog and imperfect comfmrts which my 
fond^ solicitudes could have procured her, when 
compared with that happiness to which I teust 
the divine goodness has removad her * ! My 
father's loss, in this sad event, strikes me mora 

* The Editor's mother, who wu also her daughter-in-Ian, 
kttended her dcath'bed; ihe b» heard her uty, that she no* 
not only willing but even denrons to die, though in posses. 
•ioQ of every comfort which the world could give ber. She 
expressed herself in this respect, though a woaian of verj 
tnoilerate talents, in such a manner as would have done 
koQOT to a Boyle or « Newton, in ihc same situation. 

deeply 
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deeply than eTen' wtist I suffer from it mywlf, 
though Tery sensibly shalt'I fee} the want of 
her in that melancholy family to which I now 
dread to return- — —This is a wrong turn of think- 
mg- ; -I have st&l innamerable blessins;s left, and 
Tery great .comfort? in my aqrviving friends, for 
which, I hope, I am sincerely thankful. But 
the firet impressions of grief will be felt. How 
shall I miss her kind indulgence of many Httle in- 
clinations, her tender concern for my health, and 
heriCOHBtant watchful care of me, whenever I 
'needed anyparticiHar assistance, which, as she 
was never freia h(qne, she was always ready, and 
always, willing to affonl rae! JBut these ara 
childiBh and selfish coneixlerations, and ought net 
to be dwelt on I'n any other view than that (tf 
preserving the gratitude I owe to her memory. 
-^What right hare 1, my dear Mrs. MontagUj 
to trouble you with this meknciiDly Boigect? 
None, but the ri^t which yon have so kin^ 
^en ine, by assuring me that yoa lore me. 

Quandp piu tra gli affantii altri ai duole 
Par che dt car! auoi piu ri raromenti, 
£ ben che lian lostani, il dolor svote 
Con forte faptasia farli present!, 
MeUitiamo gli aRettJ, f la parolct 
Onde ci reodcrian lievi i torm«ntij ' 
£ con quei sensi in lor penoiia expresst 
f ensiaiDO a lora, e Coosoliam noi stessi. 

{met 
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I met with this passa^ yesterday, in Carlo 
Ma^i, and it was so applicable to the state of 
tty mind, that I could not help IranscribiDg- it. 
I cannot give a better proof of my dependance 
<Hi your affection, than by saying', jou imme- 
di^ely came into my tbonghts, while I was read- 
ing it. 

I intended to have gone into Kent on the flrst 
receiving thii news; but my friends here very 
kindly prevented me, and my father has since 
sent me word, that he would not have me return 
home till the family is more composed ; so I shall'* 
pursue my original scheme of going to myuncle'A 
on Saturday. X know that is beUer for myself, 
than going immediately to Deal, but this I should 
not have considered, if my friends there had not 
aU agreed in desiring me to defer it. In my pre- 
sent resdutien, I propose to stay only a month, 
and then return to Deal ; in what manner I ahaH 
proceed afterwards cannot be determined, noir 
thonght about till I am got there. 

I owe you a thousand thanks for your goodness 
to me. during the too short opportunity I had o^ 
seeing you in Berkshire. I recollect every ex- 
pression of regard and friendship, with the most 
tender gratitude; and I flatter myself with a 
hope, of which 1 do not venture to examine the 
foundation, that I may be near you in town about 
spring. 
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l^ng. In the mean timCj I know yon wiD not. 
fbrget yoor promise, that I may at least converse 
with yonr shadow. I know too that yon wiU 
write to me, and I b^ you will tell me partacn- 
larly how yon do ; your saying a great deal of 
yourself, will do me real good, and furnish m* 
with some kind of excuse for the liberty I have 
laken with yon. Do not be uneasy about me ; 
1 thank God, I am tolerably wdL I am, my 
ilear Mrs. Montagu, 

Your most obliged, &c. 

P. S, I beg my compliments to Mrs. Scott 
Had you any news, of the ba^et, about which I 
was most heartily vexed ? I hope yoa receiTOd 
tny note ft'om Newbury. Be so good to direct 
, "fer me at Mr. Carter's, in DcTonsbure-stJceet, 
Withont Ksht^sgate. 



LETTER XIV. , 

Devoiiihire-street, <)c(.)der6, 1739. 

Yov wefe vety ^90&, My deat Mni. 
Motftagv, in writ^g to me «0(>n, *nd I tanrt^ 
^nk you kit the <con6ol«tlon y6ur letter gum 



prhyGooi^le 



me. lam/ upou the wliole, as.wellas erehyoi 
wish me to be^ for you would not wish me to b« 
iQsensitJe ; my spirits are ktwj. but I tbank God^ 
they are very peaceful ; ■ and I restrain myvelf a* 
much as possible &om all unnecessary a^rsva^ 
Uons of grief. 

I r^oice toijnd yonr health iv better than when 
1 saw youy and tliat you are capable of enjoying 
with BO much spirit, the blessing of a fine day j 
I heartily agree with youj. in ell your eacomiuoM 
upon this subject, whenever it is connected with 
the idea of the country ; but, in my present si- 
tuation, I consider a fine day na otherwise than 
merely as a matter of convenience, as it keeps 
nte out of the dirt; in any other view, one day 
in the city is just as good as another. Once in, a 
week I visit.the suii, moon, and stars, at Lam- 
beth, where they are rather more visible thw 
they are here, though Lambeth is for enougk 
fr(Hu looking any thing like the country ; how- 
ever, I am sure to meet with somethmg there 
that will do me more good. Miss Talbot, I 
thank God^ continues at least as well as when 
she left Bristol ; yet she still wants strength, 
which I fear nothing but a length of time can 
give her, and if- aita does not \Q$t ground this 
WintMTr one must he contented if she does ncft 
.gain much^ The last time 1 was there, I re- 
ceived 
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cetved a \cfy obliging note from Mrs. Pitt, A 
new proof of your kind attention for me, in 
letting her know where I mi^t be found: Mrs. 
Talbot and I were to wait on her in Portugal- 
street the next day, ' and ghe gave us the pleasure 
of [ler company the day after at Lambeth. I 
hope she is, upon the whcde, mended by all her 
9xcui'9ions, for she certainly appears in better 
health than when she was at Bath ; I hope to 
wait on her some day next week ; the notice sh« 
is so good to take of me certainly does me gnat 
honor, and I am doubly happy in it, from the re- 
flection that I owe it to you ; she teUs me you do 
not think of coming soon toLondon, wliich wotild 
be a most vexatious intelligence to me, if yoa 
bad not told me, in your last letter, that the 
country Was better for your health, and mora 
agreeable at present to your inclination ; so, in 
pare disinterestedness, ] heartily wish you to en- 
joy your groves at Sandleford, as long as there is 
a leaf remaining upon them. 

Sis licet fulix ubicunque mavis t 

Put do pray repay me for the good wishes of 
this line, by observing the injunction in the next; 
for I am not disinterested in every thing, 

I believe I shall not stay much longer here, but 
am come to no particular determination about the 
time 
7 
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time of tny gmng into Kent Whencrer I begin 
to think about my return home, and the first meet- 
ing of my friends tbjfl%'f'^liny spirits sink, and 
therefore I endciavour not to think of it at all, for 
it k a' circmnsttmce with which I tmve nothing' to 
, ^ till I get Uvre... |t is eqpaUy pi)f interest and 
. out duty, to restnin the' v^anderings oO>nBgi/>a- 
. .tiori>. which is perpetually inclined to,io|e uself 
-in . fl;)r.ing. o|r to distant situations, and to Vrl^ry 
and 'perplex the attention about objects ~viith 
Wbicb, till they become rtaJly pi^senV 1* Ba^'no 
. eoDcent- 'How greatly, does jouf peace depehd 
.. . on tiie observation of tbd.t divinie precept whidi 
,. pojnmwds.us to confine oiur thoughts' to the 
^ pacing d^y ! With the hour of trial wili alwayt 
b^ conoectwl the degree of support sufficient to 
. bear itf .up nndec it, wherever it is sincerely de- 
. .pended 08, and jn ibA inean tidie, the objects by 
which we ape immediately surrounded, are (be 
. j>fcq>eT.exe,i5:i?e of our attention. 
, . , .A,di«u. . tny dear Mrs. Montagu '; I am, with 
. ,the^ciQcej;e8f gratitude aiid affection, 
,,]..- '., . r - i ■ ' , ■ Your moat obliged, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 

Deal,Oct«ief26,l7SS' 

How unlucky was it for me, my dear 
Mn. Monta^j (baX I ahould miss the sight of 
yoQ bpUi times that you were so good to call at 
Lambeth; anothn' vexatious effect of my folun- 
deivig genius^ which, when you promised me the 
pleasure of seeing you, never once thought of 
appointing the hour, but very quietly concluded 
you would not come at Miss Talbot's time of 
riding; just a> if it was to be supposed you bad 
set down every thing that wai once told you, in 
your Dodsley. It was impracticable for me to 
repair my loss by coming to Hill-street that day, 
and the next I flew into Kent. If I staid a day 
longer in London, I should have received a letter 
wiUi a proposal to delay my jourtiey, on acconot 
of the alarm about the French. A* I did not 
receive it, I came away with a very safe con* 
science, and am very glad not to have met with 
any impediment All the time I should have 
spent in London, afler my resolution of leaving 
it had been taken, must have been past in an un- 
settled, uncomfortable way; for when one bM 
any thing proper to do, there is no being at easa 
T0X..J. F till 
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titi it is rfone. My return wiH, I hope, fee ©f i 
some Utile use or amusement to my friends here, ^ 
particularly to m^ youngest nster, whose spirit*. 
are naturally weak, and now particukucly nfse4 - 
every affectionate assistance tlmt can be siwn 
thetOf after ttie sad sbsdt they have. kl«Iy r«- , 
ceived. This-consideiAtion nntde roe wry anxioM 
to-get liome, thoMgh 1 sliould have lQDg:ied to 9«a ; 
her witbvut it, after our being absent frofn tvfh. 
other above t^o yean; she certainly is mjr. 
concern, the R-ench are mttj aU I bevje .to 4o ^ 
about them is to recommend my countr)v.-my. ^ 
friends, and. n^^^ to the ipjroitection of Projvj- 
deflLCje, and .thfn endenvoiir ta drive the tqvasion 
•ntof my head, as it will not .{U-ercnt itbyre* ; 
m^mog tbeiw. 

,You charged me (o tell,ypn how I do* whi^hj 
18 rather a 'pozzling task^ as I know, jnighty little. < 
of the matter.' 1 endeavour,, for the present, to ^ 
render my mind, quite a blank, by-M4iich raeaiu.^ 
1 keep tolerably free from very painful ifecollec■^.; 
tioni ^ but.l find. I want^urits; instewLvf 4yiD0 .-. 
through the whole cifcle of my^oq^aintanqa,^ndl: ^ 
lisjting t*cry favorite tpol witluji juy. r^ftci^ .^^:^ 
alwajs uaed to do. at my- retawi.h»H)aB,-J sit-; 
migh^ i;^ietiy ^xpectitig peojjtle to't^jipon f^^ ^. 
or^.let,it alone„aa they think-pM^erj^ yetX-IJI^i^i. . 
Gadl,aia uf^ i|U:%>>^ i^.a^liV^e^$i!^l:;l^l^P§?^l.q 
* . . & ,, r recover 
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67 
/<*bV*fr a ^rrfper *gree of activity: indeed sticl* 
a stupid "Indolienc*^ od^ht not to be long indulged, . 
tlHragltbnesonieGmeeflhdB it necessary, aa opiates 
a«1n attacfa of strongpain. 

^WeH, Wat'how dii you do, ttad i^at are you 
doiAg,-;Wnd What are yoti to dd> I longi to heae 
tb#t ybtf- ire' quite delrrertd frbm the terror of 
fr^eiing in the arctic cli^e,-* not but yotir .witrter 
in London rlt miich 'longer, for it lasts tifl July, 
but- thtfn yoa^havethe CTmfort'of spending it ; 
amotig^ crtatnres </f riwf cwn species, and in yoor 
0*1 Wy.- '■' '■'. f '■■ ■"■•■ -^ ' 

"Wniyott be sd'goiid someHme* to hieiAion me- 
to Mrs. Pitt, and to^ say erery thitig'tbat may ex- 
press raygratlftKfe'irtd' esteem for her? Not ■ 
that with all this, I am by any means in perfect 
diiirity wIUi het, after my Lord Lyttelton's pe- 
reAipbry declaration, that she admired me, but ^ 
did not lore me ; now to be sure, she migbt ad- ' 
mire me if I \i^a a tocal statue, or a walking 
tripod ; but no such qUeer curiosity am I, I walk ' 
vpan two feet Kite other folfes, and there is not 
one fndi of maiftle in my whole composition. ' 
Sur^-tben, itlateryhard that Mrs. Pitt should ' 
thif^ bf'^ekinjg^Rie tip in a cabinet, like a mere 
object of tPertu, tohtadmittd, and perish with 
c<jd,'^vi4ten'l am so much better entitled to be 
pktied lit -some obicuresnog corner by a 'n-ann 
p 2 fire-side. 
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8|e^3e. ^f ^fiotrta ht qutte liftd^iie, if you had 
:ieoft8ideredine'iif th* tert^ tifew of a<Mra<Jm« 
tti'd'^lac^ me irribtl^ youii' TMefr/.tthA .Jonr 
Chinese ^olh; bat ymi rflbaA^ ^^^ you Jweif 
^(he, and If (it beyond all con^wcFrt fiMn^Mkp]^ 
in that declaratitm, tban if tb« ffiOit hMutt^a 
¥t(tti(n iiadb^u assigned- rafej 1^ iray ©f cu- 
' ind^r^/ flmt «t»ald Iwre iMto ibtmd in tlM^ Qi^tiah 
-Mnl«i&.'-';' ■■'^"■■^■' " ^ ■ ■■i-.:^>'- -. •■-■ , 
; fendbse the clfti^irig fwki I «MBtioto^^^ 
"^60, u^hope it w3t lilfdte yoii iu^MtltiHtiitMi- 
^'cal^ ;fi$d (if Onfo ]V&^ SB- I^tft. Adinii ihy 
~'4e&r'-1ll^Montagiii I ant; wMi file siBCerest- 
;'3at«aio ioii afifection, 
••';"« '" ■ ■ ToornMJrtdWiged, &c. 



xETTfia xn. 

' Dcal,l>«onScrtl, l?5l). 

As I am ndt perfectly met nlietherl 
have ah inconteBtalile title to all ttie'pritil(%ei 
hnd immunities of an invalid^ my conscience vill 
not suGfer me tu be quite satisiied till I. have 
thanked my dear Mrs. Montagu for her letter^ 
-which 1 have the more reason to do^, as before I 
received 
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feceired it> I was be^iMng to fftm nty nncny 

•wad, Ibc^Qk; m«r^jf tiie^oxa8^i|e&ce,of-U, nnd 

^^ftf.ypw neirt apcoaW^ wiQ.glvc ms die^teaitHie 

■^^hfrniv^ that yon have Kcov^jed^lhe-jj^sigg 

_4CrpouthreiwBlt)iiind ftcUvitf. ■ , ii -j 

' I- tiave ^ofrYead the Hutory fl^ft^e Pemtcnite>/ 

:5t*cj^m'tittte extracts witfe whicb Ij^s ^reajlly 

pleased. It is much to be wiAed indeed tfai^i^e 

r^gtfnecfdiiufaion of'Bov<^ nading 4id^. fender 

tacb «ntid(rte8 very necena^. Xanow) Jfin^ of 

.antidotei jwhaps are novesaft^iip. ^i,^w^ 

ikiads of potfon imbibed itv tbe, tluily|^,Jlti^e 

'wretched books*, by whicli tfae;Ui^gp4BBd^, 

the tastei^ and. tb(<)h^J^ axVfquAliy in danger of 

-being vitiatett Those which are writ in the 

tnost specious manner, with great ap|iearance of 

delicacy, and high pretensTonrto virtue, are of 

.all others the most destructive; they form « 

jumble of right' and. iiirohg., w entangled toge- 

^ Vlt ^il^,lji{^^^))Yioui te the r»der, bow grvat has baenthe 
improvement which bai taken place iu writing novels, since 

! jthfl;4«lB of tbis.'lett^r. Mrs. C^ir^r Ligihly approved of 
. jjqyi^.-flyit hftv^ fijnce been written by uuthon of considerable 

. genius, as well as of ^trict morals, such as Mrs. West and 
.Mrs. RAdcIitTe, and uiljers tvho might be named; and she 
%)und the rending of such works a very plcaHng relftxalion 
ftomitertevciecsciulteE. . 

'■ ■* ; .... ther. 
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Mpamte ihaan: whicb mWma m ntvf r- bplfti^ 
4i) yomg tK«|tIe, vho take »!) MffetljKrij . *i4 
lluifi tibeii- Iiead^ becQintta ,ii)cre-.c})W« of coOt 
f twfd .iii^i^fli ^pd. ^eir: hearts ^^. cfaeatfi^ i9^'^ 
^ery fixed'PsincipleDf ^cik^. .. ..t . >:..i ,i -.-% 
; After quarrelling mUi.Ui^.faf^>Rafal8^tudjtf 
!»f (bis v^rlf^J'pnKfiad to ^iye-p«. vMt^axDfipA 

<(« yoH ifupi^pKii to ftumi^ ip9 ^th m^bi^ 
^e lioobii \ytivcU htiye ent«iitfjiiB^d.ine.fiiiu% IJied 
],ri»idon. ... IwasgreaUy^plca^eU by Dr«P«[«W(oD:9* 

jpome of tbfi pwphecie^; ia -the.c!e9re(^«B4 fiiUc4 
iitiaiiiinerj -Bq(I.gi^en t^ e^-on^t reasqns.to-pEOVff 
iiiey' felftte tft tliQ.p^p^ poycer, of .(^ny. writer I 
eiPef.Hwt with-* . TtiM^ »?fi i"*ny excellent ihrngg^ 
po doubt, in tIm<|tlucU rolanifli bat in ,8pme p«^ 
a ..'■■.■./•/■., ■ . ■ ■ . ■ I ■ 

• Dr. Ntwloii's, afterwards Bishop of Bristol, " I>is«cr< 
tation on tfie Propht- eies." Mrs. Carter was afterward! very 
fcjich accpiaiilted mA tfiat h«rwi' ahd ^miatrlcDinn^ 
In tiii Dre,'iir«fiKcd U> hit works, f>Dl>(ished hAertilt de^ 
Ctnte, it H aud, tbHt ihs linct. upon his 'moaumeDt in Bow, 
Cliuich, were writtcii by ^rs. Carter ; but ihis t« couni* 
dicleil. \ty Mrt. Carter hemlf in a MS, note in her ontl 
liBn<l, written in' tl)e margin of the votuiDc, in wbich th^ 
Sttyi Vh>y wef6 w'rilteh ^y Mrs. Newton,' tlie Bishop'* wi^iw, 
The fact h that Mrs. Kewlon sent thcni to be correcud >by 
Mrs. Carter, who n^de cun^dcrabk altciatiooa in tlien. 

■■ .'■ ■■■■■' "■(!>« 
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I^Rte-itt ^gr»at tf»ixt»*eof faocy ^ndhypoUietti^ 
In^ed-i* is, vtr^^i^utt £ot tbe.sobenest li^ad, 
irlii^:engaged'-'in''fisi]Citng tbe-trnest and vmrnt 
iitimfisitiib systertt, to rest quite contented ^ittv 
■odi material as noere truth aqd rea|on oiu sup* 
ply;: -sWhlle'tfcejL think Uiere is any Uiing want- 
InjBf'tsceenjihfr icquite complete, there will be ft 
s(t>ohg;tem(U*tk»ft to jdrriate jiito tihe regiOtu df 
)m|lg;ffHition, whetre^ human |Kii$ny <an4 'veak- 
tiieas^fitid»a40ren«oui^ce/ and may^ fdrniBtjed 
;j|-ith-aid» ^kb viH uqverbe gmnticd by tli|t 
^8tin«t« paTMDiony ^common sens*. After a)t, 
^ moan «(0 ^artic^Ii^r reflection pn Dr. TlJewton; 
»ti<o writes, for the nuwt part; witli gyet^ j<i^ 
neii^ aiB w;ell &» great inWestyi and is fEdtjbU 
ti^iU«ly a$ he is hsman, but upo^ the ^hol^ if 
.an^tjed to '^<it honor and Mteem; '■ l 

I read *' The Sublime 9^d Beg^tiful*" witl^ 
pleasure; but to do it justice, i^afi think it nece?- 
S^y to read '}t a^q. I h^y^ j^ad thejQi'^t, apd 
Mn .in.iiie sifcicmtf yplumc: <rf Plii)ip+,. mid asi 
gUfttly jde%bted, both yrith 't^ ntanner 90^ 
^e M)f tlte hifltotidH. Both y^ ahd I mnsi, 
however, b.e niortjijfiea with ^his part of the his-' 
jiorypf^pur fayorifee i^Uierii»ns>, >vW Piak^ ^ 

^ ■'* Wr. BurkA rerebmted Eswy; ' ' ' - " ^ 

^ Life'of Philip of Macedon, by I)«'Lela«d>' ' 
' -' worthless 
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worthlessand contemptible a f)g;trre, ttntme4e'' 
cpises them as miacfa as otie hrt^' th^ exetei^ifn 
policy anct amTiition of t*h3r)!i: ' Rierasseauli toOfc 
ftfiected me vciy strangely. There t» ititioh'godS- 
gense in it;, aAd hie ar^nments agaittft ft ^lidaftBmt 
Geneva, seem ntt'ei^ unahiiveraWe, at wellfteteiftB^ 
ithich lie advances in a mftre-gftnerdTwayi- Y^ 
there is sometlifng 6t other iri-tb@ bodk HAlpquUif 
sunk my spirits^ particularly in all the paltsm«i 
vvhere He finds ah occasion' of mf^ntmnlh^hiititelf* 
He seems to have strong- princfples of viKoe, ^tet 
in him it seems sucK an uncomfortable tuMI even 
dismal virttt*^ as strike om^iiViBotne stftb^^Mhinetf 
as if one'tvas to enter info a: notJle'iq)UrthJent 
hang Vrith'Uackl- Surely the pow rain tttamt 
be s. Chris^n^ airs' then ^ ft easRy tctonmiei 
for; in one bf his note? he thftntiofift the fUt 
naiufal (whi<^ you lent Miss-Talbof) m bnc^ % 
way that' I should' suppose he was theaiith«ir«f 
it, and there is a character in that pfay wMdi 
seems a perfect'cbpy of his own. ' 9^ you 'know 
any tiling of ttite liirtory of this writer^' I da 
not reniember ever hearing any thing about him *. 

* He wa; »u0ctei))1y. Iniona afterv^rij;! ; t^nd to bim 
iuiglit<vi.'ll .Im ttpf)ic4 tho .^wtif^l liues of Scntca : 
■■■ '-" •' i "JfUmors gmvkihcnbMv . , ' 

Qui notui iiiiDit«mni^, .< . • ^ 
Ignutui; moiilur sil^i." 

Mri. 
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late provideiUiiiA diinpattoa. of. tius.. B^t fle^ti. 
Ma^y tbwe. great ,recceMes Jbca.jqiieags, of prftr.]; 
Qorm^ tihie Mc««iDf <^ a ae<^r^ P^^j: ^ b]«e8in£^ 
iBfii3ately!«ip>ei'i(»E'tq «U the trkiotpba of viKtory^, 
&qf wbftt> ^w,-9|Ee the oiosl apkadid vktoriei. 



jfltfr ^tiMjpvrii', and, charges, jjn^i ^ifh ^ijej; beit 

few »4^ :ff^^h. a*^ ^ j*i wclifted^t^^ho ^i^ 

ttnetwuitt^ l^tfor./^Qse. last teiv<j^;[?j pij^ nwc^ 
totwMj.&ti^ahe iy m all respects, I,thank^GQ,c^ 
«¥ much bfitt^ tbat tny fe^ ofc g/'eatly ^ate^ 
My <ide«t 8H*er too ia V^M^y tfi?io wbeo i. 'fir»t 
icameJitomej wid a* they, a^-e^l&ieiter^ my .h^Kth 
iimd spirits are better iool ... ■ '" . 

■t- , Be,,^ good as to preseqt.my, cosmpliments to 
fMra. Pijlt. Yott are eug^^^ io boDor^ 1 ttimk, 

Mn. Carter guested truly that he was not aClirUtiaii; 
hut whatever [innciplct of virtue he might posM^ «rf which 
%t nkt'tuhtmuaHy hoisting, tliry vnrte Mcver tfaeant it] hit 
Rctiflot. Perhaps nio writings have ever boen to peniicious 
to society ks thowof Itouucgu. And- such indeed was af* 
icrnards the opiiaos of &In. CartOT* . 

not 
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«ooB inakeime happy. I^ tn aatoaut of you 
bnng quite veoovwed^ aii!d«ai> '■ - 

Daax'Madam, Ac ■ 



P.Si. . Is Lady Fr»n«f yVi}}i%mM .towpi 
)e $0 g( 



^e so good to menticmj.wh^n yofi vfiite^ tw« 



L^nTERXVn. 

Surely^ inv de.ar MrB..IVIoatagpa, it » 
il^Ue an age since I beard from you^ and m^ 
n^e^ce w^ll hold pjiLnfi longer. I Bud fliere 1% 
ijfl jeiul tQ we^arj'i.ng mj^eejtf.withjcorjettures \yh6;x 
ther this sil^nceiiHopcfteioyed bjr your not hayioe 
rcpoyered, tl^ sj^Jtf ,of Jpuf feyes^ or by your- 
l^yipg lost JJie jfecIingoCyoi^rhesirJ. Itijasi^: 
thftt I have transl^tod.EpiC'etus to mighty^ litUsr 
purpose, pr I should tiav^ do sojicitude. on. ^bisr 
pioint^.j|)r ))e..,>Y9^ Jiaye ^convinced me that la 
lost friend is no more than a broken pipkin ; and 
though it^is p^ql^^e he might bav* ailowerijini 
to be, i^m^w^i^j^f.^presde^ P»ij>a» t* woiJrf. 
,. , affiru) 
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jilfrnKAoi fpuVMA-P iptpj^^tjB, aaAtetM* 
!of mere i^AMtinen iw^i^a i^^fiti ^ tfidtifs jkiJL 
NoiTj though all. tibis is .very, fine &r people nte 
fconsider Aetr irbndi ouljy as a subject of philo- 
aophical exercisej and may be mighty consolar 
tory H> such as need no conHitatipn, I, who have- 
jftttein^ no such' ^'bhrne' pitch of wisdom^ can 
read and translate the whole chapter of friencte 
and pipkins, without discovering any relation be- 
tween the-two .ttuDgSr ^ad-.u^umt being at all 
&e less fretful and inpatient at not knowing 
wbet is become of you.. You .may aige, in ex- 
£use of giving me this solicitude, that I desired 
you not to-p^rite till you could do it with perfect 
case. Vf ry true : but then you might, A least, 
bave sent me your kind love and scnrice by the 
iCarrier, or tlie waggon,- or any such, oth^ ^riW 
?e^ncc, as folks >vho cannot jvrjte written'band? 
nnfce use of, to tell thek ftiti^ that they are m 
good healt^, hjoping tliey ^re Uie same. Do, 
pray, by som^ pieans or odier, }^ Eto good^to 
)et jne have an accoont of ytm. I %m i»me(imcs 
m a fright fifaout you, ^ soni^tiiues' in n tiff, 
|)ut in either dispbsitioD, 

ypur jiipgt *rfMioi*te, ftc ' 

B. % Tbe^ will be no end to nly enqnwie*, 
|br if yoij d^ aof ttiy' sopii kt in« ^uow how 
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yoa do here, I hope t6 be aUe t» diipatch t 



. LETTER XVIII. 

"''.' Deal, FtirimyH, Vfli' 

. Though IJupQ.TeiabSQon. to. InwJJ^ 
,faaji4Hness, of teehg yofij. my jcohn^iencp ^cAocMt 
be.qoite way, unlas? I first thapk you,, my d«ir 
]!dn. 'Afonta^ for a leUer for itbtc^I ani:40 
greatly indebted to yoa. To tbonk'you, indet^j 
i».tM S.ic&a4oi~{p answer. it is imppsaiblet for 
b0w.£an X say ^y ^iqgci^bJe'Of doing yoa 
baiCtbegood'Which tbatleUST'did meP- I >riBh 
3. 4iQd«rBt*od nvuic as- well as -you da. One 
jKoold j^ot iiaqs^e that the syJIabtes' which ffO^ 
{^r.gea=^treBti vrexe a very good sql^^e^; 9nd 
^y in tbe nwDner you have tuned ,f})emj, (hey 
aie beccme ciicbaatingly' barmonjouii,; and they 
.eBUveoaime into a. gaiety of »|untB whidJA does 
:h^Optot]}j^power,af youtskilL ; ' ■> .._-■' 

...froa^bis co^h^ and myself on the^fliccoixat you 
;.j|9^'iai%''9f.i)H^-ownb«^tb. i mi^ut: awoJ^oa 
WWW*cb«ftH(fcy9Uri5a«n^ it,. Uii/|. (^qiiik 

a9b?3:i ■-■!.■ -"-w ^■^■■^i.^cy.ri „, ■ ■■:■:.■: ;'-God, 
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God« as mlDas saiiid: M^ bead .^^erally eoft- 
fiaei me to a pillow^ two days in a week ; but 
one ftngti* tn hp. yery i hnnVfiil not to have any 
wCH'se pain^ than keeping qniet can relieT& 
Oiange of aiE, .peiliqirSj.fflir .a, little while, at 
least, may render my confinements less frequent 
I AlWei*pJ'WWp'ftW<»-«t««t «n Monday night 
Yon are very good fw so kindly thinking, about 
&y t^partmentfl, tiat itwiU lie quite unnecessary 
tor iue tb ^ive ydu any troiAle at present aboat 
tiheirf; I 'h&\6 recommended that care to^rs. 
'-'Kbiindn^ And I'^i i^tiaded ifae may be'per- 
IfectJy ndted dn. '>- '' '"- ; 

' I iftfpatieriUyMrtig' to see ^oh. btlt the lively 
'][>te»ure 1(^1 Kt^tlnnkiii^ on it^ h i)M)f!tiita<es 
' i^ecked by the latb experieti^'^f b^jhad d( the 
- tracertfliinty of rtirftndeBt ho^pes.' People who 
''gS' tb town to ' see -sights, andri'atftet'from one 
'^ «irowtl KtflftoUier, set but wHh very dlln-efilsen- 
.ftiliii^s fibifi limine, whose end'isto conrerse^mth 
;^(^ l«e ybh. triey feet no toKcttode about 
-■tttbSetteSy- leave behibd, or those' tKft^ are 'to 
meet, for at ^' etehts, they are suire'to Viteet 
■vritfatofhebodif-orsbmethh^ no Rihtter wh6m or 
^^bttti 1%^ [>leasurMv«f ii Tolaenfr heaA; ^ 
^mii)!Ale«s'lhLbletodittpp«fatin^ Ifaafrtb^te^of 
ft sensible heart;' For saeh as can be contented 
with rattles and raree-shows, there are rattles 

and 
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and raree-showB in abundance to content them y 
and when one is broken, it is mighty easily re^ 
placed by another. But the pleasures arising^ 
from the endearments of social relatiohsj and the 
delicate senaibtlities uf friendly affection, are more 
limited, and their objects incontrovertible ; they 
are accompanied ivith perpetual tem!er«A«iiUi^i- 
and subject to accidente tiot to be repaired' bw-. 
neath the fiun. It is no wonder. how«Ter> that ' 
the joys of folly shoald have their coroj^ion is 
a world with which Chey are to end, while tfaoea 
of higher order, murt necessarily be incomplete 
in a worM where they are only to b^n*. '' II 
*' luogo ove si godono i buoni parHiti, d bueni.'- 
" amici e U paradiso. Cola aspetttamoci ; eoli 
" aintiamoci a giungere. Cola io spero di poter 
** esscr cteTTiarnente come $on qui." 

Your most affectionate, &c, 

* This brantiful and acau rellccti<ni »d*oinUy tccoaots' . 
for the difEcuUy which has ufEen circuEnd, to tie mini Hat -. 
Koutti upon many liingt, why tlie chiidren o^^Au nw/^sliDultl 
■houtd teem to enjoy a greati^r itiarc of happiriois in it, tha^ , 
falk to the lot of the cAildreii'nf light. ForWrs. Carter's ■ 
obsfcrvatioii ftppIiL-s aa tvell to Ihb highuit Teligi»us iilatiet,\af ■- 
whlcb-the very eswnceis coDlinual improyfliietit >n tJleiilt.Ba. - 
ittToettotfae^ciai aflt^m^of the (vtllug IkvU • -. -. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Deal, May 12, IjSd, 

-. ■;. ■ Mv ctjnscience will not suffer me to rest 
contmtecf frith the t)altry excuse of waiting titi the 
DttUo^uctt' amve, befbct I' thank yon, my dear' 
Mrs: Montagu, for the -fevorof your letter. I 
heartily Wish it could hove bronght me a beUer 
account of yeurhtaltb, but^l invaKds tnutit he 
pvticalsi^y af^ted lathis strdnge hct^rogeneotis 
-weather, whidi'unitesthefogBofNovemberwitlii 
tile Uoora of May,' 

, " And on oU Hyem'schin, andicybiew, . 
An od'rous cb^Ut of sweet summer buds. 
Is at in mockery set." 

There is one adrantage,- however, in this c(^d, 
SMorafortiUite seasoiij Aat yon may^ without 
fcruple, stifle yourself at concerts and assemblies 
in London, and not be obliged to express the 
lea^t Yfiiii for going into the country, which 
everybody, in fine, weather, seems to think it 
deeeot bo do, though, according to Mrs. Pitt's 
maxim, it is every body's mortal aversion. ' ' 
Dp not flatter yourself that theanoDymous au- 
tboir 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



80 
ihor of the I>ialogtieA* will remain I*fig con- 
cealed. I have a strange peiaoaslon thaC it \^ill 
immediately be <EMoveHed"tii>'#hoin thewiUldu 
obliged for them ; at least I tbldk 1 shonld cer- 
tainly liave ascribed those which I hare had'lli^ 
pleasure of seeing to batone person, llongfor 
the combat betwixt Hercules and Oadnras, sMd 
still more for the fine Lady and Mercary. Ihdb«d 
I long for the whole book ; which I shaH t^d 
with an adventitious pleasure, as it will reC^ So 
many, valuable hmirs to my remembrance, and 
while other people are merely reading ud' ad- 
miring the work, .1 shall be conversittg with flie 
authors and their friends. I Bhotitd very little 
deserve this advantage, if I did hot J^I a very 
lively plealBure from it ; and 1 cannot esteem it 
as I ought to do^ without reflecting how greatly 
I am indebted to you for it. 

I need no:t exhort you to ase all your influence 
with Mrs. Pitt to prevent her gomg abroad. I 

, • •' DiatogucB of ihc Dc»d," by tbe first Lord Lyttdlon, 
were published, williout bis name. In 1760. Tb ili<.-e were 
added three othen, al»o anonyincniilj;, b; Htt. Kluntagu. 
TiiMewere belnenvCsdnuatuid H^cules iMcrcui; and a 
modecii fine Lady; Wid I'luiaich, Charpiii apd a modern 
BookMller. There ii in them a great deal of wit, good 
fCQie, and knowledge both vt ibe world and of iiUory. 

wish 
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wish you coiild persuade Iier to be of the opinioji 
of that honest and impartial bUtorian, who af- 
■firmed *' Jjondoa to be the biggest and finest city 
ii| theiwoclf^^ end-all the people in London to be 
jtheMHi|sept,^o^le in the world:" for if she was 
;qiieQ,c{>(|vinced«f thi»plain tmih, it would surely 
ibff ioipc^ble ishe could ever forsake it. Seriously, 
;^.^]iipt ajut settled, state, seems tp be perfectly es- 
/senti^l.to T^ietbaippitte^i .Change of scene, and 
,vaijj^y,rtf : ()lgpcts, may. sometimes be of use to 
ijiJij'ect,the,Bi,fiiancho!y,of tthe soft affections, and 
.give qjiritrilo the languors of tender grief; but 
dist^npers cou-lrdcted in the world, demand a 
..differept wetljod of pure. ^ Tour friend — and 
.iudiHge my vanity, ip the privilege you have'pro- 
.ci^ed me, .of calling her mine.-pis, I hope^ re- 
\,CQ3tering from thatfever of ambit^^il,,,ana "|Lhat 
delirium of 'extravagant- wishes ,.and fantastic 
schemes, which the besjt constitytipins cjn scarcely 
I avoid bei^g. infected with, in the air of a cojirt. 
In this case, allTiurry and agitation must be dan- 
gerpus, and.caji pnly retard a cure, and gentle 
CQohrig Tpmedje^, aiid absolute repqsej' seem the 
only means of procuring, any to.lessble.segtot^- 
t*oft to bealth;"' Do pray let me knowi as^sooan*. 
she has fixed'on a' house; for otie shallli&eafcaTe 
some con^dehcc thai e>He will r&m^In' in Ei^je;teftd. 
yoi.'i. " Q" ''" '■"'■' " "'" '"* 'Ha** 
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Haw fou Tindicated my character to Mn^ 
Stanley, whom you would never let me vUit, and 
who very probably may conclude me to be S9 
jioisy and riotous, that I was not lit to be tnuited 
in the room of an inralid. I am greatly obliged 
to you for mentioning Miss Talbot's healthy look; 
she gives me a most comfortat^e account of her- 
self. Da you go to Lftmbeth, and do you lend 
her any books ? 

If any of your servants should be dispatched 
into the Stmndj 1 should be obliged to you, if 
you would be s,o good to send to Mr. Becket's, i^ 
Tolly's Head, near Sorrey-ttreet, for the propo- 
iials for a subscription lor printing Thucydides, 
in octavo, which 1 should be glad to see, for I 
enjoy the thought of a book, in a compass which 
I can read without a telescope *. 
. I cannot do as you bid me ; though I very 
sincerely thank you for saying you so much re- 
gret my departure, it is impossible Ibaft 1 should. 
pill/ yxm-for it, for I am sure if yon regret it aa 
much as I am concemed to desire yon shp¥d4> 
you would be far enough from thjtnkin^ any 

* As Mn. Carter was cxtietaely sho^rfighte^, tt,w^ \flf, 
nicotiTeiiieiit to her to read in a large book. But she couli 
nail the unitUetl piiot without »uj trouble, cveti t» the cloip 
©f her life. 

body 
9 
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b^f^ ibat wouli tell y9U bOw U> Melp tl- That 
yt^i aever vif^ be ^J^Ie t(> help it. 19 0iq most iM- 
licioiu wi«li tlwt e%a ever be wt6«4 jou by 
. , Your voat 9b%£d« &^ 



LETTER XX. 

Bfctt, Sfay 19, irfift 

pear Madam,. . 

, fo >v»».fi<it yii kst nigltt tfiat I bad Um 
pleasnre ,af wceiviog;. either ,yuBr ktter or the 
Dj^logi^. My tertber happened tp be presii^ 
wben the book arrived,- wild, t^e vypeteh wftttibed^ 
it aivay in an. jn^lapt^ tliougb w^th 30 owsy gfto^ 
woria, tbat I ha<^ no pow^r of resist^ocf;. H« 
h98.lv4 Jwt-Jiowsent'it back, aad I have cpn- 
siffn^ it over to my, father^ till J haye thaiike^ 
fftt for it. i eeuld Dpt^ bowevfr, let it go oat o( 
my iiand, tiJ' I h^ at I?ast run over the two ftrst 
of the. three im^Io^es. which gare-me a pleasure 
at least eqfiit^ .to .what, 1 Irad expected from them. 
It u downrigbt scandal to aay that Cadmus talkr 
like apedant; h« Ins alt ^e ekf^wnceof poHte 
literature : anit tC is equaHy scandalous to suBpeot 
thirt Mrs. MoiUsb wants the power of amusing.; 
asa proof of it I bav« laughed moat (w^iaUir' 
G 2 at 
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St the fine Udy deHn^afion of the bon ton,' 
which is perfectly original, and must be nniver- 
sally ta$ted by all w)io ever heard the expression, 
and felt by all who aim at the character. 

I am very scnry to hear that Lord Lyttelton is 
stilt ao .&r from well; yet few people have such 
consolation for ill health as he, who is capable of 
employing the hours of languor and confinement, 
in a manner that does so much honor to himself, 
and may be of ao much use to the world. 

I am much obliged to you for the improved 
<tate in which you have returned my glass. I 
ahall soon set down to Ltuly Frances WiHiams'ii 
book; titoe needed dl the merit of her recom- 
mendation to tempt Tsie to look irtto a quarto, but 
I pTonuw myself gfeat instnictioh from her cha- 
racter of the work. K am perfectly sensible of 
the honor you all did me, by preserving me alive 
in your raemofies that evening at Mrs. Pitt's; it 
is the next degree to the happiness of being of 
the party. 

I wish you ev^y enjoyment of clear skies and 
flowery prospects in the country, and hope you 
will not be sufficiently fatigued by thehistoriettes 
of the good gentlewomen <if Baling, to counter- 
ytork the benefit of the air. Adieu, my dear 
Mrs. Montagu. I have not told you half how 
much I admire the Dialogues. 1 am persuaded 
I sbaU 
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86 
tdiall ao<Hi .enjoy Hie pleftflHrQ of beu-ing them 
admired by the rest of the world ; and ai the aatno 
time I shall feel a very singulal* delight from the 
reflection that scarcely any body can have bo much 
reason to lore the author of them as her 

Most obliged, &c. 



LET*tER XXI. 

' Ccal, Jtfay 23, 1760. 

Dear Madam, ■ < 

. As I hoped to ^w a more parti^ul^ 
informatioD of the Dean of Canterbury's bealdi, 
by a visit X ims lo,pay in Uie country tins afteti- 
poon, I «kfeTKd Answering your enquiry imme- 
diately. But I have beard little more than I bnev 
before. About. si|[ wedu agtb he -vras thought 
ito be in svch a state as must soon carry him off; 
bat he is, since that, grown better, and 1 do not 
find there is any immediate prospect of his death. 
He is carried out in his chariot for the air ; but it 
utterly helpless, .and often, 1 am told, entirety 
liMes his memory and understanding, yet has in- 
tervals of both. This is a fad alteration in aman 
who had once very lively parts' and a social dis- 
posiUon. His present melancholy situation has 
surely 
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mirell' blunted aH the dartt fif WTy luid dbfolquj 
which, in bis more prosperouif <l&yt, ' fiavi; 6lteti 
so cruelly, and I hope, in mahy itiaUnccs, very 
unjostlyi, attacked his chttiicieT. But' he imd 
none of the artt^ which help fo r^condte the' 
world to great successes; and the want of a po- 
pular behaviour, often rendered him less beloved 
and esteemed than he deserved. But you bid me 
tell you the state of his health, not write an 
apology for his life; but I know you will excuse 
my expressing some tenderness for the memory 
of R person, by whom I was always treated with 
marks of cordial regard and good-Will, and with 
whose fiunily I have been so long'acijuatnted*. 

I am much obliged to you for an account of 
the justice which the public does to ilt the Dia- 
logues; every body who has read them here is 
equally charmed. I seld6m venture to propose 
any modem hook to my father's reading, as 1 
know, he thinks there is, in the present race <^ 

' * Dr. Lynch, tbe gemleman hero alluded to, dkd twf> 
days «fier the date u( this letter. Ilc.waa the huad of a very 
apcicnt and hunuiablc Keiitbh family. He n^s a libi'ral and 
ktispitable man, much eniicd Tor his great prerermeiits. His 
two sons, Sir William Lynch, K. B. and the Rev. Dr. Lvnclh 
Archde^coii Md Frek-nd uf Cantuiliury, having died wiifaout 
chiUren,,tl|c ^utiily h now cklinctin liie male line; bui se- 
vemt de«condunls trom hia daughters, in veiy respect a Lie atid 
opiikitt situalioii*, are still ri^raainiiig. 

writers. 
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ifpffith: a ^'^t^. (rf.mpeni^gfitnd^ affectation 
ip .Btytej, tfbicli be holds in ^eat coatempt ; bat 
here, I knew I was vefy secure,; and indeed be 
t^lkp of the Piatogi^es ina m^noer which sbtisfiei 
eyeaiqe; OJid .1 hnow not when I have heard 
b)(A speak of any book. With so much approbation 
and {deanire. My brother i* eqiid^ly cbannedj 
tifii to show you that Mrs. Modish is a fevorile 
hf^ire, as >veU as in London, he would not ^Set 
^^. .Underdpv^n, to. get regukrly thnw^h tb^ 
bfH:^! tijl she. Iiad read that Diakfpie. -Without 
^j nta^er.of faraehood, I have bitberto avoided 
a)l. difficulties about the atithw, who, yoii tell me, 
is 80 weU known hi town, as I always told yott 
abe VQ^Id be. llhe bdok ia, at |n-esent, in th^ 
ba^df^f.iojr brother Harry, and frorri him it is 
ti>,pas$ to niy sister's, and when I am likely tb-get 
qniet .and undisturbed possesion of it myself, I 
e^nnpt foresee. 

Yptt vevy ^iMtly ce^siu'e those fine ladids who, 
with such a thoughtless gaiety, could crowd to s( 
sigltt, v^hich must (ilrtte every fecUi^ heart wHb 
cwnyiaasion and Hotror. By tlie Aecouirts e«i« 
• sees t'a the .ptriiHc papers, with whbt a <hictick.i 
ing insensibility of his- own deplorable condi- 
tion did that poor unhappy criminal close his 
wretched hfe ! How far the last tears of fruit- • 
less contrition, may be of efficacy. to alleviate 
' the 
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the punishment due to a long coorseof atrocious 
offences, we cannot tell ; and it is the height of 
madness and folly to f lace any dependence on so 
hazardous a foundation. Yet in such sad cases, 
it is the only chance ; and at least such a beha- 
vioar avoids that dreadfM- dgg^Vation of gailt, 
and havdened impenitence. ■ ' ■■' 

Yon tell. me you donot'know but you fnaydt 
last :beoagiae an ■ author in fopm. -I hope ^h are 
in earnest, and long- to know, whether yoa have 
really thoughbon any particular plan. 1 really- 
think the charactw oi Mrs. Modish, raay> make 
many a fine lady h<«rtily Mhatned, yet how Jon^ 
that salutary «ffect<inay fast, I know not, or whe- 
iiter she nay «o0 coitteiit herself wUh disphcin^ 
oneabmrdity-toonake i^om Ibr aiiothen -Met*^ 
to pluck up"th0 weneds of vice and foHy as tb^ 
lise^ is an endlesfr task. There will be a 'catastant 
succession perpetually spnnging up in racaM 
gn>iindj!!aiidjtfa&''only way of prtrventirtg theU- 
growUi^ ia liyi«awiDg the mind- with princ^es of 
(tUy. ) ' I Uear tily wiirii' ynu to 'be engaged in sonre 
•WsW'OSibiB kind.— I bsTC Hat moment aaum^ 
moss to go to Mxi. Hawkins Browne, who -is at 
}>^l, . Adieu> my dear Mrs. Montagu. 

Y«iU' moat &itMiiI,.ditc, ■'■- 
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LETTER XXn. 

;,. .. .. - . ' .Deal, Sgrffmfcp- 5, 1760. , 

' '■"'■■'■ '-CtBTumr sfr mftny months ^coald ttot 
have past} without makiiig Softie eiiquiiy «Rtir injf 
dear'Mn.fModlagni'9 health;, if I had not often 
leceiWdflonlc-irifonnBtion of it, from the rest of 
nyicorrespohct^ts. 1 heard, of you, from more 
thftiitoirfe 'persdni a« %in>g dbo«t the worttt'in '^ke 
vimteryeo^dciscribe ; 'ftnd how cobM I think of 
diracting^a letter I knev notirhl^i^, orth&tcny 
mhrial pnaUfaoy ■ could ever- overtake a fellow tra- 
TcUar-withitie-slin'^ 'BesideSi I was, ir( intervals, 
.extremely' eulky,''fh>ni 'the apprehension 'that I 
was idefiitode^ of my apartment in your 'heeert, 
1^ that lOMdhodyvr other had 'goneand'hirod 
it»o>v«r iriy'heei. This, I could not'help tl^nking 
a-very hard^cise, eb I had -been a very peaceable 
and oideriy tenant,' had ^ne no damage^ nor 
made any radcet,' was ■ oonrented *vith'my'own 
situation, and never raided kny disturbance' by 
encaoaching upon the rights of my neighbounf; 
and moreover, had always duly and truly -paid 
my rent, value to yon one pepper-corn. In the' 
midst of my appi'chensions, however, I comforted 
mys^with the thought that you wolild not do bo" 
unhand- 
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uoluAcUome a thing as to turn me out without 
aay manner of warning, and I was determined 
not take any but firom j<mnelf« 

It gave me great pleasure to hear you were 
going to Tanbridge, because I hoped it would do 
jfOv S(Md ; and it gives me etitt m(we,1p find that- 
jtikctuaUyhafdoneyougood. The^ ii stMaf thiag 
v^ZBtieuB hi the thought of jour being, in; tjK 
tame countyy and I to have no nKuv, ch^pe vf 
seeing yon, tiian if yon were in , the iKwtb< . .Upo« 
tbis OiXfttion, I have mighftily ff^ the want of 
tw«t'b1in»n coavcnieDGes, a poiB^ch■ise aed a 
bows. U I bad -bees poaatssed of the om; I 
woaldiiettunibf bsve^oeaw to TunbrSdge; and if 
1 had' bMQ nustiTMi: of the other, 1 wo^ have 
«nd<tivQttred to prevail on you to Come to Deal. 
Bftt-MMther pest-chaise nor beuse have, -I. I had 
|dcfi9i>d>'niyedf vrith the thoi^ht, lba(.wbeii m; 
bietbcir wAitinlo Hatnpbhm), which he bad beeii 
tiAmg of for sone time^ I would bendwhit; 
but, ip the rei^t eS sevend agreeal^e rev«iSeB> 
ut'Which I had se^etijr indulged mysd(, he- kat 
it t» Mrs. Osendeu, who ie going to bathe in the 
sea^ J ccunfort myself now with the thought, 
Ibat-att the pretty schemes I had fqrm^ wei« 
nwrdj reveries, and that if I had carrj^d- my 
joiBt/ it isi a., hundred to (me wheUtieir yiOfi ae«dd 
havec-brntoif ed a day or tw» upnt me pr; not- . 
; Ido 
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I ild not n^iick Itnrdi1a4iter4hat MM. I^ k 
^d^ to take a: Tong'teaMof k hoaM ia Pice*- 
dilly ; but I Binll be htwnily gtad ta hc^, that 
she eetually has t^eii it< laittTery happy in 
her having a thougfit aboat me upon tbii aoca- 
sioti, sni km too much interested in ttandin^ tt> 
tile en^l^^rtfentiv^ich you bbva made for. md, 
not' to startd to' ifm a vei^ effectual mantm. - 1 
aitt rei^ gMd thtif the SedMce equritacS Friuice 
IAio#' en(Kig;ti Of dUr kngM^e to be aMe to do 
ju^ti^s'ti) thb I>kdog;MB. r 

Ybti hiiMHy bid me meatioD nyheallh, which 
i», tliMik^dod, very well, exoept h^^ebs, rbes- 
matiBins, aod sontetintes litUefewn, all which I 
consider ati^o iminy non^naturahj which there is 
no living without. 

I had writ so fkr a day or two ego, hnt one of 
my little frippery fevers prevented my finishing. 
1 received your second favor last night, and am 
extremely oWiged to you for thinking on Mrs. 
Talbot. How far she is qualified for the place 
you mention, I really cannot venture to say, as 
all 1 know H ' thbt she beats a very good charac- 
ter, -and'ts Well e9t<*e Died- among alt her ac^iwinr 
tatitid, flnd-1 bc)Uv« wilt do hee best to obh^ 
any family 'into wh)Ob-sh« k taken. She is at 
present at Miss Berkinfi's in Tunbpic^ Tonii, 
(the house, I think is a boarding'-schDfl^) and € 
you wiH Unxtt me wttfa a fioetiMCltwiUMC be A«- 
agreeable 
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a^eable to y6a, I will write to. ha-; ud desire 
kr to wait on yoa, and by that meane, you will 
be the better able to judge from any - questioBs 
yon judge proper to adi her, whether she is a fit 
person for the employm^t you mention. I very 
beartily wish she may^ as from erery thing I ever 
heard, she ia a deserving young woman, and I 
believe in very distressful circumstauces. I cou- 
gTBtuIate you on the additional conuection in your 
Amily, which, I hope, will pro.ve an addition to 
your happiness. I shall be mudi obliged to you 
for the Highland Poems. My head. .is so bad 
ihat I scarcely know what I write, and I.caD only 
add the assurance of my being. 

Dear M^dfun, &c. 



y: LETTER XXXIII. 

Btodiulv Oatbcr 3li 1760. 

■■ The whole art of physic could hot 

ime supplied me with so effectual a cordial^ my 
dear- Mrs. Montagu, as the very' affectionate cop- 
cem 'Which, yon are so good to express for me. 
After this declaration, can you imagine that I 
should .be such, a ffih ^ se as to comply with 
fosi most unowscionabile deiuavd of teaching 
you 
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you to love me tess? on the contrary, I beartilf 
wish I knew by wl^t method I could teach yoit 
to love me more. I do not think it possible tiat 
your love for me can, upon the whole,. do yon 
any manner of hurt, and it certainly does me a 
^eat deal of good. The affection of my fri^cto 
is my treasure, and I should think it very iU exi 
flanged for the riches, and honors, and pleainirea 
which engage the heads and hearts of the finif 
folks of this world. 

I am not much given to quackery, yet I .can- 
not, for the life of me, help prescribing for-jjiouc 
tootii-ach ; do, pray, n'ash your mouth seven^ 
tlmea in a day, with tar-water. I never have had 
ai^ considerable <legree of this teazing pain. 
since I tried this method, and it is equally succeas- 
ful to the person wbo presci'i1>^d it to me. It is, 
at least, worth trying, as it is so very easy a re- 
medy, and cannot possibly^ I, think, do any 
harm, only perhaps till you are used to it, make 
you a little nek. 1 should have immediately witt 
to entreat you to try it, but whea. I received your 
letter, I was just setting out to spend a few. day* 
at this place with Mrs. Oxendea*. The regioji 
of Barbam Downs is a perfect t^ra incognita t<)>, 
loe, I rambled about yesterday, as-fiu* as I q}uI4 

* V/iifi. t{t Mr. aficrwartit Sit ilcnr};, Oxcnikn, and motfier' 
to the pr«tcnt Duronet ut ihe.^^c.HiimC'*. .^;.^' .- -( 

venture. 
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vesture, in a etntnge i:our)tr5;, »ai cfttae b^c^ 

vevy hapi^ in the OQnvictiQn. Ibfit there i& n» 

pM't of Kent comparable to the environs of JDbbI. 

This bouse, which is a very good one, buih;, J 

think, by loigo Jones, orig;inaiIy belnagtd to 

StJ Bazil DixweJI, of format memtury, wb« JcA'it 

to Sir George Oxenden's second aoa^ .witiLOKr 

tieme caution, tkit he should hoar the «iii» taA 

mine of Dixwell only. The poor young oien 

was very soon seized with a mortal diatQUpt^ 

and after lan^ishiog a few years of obfcure 

inactive life, in the joyless possession of this an 

beritancei died unmarried ; by ^ich njeuis itisf 

fallen to his eldest brotlier, and Uie boric of 

IKxnvU inhabits the house no lOOTe. I know 

not whether one is uuiversally to condemn this 

anxiety (09 determining the possession of bouses 

«id Ihnds to certain letters of the alphabet ; yet, 

caie sees it is so much ofteoer the solicitude of) 

ifisig^aiRcancy and vice, than of distingni^heilf 

wisdom and virtue, that there is great reason. 

to suspect, it baa its foundation in nothii^ luit 

folly *. It seems as if people, instead of " coaf- 

* It seems to have been a very ancu nt, if not an excQse- 
sble tuUy. The Psalmist reproves a weakness of the sama 
kind, and as commoD in the present day. Tieir inward 
thought it that their konset thall contmu* for ever, and their 
iliieliing placet to alt generatioiu; they call their ImA i^fer 
|Mr oKfl voOKi.— Pulm xlix. 11. 

fessing 
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fitting tkemwNes t& be gtmiigers sod pi^mt 
vpon the earth," eon»dered this world as « per- 
petuity, and th^ir name as some conitiiaeiit stm^ 
^bl« pfvt- of their compositiotij vbidi was to 
plaQl, and build, ftad iiust, and eat, aiid drub, 
and rerel, throughout atf f^neratioDa. t earn* 
here on Wednesday, and am to retani to Deal 
to-morfo^F ; as*^ greatdst p^rt of ny own &• 
mily ^re trare too, \t did n<rt depend' Bpoiv mysrif 
whether 1 would ceme vt not, which 1 am g!ad 
of, ^py indolence would Jtare raised a hanAred 
foolish difficulties at quitting n^ owtl firs>side. 
Mra. Oxenden k u very agreeable, snd a rsoiarit- 
ably good woman, and I atit 1^ at perfect' Jiberty 
to follow ray own devices, for the g;reateBt fart oi 
the day, and having had my due fit of ^' bead'' 
ach on Tuesday, I amio tolerable security of 
Qot being diiven to a pillow by it, bf^cnre I §ei^ 
hpine. By your description of your abode, t 
fanpy we are botti, at present, in tbe same de*' 
^e of latlHide within the polar circle, for I' 
severfelt any ccAi so intensdy keen as the air c^. 
this place. Deal is quite a tepid climate com<' 
par^ tQ B^rh^m Down *. 

You 

* $trapge w ibjs 4b«-rMiv>i>>n vsy seem M 'nt sight. Deal 
l)«iig9n ihe nty ni»gia of tite^eu, and reiylinivskelWKd, 
it it perfectly just. Tt^e t^Jilijr, whg b%n bees jaucb iu the 
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tiliDan^ atiN«»vpa«tle Tviyit .iH>t bft'long'.' YoHr 
wBy of life there must not -only he v«x&tu)tiB -to 
jour. iaind,i:but,.I ani.afinidj-'very' ImrtfM to 
your healtb-- U isfH-ovokingtbbt ypu«hoiiU;be 
sqiMiaderect away upon peo{tIf)'nihci!>voi4<l-b«i|}llt 
a$ well pleased, m^- any body ^, 1|i«t itotild 
4E«s»,fa8biaBal>Iy, and fr0C|>An4 \mVfy 4fld;^liy«, 
^'^^ v^qgreotas: . |b ^u.fererc^-diasipBltwai 
;U,i§:.?ia.il?ondOTycffr,.iffBg*ij»tio* shoBW-efteii 
cwVitpelf;,in- t%(e i^irw9nt P^/a^^tew^flW^ 
<»; 4^il4fil9'W"of Q rocki-; Yftj as-phaianiflg 
■M yw^.■*^tofy,,s?h9Ipe,.^^>|^ea?r9 jjQi .raprftillK- 
..^lafi^^iiVJ^i^o be bi»ped, foiid]^:goodqf<,tbe 
' vcio^yiai .if^l)^^ ypW' own, ^t jou wiU.WKUHbc 
.aUeft«^p|it.Vt.Jnfpn>iCt^e. < .^ ; - -■ = :i ;;!7;' 
.. ^(ajajt A^..s(1(Bp!Wlici^(l4 for:,fear iM^ •I'itt 
^feoa^fUftafSafferpcUy the King's death, ,^\^^ld 
..^vfi^bf^^ IjHQFe/pabMo-spirited firjt tq.ba-vi&^jw- 
-dUBned1^e)pabIie.l*)s^,, which 1 t^Hy (binfe vWy 
.;gr£Ai- J;:MippOBe,(.)i«r¥ Bjsver wti^ 4t>y fwiace 
?yihp ^Jlpr^ifif^ectpallyQuliLved all !pefs<»tiftljsi^- 

Jhikhj^vf. Ti»li9g[ii)'lt)M.QeigKbouiji«iGiilt>JiiiS'|'i^>^crtl)' Aads 
th)! Uiiwifiqarli t: ARd iti«vBi]ifii]>ll)j ibe fact itMUasgctMMn 

thnic whicti arc udjaceat to Barham Dowiith... ' I9 ^uuK 
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otfrnpltftteiW* ' Oflta g'fant that wi« ahd honest 
emihselter* irtay be fetind'to assist iRe youth and 
fiieKpteriettCe-of His stfcijesswr ! ■ 
' Vdli'ti^ll meihftfMft. 'P(tt1iasgot a t)ou8e, bat 
tfi^t vexfttidu<3ly omit to t«H nib whei« it isw I 
'titJpeyDU-tylllbe able to give me & good account 
<rf"hcr Success iVom (he Bath wntw.' Yoarde- 
Mtrtptton of the ^tirement of " chieftout of fl^ar, 
*ii^ *tat*arrieti' out of place," 19 eXcelltnt ;' Iftr* I 
hope' does iM)l affect our friend, whose ideas, I 
■Sthink, hinst hiive been too varioas and active c«r 
'to be contracted ioto so harrow a circle as that 
trhidt bounds the views of a mere courtier ; her 
' dioii^hts must have niade frequent excursion^ be- 
yond the diunlal rotation of hopes end fears, in 
vrhich little minds are whirled abont and lost. 
"When she is once quietly settled, and at leisure 
to coltect the treasures of her understanding, and 
contemplate the slate of the worid within, she 
^iAtt never grow languid for the wa«t <tf &mase- 
'ment or employ. After a train of yews past in 
«t(e thistle and perpknity of public Kfe, the wisest 
wM'beat must have feviews to thake, aeoouAU to 
^NMfde, and f^uhrtions to form, enough to engage 

• " O King, live for eter T Mm. Carter ww fr«|ucntl/ 
nedto obwrvr, tku the tlim best ntoiuKtis th*t ever lat 
i'Upon tbe dirone of Knglaiikl, wcrethe rtirce Kings vf tfa« 
Hsine of Hanover. 

TOL. I. H 
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ihe aUention of the most KCtWe mind, and t» 
give busineM and spirit to retirement I he^ie I 
shall soon have the pleasure of hearing that yoor 
tootii-ach is gone, and yow time fixed for learing^ 
Newcastle. I am^ 

Deaf Madam, Ac. 

P. S. I am got back to Dealj and lost a po<t 
by not knowii^ cleverly how to send my letter 
from Broome. 



LETTER XXIV. 

DesI, ToHuari/ 13, I761. 

It gave me mneh more joy, my dear 
Mrs. Montagu, to hear you were free from pain, 
^an that you had parted with your tooth, as I 
know, {rom woful experience, that one does not 
dwa^s follow the other, as I have had my own 
head almost twisted off by this horrid* operfttkm, 
and been none the better for it. — Do pray, try my 
prescription of tar- water, it is an iniallible care, 
depend upon it. 

I congratulate yon on the removal of your 

anxiety about Admiral Boscaweo, ^o^ I find by 

. . tlie 
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tlie,|i»per8i is in ,fio,bo9efi4,a w^y of reeo-f 
yar)i. . I-as) much obUg«cl to you,, for g^viog^- 
iiK, so. particular wi^.accojini gf a character,: 
ifx. wtuch, ;as ^H EJnglish woiaau, I am aiu-s 
c^rely interested. I am vecy, happy in having 
judgied an. you do, witb regard to the favor shewi) 

U> Lord B , and have (alked as far as my 

P9pr feipp«i;y voipo pould b^ heard, amongst op-< 
pgpente extremely, vociferous in (Jefej^ce ut" it- I 
baye nothing to do with politics; bl)t to^cesistas 
far as one propexly can, every tendency to ^ 
fpirit of faction, and seditious discontent, seem« 
to be the duty of every subject of a lawful and 
equitable government. 

You are very good to talk of ^eiuling me books, 
but 1 hoipe very soon to be in yoar neighbour- 
hood, as good Mrs. Norman has orders to get 
ready to receive me; your having repommended 
.me .tp .that hoo^e^ is ,o^e amongst hundreds 
: of obligations I owe you, they ^re such .qui^t 
jgpodsort of people; when there, I hope to give 
,. f«fx a better acuount of myself titan I can »t pre- 
jtenC All who trouble themselves about me here, 
are very impatient for me to be gone, as change of 
air seemed to do me so much good last year. One 
would imagine, to be sufe, that I had some fine- 
lady distemper, which nothing but I^ondon could 
refieve. However, if racketing waa my motive, 
H S I cer- 
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I certaibly tieeH ' irM sAf ' fVom 'this place, i^ii^ 
has, for Bomb tim«, b^ri one of the gayest In' 
Ui« kingdom. We Ikv6 balls, assembttes, cod- 
ceil*, 'plays, card-taWes, &c; Ac. &c.' witboot' 
nitmbet-, yet, Irp the virlue of ari achliig-Uead, 
r have been as quiet and sober/ amidst this ge- 
nfend^hurry, as thongh I had been living in the 
hblloW'of aVocli. This is a restraint antler trbicfa 
I'frntl no gredt difficulty, in being tolerably phi- 
losophieal; perhaps it vould b* honester to' say 
ins'ens%Ie,' as I certainly cannot pretend to much 
phltosophy, In cases Where I happen to feel, I 
have -jtfst now a sorrowful proof of the -want of' 
it/ in thfe reluctance 1 experience in parting with 
oiteOf my'inost intimate friends* from this neigh- 
MmifKoddi dfter having enjoyed the pleasure' of 
bfeing placed Within three miles of her for thirteen 
ytarrt"'!' can scarcely guess myself how great 
ah' tfteratibiihtir* removal will make iri the ap- 
pearance of this country. My ideas will b«- 
strangely disconcerted, and at a loss to fiiid ber/ 
aftfer bSing so long accustomed to vieW her in me 
charming spot, which usually terminated ^ mj 

.^ Qethia, ilan^ter oE Sir Thomas D'Aflh, 3wrt..attUa 
time wifuof Ih'rliert f^imt, Esq. ud^ afterwarcU of UchV 
Col. Custmn. She was then residing al Ripple Houge, tibout 
' three mtles from Deal ; and afterwards lived at Wingham 
-Hoqsr, tbe sea: of tbe Palitter family. 

rambles. 
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KtStny a. splittiiy,jnUe.J^.1^4S ^lw«.ys sure t» fiod. 
my thoighto enliyene^ byapeculjar spjrif pf jpy^ 
Beaides thejpriq(^j)at.aUa^^ept.p£ a sincere wTt; 
fectioB^ .tlwrc flfss something w r^wkabjy, «is- 
gant and liyp^, in h^ taatCi her teppec,, l)f^ 
situation ai^ naanfiQrof life, that, with her^ -J^ 
have past BOpiq qt my gayest and, ipost pleading 
hqm:a..,.^^^^Uodly admiUed me toasharft iaajl, 
h^^, M^ipl ^iftertainmenta, as .wdlas hec nuM» 
q^Mpt-amu^etpen^- WiJh her I .uj e^ to g^iiisr. 
the l&rat yitdcts or spria^, and th^ coeeiL qf sum*, 
K^fir, and wp tp^fitfi^, cfyoyed all -the .varioua- 
beftuti?3. pf th^, varying ye^. And^ upwft p^r-j^ 
h^ps this syveet abode, w]uc^ Jual<^^ a ppint^qf 
wtew. to most of my wajka, and wi^ich I Iiaye pit, 
long Itnown perfumed by the fragTiMi(:e ,of,,eyeiy 
flflWer, enlivened, by rausie, and endeared.by, 
nta^y a- tender remembrance, will 900a. prob^ljr 
he overgrown with nettles, silent, solitary,, and^ 
mere picture of niin, &r perlwpsi fall into t|ie, 
powiewion of some roaring squire, or notable &t 
cp.untry gentlewoman, inseituble to all Us beait-. 
ties, who will tear up the roses and myrtlcg, that 
frite may the more plentifully stuff ber servaitta 
with potatoes, and increase her slock of' drntd' 
Hiarygolda and sage, . - -. 

In my fiitoation here, wlfSjce I ipeni^ the greater 
psrt 
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purt of diy time, and wlwre I have bat very few 
idtimale acqaaintance, the Ion of any one is 
really a serious |>oint, thoiigb possibly wise folki 
m^|;ht reason a^inst one's thinking it rach, and 
fine folks mi<,'ht lau^ ; but my heafi is not Jibe 
Ow head of wise folks,-or fine folks, nor their 
heart like mine. My quiet unimportant life, is so 
lijtle engaged in the passions and interestSj the 
bufiinesa or the pleasnres which e.mpkjy the bustr. 
fing people of this world, that I am left at fuH 
leiuire to feet every affectionate weakness, and 
eywy tender regret 

• If you are not too much engaged, I shall be 
oUiged to you if you can give me any informa- 
^n when the deep mourning* is to be at an end, 
for here vk know nothing about it, and I do not 
'^ish more clothes than need must. Excuse this 
Ifmentable paper, for I have not any wit)) a htack 
cidge.' My brother desires his respects to you, 
audi am. 

My dear IVfodam, &c 

. i ■ , • For th« ijcatbof ihe |^te King. 
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U7TTEB XXV. 

Loodan, Mag iG, l%^l. , 
My Dear Friend, 

I GRIEVE to hear you have been so un- 
well, but finer weather will, I hope, remove 
your complaint. I suppose you have heard from 

lady F — — C-;^ *, she sent for me on Sunday, 

-to desire I, would let you know that Mr. Sutton 
'did not now approve of his patients being too 
much ip the open air, during inocuiation f, there- 
fore you should be very cautious not to cari^ it 
too fer. 

Mr. V^esey is sometimes deliberating about 
inoculation, but I rather think he will not prove 
9> gallant a knight a^ to take up your gauntlet. 
He talks of going to Spa, this summer; .whether 
our Sylph \ is to accompany him, is yet an unde- 
■cided point, and she is quite i|^orant of her (ies- 

* Lady Frances Cuningsby. 

f This wiis not the only time of M«. Montagu's being 
inncalnlcd ; but it uas always ioefllsctual. She wiu alwign 
-in droad of the snuilt-pox, but never took it. 

X Mrs. VVsey, the dear friend of both Jadies. They called 
her the Sylph, on account of her spirit, wit, antl vivacity, 
which were such that there seemed no particle of matter to 
Jldve entered into her compoeilion. 

■tination; 
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tination; several of her relations are OMne to 
town, which prevents my seeing eo much of her 
as I wish ; I was' there last night, and the only 
English person among them, tut I hope they 
considered me a tolerable member of the society, 
as I made myself as far Iri^i ah ptissMv, in wtar* 
ing an' Irish stuff. ■ 

I have' not stJen iJbrd L " ' ■■■■- feiiice the mai^ ' 
riage.'' It' ^ds indeed a most Bngracious'act'; 
and, '|itJ0T''sc('u1/ she will' too pmt^bfy severeiy " 
suffer by the consequences. I suppose yon htii?^ '• 
heard that his Ldrdsfrip ha* seed them;'soitfe'rf 
his'frieftdswish he'ftad dfelayed it 'iome lithe lori* . 
ger; b'utthegooiSncss of hisi heart" would 'suffer 
too much byyielding to mere prudential 'reiftWirf.' ■■ 

The weather has been so bad, that not alt ray ^ 
prejudices in favor of the kappy connubial state, 
*ouId cty:ry me to make kny enquiries in Ce'cil- 
streetj so. I ithinH. it;„not very probable that tbc 
affair will' be •concluded before yowl return to 
assist me in framing a device for iavors: 

I was yesterday at the exhibition, with dear 
Mrs. Dunbar, and by going early, when the 
rooin was almost empty, and departing before it 
was filled, I felt but little ineonvenienoe from 
the heat; you may imagine it could not be a 
rery formidable crowd, as we met Miss Talbot 
ihere, I saw Mrs. Best, who enquired much 
after 
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afitcr ym, and said she should visit you dtmog . 
your exile at , Kensington*. The portrait by 
which I was niQat. struck is a, child^ by Mise 
Readf, so mudi alive as to make tiie rest appear, 
mere jnctures. Among the historica] pieces, if 
die Haising of the ShunamitCa Child, which is sq 
well done as to be almost too painful to look at.. 
I wish yon had been^there. for I. think jk)« 
mast have-been amused by the merifL of some 
of i^ pieces,. aad,the.ndiq4oiji^iankjirardne«i of 

othen* . , 

Adieu, my d^ fi7epd;,,piay 1^ flie h^&om 
yon ta-«aerrow. for 1 am very.a^ixiDus ^h^^r^n. ■ 
Mrsi.Vesey is. jast, oom^ ifi, ^nd^aends her Ivtc; 
yo« aiewell asanredof that of jpur mostia^fl^- ' 

• During the firgefss of hef invciiUlion by Mr. Suttoiy 
+ A Fainter of some bote at that time. She afterwards 

punted a portrait of Mrs. Carter for Mn.'ll!^anltagtii wBitfC.'. 

after Mrs. 'Montagu's death was kindty given ^'hcr MphtifT 

and heir, Mr. Mvntagu, t* the canpatiioq and a^ywuMann ^ - 

of fiU caj]^ 2^>i?t 'l>^ Editor. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

T)etA,Mai/ 33, IfCl." 

. Hcu I am,.<iBji de« Mrs. Monta^« 
safely anivedj aoA better after the exercise of « 
walk to-d«y, tiian after the heat of s coach laa| 
nigbt. Ihadqiiitesetinyhwrtaponreaehiagl^cal 
ytatadty, but my brother, who was so good a* 
to meet me at Canterbury, had, in his vivacity^ 
made as engageoient.for me on the road, which, 
in the spirits I was in, was very irksome to vaCf 
bat as I knew it was kindly meant, I made no 
of^^ition, tboagh I knew I muit exert m;^elf 
more than I wished, io gratitude to friends wboy 
i felt, woald be delighted to see me, and whom, 
under other- circnmstances, I (should Iiave beea 
^lad to have been with. When I reached my 
^atioatiw, because I ^tvas jaot inclined to t^ aX- 
^j. I^taUiiedagEeatde^ more Uhui was necesr 
«ary *, and having thus very laudably quite lost 
my voice, I was obliged to go to bed. This 
morning, I was quite <x>nifoFtabIe, and my brother 

• This willingness to sacrifice lier own inclinations to those 
of others, where principle and duly wtre not concerned, te- 
naiiied with her Io the close oi iter life. No woman was 
«vcr less sclfifti. 

Aiade 
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made not the leait ^poMtJon (o mj. pum^«^ ihe 
jrranaiiuler of my journey in my own natnrBl 
way. ' You cannot' in coasaence, after yoorap- 
probatiMi of his system, qwlrrd ttjUi me for 
walking to-day to Deal. But here a^un my 
scheme vfas a tHde fhiBtrated, for I mu not 
luffered to pursue my own sditafywalk.'fcrmy' 
friends woiild accompany me pirt oifitre Way. 
Th'is -rt^s kindly meant, but my spirits were fow, 
i wanted to be alone, I wantetl to think on you, 
tot but 1 had'thrtugHt ttf yoa often enough, while 
i wa6 talking' ab6«t Bomething else, and to the 
ehibltiment no doubt ^ those Who heard me; Uiti 
conscibusnesa made rae taHc the faster ; - bnl 
thinkhig of you in a cro^d, it Hke contersil^ 
with you in a cnm'd, and notliing' i^ould^ cnntenl 
me but a t£te-a-tStc. However, aa ( approBcfaed 
Shoulden, whete my brother and sister Pemiing- 
tan Testde^ 1' was less able io drink of even you ; 
} longed to have the meeting over, atnafltt) 
much dre«dedj but they haA too greit fendemcM 
for me to ekpress whst diey fel^ wnd taraed el 
their lolicitude on ne, a half-drowned creature 
by the rain. I found yotar little pati«nt lookii^ 
as arch and as rebellious as ever, thowgh thia 
and pale, and his breath at times much affected. 
1 look at him with fear and trembling, when I 
reflect that thus the dear little angd we have lost 

Buf- 
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watknA*. How can I use th^t expresMpn aod 
bmcnt his lost ! I know not how to explain ny:, 
feelings on this occasion, I only knovf, gilss.} thtH^- 
I cannot prevent them ; but I hope. soon, to hc^ 
enabled to withdraw my thoughts froni this paiiVr-, 
fill salgect, and acquire that degree of cheeriiil- 
aess which every one ought to feel, who has so 
many ble^ngs to he thank ful fe r 'a s -I have, and 
who in a world so liable to hourly changes, has 
had so few losses to -bmentn t - : 

To any one else it certainly would be necessary 
for me to make sonic apolc^y about me and mine, 
but you insisted on .it, and I am happy to think 
from very sufficient reasoii9,-^at the subjoctJK. 
interesting to you. , How shall I find word% my - 
direst friend, to ' express the sente I have of s^.^ 
I owe you, for so . maijy instances of iJhe kindest^- 
afiection and attention, shewn at all Ijines, but 
particuWrly at .this time^ there is no flescribing- 
the ifood your affectionate interest in my &in0y 
concerns has dipne me, no. mortal support could 
have done ^e so mudi m Ihe tcnd«niesfi«£ ar 
fnend like you., Wh^e ajre you wtyri alas, W: 
the distance of iev9nty.mile«i .. . - 

Donotbe.uBeasy^abQutme^X-shaJj oHenigO: 
(oShpulden; the eierflise will4o oie good, an4; 

* The Editot's eldea.t br»lber« wbo.dicd before V*^><''^"'- 
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an endeavour, "as far as I am able, to contribute 
td the ch^rfulness and comfort of dear Mr. and 
Mrs. Perinington,'wiU strengthen and improve 
tf^' O'Vtn'. ' Adieu, my dear friend, believe me, 
wftH kie'xpressible latitude, &c. &c. 



LETTER XXVII. 

1. , DetA,JiM.9, 1761. 

' ' ■ ■ ■ ' I' ^jis' glad to find the late doleful Wea- 
tlier hftd fto worse effect oh your health, iny dear 
Mrs. Montagu. ' For these last two days we have 
seen 'ft little of that ' stranger the 'sun, but his 
b^aths are so languid, and the wind so cold that 
oir^ h&s litUe more idea of the suminer, than 
n^ht b^Md'frdm green Herds iri a pictore. 

'1 heartily join with you in wishing; that tf set 
of cHarilablei tfarislators would give oiie ah op- 
p6r(flnHy of ' becOmitig acquainted" with th« 
Mnset of eiwy dimate: Poetry perhaps siiffera 
lefls from the want of any tullivatioh at all, a,^A 
more&cim Ml trn^reper sort of culiivatloD, t|i^n. 
Roy-^citt of ' composition whatever, bthier 
authprs, to arrive at any degree of perfectiqn, 
require mtitih previous haformation, and the as- 
sistance 
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and cbBTiB any. on«, if )ie has only pars i^^ ^ye^ 
that caa h^ar and see, anti a heart tb^ can Set^ 
— In iJbe rude eaeaye ofme^ uncuUir^ted iwtuccb 
one shall neyer^ I believe^ be aho<J(«id. wi^ A$ 
monster of false wit, that patnfiil studied distor- 
tion of the human understanding. I am just 
now' particularly disposed to think the wild song 
of an American in his native wood, most 1^. 
greatly preferable .to the it^aipt 'epigrams (^ a 
lettered Spaniard, as I have this afternoon been 
reading Gratian's Treatise on Poetry ; he quotes 
such wretched exan^es of pert emcetti and 
■frigid puns, for inttaoces of £uie writing (u) b^ve 
-quite put me out of patience. It is strange that 
the man ^uld not have been M to suspect his 
jownnotioDs to be false, merely from the circum- 
•tance of fiudiog he had scarcely auy ancient 
author to allege in etq)port oS them, e;$c^ • 
Martial *. Shall I return you la Atort &Abel 
-immediately ? 1 hare an odd account from Lt^k- 
don that it is forbid to be sold, ivhich I cannot 
guess the reason of; have you heacd any thing 
-.of it, and is it true ? 

* Yi-'t Dr. JoSiiKon 'iras very fiiiid of Martial ; aniJ when 
'this civcuiintaiicc was menrioncil by Mrs. Carter iti a )tXttv 
to tier falher. Dr. Citrtfr, who wui a dcepaod «ri(icd s«j|B- 
Ur, be replied (hut it give liim » Vfry bad opinioQ of Jofan- 
saii's lastc aiui learning. 

I am 
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' ! am glad to hear my Ijovd Bath u m mcb. 
^ood spirits, and that he has leaMin te b* pleased 
with Lord PuUeney's letters. It is to be feared 
the taking Fort Palais does not proceed quite so 
«tpedttf6V8lyv[)Dn the spotns in London. There 
is some alarm about a visit from the French upon 
enr coast. Sir Percy Brett iS'^ne^on board, and 
Lady Brett is gone pretty suddenly from Deal. 
All the certan intelligence I know is, that there 
•re great numbers of soldiers at Boulogne, and 
Khink at Dunkirk^ - - 

Did you go to the birth-day, or did your shair 
go to the birth-^lay ^ I long t» knaw ^ you do,, 
and aU you say, and all you think ; I shall not be 
perfectly well s&tis&ed, unless, for ray sole infor-' 
nmiian and efnolament, yea set yourself ta com- 
l^ose a journal. Have you proceeded at all in a 
dtisigti BO truly worthy c^ you, as attempting to- 
tomke peace between Dr. Y— — and his son? 
' How is Lady Conin^by ? Pray mention hw when 
yott write, lor I am in patn for Lady Francei^ 
Williams. 

I owe yott a thousand thanks fbr all your kiad 
tnquiriea about my fiimily, any shafe they have 
M your regards must always be an important 
•dditios to the haf^aess 1 ei^oy in your friend* 
«hip4 How could you allege so idle a reasaa for 
co&elttdi^g your last, 1 shall not be in perfect 
charity 
8 
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charity with you till you t«n me all yon have draie 
rince. Adieu, Ac, &c. 



LfcTTER XXVJll. 

Deal, Jnitt 22, 175l. 

Though perhaps it may not be reason- 
able to insist that all manner of promises in fliii 
world shall be accomplished au pied de ta lettret 
you have so little accustomed me, my dear Mn. 
Montagu, to any disappointment of my expecta- 
tions from you, that I cannot help being unea^, 
that so many days have passed since you gave me 
an absolute hope of hearing from you by the 
next pMt. 1 was very reasonable, and thought 
you might be harassed by engagements for two 
or ^ree days, but last night I had so full a per- 
sQasion that I should hear from you, that, be- 
tween light and darii, I seized a letter which did 
in no sort appertain to me, and it was not titt 
after it bad been proved to me, by very solid ar- 
guments, that I was no eaquire, that I was pre- 
vailed on to let it go. Do pray, as soon as possi- 
ble, give me an opportunity of quarrelling witk 

jou. 
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_y^ii,, fpr this disappointment, by letting^ me know 
that you are perfectly well. , 

It is determined that iny sister * goes to Bristol ; 
and however much, my deer friend, I may wish 
to meet }[oa-aL.Tunbridg^ and iiQvccy^ keenly 
I iBay feel the disappointment of my hopes of 
seeing you, I .cannot make up my mind to say a 
word to my taih^T about my wishes, unless he 
were to mention it himself, for I fear he would 
be very dull alone, and that it would be uncom- 
fortable ^ him to iQse us both at once; and 8he> 
D^r^soulj miist go, hfir cough ia so very bad. 
I ^pi^us^' therefore, console myself under this 
'jr^l^ ^reat mortUicatioii, by fbelin^ that I do 
nl^at is^ righlf and what ought to be done ; but, 
notwithstanding all these sage -feBections, I still 
.,_(;annpt help wishing to be with you, thoagh but 
-fiV (?ight or ten days ,' I have so much to say to 
,ypua|Ijojitp(>or Mrs. Talbot, who is still unpro- 
. yi^eiifor; 1 thlrik 1 have foUud t)ut the-reasba 
why ^ pertain . au^pk personage' "rfefosed '' hw. 
Ap'd' I ]png .to tall(.to yo)i about &a hun'dred other 
:,t^,it^;,,,Hei5ly) ! [iVdieu., . ;' ' " 

*, lltT youngest sister, Mary, aTkrwa^ds wife of'^inJiinr 
'iBoiigtas; Bi'.'b. ■■' ' " ■ ''■ '■ '■ '■■ ■ f'-ii •: ■ V. . 



. Toi- I. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Vta.], June 37, 1T61- 



Indbbd, my dear Mn. Montagu, ytm 
tither designed to write me * letter which yoQ 
never wrote, or if yon reafiy did write it, I wa» 
80 unliit^y as nerer to receive it, for not one 
SyllaUe did yon mention about going to Sandle- 
ford in your last from London. But my fe«r« 
are at length happily over, by the good account 
you give of your health, and notwithGtanding all 
ihy rest^utions to quarrel with yon, X am in too 
much good humour from the hopes of coming to 
you at Tunbridge to set heartily about it 

My sister was in a mortal vexation, at the ap^ 
prehension of my being prevented from waiting 
on yon, by her going to Bristol, and in spite of 
all my remonstrances, would talk with my father 
about it, and he was &r enough from shewing 
the least inclination that I should be prevented; 
bat on the contrary, declared he should n(A want 
me, and that by all means he would have me go 
Whenever you would be so good to summon me; 
so such as I am, me void a voire ser-vice. I 
should have writ you this to me important intelli- 
gence by the last post, but as I thought it might 

pass 
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p«tti yoa on tiie road, I phecked my impatience 
Ufl Dov. I am happy to say, I am not limited to 
the tra days I' 80 anxi<Hidy wislied for, and I 
hope not to be nicli a poor animal as I have been 
almost ever since I saw yoa ; perhaps ^echange 
of air.may domyJuffidgood; I am tare the sight 
of yoa mUdoi«yJbeaitgoodj and that is to mysdlf 
]{y,jnuch the prtQcipal object. -r I could lampoon 
the p^stm^i, for he has certainly p^oined a 
letter, ^o let him l>e severely intercogaled, for I 
wn by no means rie<rpnciled to .my loss. Don't 
f^ligfet tbi^ you are to take Virgil to Tanbridge. 
i^^ yte. ^Mdl o^oy ourselves! the very tbought 
4f it does me good; you may therefore judge 
ytivvt I have to bop&£roni the i^Ry. 
Can there possMy be any truth hi the shoclttng 

r^wti th^ Lord B >-* has employed the 

behest di^ree of human' understanding to no 
better, purposes thoiV an attempt to prove the 
owner of it a beast ! Whether true or false, the 
tepMt puts me in mind of some very fine lines of 
Akenside'a. 

Can art, alas I or genius guide the head 
WlieD truth and freedom from the heart are Siei t 
'CftA lewer tthbelt M^peat their native strobe, 
VTIien thn prime function of (he soul h broke ) 



■ PfobaWy Boliogbroko, ' 

1 2 But 
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Btlt I must finish, or I eball be too late for tbe 
post ; I have not expressed half the delight I feel 
at the thoaghls of seeing yon so soon. I am sure 
}t musl be very inconvenient to yon to sehd your 
equipage alt tbe vray to Deal, but in yoa next 
pray name at what place I shall meet it, and I 
will take my measures accordingly. Adieu t , 



LETTER XXX. 

Winghim, September I, 1761. 

Though I am not yet absdutely to the 
end of my journey, I know you will be glad, my 
dear Mrs, Montagu, to hear that I am arrived, 
within twelve mil^s of it. 1 got to Canterbury- 
yesterday between four and five, so'tbat I might- 
very well have gone on to Deal, which, in pur- 
suance of a marvellous inclination which I always . 
feel to go strait forward, I was strongly tempted 
to do. However, as there was no absolute ne- 
cessity for all this hurry, and as I knew Mrs. 
Nairn would have some expectation of seeing me, 
I contented myself with proceeding no further 
than this place. The weather was very favor- 
able to me yesterday, the roads very safe, and 

tbe 
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Ote hones and postillions very quiet and tractable, 
A> that I had not the least terror during- the whole 
journey. 

If I had not found employment enough for my 
thonghts, without the assistance of a book, they 
must have been lamentably at a loss, as the ex- 
€»Mive roughness of the roads made it quite im- 
possible for me to read. I need not tell you, for 
I am sure you feel it, how much I longed for yoii 
to share with me in every view that pleased me ; 
but there was one of striking beauty that I \raa 
half wild with impatience at your being bo many 
miles distant. To be sure the wise people, and 
the gay people, and the silly people of this 
.wority-day world, and for the matter of that alt 
the people hut yon and I, would laugh to hear 
that this object I was so undone at yournot seeing, 
was no other than a single honey-suckle. It 
grew in a shady lane, and was surrounded by the 
deepest verdare, while its own figure and co- 
bring, which were quite perfect, were illumi- 
nated by a ray of sunshine. There are some 
common objects, sometimes placed in such a si- 
tuation, viewed in such a light, and attended by 
Bttch accompaniments as to be seen but once in a 
whole life, and to give one a pleasure entirely 
new ; and this was one of them, and I firmly be- 
lieve there was no such honey-suckle ever exist- 
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iog in the world before. Do pray tbiii1cih(>« 
TeiatioQB it mtttt have b^n to roe, ttf etijoy 
it without yoa ; and tdl me, if yon can, of Mine 
tqatily sin^lar beauty, which you met wittt in 
your road to London. t9 moke -me amends. 

I was preyented finishing my letter at Wingi- 
bam, and wba too late for the post h«fe; wlwre 
I found all my family and ftiends, thank Odd, 
very well for valetudinarian people; and noner df 
them unnatural enough to express any sorrow at 
my return, but Mrs. Underdown, who is many 
degrees more hard-hearted than Crab ; ^e htu 
jiut left me, and charged me to make yo« her 
vcvy profound respects, with a vast deal more, 
imping that she thinks me such a rarity M 
nobody deserves but you. As my head is pretty 
confiured witJi my late jumUing, and I cann<^ 
very precisely tell whether you or I have the 
greater share in ithis compliment, I repeat it, hst 
-fear of your .being defrauded by the concealment 
Indeed, I am afraid, considering the partiality «( 
the speaker, all that can be gathered frdnv it to 
my advantage, is, that you are a great deal bet- 
ter to me than 1 deserve, with whidi I hav« ha-* 
utility enough to be contented. 

I want words, my dear friend, to express niy 

sense of what I owe, first to Heaven, and tbca 

to f ou, for so much happiness as I have enjoyed 

4 Ifor 
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tor thfise Vui deligbtful seren weeks. Wfaeit| 
came to you indeed, you bad taught me to form 
e;^ectetioni (^ grovring happier than I had beett 
for spme time before; for crndd I be happy with 
those I most loved suffering from sickoen and 
scHTonr around me ? I therefore, hardly dared to 
hope 'for the happiness you promised me; but, 
contrary . to the complaints which one so c^n 
hears in this world, I found all my e^ectatious 
exceeded. I have innumersble obtigadons to you 
of every kind, but none that I feel so deeply as 
^e assurance of your affection for me, an ad- 
vantage of which I am more sensible than ever, 
in proportion as I have had more intimate opp(W< 
(onktes of growing acquainted with its value. X 
oeed not, I am sure, tell you what a strange va* 
eancy I have found in every day, since we parted ; 
imt perhaps such a happiness as I have lately en- 
joyed ought not to last very long ; the reflection 
on it will be sufficient to enliven, for a long while, 
ttie dull occurrences of common life, and I will 
return to my farthing quadrille without complaint 
or pouting, and be thankfol God has blessed me 
with such a home, and such home friends, who, 
though they want the elegant brilUancy of my 
dearest Mrs. Montagu, are kind, good, and truly 
•fiectionete to me. 
Po not forget that you are to emjuire very 
par- 
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particularly into the state of die house from which 
you are to see the coronation. I am summoned 
to dinner, so can only add the assurance of ny 
being, with the sincerest gratitude and iaexpresi- 
sible affectitm, 

Vour's, &c. 



LETTER XXXL 

Deal, Septembtr 25, 1761. 

How greatly am I obliged to you, my 
dear friend, for not persisting in your contradic- 
tion of an inclination so very favorable to me, 
and really very harmless in itself, however unto- 
ward it might appear to tlie lamentable solicitude 
of poor Mrs. Whtdley, who, no doubt, cries and 
blesses herself at your inattention to her cares, 
and will never more he in charity either with the 
honeysuckles or me. But, in spite of Mrs. 
Whalley's inundation of tears, I am persuaded 
it must do you a great deal of good to gather 
honeysuckles, and no manner of hurt to he visited 
by an inclination to write to me. 

I am immoderately scandalized at your Itnding 

(lie least difficulty to conceive my wishing for 

your 
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your company upon any occasion. I should cer- 
tainly have wished it, even if I had been engaged 
ja all the fine reasonings you suppose, as you 
certainly would have assisted me to improve them. 
Bui indeed no such reasonings had I ; nor did 1 
once dream of herrings or shrimps, in my fine 
mooQ-light view of the sea. But the scene was 
enchantingly beautiful, I felt it at my heart, and 
how could I feel any thing at my heart, in which 
you had not a-share i 

.1 rejoice extremely in your account of my 
Lord Bath's looks, and still more in your account 
of his virtues, and I sincerely join with you in an 
earnest wish that it may please God to grant him 
still some years for the exercise and improvement 
of them. The date of human life will not alas 
allow one to wish for many ! But with his ta-- 
lents and opportunities much may be done in a 
few, if tliose few are happily employed. I am 
g!ad to find he is so pleased with Dr. Young ; 
there are some stanzas which miist be particu- 
larly alTecting, and I hope are useful to him. In 
the midst of one's esteem, and love for such a 
character so amiable as my Lord Bath's, it is 
painful to reflect liow his virtue must have been 
entangled in the maze of political contention. 
The enthusiasm of patriotism, like every other 
snthusiasn), is a wild guide ; and the private pas- 
sions 
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sions operating upon the tnnsactioQs of pnfalie 
life make a very perplexed account. Bnt heaven 
haa &vored our noble friend with many yean of 
calm vacation from the turbulence (^ the vrMld *, 
which affords him the inestimable opportanity of 
overlooking its errors^ and setting them right. 
I am just now made very happy by the account 
of yonr having got safe from the coronation^ Hof 
which I owe you a thousand thanks. I hope to 
hear in your next that you have takeo no odd. 
We have had a letter from my Brother likewise* 
he and Harry and all their company, thank Grod, 
are likewise safe; I have not as yet heard that 
any mischief happened to any body, which is 
quite wonderful in such crouds as there must have 
been. My brother sent for Harry on Saturday, 
but by some accident he did not get the letter till 
Sunday evening, and he Immediately mounted. 
his horse and rode all nighty on such an occasion 
who would not ! 

I have lately received a piece of intelligence 
that gives me very great concern : I know you 
will be very sorry to hear that Mr. Chapone ia 

* See hln. Carter's venes to Lord Batb, in the Collection 
of ber Poems, in nhicli some of these ideas appear in a dif- 
lerent shape, it may perhaps he difficult to decide whether 
)ier pn le or hci vejse, upon this subject, ht, most tieauUfally 
expressed. 

dead. 



D,g,t,7P:hyGoogle . 



133 

dead: Thia was a match of such entire aflection, 
and a plan of happiness which bad been concert- 
ing for so many years, that one cannot imagine 
a more riielancboly separation. My poor friend 
is enabled, God be thanked, to behave upon this 
trying occasion, in a manner conformable to the 
excellence of her character and principles, and is 
absolutely calm and resigned. But with so much 
strength of affection and weakness of constitu- 
tion^ it is much to be dreaded what effect so ter- 
rible a shock may have upon her health. 1 first 
bad this news from Tunbridge from the Miss 
Btfrrowsj's, who came there a few days after we 
left. I wish they had come sooner, as 1 shoald 
have had a real pleasure in introducing them to 
you there, as a lamily distinguiehed by a most 
undeviating rectitude of principle, and by an iu' 
defatigable activity of virtue. Miss Burrows left 
Tunbridge as soon as she beard of .Mrs. Cha' 
pone's sad situation, and has been with her ever 
since, of which 1 am extremely glad. 

My sister Mary is to leave Bristol on Friday, 
and will I hope be in town on Saturday evening, 
but by tliat time probably you will be flown into 
Berkshire. My brother called on you on Satur- 
day, 1 did not knuw when he .left Deal, that you 
were gone into tlie country. I hope yoo will 
soon be able to assure nic you have taken no -cold 

at 
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ai the coronation, fw I do not mach like the 
thoughts of your being upon the water at night 
after not being wry cool, I suppose for th« 
whole day. — Adieu, my dear Mrs. Montagu. 



LETTER XXXII. 

Deal, Oelobtr 3, 1761. 

As it was not till last night that I re* 
ceived your letter, I should have been very im- 
patient at the uncertainty of knowing how you 
did, my dear Mrs. Montagu, after the corona- 
tion, if I had not inferred that yon were tolera- 
bly well, by hearing from Miss Talbot that you 
had been doing mischief at Lambeth, in which 
I dare say she was perfectly well disposed to aid 
and abet you. I am much obliged to you for so 
kindly wishing me to share the coronation with 
you. Indeed 1 did very heartily wish to be 
there ; and it was no apprehension of hazard or 
fatigue that kept me from it. You, I know, dis- 
tinguish too exactly, to think a strong inclination 
for a siglit of this splendid ceremony at all incon- 
sistent with my general abomination of finery. 
Show and parade on great and solemn occasions 
always 
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always strike and elerate us, and it is upon these 
occasions only that they seem to be introduced 
with propriety. The decorations of private life 
shoQld, 1 think, be formed upon the principles 
of simplicity and elegance, and must have a cer- 
tain air of ease and familiarity to render them 
agreeable. High rank and power require every 
external aid of pomp and iclat, that may awe 
and astonish spectatm^, by the ideas of the mag- 
nificent and sublime : while the ornaments of 
more equal conditions should be adapted to the 
quiet tenour of general life, and be content to 
chcirm and engage by the gentler graces of the 
beautiful and the pleasing. 

I exceedingly rejoice in the account you give 
me of the behaviour of the king, and I am very 
industrious in circulating all I hear to his honor; 
and God be thanked one hears nothing but what 
is so, among all his good subjects, with whom I 
have any conversation. 

I am indeed extremely obliged to my Lord 
Bath for his very kind iutentioiis to me *, and 

*l'he EJitor Aon not loioi* wfam iheM kind intention* 
were. Thry coulJ not reier to any Irgacy twhicli hit Lord- 
ship might have iiiteudcd to leave Mn. Curter, bccaUM 
when Mr. afterwards Sir William Fultcney, »o genf>rously 
iet[tt'il £100 a yeirupon her, she declared to hita, that 
Lord Bath had bxvvt intitnaied any such intention lowardi 
tier. 

inde* 
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independant of my omi psTticQlar obUgationa, I 
am happy in every InBtance tba< contradicts that 
wicked injustice with which the world btts in some 
iTspecti treated so noble and so anmble a cha- 
racter. If hia Lordship knows that you have 
mentioned his design, I b^ yon willbe so good 
to make my most gratefnl acknowledgments tfi 
him. 1 do thank you for your tenderaess to my 
" qualms and squeamisbnesses/'aad should thank 
you exceedin^y, indeed, if yon would extend it 
so for as to save me from the confiision of this 
pubhcation *. But, alas, here you are abso* 
lately obdurate, and my lamentable eutreaticf 
make no more impression <hi you 

" Quam ai dura Silcx, uit stet McrjMsia ftutcs." 

I have not heard the result of the consultation at 
Iflmbeth ; hut I have no great hopes of hl veto 
from thence. I need not tell you that with alt 
my reluctance, I have not tried to engage Misa 
Talbot on my side, but have left her to her owa 
judgment. 

My sister was very unlucky in tl^e general for- 
getfuluesB of Devonshire Street, butmuch obliged 
to you for your intention ; I hope she will be moie 
fortunate at your return, a& I imagine she will 

• Of W Poemw 

continue 
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Qbntinuti in^ to«n till after tint tinfe, «nd if it 
aj^rees with ber, 1 hc^e Bhe wiS. I go on rai|^ty 
well, a littlb more confined perhaps tbaa I should 
alMt^atdy chnse ; but then I dispatch a deal of 
plain work, and read a world «f Greek. X have 
just finished Thncydides. Did you ever read his 
history of the Peloponnesian War? and does 
jtat it always fill you with detestation and horror 
to findj throughout the whole course of it, the po- 
lite, the enlightened, and philosophical Greeks, 
popetually engaged in scenes of more brutal 
cmdty, than perhaps were ever acted by the 
most savage parties of scalping Indians i Your 
firiend Cicero has told yon that Thucydides i» 
often very obscure and crabbed, so I am going 
to recreate myself, after this hard task, by read- 
ing Xenophon's Anabasis. 

I owe you a thousuid' thanks for speaking to 
h^j F. Coningsby, and for your intention of 
writing to the Bishop of London. I am sorry 
lo hear Lady F. looks so ill, I hope you executed 
yonr design of breakfasting with her on Monday, 
as J am sure it would do her good. 

Knee 1 began this letter, I have the favor of 
yours from Sahdleford, and am heartily grieved 
for the poor Black Prince. However I hope 
yonr goodness for him will not be too late, and I 
.write to yonr porter to day, to give hhn all the 
infor- 
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infbmmtroa'I caii itheR 10' enqolft fof him. ' I 
am pKlty iOre he biust be heu<d' of lit Wltitfjfaflti, 
and have ictcltltea 1h6 '^Itli!e'\t4i'ei« hit uled'to 
sit Ithiblil nev«r'l(newof any'bthel'abode'he 
had ; if I did, most )ln>lta10y'it'ttill>'«eV'li8Ml>1ii 
the card of iihith, fe the' lMA^'o!r my^r^MeHI- 
brance, I left a copy with yd». '-'''■ • ^'^•''^ ^ 
I aitireryba^pyiA'thetMligMs DT'iflyilMN 
Bath being it gaodtifcd 'il4lb. you; i tiilg My 
most Tespectfal' compliments to/ hint;' and Un,"ftt. 



. AETTeK. XXXUL , , ,.; 

LisTniglit i had a letter from' Mfo 
Talbot which contains no absolute oV)'«Ctioh'ff'ofai 
Lambethto printing the' m"anustript';"tilerWMe 
I beg leave to trouble joOj (ny tie'ir'Mrs.'lWtni- 
tagu, to let me know in What matitier'yjEia 'froifld 
have me proceed. SfiSfl it be print^il in~ octavo? 
Shall I send the manus<!rif>t'to*yoM^ soon a^I 
have transcribed it ? You talk" of being in toWa 
the first week in November, andas'it'will notbe 
long in printing, I suppose ihat will be'eiurly 
enough for it to be set about, apd 1 think you 

said 
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laid the prot^ might be sent to you, and yon 
would convey tham to me. I aik atl these quei- 
Uon% and sbaU want uitwen to scTeral whicti I 
cannot iiaw think on, upoa a supposition that 
jcw Doniiane in the tame mind. If you have 
ffelmt«dj and have brought over my L(m^ Batb^ 
I shall b« bcvtUy glad : if not. I wdl, when 1 
WC&ive-yMr4et«naination, get over my icni|^ee 
.m w.eU an Xiem, wmI fallow tbe direclioos wbjcb 
^Uj^ve !□••■ 1 willj when I have heard from 
you, write to Mr. RivingvHi, to speak to Mrs. 
RicbardMin, that the {H-inting may be executed 
u toon a« possible after ttie manuKript is ready. 
I Iblsk you said yoa would have the things in 
proie printed too. Is my Lord Batb at Smidle- 
ford itiltP If I vraa sure he was not, I would send 
my love^ but as t hope he is, I coiUent myself 
wi^h begging my very respectful compliments to 
Vs l«(n%Ubip. 

I bwe just found « prise, an Italian bode ia 
prose, worth reading. Did you ever meet with 
ft pretty history of Venice ?— We have strange 
news about strange alterations among great 
people. How is it all come about i* But you will 
tell me nothing but about the maouscript ; and I 
f/\\l tell you nottuog at preset, but what ytM 
know very well already, that 1 am, &c. &c. 

VOL. k. K 
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LETTER XXXtV. 

Deal; October U, 17^1. ' 

Br thu time, peaiiUy, vy dear tatnii 
yon maybcgrn t& ooo^ftdetitat, byneg^tin^ 
your prudent advice forliie preMiVaiios of tny 
Aagers, thdt I bav« abtolutcly M 'ibe' UM^dC 
them. &it, indeed, iff «« very little aUe t6 thaalB 
yoB for yoiif Iptterlfor mme day»a{l«r X nebeircid 
it; and all 1 could do Ytat tOfrpiteafenriinMt^ 
ny iiord Bath. Do notbe at eH vneasy abotrt 
me, £k Ihave'ltad no kind of £ever, oidy-eaati 
a seveiie fit of tlie head^ch, 4hai I -did not get 
fHreritforftwe^, and it w> shook my. frippery 
lystemj that I have been absolutely, good forBO< 
thing. I hope I am now growing. better, t 
diould not say a» mndi about it, but 1 believe 
you wUI adttiit itas » reasonable excuse £»* di^ 
not going Oft so fast 88 you iitight expect with my 
tasb of transcriluDg. I l^ve done^ji yau4>id'flM' 
however^ in one instance, dnd-thnmn awayall 
ny lamentationflf t^^r struggtii^, at long as.^l 
cotiJd to no purpose; 1 an» novf determined td 
consider tbt» publication, no longer as an afiaif 
of mine, but as entirely bdonging to you and 

the 

5 
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th« two noUe Lwda *, m if the woHd thinki me 
■badrd mncl r&tn, jou are all cnge^d to main- 
lain B»y qnarrel. Tobe«we t^-sliouli) be mighty 
^lad to print and publiflb, if I could apply your 
qnetatiwi to tny verset ; but I riull be perfectly 
wsJl Mitigfied, if yon wS apply what precedes it, 
te> tfattir ^^Qthor. iftnrenofi ego diligam f mm 
amniiTolitnte d^endaidhm puiem f 
\^I am very-' happynn tiit account you gave me, 
a£ Ibepltafnreyoa reMived from my Lord Bath's 
vfnti) ' Y-am 4eBCiriptioii of the 1i)oet9»r f k admira- 
Met He fa no dodbt aff exctltewf hu'tequin, yet 
1 cawwt help TBgictling Irii being' with you the 
iihibtiii8,«»h« aiutofteA how mott veicatiously 
prevented a serious ditio^ne ; and tboogfa Buch 
It<ch«at4er gives a. reey agveeaUe diversity to 
ooDveraatiM, oim is tired to deatit by a long shc- 
Getsioii <^ tricks. . 

I ewe you a thovand thanks for wntbg to the 
BiafaH^ of London. 1 bare n^er been able to 
ie« Mrs. Penning^ since 1 was favored with 
ytmt letter ; . I wm s6 kinguid I was afraid to 
TcnAureto fattr-tiwoagb this very bad weather^ 
ttiinigh l was impatient to see her as she has not 
been w^t Mid I long besides to let her know 
the fiivor yon bad done her. The prospect of 

* Bath and Lyttdton. 
i?nbMj I>r. Mvnncey. 

k!^. increadof 
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incre&siag h^ '{ainiiy has vaniaiiM 'foriithe'ptei 
«nrt, hut 1 tlianh:God'she'haK"iiol4ieciriB dsBgnr 
from it, and Jsnovr'Unicti belter. . yoanscdiBat 
qutyrrd 'frith my-plain vork, lor ibiiat never pre* 
Veatcdmy- uiiog I exercise^ which' I .haimpaeti> 
vtaiitly done tilt' this 'dtioge' -of rdior'and iin]r 
irorUiless'bfud-lGf^ mc qeitt. .lamlAiiiikxr no 
otiter omfinenient thaathnt Irver]r.«Bl(k>Bi<Tiatt 
my ne%hbaurs,^^«».l da not love.to. kawe mf. 
father and Haory to pmr out tbetr «vm rtw; 
Ob4 Harry faaS'bedii4urnipg'}Hm-« most ereiUh 
flMe looking wooden snuff-bos, for th»,!cluH)Bif 
neBS'fif the Dtiwr'bas nt:intarf>{!;r(ev9Udy apiA 
faia Build, ;enec :sin«fi be btftrd it liad thr hfniflS 
of beittginyodrpfaienion. .■■:■■ 
' Mvh' litideMomDiB dxtrcmelgr flattered by yowr 
kind-4n«&»l(Ki^ «V her/tfiidd«8rt«s'her moat l«* 
spedf-al cohtpllments. Sbie tras been fbr thii hut 
VfbeH eAg^ged'in&>ine)aii<lifi4ys(feAe, frdtttevery 
boar> «XpeeCatioft Af tlie dtfUh «f Dr. I^%»- 
r69«*<. He-mu relea^d >ort Friday froin the 
lan^idrennuAs of tt lifecwhich fott wxtie -timd 
has been SncapaUe of anyenji^niattt. IVb-s. Un^ 
derdown Ims for- a gce«t whiie g;Tveii np ereiV 
more cheerful '^gtfgement t« the endS^atosr^^ 
arniMing; this ^ood man Jn< a ttry inhrta state of 

* Uu broth er-in-ltw. 

heali!! 
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luealtti snd<«|>h4tfr; «a()«lie wUtfed a joy in (be 
ictisefion en mdrsn etaphtyneDt, (hat will mora 
. t^ian-fflpay fabr, Ivr'tbe want of ^yer hotira. 
■-'/ro'mv^rarae'be it' spoken I have the fttvor 
qjiu seoaoKl leUev from y»a; before I.bave tkanketl 
you fiir^tfaefiret^ yon are exlrenufy good tothmk 
Ofipoor MisiTalbidifj and I bvre writ to her t* 
dky^teacqoamt'hieFiwHh your hindv^r. As I 
1(0 not Icnow whiedier she'isiat-OanteEbwry. -or 
IHilrgttte, iwf lettbr may n«t raaih \iex uaibe' 
dtaS(ily,'^t «s 8000-00 ev«r ircKwie bermosWEir, 
ii-wiUMet you know; 1' hop« aba is not so on* 
jacky as: ttf iie; engaged, «8'I am persuaded no*- 
IbingtoMild fdnderibersitiialiink^so'happyiBabei' 
ing placed with you. lua-teartilyanrryi thMigh 
att.at. ^>Mipri«ed, tint pooe ASrs, S*saa has 
«Uiged yo|t tcdfipxive ber «l tfois gtW at «diitft[v 
tttges The future obec; you.^««ign Mill (oi.take of 
bw, i» ptrfectly Aifcalhy of yWi wwl it is to b« 
bope^ the poor gid will grow wm eiwu^h to 
eudieitbd pro|MP un of it. I am heartily griev«d 
fwitiid WKasineAailtus unljtcky afiair fives yov: 
bvi; suiHly, my , dear frieiidj yOK ongJit not to 
charge yoofBelf with e(Msa({uence^ in/ which yoa 
have DO ooaceca ; evevyri^tactionis registered 
in heaven, and -Uiere remahia indepeadant or the 

* Obviously not Mise Talbot's mother, but some pcreoA- 
4n ■ menial situation, 

wrong 



n,o,t,7P-j>yGo0^lf 



whose benefit it w«8 ^mi^Mi* Smv^^ the<be* 
haviour of human creHtiii^ wp^r^p&mvthkM 
oii»n HttiueBced.by differettceof «i(wtiw, >thftB 
we are apt to imaghie; and this VHy-ptnon 
might Jjave be«n Jwt at w«k .«li4 «iih»pp}- if 
ypuhad, as yott wigh, loft twr where yoit fi»9R4 
ber. The ro»tic Ifingiugf! of the ploqgfkh^^ jCf 
the w^^gpner's oate, laigbt hvw beep juit m 
seducing to the awkward §^ m«.i«gg«d «atf 
tag«, w (he laore courtly addi»ai .^ihe s^voa 
powdfirftd footman, t» the javre -delicaite oar «f 
tU« JUa^^stswdi £9t jbnweyor tiiU l^ ; .'as I «a 
^ei-uiade(^<yc«. t9oI(, iter under- your protaptiea 
wilii th«-kinii^t iptestiona, and hav««nde^^ujK)i 
io furiviih hec wHh the <only princ^fUc* that cooM 
secure her conduct and her happinew^ there ,u 
surely ap pf^fw foryxm to luflfer any anxiety ^qa 
your own accoiial, thoif^h it is iioposuM^.too 
faeart lilte your^ not to be afi'ect£d b^ the mi>- 
pery which her unhappy ki^rudenRe ,tip« Ji^xivg^ 
jipon berpeJf. I longto know how. yonjare 
lijtely tq proceed in.piocuring hw a ptfotectiop;; 
^dl shall he very impatient till .(,b«awwhothg: 
^our mind is t?M>re at eue, .for law alannedMt 
/our want of sleep, } am aiir« your rheaHbmti4 
be hurt by two such miserable nigbtB. I baye 
1)een tolerab^ qoiel all the while I knew jo» 
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to be placed in mhiht ke^r-^i^d «* Sandieford, eve^ 
iitttxl Tecffivtiy^uT lart letter: - The next 1 hope 
'ft4ll make M^ 4i^pp^ i^ an account <tf your bdtiff 
ffiin««tt«it. -:i. .■■ ^ ■• ■ . - 
'■ ]<^in8(HTy'<A-ii^ this bustle in die iMe; yof 
haow I hftd' mnoh 'ict tby h^art- on Mr. Pitt^ r«- 
in^iiig-WthecoiichisiibnofCbemir. But wliat 
Kftve 1 tot do ^HH i»a2itn»1 Heaten dkeef dw 
^erti«*tf ifci* Ihe 'bdit ! 

I'MH'^'dntrMracribk^ 88 ffasC as myfacai) 
^iH fet'nte, and revise and correct as well u I 
cui. Yoff tallKd at l^iiibridge that the prM* 
Vbould bi pniited too. areyou stil^ut tbe'sara* 
wiftd. HoweTer Iwillwrtte it,' and whftn 70* 
liftvetbe manuscript to'tookorer, condiide'just 
as you like best. I havfe been thinking' since I 
irrote to you, that a duodecimo W!I!'be tlfie pretr 
<iest«i«e, and F fancy there is'enougfi to nuikeit 
for all the world like a book, tiioogh it will be 
imovt meritorioijsly noall. 

My sister Mary has a bed cold^' and seems so 
tired of it, (hat I believe'sbe wiM loon leave it. 
I'could firet heartily, she was so unlucky to get 
4^«re justat the time w4ieH itwas soircely possi- 
ble for her to. wait on you. A physician i« 
London h(i»toldher«hei9 in ho danger of a con- 
•umplHHt; God gran^ that he ma^ be in the 
right ; 
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right; but tlii* das long hetm my grtat tenm: 
I shall certainly be rejoiced to see lietj yet I w&i 
in hopea; sheMvould' imv^ -been amused Irfraiiidag 
some- stey b«twtien London -anfl BdmoAtoi. : I . 
did iiot; 1 bell^rt, propoec to come to'town tift ' 
Febrittiry; btityou Uafie, by-noirie'meqns Dr.iithe^ ;'■ 
so act-09tonied«ihe' W call Jl'Janiiary, ^at taci - 
eniir«^y in yow^wty of tUnking^; axrd if jitMa^ -■ 
nnfore«e(^ pMnenls lae^l fMUy-desi^ to tebent .- 
pret^ early in ttae mooth.' By that' time, i abo^::. 
have done all' my IMtte odd biuiitew,. aqd'aiAlB^.: 
myaelf 1^ a aigtatof ali my fnendit. , Adwit the ; 
■tin skinea, and latn goingtovaMQjreitaMoiige^.fi 
bam, (« «fec MrBi Beanifigfoii, bafiwiil tfealnjK^v 
lettM-'forfeoP i shAuM-not yMtfm'Mirly «ii(iQghi^^ 
for tile post.' SiMu'i 8te, *. q^i 






. 1 ! 



■ I INCLOSE you, niy deafMrfi. M<^btti{^bi I 
a letter from Mr?. iWboi; by whidv yoa Wilts^e-"' 
how happy she is at the proppect yoii were, so 
good as to giTc her. Wheneveryou w;ouId haxn, 
her attend youj if you will f^vor me^wilh y:oar 
^■'^ ■ ' fonunand^. 
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iroimMmds^ I-«rin<M^ .cara>,^.>jMtur«9 Mieni i§ 

heti^w i )'■■; -iii .n,- ^' :...'.■.' - ■■ '.',-:■■ . : 

point «fj4reid,.bnil:il jwfeh J vatef.wti. be too 
wobiknvlniutedite:«ettder.«ijjraelf i«itfllligible. It 
is .eodtmnn^SHwiilow't' fint'^wn, in <wh^ 
faslMd tils .liaF%e(riuiAe,:'and'«r]iethBFtiKnware 
to ^dftR]' }ils6tsiii(r ih^.tiidL ^ i.-kaow I s^sed 
yot(isotae<quf9tiob8^.ol^;tfci9'ldiH]<t)Bca>l>efoi9e.for.' 
pntiiio£ inyrifdetid^ sbtit I^hmnsfiMiltvinglMUOwly 
finlgaliiykttiatiyaBrtoldineliaxmt it, ' Iwiatted^M 
yoHlJeiplDstiitely .tiiH->itiDViitn|^ irhtm H nr^aivqilk- 

obgeetl.^ ttl^-o|»sning -^y. T-o^ate ln^^ancn^ 
fbryoarJosiq^ttHt fiae flighti I faopedyop iv«kc 
teposiag in quiet ^eep; .{tnd vQR enteytaiafd 
by pleasing dreams. You mention nothing of 
your going to Bitb, have you altered tbatpart 
«f your pcheme i If not, remember Mr. Collins. ■ 

I ne^ not tell you, my dear friend, how happj 
1 am, in yottr a^tpn^ation of dte^de. ShaU I 
prefix your name to it or not*? lam a litlje 
sfrud tbe' second stanza may give some c^nce 
tOfthatg^ |l94|plQ>ttpoi> t}w{watiI«Sj irho ma^ 
not.^d pH( ils:u)i9Wt)g.vritl»ut this sigaiAcft- 

* Mn. Monragu s name is preRxeit to it in the first edition 
of' Mit.'Carfer's \iOtks, published after her decease, by th« 

tipn: 
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libn : thoa^h cDOftt people, 1 think, who know i^, 
can be in little doabt to whom it is addrest I 
diall put so names to any of ^e rest, escbpt 
my Lord Bath'L So tell me wbat yov -vniald 
have me do, and i wHI proeeed aocordingly. I 
b^in 46 wonder tiiOt 1 bear nvtbing from Mn 
Rivington ; I bop6d to have reteirrda proof be- 
five ibis timt, -and i-begiiv tobe-Tery inpatient 
ie l»ve it aH over. .; - - » 

I giieyed to find jFoad (fchemt -of lea drinlmg 
tod (]uist fta dtBCOoterted bytbe'gcnhuof jtfr. 
Gibbs. ^0 Ub ki -a-wil upm^an ftebing bcwl 
was an eKccAlcntiatMke of biB^cleyienwu. "Wby- 
ididiMtyom tei DBe'ex^ioitly that this baod-aob 
ivBt qnke gone id ywur ktter la«t niglBii BUt 
BO gooift as tO' mention 'it particular^ jii year 
next. --»- "■' 

I greatlyrf^oice-tD heu'tbat my l^ord Lyttdf 
txmt'u 4>etler; the buk, it is to be bof»ed. wilt 
qvke ndfdue bis a^e. I ibat iike my Lord 
^h'f attack any better than yiwido; tuublill 
'flatting it v(^nn^i gives one n« aicrewitJifltstHtA 
Akoaif becallsdita^dnm or atrnnp^. ¥«W 
upprehanuiuiff aboBt-it,.«!bB, 'baVe £ 'meanii^i 
«nd 2 hopeTPHwUlfftevailen faint to CMis^a 
physician, A little bleeding- Affdy -eould -da no 
hurt, and might preveht a fatal consequence. 
But I do not mean to prescribe, bpt ^o pray pre- 
vail 
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who CBn prescrtlK.wUh jiulgtnnit 

I took -poor Sokey out with me yettepdayl* 
jriHnrher (he phipi.uidtJie very fine landioapea 
within vi^w ia£ this pbtcie, m4 dbe weiserl much 
d^ij^bted. I ddivend yDur:iiiew^;e to ber,.MMl 
it 4t4. me gooAi to we kovr b«pp]r she look«h 
^^ de«ireiel Ae when I.wfit, tp tend ^hm her 
4uty. Mn. Primrose has giw^ her - Icftve to 
walk ifi Iwr garden^ which h Jtwt «ppi0(ito 4« 
Mrs. Green'9, where »he will get some aki , Tfaa 
^•or giiS : cannot . he pieva^bd Mk to ffit, wheir 
Mis. Frtranrae n At home, bwti.wttat.lhc other 
iny and told hw she wan out, and «he.we»tiui* 
jn0di«tel;. Indeed fhefaehavea very jHettily.asA 
WKPU40 be^ Qf aucb a di^ioaiiioD. ih»t wy litUa 
notice Ihat is takeo of her will da her good, wid 
h^ td caoJrm her in a fiiture right coitdfiet,. t 
^ greeii oompassion for the sad -slate (Dtp whijcb 
••be ^ ^MMi U^wyed, hy w artJcM vraak na- 
tave ; bn^ am as much pnwokod aa^yon cxn.b^ 
by«iffbHtyauiwtly;call the spryile oonsenieofa 
mw^ higi)er DndentaadtDg. Alas, my. dear 
|i^H9^ )v>w wf^tchaUy <coat»Dpi)ble are .the 
^^^fiSiJB, wben^uncen^ictad by priao^e, and 
Ibps inJ^QKUisly pffostitoted to the world. Hum 
vexatious it is to see a mind, capable of such 
pf)\Ae improvements, so svn|t audidebased by this 

vile 
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vite'itMatiy; It-fpieres oMr^pBrtitfuMy tofisd 
how much she batbem 4art by the ■sacttM it 
ithtcb tfe ID warmly ivjonxid ; 'for in lioir dif* 
ferent a cliaracter idid this very fieoon mppeiii 
irben her Sfriri&i it«re'»beredj and-^lKy'li'tot 
•oftoicd by afflictiDn^ How nnub this «ahft in' 
tenai'ind heeot mftwei 4'nt6 A fo«ndatitoi«r 
reasanobls hapftiowB fW -the MmuHder'«f iMf 
life! But every prospect of tranquiinty-nAvrsMM 
to be vanished, and all is tumult, and agitation, 
and folly. 

My sister and I are both extremely obliged by 
your kind enquiries. Sh« is, thank God, a great 
deal better ; Mrs. Underdown is very happy in 
yovr.roessqg^ to her> she is indeed ve^y indus- 
trious to turn me out of Deal, as ftst as she can, 
andimisto Hfikm ttyouare my best remedy; no- 
thing I hope^ will prevent my coming :lt» t«Wh 
ecHly in Janu^. ' " -'■'' 

WW tfiy Lord Lytteltori^pernrit we'the fcoW&P 
te-i^fhis nhrtte-triCh (he verB«»'*^? . Do if "yM 
ean'pmioUM this for me. 1 think tiie^'Moiffl 
A0(> b^ iniroAced without some Uttte pri^fee^.' 
DoyM lit>^Ve of tvlttt I inclose? It is realty 
true,; Ibp l^wt mtfch'greaterpride in any appiv^ 
iMtion fM>m my l4>rd 'Lyttelton's cbaraOte^, than 

• Prefixed to her Poems. 
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Sn ^< bigbtst ooooniam flwm tiis genra9> tboit|*1i 
l-aB»v<itryseimble«fiite<xedlcR(ie.' iatnmighty 
ihdiffflrefit. [about prtntihg or not printing ni|' 
Bun«, Boidedde as you ttke best; .- . < 

< Pr&y<-4ake care of jour eyei, and <lo not read 
till thfiiiBBaaHnation is .peiftcdy gone. Mybe&d 
M net ^Oed, but better Ukq ityns. Ibeg yim 
waH write me only a Ime or two till youar eyes are 
^ite well. — Adieu. - . ; - 



; LETTER XXXVI. 

'' ' '■ ' Deal, Wntwirt' 10,1761, ' 

, I 4H very bacpy> my dew &le»(l, ia 
yftUT ap^rotMUJop o*" ^^evwaep, vdH^k greatly 
exceeds my own opinion of th^nti W^^O^ w«i 
properly,, no c^in^n at a}l,, for XgcnenUy find 
tit/^mp^tprifanivr in anKww>< a jni^ymeees- 
werjfpti^, M) enaUc me to f«cui aqy judgment of 
ray.o^n trifl«|s inr rhymes Jf . yoa will esplua 
iyhii)ljy^'tb{i^,iK)¥)e45axy tobe said in another^ 
tiWfiTf^ L^'ill tp;y:M>i ad<^4tt but ideally. aannot 
tell ^t)f;tber it yii}l beMinuDy'twwer. Doe« noi 
t^ word' late in ttie last itanza in some degree 
obviate your objection.*. ... 

* In the Poem addressed to the Earl of Batb, 
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Aa yoa hav^ given me: an exemption 'from 
writing to my Lard Bath, 1* will depend-spen ^n 
for expressiDg* my acknoTfledgmentsto hit Lord'-' 
ship, and 1 am very sure they wUI be eifpfvmti 
m the way raoBt agreeable (9 himwlf, and nwt 
advtmta^eoas to me. Yoa have not mentiqiMld 
Miss Talbot to me this age, 'Have yon >been.»t 
Lambeth since your return to town? l-bul ^ 
letter from her last night, by wfaicb 1 find ^ 
Archbishop has been very ill; bnt'I-bapetbc 
worst is over. She tells nie she has writ t* ytfa t 
Irut is most malieiooaly silent what it wat tbtfiA, 
and you are just as maliciffiu and u tikaijn 
she is. 

My head has held ont very good to day, for 
which I am ■particularly obliged t» il," aa it is my 
fether's birth-day, and all the femily have been 
together. What V«ry gr*at i-SaMn have I for 
thankfulness, for the long continuance of the life 
of such a fother. to whom I and all bis children 
have nichancommon obligations! 

My bead held out very wdl tiB eight o'dqj* 

last night, but the din of a good many voices »t 

last subdued it, and Mrs. Underdown and my 

sisters charitably drove oK to bed. I baye not 

much 
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tniicb to tey for It to-^y, but I hope Isball W 
eUe 16 keep iip. When shall I hear from you > 
I long to'kDOw whether your epbits are better 
' dTi<^ yMil" mind more at ease. Hare you ^een ttiy 
Irt^itki*? 'And have you got the little ball of 
ktiMting ?' His bead is so full I ima^ne at pre- 
'WKf 'of kri&ther k!&ir, that probably he may have 
■"fijiT^t his intention of waiting on you. I hope 
Uiere Is a |tro«pec( of his marrying ; but I know 
^mit''^Bether it ies determined. I never saw the 
"hfilVl^'OYicei liutlbeara very good account 
"of'iter?'' J ciihnOt see a word I write. AiUeu, 
^firky't^ fiife behr'firoffl yon soon. 



v.: I 1. LETTER XXXVII. 

., :. , ■ ^ , Deal, Xove^tr i6, 1761. 

I WAS beginning to grow very impa- 
tient to hear from you^ my dear friend, for 1 did 
not atdl like your head-ach; but your Irtter Ia«t 
night, has made me very happy by an accountof ita 
itmtitA:' -■ I ani afraid you w'rti be hurt by going 
vT'conMantly to Lady Pomfret, and yet .1 know 
'■hotbowyttn dtfn avoid it. With the melancholy 
circ^mstuncei of such a scene, there is certainly 
' TOI..-I. L mixed 
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fluxed ft big;)) degree of plesBUre, from tite fiew 
of Ra noble a behaviour. But such a virietyof «it- 
gagenienU is the strongest •zercise of (he «piriti ; 
tffid your'v, I fear, wilt suffer greatly from it I 
kope yba take the fair, whenever the weatfaetii 
tolerabte. 

I am extremely obliged to my Lwd Bath. 'B»' 
■o good aa to let me knowj m jrow next, wbethu 
I lOay not write to him upon tiiat subject. Aa I 
■hhall not want any money hel-e, I beg the fcwr 
of you to keep it for me titt I eofee to town; 
unless I should first want it to pay for the print'- 
ing the manuscript, and in that case, 1 wffl 
trouble you with a commission. You have not 
told ine whether any thing is to be done about 
the Ode to my Lord Bath ; if it is to be printed, I 
am now come to the place where it is to be stuck 
into the manuscript; if not, I will send you the 
remainder of the sheets very soon. I have ano- 
ther dab of an Ode, which I have often been 
going to send you, and as often prevented, 
by thinking it good for nothing; however, if I 
call bring mysdf tQ render it legible, you shall 
see it. 

You need be in no pain abont the manuscript, 

1 have heard from Mr. Rivington, and received 

.part of it in print. I have sent the proof back 

to have some things which 1 did not like in tb« 

tmprei^ 
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iinpres»on altered. 1 hope it TriR now ftotm W 
finJBbed. I am to send the remainder ,af the copy 
immedifltety to Mr. Kivuigton, to save time. I have 
desired him, aa the sttee(« are printed off fair, to 
fend you a copy, that yoif ni«y see hovr it goei 
on. I had desired him to &«k1 yoti the proofsf 
but I mppoie he thinks that would lengthen thft 
time. I am greatly obliged to my Lord Lyttet< 
ton for allowing me the honor of publishing hii 
name. His t<ordsbip mentioned a motto, at Tuv 
bridge ; do you remember what it was ? I can 
only recollect, that I liked it extremely^ only web 
afiraid of its being too magnificent for my poot' 
Kttle Tolume. If you know what it was, be bo 
good as to send it me by the next post, or I shall 
have dispatched the whole to Mi|. Bivington ; and 
I cannot think of any motto that pleases me. 

I am glad my brother *vas so lucky to meet you 
at home, though I believe be must be extremely 
puzzled to answer your ten thousand questions 
about me, ad he has been so little at Deal, since 
.1 came from Tunbridge^ that he does not know 
much a,bout me. However, he has not given a 
worse character of my head than it deserves, and 
J am by no means disposed to vindicate it just 
now, as -it has alrcstdy,. this week, sent me to bed 
two days out o£ three. But do not think all the 
good effecU of Tunhridge is vanished, for I have 
L 2 had 
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had no fever e?er since, and my nerves contintie 
very comfortable. I shall have fairly got rid of 
my manuscript thi» week, and hope, by being 
very idle, to be a little more at eaie. Mrs. Un- 
derdown tells me, she charged my brother to let 
you know, I should be in town by the 1st of 
January. , A wretch, to shew so little tenderness 
for my precibas neck, as to send me to travel in 
dark night«. But for your sake and my own, I 
shall be more careful of it, and defer my journey 
some days longer, when there will be a pretty 
moon. By that time, I hope, the thing will have 
been published long enough for me to feel no 
concern aboUt it; as soon as the manuscript is 
furly out of my hands, I propose walking a great 
deal, and try to get my head into a better capa- 
city of enjoying the happiness of conversing with 
you, than it is at present Next week, I intend 
to write to my good friend, Mrs, Norman, to 
engage my lodging, for I shall be undone if any 
body else seizes it. My brother writes witjl 
great admiration of my Lord Bath's picture, and 
thinks it extremely like, which I was very.glad to 
hear. There' is another picture, which I should 
be very happy to see, extremely like, and which 
nolliing but a fear of teazing the origtnaU pre- 
vents my mentioning in every letter I write. — 
Adiei^ my dear friend. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

Deal, Dtctmier2t,i76l. 

By this time, I imagine, the printing 
.ii finished ; there are to be a thousand copies ^ 
many more, I fancy, than will evei- besold*, 
I have desired Mr. Rivington to send you twelve 
copies bound, and I enclose you a list of their 
destin^ition, if. you will he so good as to distribute 
.them, which I think you told me you would. I 
have set down only ten names, so you will dispose 
of the remaining two in what manner you think 
proper, as it is very possible that, in the confu- 
fiioD of my head, I may have forgot somebody 
who ought to have been remembered. 1 have 
ordered some to Lambeth, the Bishop of London, 
and one ortwo more. 

I have had a letter from Mrs. Norman, whose 
lodgings are at present engaged, but she thinks 
.will soon be at liberty, and though I should be 

• Mrs. Carter's tnodesl estimate of her own genius, led he j 
to furm a very mistaken opinion of this valoable little CoU 
leClionof Poems. Tbere were s«varal edilioMuf them pub- 
lished in her liib-time ; and three editioni of them, appemled 
to the Memoirs of her Life, have ^cn puUisbsd lince bet 
death, by the present Editor. 

heartily 
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heartily glad if I could come at the time I have 
fixed, bad rather wait a little longer, then go to 
ft nevr place, as that is eo perfectly convenient to 
me in all respects, and I have always had so 
much reason to be pleased with my tt^atment 
from these jood people. I should be glad, how- 
ever, if you would be so good ag to commission 
Mrs. Whalley, in her travels up and down the 
cities of London and Westminster, to call and 
enquire when there is a probability that Uie pre- 
lient lodgers may decamp. 
. Yoii reproach me mopt unjustly for not having 
Ipven you aa account of a certain head, which is 
po finely decorated, and makes so very pretty a 
fii|iire in your letter, that I am mighty sorry to 
b« oblj^d to disown my having any acquaintance 
with it; but ^ere is another poor silly head of 
which I have a more perfect knowledge, aiid' 
about which, I really believe, you meant to en- 
quire, and which I avoided mentioning to you, 
merely iKcause I could say nothing about it that 
would give you any pleasure. Indeed it is in 9 
very bad way, but I am trying to mend it. 

I be^ your pardon for not mentioning Fingal, 
which 1 admire as much as you would have me, 
(ind promised mjself great pleasure, while I was 
reading it, in looliing over It with you, though t 
ftm incapable of talking it over at present. I 
'" want 
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njuit to read it again, bat d^ lintier has got it ia 
her possession. 

I do not wonder ytm are «i^y witla poor Lady 
Pwnfiret'i pb^ician. li is indeed a'straiige want 
of ^ling to expose a dying person to the pain^ 
fid circuiOBtance of having the last languid hours 
of life, liarassfd by the &tigue* o! a joumejr, 
uid tbetumult of an inn. 



My head, aent me to bed again yesterday, 
before I bad finisbed -my letter, and since dien I 
have another to thank you for. You see, by the 
account which I have given of myself, that it is 
not my faulty that there is so much difficulty in 
getting a sheet of paper from me — Mr. Riving- 
ton must answer for himself. 

The rumour of a war with Spain rea(ihed us 
very soon, by the packet landing here, but stilt 
1 hope it might be like other ship intelligence. 

I am glad that IVfiss Talbot recommends Mn. 
Collier ; I believe I know very well "who She is. 
She formerly wrote some lettera from Felicia to 
Chark)tte. I was a little acquainted with her, be- 
fore irtie was married, but have never seen bef but 
once since. 1 never beard any tbing to hjir disad- 
Tantage, 
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vantage^ and vritii)g Cdf ttie eupport 4tf her 
&inily is a lauda'ble employment. . 

I am immeasurably scandalized at. the eup^- 
skion of my buniiDg your leUeis : aad if 1 had 
the spirit of our friend, Mrs. Howe^ I would 
exert it in the censure of such affactatioD. I rti- 
turn the letter you mention, but with a reliance 
upon your honor^ that I shall have it again. . , I 
am heartily vexed at any delay of my coming U> 
town, for which I begin to grow as impatient a» 
an aching head will suffer me to be ; and which, 
will only allow me to assure yop, ^ny d«arfriffkt 
that I am/&c. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

Dea), May 14, 1762. 

You will be glad to bear, my dear 
friend, that I am arrived safely to the end of my 
journey, and have the great blessing of finding 
all my friends very well. I am a good deal ha- 
rassed and tired; but this will soon go off", and in 
a day or two, I hope to get my head settled, 
whicti i;, at present, in an uncomfortable state of 
rotation; 
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rotation ;' bat'I wdnld not omit writing to-day, ai 
I knew yoV'Troukl-fae uneaisy, not to receive sooio 
account of ' me. 

' . My head is so confirBed that I cannot thank 
jon as I wish to do, for the many hours of hap< 
pifieM which I have passed with you for these 
fast four charming- months. Indeed, I write 
merely to let yoti know I am safe, and exc^t 
the ajgitatioii of the journey, well. I have art 
my heart upon hearing from you this evening, 
which, I hope, will make me happy by an ac- 
connt that your spasmd are entirely gone, and 
that you have no worse pain than, what t heartily 
hope you will never get rid of, the wish of seeing 
your most affectionate and taithful triend. 



LETTER XL. 

Deal, i% 17, 1762. 

I TEEL myself obliged to you, my dear 
fiiend, for your first letter that was writ in a 
crowd, because it satisfied my impatience to 
know how you did ; and because it proved that, 
while you were surrounded by wise people, and 
great people, and good people, and all manner 

ef 
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of pwfifi, that might pietwd to a.ri^t oi ts- 
dudmg me, at that time, from your tbonghtSt 
you could, however, find a place for me tlraw: 
But still I Icmged to hare you iHe-^i'lStt in your 
dresBiug-room, talking from your heut, talking 
only to me, and talking that language of partul 
affection, which you have taught me to expect td 
hear. Your letter last night kindly answei'ed all 
my wishes, and gave me that pleasure which I 
always feel from erery testimony of your af- 
fection. 

The fresh air, and the philosophical amuse- 
ments of the country, for which you so ardehtly 
long, will soon, I hope, improve the present ne- 
gative state of your health to active spirit and 
joy. It was merely the ahsence of this sunshine 
which probably suggested that gloomy doubt in 
your letter, at which I could not help sighing, 
though I hope it is a groundless apprehension. 
I am extremely unwilling to believe, that it 
should be at all likely for either of us to expe- 
rience such a damp of age as will totally extin- 
guish all enthusiasm for rural pleasures, or ren- 
der us cold and indtlTerent to the sight of each 
other. Though the riotous spirits of youth may 
be necessary to the extravagance of passion, and 
the pursuits of vice ,- it seems to have very Tittle 
concern in the gentle emotions of poetical and 
inte^ 
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int^eetofd plouttre, or <he delicate waafailitiet 
of the heart 

Pwlo di.inieir Amor fbi nop i I'Ali. 

'^e .leagues of ambition, of whim, or of 
thoughtless amusements, must be fickle and un- 
certain yas the principles on which .they are 
formed, and as the objects which they pursue : 
but that union of atTection which is supported 
by mutual assistance in the tasks of duty, instead 
of growing weaker must be more strongly ce- 
mented by added years, and the continued pro- 
gress of improving virtue. It is sanctified by 
the approbation of heaven, and held by " the 
rivet of eternity." Our friendship, I hope, will 
always be of this kind, and while it takes immor- 
tal aims, surely we shall have no reason to ap- 
prehend its decay. 

I grieve to hear that poor Mrs. Donellan is in 
so sufiering a state, and I grieve to think what 
you feel on her account. In such a moment of 
dejection as that in which you were mentioning a 
departing friend, it is no wonder you should be 
struck by the melancholy reflection, that from 
attachments the greatest evils arise. But surely 
the few hours of evil which wc feel from tender 
anxieties, are not to be set against the days and 
years 
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years of good which we commonly enjoy from 
social engagements. 

I rejoice to hear that my Lord Lyttelton is so 
well recovered ; I beg my most respectful com- 
pliments to him and to my Lord Bath^ who I 
hope has by this time perfectly recovered his cold. 
I am sorry to find you think Mrs. Boscawen in to 
joyless a state. Yet I hope, thoogh she may 
have lost all taste for the baatle of the world, 
she may still enjoy many years of comfort 'and 
cheerfulness. My best compliments attend her 
and Mrs. Vesey, who, I fear to her sorrow, was 
perfectly cured of her prejudices about my silence 
before 1 left liondon. 

Remember to send me Ossian : add rnnember 
loo that you promised me to call as often as you 
could on Miss Talbot. I long to have you nwre 
Acquainted with her excellencies, and I know it 
' always gives her pleasure to see you. Thank 
God all my femily here are well, and I hope I 
have a fair prospect of enjoying these summer 
months wiUiout alarm from my friends here, and 
then looking forward towards January with pleas- 
ing expectations of the continuance of that hap- 
piness, which heaven has granted me, in those 
who are now absent. Adieu ! I am ever equally 
in all places 

Vour's, &c. 
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LETTER XLI. 

- .: ■ : Deal,VioK 1, 17fi». 

In was a great disapjiomtiiient to me 
noi tofhear froro ypu to-night my deaj-e«t friend ; 
it may be.u»re^«H»ble.in me perbapfi. but lean- 
not Mp be^ag particularly soUeitoup ^bout yo\i at 
ft time when w many people are ill. Pray be 
flwy «Qr«fi}l iPif ypurself ; this illness is severe to 
tboi» viM> base not strong health. The influenM 
is very much in this place. , 

I am very WMxy to bear for your sake, and that 
of the rest of bi^r friends, of the death of poor 
Mw. Donellan. To herself it is a release from 
years of sickness to a state of etcrwd health ; 
yet one always finds spmetbing to regret in the 
removal of g«od people, and one is justified 
&ojn absolute selfishness by tliat mixture of com- 
Sfftt which Providence has mercifully allotted to 
,^v«ry condition- Except in cases of, violent pain 
life has always its attractions, and the vreary 
passeijger, though in sight of home, and tra- 
velling through a rough path, yet sees on either 
hand some flowery spot, or hears some tuneful 
note : and thus charmed by colour, and enli- 
vened 
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vened by aong, wdks contentedly on wUhout (o* 
impatient widliesfor the end of the journey *. 



' Iv I c«taM have got Imlf an -ttour -ef 
nnintemipted leisure, and activity enongfa to 
make ue'd of it, I sbould not have »H l<thg delayed 
finishing this letter, nor Hmhking-yDiH' Biy-d^ 
friend, for yoar letter. Bat i hove be«n m otadi 
engaged in a place where ivomiblji yottmaj Airik 
One' bad nothing to do bat fo sleep, dsyoiraaii 
have' been In all year bintleof court Qegodatim, 
To say nothing of the impedhoerttfi of ii*y»Wn 
•illy head, which has been .pretty frequentj many 
of my friends have been ill; and my morftiags 
have been taken up with enquiring after them ; 
and my brother and sister have engaged my sieter 
Mary and me to assist at the ceremony of receiv-' 
iiig their company in the afternoon. So that 
between solicitude and form, 1 have every even- 
ing found my spirits so worn down, that I have 
been very little able to attempt writing a letter. 
Most of my invalids are getting better. I did 

* How truly poetical arc (base moral, or rather religiuu* 
refteciiuns! They wil) perhaps ruaind tberuaUerof Prior'i 
■ *" Joyful to live, yet aot afraid to <Iic;" yet unless the Edi- 
tor's parfialrty misltadi bim, the com{)BrUOB will uot be in- 
jurious to Mrs. Carter. 

'■*■' expect 
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expect Mn;'VAclerdow& to'be> ill from Ibe agite» 
tioa ker tpirite' nniii nesesBai% .fnier from the 
first harry of the wedding', thougb it is an event 
rile has long eaToestly wis&ed, and lacHt linc^^y 
c^OKW jn ; but it is impotBible to av<»d' some 
paialal feeluig?9 in soctv a «!ta^ion *. None of 
Mji.&tefwtB bave alarmed me .by any appearance 
«S dmig^, «xcept Jamea PenningUNA^ f , njra bu 
bens ao ^fafidas to gSw me great anxiety ; he wu 
belter last night, bnt I am very uneasy about 
kim, and his faUier and mother, who would be 
dee[^y affected at his loss ; but I hope it will - 
please God to spare them &at trial. 

I heartily wi^ yon the ^iet and ihe gieen 
fields which yoa 90 earnest^ wish tor. 

Lc Leli^ dellft Natura, 
£ i coiihigli del ripora. 

There is a strange diversity in the wishes of this 
worid, while yon are longing to run away from 
eonrfe and countesses, and sighing for the shades 
^ Sandleford, the poor rusticated statesman is 
proliably groaning after hurry and bustle, and a. 

• Mrs. Undwdowu.waj mothtr to H-u Carter's first wife. 

f This promiung ypuag man,, the Editor's eltjcKt brotlier, 
lingered on in coa^tantly dccliniflg health till tli« age of 
twenty-one, and then died just as he had coropleted hU edu> 
eaiiiin at O^iford. 

crowded 
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crowded leree ia town. I hope zephyn will fly 
beftn'e yOD, and introduce the sammet into Berk- 
ihireby the time you get there. A scowling 
iNn^*«Aft hu suSeted us to see very little of it 
m KeilC. One dky thia week theVind changed, 
ilLod- made an astbDishing aheratibh in' thlt fiU:e of 
lite country. But, alai ! Uiere wai too much 
ftnxiety in my walk to see little Penningtdn/ to 
fuffer fne to enjoy it, as I should otb^rv^tae havij 
done. One eananile otdy 

Alia puce degli aSietti, 
Le delizie dclla memc. 

JBut one ought not to expect this peace to remain 
long uninterrupted in a wofid of perpetual 
change. 

I long extremely to bear from you, to know 
how you do, and what you do, and where you 
are, for it seems such an age since I received 
any account of yoUj that my thoughts are quite' 
at a loss where to follow you. I sometimes figure 
yott perplexed wilh messages, and answering 
notes in your dressing room in Hilt-stceet: and 
at others I place yon under a tree at Saodleford, 
free from all the turmoils of thia work'y-day 
world, perfomed by roses and honeysuckles, se- 
renaded by nightingales, and thinking' on me.- 
which probably you are more disposed to' dg 
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white, you are vitUng among^itbe flowers of.itM 
field, than when you are sbioing; iitia circle. , . 

I rejoice to hear my Lord hy.ttfitii» i» 6Q t^nc^ 
better, and I hope be wJU be pcevfiU^ Qn,to.^ 
(6 Bath; (Dine^a^ vnUers are the. only pi^ba^t; 
^medy for a {»iutitiitionJike \fjftt I ijras Qblig|e4 
to you for your political news,..^bi^h. I kept.a 
profoaad secret £ar tbe ttrqe ym. Ivniied vu^ 
without; BO much «• «-liiip.ering: ^t like Qofi^ 
Alidasj to tbe ceesk Adteu ! 



LETTER XLrt: 

■ DciA, Ja!y i, \769. 

Ix.the midst of such a variety of pleas- 
ing engvipeineBtst, you were very good, my dear 
friepd, 1« Snd ap, hoof to bestow upon w^, and 
by a very lively de^criptioD to rendec me in^ soma 
de^wej ft shar«r in your adYentures and. amu«e- 
menbi., 1 ym persuaded that ^agley ha« all the 
rca^ *nd ctefinable beauties of its own vrhich you 
rej|>reaont ; but perhaps the jenesaU;{fuot, that 
yon affirm imponible to deicrihe, might not .b« 
•or* the operation of the three gi^ces, than of 
tiM ntft mortal mm and wotoeu wbo foitMd 
vol.. 1. M your 
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ymr^Kwiety. I am ranch obliged to yoa foi'^tfie- 
accnufitof your travelf, aml^for die obawvatJoniS' 
it was 60 natonil Tor yffli to make upon the'seetia 
Vvhich they preseilted to^yoo,' and which would 
have be«». made by sO few people ia- the woiU 
lieaides. Fdr want of some companioD'wKh tint 
tfitiod taste and glowing imagination, wbieb 

^ve -distinetibn aiid E^irit to objects^ I foufld.nLy- 
beI7'Tery little improved ortttmfted 1^ the')Riglit 
of Oxford and Blenheim, When I was thew- 
many years ago. 1 went with a set of very well 
meaning' folks, bat some, oi- whom W£re duH> 
•ome trere peevi^, and lome were in love ; and 

' most of ^em. even in their natural state would. 

vhave considered a consular statue of Cicero, and. 
a \HKxen image of Queen Anne, in pretty much 
the same light, as merely something to look qt. 

:* in' short, ^s i ' had neither the aid of society, . nor 

-.'the freedom of my own MiKtary thdugtittf-^ > I 

rscareely recollect any thing of the expedition, 

t but that it made me heartily weafy. ■ 

I attiextremely obliged to yoii for wishing, me 
of your party, which would have given every 
object so very different an air. 1 perfectly 'feel 

.what I have lo«t in not enjoying the advantages' 
you kindly wi^ed me ; and all I have to comfort 

■ me isj that no expedition could possibly make Vit- 
happier than the expedition to Battle Abbey, i. • 

"■'-''- LoDght.. 
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tougftttohare atiknowledged'thc'flivop of yoaf 
leHer 9oon«r, but'TtfrHind me in the tnitlat of alt 
the;bnrtyiand bustteof removing, with"w)iich C 
'hftTebeen so ranch tired, that I know not yet ho* 
■to'Wt^out any-thitig'. We are now Cdfnpleetly 
out tof one hoose, but fait enough froni'bem^ 
foiriy in another, and when we shall be quite set- 
•tied cm scarcely be'^essed. Every body- but 
ftiyself seems pkased -with the difin'ge; and if all 
the rest are' happy in it, I, shall yery little regard 
'my own parttcniar disHke to the situation.- If 
thcre'waa no other'part of the town ill which one 
could have a view of the sea; my own room 
'•■wottld' be very adtantdgeously placed, as it is in 
' «yeryihing but motion an absolilte cabin, and nij 
'prospect at tliis moment " Aer imdique, undique 
;pontm*i" 

I thonld have been Veryihappyin sbaring.yoar 
■ i^eoUotift orer- the tomb of Prince Arthur, and 
ef 'Gernmnirtis i and many a reflection .was there 
to be made. There are few passages in history 
that leave a more melancholy impression, or 

,, • Mrs. Carter soon became reconciled to her now housr, 
Knd iievcr alXiT had a desire to quit it. By her kindness, 
the Eiiitor succeeded to it after her decease; and he >« niiw 
' Vritliig this note in the ve'ryrocm wtiich shehercdescHbes, 
"ilid which is only unlike a cubin in having one' window hioli* 
ing dincHy upon the «», and two towank the cuunti-y. 

M 3 afford 
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aSbrA a more striking, lesson of the ranity of 
'huBMW virtue, and human greatneasjwbeii founded 
jnoti^.oi) hiiawtt motives^ tlmn the de^ of pow 
(Jr«niwiticttS4 Every thing great and good va- 
niAed frwn ^e last closing scene of bis liff, a^ 
-all thai renwtacd was weak, impioiu, and yin* 
.dictiTc*. 

I hope yon are not to stay long in London, tnit 
that I ahaU sorni have the pleasure of hearii^ 
youare ei^f^ing the sumraer at Saudleford. I 
regret tluwe days whidi 1 have been obliged to 
pa«s in muddle and dust ; but Ihope sooa to be 
able to pursue my rambles. 

Poor Mrs. Willianrw is endegvouriDgtorget.a 
subscription to some Eraays which arc tabe pub- 
. Uahed next spring, in 4he hopes of being-able to 
buy an annuity. She had this schemesog^^ time 
6go, and then I bear you were so good as to pi!«>- 
:«ure her several subecriben. ■! aai^wre, if,jit js 
.in your power now to make any addiitiqa. to i|)^ 
number, you will not need aay '8idicitatiw» J^^ 
/mef. . .'. . 

I«m 

* But tbii ii jiKlgiug Germankui upon Cli/istiaa pcinci- 

r ptn, .with which he h^d not iba happiiieiis of beiog ac. 

qu&intcilt. Up looked farward with no hupc of another life, 

, and could therefore have no motive to forgive tfaose trlio 

were the cause of hi« losing this. 

t 1'Ii's >3 prubably Mrs. Anne 'VVillinnis, who published i^ 
small (inarlu vuluinu of " Miscellanies in Proie and Verse'* 
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1 arti told my Lord Bath writes one of the pre- * 
sent political papers.' I cannot' hear ivfiich it «,■ ■ 
nor shall I believe it, except upon better airtho- ' 
rity than that upon which I heard if affirmed. 
Adieu ! my dear friend. 



•i - IBTTERXUIL 

' Deal, Jvig % 1762. 

- t . It waa wWi g^^^ pjeasupe;, ,piy dfifUf- 
firiead. that 1 accon^mnied you io your travoU .to>.' 
4be yenerable mina of castles distinguiafa^ by. 
wtdk intet-eiAiBg events in the biatQjryijf oiir own 
cDuntry^ which, cali me as miKh a Gotb ^ you. 
I^ease, will always hav« a more striking effect on 
my' ntind tfaan any autiquiMes :of Greece or- 
Qom<e ; and 1 must have visits eyery remarkable 
"ipot on Briti^ gnnind before I feel any curiosity 
to see the Tarpeian Rockj or the Tnscalan Vilk. 
I have often beard my eiater describe Warwick 
and keailwortii castles, and ipake the same ho- 
noiaUe mention of tiie ivy that you do. I should 

n 1766. Several of these arc by Dr. Jotinton ; tml. ■<> is 
die AdvcttiMinent, wkich- apologiaet for ibe dchjr of (he 
publication. ' J 

have 
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h«Tebeeoyery happy fahttrerelracedth^ Eof- 
liBh aniiris wilh you, on the venerable spots 
which present every memorahle transactioli to 
one's mind in colours more vivid than thwe which 
strike one from merely reading the history in a 
closet. We should certainly have agreed ex- 
tremely well in general, but I know not whether 
1 might have been quite so charitable m oiy 
lameptation of the treachery «f Warwick's con- 
federates: it would he prd&nalion to call it 
friendship betwixt such characters. What title 
bad one who had prostituted great vak>r and great 
t^tlts, Jjnd sacrificed every duty toipride, re- 
vfeftge,' ftnd caprice, to expect' fidelity irt leaigaes 
of gBill! - 
' Thotigh I believe nothing can be juster than 
y^lml- obsei^a(i(>n, tliat great part of the Englisb 
MMcnryia ^ther a tissue of personal adventures^ 
and dftftistrophes, than a Aeries of politica] 
eVei^tS*: it seems strange that this siiotildlMa 

* But silrtlji' this is the case wilh all history during thft 
tjark agts. And ihe reason seems obvious; when ihe higher 
Rrdei's of socifty liad no literary education, the consequence 
■i/iiS that tlicy thought Utile, and fought iftnch, Hmc* poli< 
t\a In the prrsciit tense of th« nordt «ei« little known. The 
»wonl,Has n<tt only the nliinut, but the prima ratio regam ; 
ui# the success of bfttllet depended more on individual 
strength and skill, than on tcientific airangement and com- 
bined movements. 
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tsjmv^ why. it is, sp Httle Iano)vii, as .upop Um^ 
yeiy account it is tbe more gcive^l^ interefting; 
ARfi instmcitive. A nu^e sefie^ of political eycn^«. 
•^ms-a.kind of, automaton, and feyv eyes are (k^- 
^icacious.enough to discern the epringa bj which^ 
itvU moved, and; f^w understandings sufficiently, 
ftsteimve to compreheitd how, far individual^ ax^ 
concerned id what alTects tlie whole. .But per^na^ 
sdveatures and calastruplies are -all life and ac- 
tion ] every reader is concerned in them, as fCyery. 
■pis^et. has either felt the passionS' and principle^ 
i^na whence they are produced in hispwn.brea^j, 
or haft been affected by tlieir operations on others^ 
' I ftoi heartily aorry for the veitajtious opee^iou 
tvbich you are obliged to undergo. It is, iadee^l, 
very grievous to b^ confitied in London^, and to 
^ (diliged to quarrel with the sun, with w^ooi 
(Hie it upon such ffieadly terms^ The wo%tlier 
is e}(tremely line here, and I make a&:n)[uch;w{t 
pf it as^ joiy head . >vtlL allow me. .. J took a w^k 
the other morning*, which I believe you would - 
have admitted to be in the true sublime. I ra'm- 
bled till I got to the top of a hill, from whence I 
surveyed a vast extent of variegated country all 
-round nte, and the iuiiuense oceaa beneath. I 
enjoyed this magnificent spectacle in all the free- 
dom of absolute solitude. ' Kot a house, or a hu- 
man creature waa within my view, nor a sound to 
be heard but the voice of the elements, th« 
vFhirt- 
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vhi8Uing.wtiid^ and rqlltng ^de. X found my^.^ 
■elf deeply awed, and struck by this situation/' 
The iint im{>rM«on it gave me^ was a aen«e «f 
my own tittleness, and I seemed Bhrinking* to no- 
thing in the miditof the stupendous objects 1^- 
which I was surroanded. But I soon grew more 
important by the recollection that nothing irhieh' 
my eyes could survey, was of equal dignity wHfc 
the human mind, at once the theatre and spectfr* ' 
tor of the wonders of Omnipotence. How vast 
are the capacities of the soul*, aod how little < 
and contemptible its aims and pursuits f 1 .■cotfn ■ 
tinned my speculations on this elevation, till my 
thoughts giew overpowered and fatigued, and I 
was very well contented io descend to huraWer 
exercises and trnployments. The view of gnat 
and astonishing objects is sometimes very osefal, ' 
and gives a noble extension to the powers^ of the 
mind; but for wise ends, it is not formed to dwdl 
loAg' upon them, without a weariness that brioj;!! '. 
it back to it3 duties in the ordinary affairs of Ihe 
world, and to commou business and amusemeiit 

^■If'tucli be the caw, bow strong and conducive is tlie 
argument di'duci-d rrom it, that the miuI must be destined to 
•noifacr state more luitable Io its views and powers. U is 
niucti to be lamented,* that Mn. Cartel' did not pui^ue [liii 
IrainAf ifauught funh»r. 

" Oh iiad «^ prcMttd irr (heme, purau'd the track 
Which iijjriu out of darjiness into day! 
, ^uw had it blest mankind, sd-I rescu'd me !" 

And 
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Aiid so after an the eleT^ion of^e't^gb't^ 
frbiflJ a view of the %uWitne and stuperittous ob-/ 
jects'of' Aalure, bne is T^ry glad to return td 
enjoynients of a gentler kind, the song of Brt-,' 
nets, ftnd the bloorfi ot roses. 

Mt%.~ Chapone* is at Kensmgton with Mr. &nA' 
Mrs. MuUd/arid^ydii stay iti town longetiougK" 
to'(»dl on her'ffifcj^e^ 'it'wiH make theni all very 
ha^^y V I had a letter from 'her lately^ in which, 
on' bdiaff of herself and Miss Burrows, she 
most strictly ei^ins me to take care of them far 
next winter. JViTtiirum irUeltigU — qnanii me fa- 
cias, %c. 

It is from no mabher of cruelty fo myself ^at 
I Shall not be so happy to wait on you to San'dle- 
ford, but that it really is not in my power. I 
hope ' I shall soon hear that you are escaped 
tMther from the fiery air of London. Do not 
£orget tliae you hare promised to send me my 
ti6rd Lyttelton'b virion*. 

'We are jint'settited in our new Abode, and 
notv^it is doubtftil' whether wp may not very soon 
be obliged to quit it, which you will think no 

* Tbe Editfir bas jiitcrwd a cppy ,pf thi* poem, which' he 
found ill mnnuacript aifiopg Mn. Carter's papcn, at iW- ' 
cloac «r tlic Si-st volume ((^uarto udition) of tli..' LcttiT* br- ' 
tweeo Mr8.CitrCi:r and Mitu Talbot, in one of nliich an en- 
qairy had bteii niade concerning it> 

- tery 
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tery MMisiog- (trq^KtA to p«opfe who h^ve -iMtt 
j.wt recQT«re(l thje .fatigue and iooonvcnieaice of 
{)9e,,i»inov^. I thii^ op thia anil.a^iw othex 
p«rple;(iti«ff ai little 89 L.qbjl, but ttiey.viU sorae- 
times harass my spirits. . I wa^ qbliggefi to y4Ni 
fta. iq«Btioning that oui; friends at Laaib^th are 
•w,t^, foi: ]VJi^, T^hpt ha? pot writ to nie time un* 
meiporia^. lbqpeyqare)(e8C0DtiQUQ w^. 

; Yoi)r')S, &c. . ■ J ■- ' -• 



'"'.]" . ' Deal, Sepieml/er i, J?62. ' 

X -■.■■::<■■:■ : Good mooting to yoa, my dev Mnt 
Montagu, and to the sun^ which is jvBt.tjsei^froia 
4hc ocean, aud iUutninBtefi'my window with his 
first rays. Being awaked particularly early Ibv 
incffning, .J have «een.alt the stars gradually var 
fPtsh from the sky, and have eiyoyed the whqle pro- 
^ej^of the advaaciag day. Ijam so e^Uvened by 
.the cool breezes of thi9e^r|y:lio|irj:that,I should 
be tempted to plan the execntion of prodigious 
schemes before night, if a Jong experience bad 
not taught me tl:allhe spirits which so gaily sa- 
lute the rising sun^ before half bis race is ended 
'inay sink into languor and inactivity. But the 

time 



D,g,t,7P:hyG00^lt' 



time vdl come when their fo vers « shall be ttfoai 
to the business of an -eternal day t In- the mean 
whilCj if we are mm enough to apply them pro- 
perly, they are sufficient to every pnrpose o€ 
niortal being : and where they disappoint the 
Vivid hopes of «ctive exertion, they are however 
equal to the duty of cheerful submisfiioh to the 
humiliations of imperfect life. But what signn 
fies my preaching when you are fast asl^p ? 

I rejoice in the account you give me of our 
noble friend. I am glad you have au^orized mo 
to contradict the report about his being the author 
of that party paper *, for whatever my own con- 
victions might be^ you are sensibW that mere cchi- 
victipns were not a sufficient answer to a down- 
right assertion. I find your admirer, for which 
reason X am his, the Due de Nivemois is coming 
i«to England. 

'I w^ glad to find you so strongly object fo tlie 
embassy to Russia, at which I was extremely 
scandalized. Possibly by this tim^ the embassa- 
dor may have a new sovereign to address, if the 
account of fresh commolions are true: Surely it 
seems figlit that all the princes in Christendom 

* Alluding to a portypublication mentioned In a preced- 
ing letter, tU|)poscU to be conductci), or viutcn, by Lord 
Rath. 

eliould 
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should make a point of discourag;ing: siich usnr- 
pation as this, not only as they are kings, biit as 
they are men. One is excessively shocked at ^uch ' 
high acts of wickedness in conspicuous charac- - 
ters; yet alas ! how many passions are there un- 
corrected and unnoticed m private life, which 
would produce just the same efFectsj if they were 
exerted on the same objects. The same ambf^ 
tlous, turbulent spirit, wHich unchecked by re-' 
straints of duty, harasses the peace, and disturbs 
the order of a single family, wouldj from the ' 
same motive?, overturn' a kine^dom, if k'kmgdt!ilm 
was within its sphere of action. ' ' ' 

, I hope you had a pleasant tour to Wiocftester 
and Southampton'. How vejwtious it is, ttiat' 
you will go for a view' of the sea, every where 
but to Deal, where you might hare it in sucit 
perfection. I condole with you on parting wilfa 
Mrs. Scott. Pray did Mr. Ramsay finish yoor 
picture before you left London, and is my Lord 
Bath satieficd with the likeness. 
I am ever, &c. 



hyGoo^lf 
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LETTER XLV. 

Deal, OcltiitF io, }J6Q. -, 



'' ■,.,'■ I ,^E'AinitY congratuMte you, my dear 
'friend,' on the pleasure of my Lord Bath's visit 
i6 Sauidteford. I could hot content myself Willi 
"troubling you to convey my acknoTFledglemenfa 
'to' biAij without writing a line op tno to himself, 
which I t^e the liberty of enclosing. 

My letter, which met your's apon the road, 
has, by this time, probably informed you, ihJtt 
I^to was perfectly innocent of my silence, and 
tiiat it vas not a philosophical, but an a'chmg' 
head, that prevented my writing sooner. Accord- 
ing to your orders, I applied a blister, and de^*tt 
to give it fair trial, though I do not flatter myself 
with the least benefit from it ; but I will jrelease 
■you from the history of my dull head, and lesJe 
•you to the delectable tragi-comic adrentarcs 6f 
the unaccountable heart of the unpossubie Doc- 
tor *, in this year of his passion for Miss Bur- 
rows ; his letter was indeed a most extraordinary 
trait of his original character. I am very glad 
that an information from a better authority^ pre- 

• Prubably Dr. Mouncey. 
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vented your h&ng alarmed by bis intdligence. 
All that can be said in excuse for such a letter is, 
Ihat the unpossuble Doctor treats his friendi 
exactly as he would treat himself, — that he would 
certainly pun and quote, and witticize, upon any 
misfortune of ^littown, just as he did/ when be 
supposed'he was lamenting my I^rd Bath, . *!?]» 
Doctor's wi^ X believe,i was nev«r excited by 
jnalice or^ wnity,. but is: m^e Qoustltutiimal, in- 
ftrmity, and bi perfe(:tly lAvoJuntary as St. .Yitas^ 
dance, ■■'-.!'■■ 

. I. am.pjnr?uing V^rtDt's Histoiiy* with. great 
.^tertainii^ent. The defence .of Rhodes is, lo- 
deed, a prodigy of valour, aod in.^JMStifift^e 
cause. . Tbis, 1 fear, cannot be affirmed of ^ni^ 
the expeditious of these adventurous li^ro^i 
Their care of the sick and wounded is very edi- 
-fyiog and Meeting. , , 

I am-heartily grieved for my Lord Lyttelton's 
accident, and particularly as I have felt that a 
strained ancle is a most teazing and dispiriting 
confinement f. Yet it is a mercy that such .a fiidl 

had 

• Of ibc Chevaliers Je Malihe. Ha ! lie li veil a few years 
lunger, lie might have liad the sati^factioji, or the sorrow, of 
. bringing it tn a cunclusiciii. 

+ It is not always felt so, especially by literary pcrtoni. 
The KUilor knew a clergyman, who hud tbu mufortuue to 
break 
8 
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hod' not- worse c'tHiseqnences. I am sufficientljr 
vairr 6f my Lord Lyttdton's approbation of the 
Introduction to Epictetus ; and I am more .vain 
W'tlie honor of t>eing ranked amon^ bis friends, 
i eji^eniely enjoy- what his Lordship says about 
tile Ode*,- which indeed, I think, is a maiter- 

r r Kj^<% to b«ar ydu «re so Well; as ICnfftd 
^OikwetWfeather miHt lttv6 rendered Sttndlaford 
:Y«r3r'<laM[^ftnd'rb«WAdtio; Iritallb« glad tohou- 
yon thinb of London^ >I-ean say but little fortay 
!tf&a& at' my hCEilth'; '1 haveBuffdred gfeatly ; bat, 
Iftianfc God, ani' 'better, and'Mdien'I can- get tet» 
<^ ftir, I hope to^^itiend di%. I sibj in all Irealtha,. 
%nd all wedUiers, nvf dctar fmnd, 

Vourty&c. 



hteak his leg, atkl wa« confined for a -whole winter to 'h,w 
i^iopha ; and he mnl to »ay it was the happiest winter be bad 

•ver passed. 

• The Ode by Mrs. Cbapone, prefixed to Mrs. Carte.'i 
'tran3la;ion of Epictclus. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

■ Kotembtr 25, 17GS. 

I WIS beginning to grow uneasy at nx4 
hearing from yw,;B>y dear friend, till your letter 
g^ife me the pleatvve.of Jiii&wfO^tbat Qothigi; 
HoiiBC than Uie bBsUcof a.Lon<S(>a life, had pre- 
TeniedyQi^ wti^iogbeftire^' My impatience to 
JiBAw. t&e state of your hedtb, Woald soon have 
^o£ the better of. my indolence, if. you bad longer 
Relayed to give tne an account of it ; but no 
motive less strojig would have been suf^ciejit t9 
combat that aversion to a pen, which the teazing 
pain in my bead, renders almost insuperable. In 
t>iher respects, i -am, I thank God, very greatly 
tticnded, and, for this kat week or ten days, I 
have found a very sensible increase of strength, 
60 I believe the fever to be quite removed. By 
dint of much industry and perseverance, 1 still 
continue the blister; and, had you been very 
Ibnd of the amusement, you might have done the 
same by your's ; a few more 6ie8, would soon 
have conquered the refractoriDess, and made it 
become more tractable ; I propose to make mine 
up twelve oy thirteen weeks, which, considering 

the 
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the little good it has done me, and the state Of liiy 
poor headj I hope you will allow to be a very meri- 
torious resolutidn, and sufBeient to remove all your 
objections about not giving it feir play last year. 

The more you see of Mrs. Chapone, I am 
persuaded you will become the more seuBihle of 
the greatness of her uhderstanding, and of the 
goodtiras of her heart She expresses great hap-i 
piness in tlie regard with which you have honored 
her, and that subject makes good part of a letter 
which I received from her not long ago. 

I am obliged to you for your political intellir- 
gence; for I had some curiosity indeed to hear 
what was goibg on in the great and busy worid, 
from an information on which I could depend. 
I am heartily sorry to find, on whatever it is 
grounded, that there is such an unhappy discon- 
tent among us ; but however unreasonable it may 
be, or in whatever improper instances, it may 
discover itself, the general character of mankind^ 
it is to be hoped, ought not to be estimated by 
the behaviour of that part of it, which interest 
or ambition, engages in the intricacies of poiiti- 
cal cabals. While you were writing your last 
letter, probably human wickedness, like many 
other objects, was magnified to your imaginatioDi 
by appearing through the fog; and the next 
bright sunshine will, I hope, reduce it to a less for- 
T«L. I. N roidable 
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tni^Ie size. At all events, I. think we stioijJd 
not be likely to gain macliin this re»pect, .Ityjs- 
tiring; to tiie vale^ of Itai^; and so, ifyovi pl^afK, 
, we will tjy wliat is to be done by sitting in -yi^ir 
. 4kre8sing'ropm> and talking over some of ,our 
friends in England^ who are most likely to r^on- 
.«ile us an genre humam. 1 very impatiently 
Jong to be as happy as you kindly wish rae^ when 
you wish me to be there. • Nine hundred copies of 
the Poems have been sold since I left town. 

The respectful compliments of all my femily 
attend you, with many thanks for your kind en- 
quiries. Mrs. Pennington has better health, than 
for many years. She is vei^ soon to lie in, so I 
' hope it will please God, 1 shall leave her safely in 
her chamber, and come to you withoit solicitude. 
I give you joy of your new nephew. 

I rejoice to hear that yot^r health is not a&cted 
by this weather. We have Jiad the niqst.dead 
calm' here, that I think I ever remen^h^spJopg 
together. The sea has neither souiid nor motion. 
It had a. most vi<^ent degree of both, during, sq^e 
-: weeks before,.. in whic^i njpre mischief, Tjas'-don* 
.-iu the Downs than I ever recollect at ai^. -Tpt 
silnation -of my room *, to which I was then pp^ty 
much confined, gave ip.e an opportunity of feeing 

. '• Her study i»e6«5*iwtiBM!d; , i : _.,7/ 

|0» 
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eoofriQcli of the distress of the ships. Indeed, 
as fond as I am of the sea, tliis liouse is too much 
Kke the Eddystone; and far as one may look 
forwardj to such a distance as another winter, I 
please myself on many eccoonls with the Noughts 
<tf' not being- likely to spMid it here; for 1 have 
* feft more than 1 foTesaw the inconvenience of 
being so iaoUe'.- — Adieu. 



LETTER XLVII, 

Deal, Decanber 23, 1762. 

I AM much obliged to you, my dear 
friend, for notifying my arrival to good Mrs. 
Norman ; I have always found her so honest and 
10 open-hearted a woman, that I am quite flat- 
tered by the account yon give me of the pleasure 
she exprest at my coming. If all people had the 
sim[dicity and uprightness of this valuable wo- 
tuan, I should not at present be harassed and 
' pierplexed 'by the tricking disposition of aome^ 
whin instead of hopping through the dirt, wiA a 
miclt., like good Mrs. Norman, nde np and down 
the world in a warm chariot. You cannot think, 
jind I Bhalt not trouble you, with an account how 
N S vilely 
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vilely I &m ti'eated flbout my parctiase. At alt 
events, I believe I Bhall infalHUy be cheated, if 
not after all tricked out of the bargain. Hovt- 
fiver a few days miut now decide it. 

My head is and has been dreadfuDy bad, and 
probably the worse for the anxiety I sufiereA 
khOMt dear Mrs. Pennington, who, after a long 
and severe suffering, is, I thank God, safe ia 
bed, since the 2Ist, with a Bn6 boy. I am too 
helpless and cowardly ever to be present on such 
occasions ; but my sister went, and was overturned 
in a post-chaise, but providentially got scarcely 
any hurt. I must say adieu, go, to my pillow, 
and endeavour to dream of you, for I can write 
no more. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

■' ' Daal, Dtcembir -29, 1762. 

I AM extremely obliged to you, n^ deti 
friend, fof the honor you design Mr. and MtiK 
Pennington*, which I am iure wiU dt> liwn 

\vsati 

• Of being God-mother to the Editor of iliese Letters ;' to 

wbicb Mn- Montagu fcdd«d the honor of her mme. Tbt 

Editor 

D,£,,t,7P-hyGoo^le 



181 
Iwftrts good 1 shall see Mr. Pennington to-day^ 
«Qd will acquaint him with the iavoT ym are ao 
^g<iK)4 as to intend them. Is there any {>articular 
paine^ which yon would chuse for my little ht 
'ttepbew i St. Leger was greatly afraid that the 
poor thing muet have been sacrificed to the safety 
.of bis mother ; but, God he thanked, this sad ex- 
treinity was avruded, and a very fine boy saved *. 
Mrs. Pennington has been very ill ever since, but 
-no danger apprehended ; but, poor soul, she ha* 
had a worse trial than with any of her children. 

The last account I had from my lawyer, gave 
me hopes that I should at last get my porchaae ; 
.but the people with whom I am concerned are so 
uncertain, that I can have no security but their 

Editor wu aho indebted to her for much penonal kindneu, 
ftnd the most obliging attention to the close of her life ; a.tii 
tot the advantage or a residence in aoil near Paris, for four 
months, wi& her aod her nephew and heir, Mr. Montagu, in 
1776. 

• " The little &t nephew" was saved, among other good 
purposes as he humbly trusts, to write the Memoire of his 
Aunt's Life, and to pablish these and her other Letters ; alt 
tending, he hopes and believer, to the edification ai well at 
to the innccent amusement, of the world. In all that he has 
written and publisheil, upon this and other subjects, these 
purjwses ham always been kept in view ; aud therefore hf 
venture* to truM, in all Christian humility of heart, that 
whatever he has written, or may write, will never be a mb- 
jectof regret to him on bis death-bed. 

hands 
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hands and iealt. If a regard to equity and their 
word was sufficiently binding, the bargain was 
long since made. In any other view, but the 
security of a house to Uve in, the purchase, I 
believej would be sufficiently dear ; but after s)) 
much harassing and vexation, as 1 have f^t for 
aome time, from the uncertainty of any place to 
fix in, I should sensibly feel the disappointment 
of my bopes of being settled in one that did not 
depend upon the will of a landlord. Indeed the 
particular degree of ill health which I have expe- 
rienced this winter, has rendered repose more 
than ever a favorite object to my mind. Yoh 
may probably awaken it, if I grow tolerably well, 
(0 more lively ideas. Yet at all events, there ik 
iomething very soothing and cpmfprtiible ip Uijb 
possibility of a quiet retreat 

If 1 have the pleasure of bearing from yoti 
again, before I see you, be so good as to direct 
your letters still here. 1 propose indeed, if my 
affairs are finished, to go to Canterbury on 
Thursday ; but I may be prevented. If 1 do go, 
1 shall slay with Miss Blomer, till I set out for 
Loudon, and my sister will send your letter to me, 
—Adieu. 
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"' ' ' Deal, ApriliS, 1763. 

As I received yoiir note at Lambeth, my; 
dear, friend, just as dinner was ready, it was im-. 
pos«ib|e for me to thank you for it, or to answer^ 
3CaiV v^ry natural questiuD, whether I missed yot^ 
or npt : I felt the less regret however, as I thmk 
you are furnished with sufficient materials to, 
aiinrer yoorself. 

I iefie Lambeth on Tlfursday morning, and have, 
^er since been straggiing with Phil. Doe and. 
Mic. Roe, up and down the county of Kent. , I 
g;ot to Canterbury by four o'clock ; and there,, 
from a dirty crowded vehicle, I emerged into the' 
fresh air, and walked to Wiugham, where I re- 
mained ttiat night. Yesterday morning, I sat 
out on the prosecution of my rambles, and arrived 
safely at Deal about six ; where, \ thank God, I 
had the happioess to iind alt my friends tolerably 
weU. 1 do not find myself at all the worse for 
my walk this morning: I slept very sound, and 
waked with a more moderate proportion of head- 
ach tiian usual. It was so fine a south-west wind 
y^ecday, that I pleased myself, as I was tra- 
velling 
& 
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vetting through all its fragrance, with the thought 
that you were enjoying it at Ealing ; hut a sullen 
north-east has, this morning, brought back all tht 
gloom and the severity of winter. My wishes 
have changed v;ith the wind, and I now hope 
you are by your fire-side ia London, somelimes 
asking yourself whetlrer you miss me. 

I believe you will soon receive a note and & 
visit froiii Lady Harriet Roper, to whom I had 
an opportunity of mentioning the person who WW 
recommende J to Mr. Ramsay by Lady Stanhi^. 
I do not sufficiently reo^lert what was in that 
letter to know whether the estabhshment whidi 
. Lady Harriet has to propose is such as night be 
wished for her, but I thought it could not be 
wrong to name hei-, and when her Ladydupand 
you talk it over, you will jadge how far it may 
be proper. 

I hope my Lord Hath has not suffered in his 
health from the melancholy scene wfaidi has been 
passing this last week. I beg my best re^>e(^ 
to his Lordship. 

I have fdt very fretful and disappointed at ire- 
ceiving no letter from you since I came home. 
Not that there was any manner of reason why I 
should think you would write ; but reason- be- 
longs only to tttt head, and expetjil&tson u the 
parta^ of ^k beut, { hope you will nxm give 
it m« 
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ne an account of your health, and of aU your 
scfaemes and engagemeots, for I see no reason 
why so trifling a circumstance as the distance of 
sevesty or eighty miles should exdade me from 
ymir parties. I enclose you the strawberry receipt 
for my Lord Bath, which remained tjuietly in my 
pocket witen I saw you last. Be so good to make 
my most afiectionate compliments to Mrs. Veaey, 

and t^l her No ; as soon as ever I get a little 

diieng^ged from my present hurry on first coming 
hooMj I will t^l her myielf. Remember you 
are to go to Latnbeth. Adieu, my dear friend, I 
have, every year, a thousand thanks to return 
you, for having OMitributed, in a thousand in- 
■tances, to make me hi^>py, and 1 am, with the 
tniest gratitude and atfection. 

Your most obliged, &c. 



LETTER L. 

Deal, dpril 30, J-fiS. 

You were very good, my dear friend, 
iu giving me the pleasure of hearing from you so 
iioon. I cqeice, in the £rst place, in the intelli- 
gence that yon are tolerably well ; and, in the 
next, 
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next, that yim despair o( finding any things -libe^ 
me. You have my free consent to find pecqile 
that are wiserand better, and finer and ib(H% vritly 
and entertaining, fm alltbis irill dome no hart : 
I shall keep my own place in your syttem, pvo-. 
vided yoD find ntMhing exactly like me. 

How I wished you could bare fetched -rat to 
make tea for that noble variegated party of hstii- 
rogeneoua characters, of which yon sat in suchi 
dolorous expectation. All parties would hMve 
been the better by this, you would have bcca 
tpared the fatigue, which you hate, of makioi;- 
tea; the good company would have had 8ucha»: 
they could swallow by my means ; and they^ in 
return, would have afibrded a fine subject oi 
specobtiooibr mc ; y/ho, of all the quiet-Iookingy 
silent people that ever existed, have the most 
amusement iu a mixed multitude : and yet what 
a raiseraUe. wight iihould 1 be, if there was no- 
thing more to be derived from human cmivensa- 
tion than this mere exercise of head! 

I heartily fcmdole witli yon, and with ber>.ttnt. 
our charming friend, Mrs. Vesey, is so soon to 
leave England ; I shall feel her loss more strongly 
<^-my own aocount, 4f 1 live to come to London, 
next winter; : She seem^ still to have very melan'^ 
choly ^preheifeions about her eyes; pray tell 

m 
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mir if .ytm' hove lately -heard -wiiat »ceoinit Mr: 
GatakfiT fewes oP toem'. ■ . ^ 

I i^4fice to hear so good an account of the 
healUi of oac nobI« friend, and what is of mcfn 
important consequence, of the disposition of hit 
mind. God i^rant him still aome years of in^ 
pTOTiBg virtue, and aiay your friendship asiifet 
and encourage him in the best preparation fbr 
that awful period which at last must come. 

With all my hurry and impatience to get at 
least my own apartment fitted up beftm: yott' 
saiamon me mto foreign parts, I have hitherto' 
been able to do nothing but worry and teaao 
every body that staiuls in my way. Indeed I 
have done my own share by giving- all my direc-* 
tiffan, but the execution depends uptn.. others; 
Some of my friends, 1 believe, think I am getng 
to ruin myself withiall convenient ^eed; but I 
hope 1 am rather more cautious than they sup-» 
pose, and suffer my genius for alterations and 
unprovgments to be crampl by two lines iii our 
friend Pr. Young, and 1 do not chuse to , 

Prepare a home from which to'run away. 

My garden is absolutely enfriehej but I hope 
before the end of the summer to see it blooming 
(or that somebody else will see k) with roses and 
jessamines; and I have very ma^ificently or- 
dered 
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jJereil a wall to be built fer their aecarity^ wbtdi 
will cost more tban if I wag to coDtract for ail the 
rofes eiid jessamiaeB in the county of Kent by the 
year. But then I bare a cherry-tree with half a 
dozen blosBOms, and an apricot that never bean, 
and dl this in a piece of ground at least as wide, 
and I tiiink rather longer than yonr dressing- 
room, bnt of tiiis hut circumtiance I will not be 
too positive. 

Have yoa seen Madune B -. I do n(A 

know haw to spell her name. The motive of 
htr coming to Gog^nd gives me great cnnosity 
about her. If her morals and character we not 
loo French, I hope you will be acquainted wJU) 
her, and rescue the honour of oar nation fnua 
the idea she may form of us from a too generd 
■new. 

.Adieu, my d«ar friend. I have another lett» 
to write, and then must return to my pillow, to 
which my heed has confined me to-day ; but I 
have been drinking my tea, and am the better for 
it, and hope to be very creditable to-morrovr. 

Ever most affectionately, Ac. ' 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



»9 



LETTER Uf. 

Deal, May 9, 1763. 



And so, my dear friend, you ttnnk it- 
TCtry refisonabfe and proper that I should be as 
talkative as Socrates 1 What, because he i^ent 
fiMing about to every puUic place at Athens, m 
tfder to convince the fine gentiemen and fin« 
ladteit, and wits and free-thinkers, that they knevr 
ttbsohitely notfamg, would you have me set aboui 
pr^ng the sauK'trnth (whichto be sure vrithout ' 
ttie's b^g hdf 8t> wife as Socrates might easily 
enough be proved) to al! the fine gentlemen and 
fine ladies, and wits and fi^e-thitikers, in every 
visiting-room and fandango in the ' metropofis of 
Gr«at foitain r But will you secure me againsC 
the Conseqoenees of so laudable an undertaking ? 
For I do not much like the thought of the figure 

I should make, iif Poet ' Should draw me up 

in a basket holding dialogues with the clouds, 
between the boxes and gallery of Covent-garden 
or Drury-latte ; nor do I much chtise that any 
lord's steward or any lady's housekeeper should 
eharge an article in their bill with hemlock for 
Mrs. Carter, Unless you can assure me against 
hazards 
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hftzards like these, it vin be more prudent for 
nie, instead of following your advice, to preserve 
my silence and my safety, with regard to' the 
generality of the world, and content myself ai 
usual with talking you and a few more of my par- 
ticular friends to death> without the least bazud 
to ny own person. 

. I grieve to And that the want of health-'iiica- 
pacitates yon for a complete enjoynieDt 4>f a 
society, in which one would wish to be perfstHj 
dive. I luiow not whether- the. iUnesa is -most 
trying which deadens the sensilulity of pleeaine, 
or that which is aggravated by disagreeable busi- 
ness and fatigue, which is my case at present be* 
tween a feverish head-ach and the ovcrloiAing 
Biy workmen. But -how littie do ^ther you or I . 
■uffer, and how Iktie reason have we to ccmplain, 
when we compare our incooveniences witi^ ^e 
terrible calamities, which, God be thaaked, nei- 
ther of Hs have ever fdt * I Wfaata dreadful story ■ 

* Tbis it true, because Chrislian, philosopbjh Wb wwt 
duly comiders how little be dc^rvcs tbc blessitifp nhich he 
unjoys, may well compare his siluatiun rather with those 
who have fewer of the good things of liTc than he has himselfr 
and are loss exempted from its calamities, than with thos^ 
who teem to have a larger measure of God's bounty than b« 
|un; aad'he will fiud abundant ivtsuas for thanUulneti, 
woe for discontent. 

indeed 
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iadced ia die fire in Bmok-fltreet ! I apprehended 
it very bad from the way id which you mentioned 
it in yonc l^er, but found the particulars in the 
newspaper still more shocking than I had ima- 
gined. I hope neither you, nor any of your 
friends, are any otherwise concerned in this ter- 
rible disaster, than for the general feelings of 
humanity. 

1 hope nothing will happen to check Mr. Mon- 
'tegu's alacrity of preparation for the voyage to 
Spa. I imagine the time remains fixed as it did, 
at lea,st that your setting out will not be earlier 
-tban you proposed. I will get all ray a^rs in 
«s great forwardness as possible before I leave 
. th^m, but they do not pmoeed so fast as my im- 
patience is apt to wish. A lamentable discovery 
of some defect in the floor and joists, sets gie 
Ifrierously back in fitting up ray room. 

Mrs. Undenvood is exceedingly diverted at my 
being' so notable, and desires me to tell you, 
with her love, that I have more in me than you 
ftre' aware of. 

Has Mrs. Vesey with all her heart renounced 
and forgot me? To be sure she has, or she 
. would have sent me some signification to the 
contrary when you wrote your letter with her at 
your elbow. Adieu, my dear friend, I must go 
see after my workmen, complete the aching -of 

my 
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my head, and th^ lay it upon a pdloiri aiid 
dfiire it to dream of yon. 

Most affeclimiatdyj &«»' 



LETTER m. 

Deal, Jfey SC,- J7«r 

ThocgbI should have been mucli better 
jpleaaed,' my dear frieDd, to have waited on yoa 
^from Deal, 1 will be ready to ^tend you at OoTor 
OD the third of June. If you can guess either to 
' what inn you shall go, or about what time f^ the 
.day yon shall be there, I shall be obliged to you 
' if you wili be so good to let me know, that I may 
accommodate my hour of setting oat from hence 
accordin^y. As 1 must come in a post-chaise, 
I believe I shall bring my sister Mary to pay htf 
respects to you. My other friends are disap- 
pointed that you cannot come here, 1 am only 
<orn^. I write in a great hnrry, as I am in the 
midst of embarrassments and business of variottf 
Itinds. , ', 

I ah) much obliged to you and my Lord Bath 

for y<Hir scheme, but I do not. in the least covet 

your embroidered 'bed, but coatent myself with 

wishing 



D,g,t,7P:hyG00^lt' 



m 

WMhiRg yon may bIc^ as goondly in it as 1 Uwak 
God I usually do uoder a tester of bitfe stuff. 
As tp the other amusements with which you pro- 
pose to furnish me, I have business enough, and 
playthings enough, to keep me in sufficient enn 
ployment and tolerable good humour without 
them. 

That 10 large a company should all be tettlnf 
out for different kingdoms in so short a time, was 
indeed a singular circumstance, and 1 dare say 
,mu8t give you some striking reflections. Ciod 
^aut that ajl who were not returning to their 
vim country, may happily meet again in this, 
•Acr their several dispersions. Mrs. Vesey, I 
imagine, is by this time set out. Be so good an 
to mention when you write whether she is or not, 
for she desired me to write to her to Dublin, and 
1 am not willing to send a letter till I know wb^* 
tber she is likely to receive it there, 

I shall hope to hear from you again before Wt 
jt|ieet ftt Dover. I am, my dear friend. 

Most affectionately, &c. 

P. S. Be so good> if you can tell, to let me 
jcDOw in what manner I must tell my friends to 
direct for me at Spa. Since I wrote tfats, I re- 
ceived tbe favour of your letter, and hope to be 
ready for you at Dover by one o'clock on the 3A. 

TOL. I. O If 
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tf any thing shoold make any aHecation in jMf 
flcbetne, i shall hope to hear from yoa on Sunday 
night next ; if not, I will take care to secnre -a 
poet-chaise in time. I think my Lord Bath'i 
scheme of embarking as soon as possiUe is a 
Very good one. It is to be hoped this long cast 
witid Will be changed before then, or 1 believe 
it uitt not be poKible for the vessoh to saUi 
Adiei*. 



LETTER Un. 

l)t»\, Septemhtr 2i, 1763. 

I REJoiCEih t]iisfiAeday, mydearfriend, 
tT^ich win brighten all youir prtBpects on the road ; 
and I am too goiod a patri<A not (o wiMi 'that tbe 
views of the Mediv^andTtiam^, compared with 
the hanks of theltbine, may famish yoii with maiiy 
ah observation in favour of England. I did; not 

* Tbii was the last LctUr written to Mt*; Mtmtagu; boilMfe 
ibe toar alliuM t« with her aid Lord Batii to Spa, atd ftvp 
{Mils of Gernuiy ao«l Flanders, Mrs. Carter's Lettci% U> 
■ouit of iiei corresppndentSt while on this jouiney, are given 
in the Memoirs of her Life, beginning at p. IJO, of the Slit 
. rditioli ; 251, of ttw «econd ami Mii. > " 

half 



D,g,t,7P:hyGOO'^le 



Id^ enjoy m; wail; np-Dorer-faitl yesterday; -bfr" 
nitue you were not there to ibare it y/'Ah net 
uid 1 ^tretncly regretted your not, having; 8f«i| 
the castle, which is a more striking object of rudt 
^eatoesB than ajiy that we have met in Qar tmvelB> 
and perfectly V/el\ adapted to the wild irr$g;ukr 
MtnaUAn in which it is placed- As' I savVftM 
thought for you as «tell as myself^ (how wildoa 
is it that I see or think Without you!) I.wai 
pleased with considering bow you would have 
been charmed by an immediate transition front 
this savage landscapej into a country smiling iii 
all the ornaments of cultivation, and interspersed 
with villages and farms enough to preserve it 
from that solitary aifi which deadened some of 
the finest landscapes in Flanders. The sam« 
circumstances slraosely vu? their effect in dif- 
ff^nt-situationf, and; t^at absolute so^tude whicli 
W9 usa<d to,eiuoy to so high a degree inthe^^iv- 
jvirenis 0f §^ always appears fiat and ^isagre^ 
»]^. in A land pf culture, My poatillion <buy« 
v^^ weUj wit conducted me safely jnab^vtas 
hour and a half to Deal, where, I thank God, I 
hftd-tlH happiness of Gnding my fiither, aod thf; 
rest of my family and friends^ very well ; and our 
little tenement perfectly clean, and light, and 
riant, which, ' after the dirt and darkness which 
we have so long endured in gur gfte upon the 
■: . ; o a road. 
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tt»d, i**aB a T«ry dellglilftil circnmslaftce. I loft j 
for you to feel the comfort of your rooms in-HiH- 
■treet, and I shall grieve to pursue you any far- 
ther*. 

My head is tolerably well to-day, and I have^ 
BO much conquered the motion of the sliip, that T 
can look upon the sea from my window, without 
any uncharitable resentment. ■ 

Mre. Underdown bids me tell you with bet 
compliments, that my having her tongue tct en- 
counter, has prevented my going on with my 
letter.' -She has, however, left me time enough 
to retartt you my sincerest tlianlca for etery im- 
provement and every pleasure which I have ac- 
quired in' our late tour. If my poor shattered 
languid health bad interrupted my enjoyment of 
tiic advantages wbtch you so kindly intended tat 
much more than it really did, I'slmiildbe very 
(iir from having any reason to i-egret that 1 had 
accompanied yoli. As the highest value 1 set oU 
every oppoHliiiiiy that T either could or could 
not improve, is from considering it as a proof of 
your affection. It grieves me indeed to reflect 
how much trouble and uneasiness I must have 

* That it, into ihe north, where Mr. MonMgu faad a hou:* 
noar liU collieries, which seemt to have been a resJdtnce mora 
pruliuble than aErek.-able. 

(iven 
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^ivep yoOj srnd how very liuje capable I vras of 
being of the le^t use or amusement to you. My 
fethcT's respectful compliments attend yon. He. 
is much pleased with the honor you hare done 
him in the quadrille . box, which has Inobily 
escaped better than mtiny of the other contents of 
Sfty trunk> which as poor John >yith sp lftme,Qt|abfe' 
a face often foretold are grieyously ^elabr^s^ 
Tbie fto^ gown, however, has rcjceived ,no htirt, 
apd I have been rejoicing the eyes ,of MfS. U. 
^ij^ a sight of. it, as she bas a wonderful de^ht 
in .Sjceiog me a,ttired, more likea 6np l^dy thwa 
B^ic. 1. eh^l besadly disappointed if I tjp not 
hear howjyou.allgot to London by Friday's post. 
JBe so good, to make my best conipUments to my 
Xord Bath and Mr. Montagu, and assure (hem of 
my grateful sefi.se of their favors to me. . Adietf, 
my dear friend^ you give me continual subjects 
for oew acknowledgments, but I canno^ be more 
tenderly and sijicerely than J am, 
; , ., . . Your most affectionate^ &c. 
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LETTBR lilV. 

pealf Sqittnbfr p, 1763. 

I kin ext»mely obliged to yoq, myd«&|i 
firiendj for making me happy by bo good an tc- 
toant of your b«akh. for 1 was in paia to knoif 
whether you h^ got over fte fetigve of your 
^oartiey oft Wedne«(Iay. I am heai^ily gM td 
^nd yoQT joriMeiy to the north is absoh^y fixed, 
1)Ut it it upoii the same principle as when I baVe 
'a tooth to be dravrn^ I am aivfixys extftmdy im? 
(latient to eet about it. This will be 4 long ope- 
Tatioi) ; but tiH it is begun I cannot hope for its 
being ended. To be sure, white I remain «t 
Deal; I Bee as little of you while yoo are lar- 
Touttded by youfChinesB Mandarins in LondoOj 
as I do when you are among your geese at New- 
castle ; and I think as touch on ybn in dne situr 
ation a^ in the otber, and yet I cannot help feeU 
ing a strange difference, from your beipg bo mnch 
^rther out of my reach. 

I am sorry to hear that poor Israel and Jobi^ 
are so ill, but 1 hope they are not in danger. I 
did npt know 5'r W. Kn^tchbuU *, but I most 

* Sir Wyndbara Knatcbbnll, ^srt. ot A|ersl;Bm-b&tch in 
If-eni, who died in ihb j-ear. 

ciqcereljf 
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smeerely grieve for his aisler: She has great 
sensibility, and wilt be very deeply struck by thi» 
blqw. Your iBtinticni0$ three fevers in your 
letter makes me apprehensive that JU>ndoQ if 
sickly, as I have had another account of the 
«BBM kind. I earnestly intimat yon to f^tigu* 
younelf ab UUle as poaaihle with the pfeptratiws: 
ibr..youjr JQureey, and rather kaye your wftrd- 
< Tube oii}ii»c]ii«d thsua pot youra«If out of n c»^- 
eHy of OMikiflg uee of it, Tbat. our pref^nneait 
■a»y yre^ed i^ eqwl steps, I promiae you, in 
the ^neaA tiene, to avoid all tnt^perancie in ,He- 
bmv ft«d (i<reek. {odeed, the hopes of the pro- 
&ssf)nbip will oot prove an; dangeroaa ten^» 
lion to a bseaehof my promiw; ^raslnever 
fieard that any prafcMor «r professecess had any 
iiaim to the omaiMnt of a. blae ribbon^ mere 
jnuBty inaBJiKiapti^ niae bine, ribbon.: have no 
rtUtractioaa £n: me. i 

Bttt ypit bid: me tell yon aooietbing aboMt my 
iiR^tb. Th« di«ffdor of «i|y n«i:ve«is, 1 thank 
God, greatly abated. I have some^iew remains 
of hesitation, but, by some «tre, I can avoid its 
being perceivedr I have had too or three bad 
head-acbs, but, in general, 1 believe I am rather 
better in that re$pect too. { know not how well 
I might be able to bear the least degree of hurry, 
but of that at present I have no trial, as 1 am in 
a state 
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a state of pnrfbund repose. The absence of my 
sister coafines me more than usual, so that 1 have 
^beeu scarcely anywhere but to Mrs. Underdown's, 
except two or three walks to Mongeham. My 
femily and friends are, I thank God, well enough 
to' prevent my fseling any porticdar anxiety 
aboitf- them, so tiiat my heart is ateeie;' and I' 
hope hy«oine care and moderate exercise, Iih^ i 
present myself to yon in January, not quite such - 
a miserable drooping object as that wtncfa bat - 
pcift^xed-arrti saddened you foriso many wveki. . 
I !haT« vnpaeked all my faondlei and depoiitcd 
tbeir eonfelits in their proper places ; have -paid 
mif^^voricmenK' UUs, and am g;«in^ to pcepai* 
fWRfiMriqgt, and when aU thb is-orer. shallad 
do^Q 40 enjoy tlie noncuraiua of an empty 
patfle* My-if^i^T, to my gvotf joy, ;HemB per- 
fe«)dy^ Mtelt'ftatiafied Yfith our habitation. The 
ro6ms are (o be 'sure much smaller thaaJ could 
•mek; 'buttfaen ^the hovse isinsiteb a situation, 
that even ny iatenperate Ion of atr has enough 
(0 cmtent it. Adieu. 
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LETTER LV. 

Dcttl, October 5, 1763. 

Ih whatever state I »», «v^ ias^nc*- 
of tenfemon from you, my tiear friead, ifculwRy* : 
sure to do me good, and I very swsibly ^«lt 1^ 
kind concon you expre^ about |A« in yqi^- 
last letter. I thank God I ^Ul continub-iniM; 
good « state as nrheo I writ to you bcfi»e. TJ^ia 
bhoteriog^ and v^ery severe wind, . I fcac ^haR-Mt 
been very beneficial to your cold; bttt 1 hopO'it 
mil hare left you before yoaset ont on yoi^ 
bypecborean expedition. If ^u were^M^^ ifiti* 
the cheering warmth of ItaUan-«ins> and ih» poF- 
fume of wange poves, I could qiue% l«ave~ 
you to your own devices; but wbftn.yatt-aretm* 
Yelling into a . fiKKEcn dioHite, aad a desolate 
country, I fonn a hundred lyishes to accompany 
yoo. But here I reotaui; ft«d yoji set out on 
iPriday ! ■' * • • ■• 

*< Alp'DUi ah dura, nives, ct filgora Trentg, 
Mc sloe, lola Ti4ei>^Ah te ne frigora csdant I" 

I am glad yoa were pleased with yonr visit to 
the drawing room. I cannot find out whom you 
ineaa by Sir Billy Briton. I heartily grieve for 

th» 
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Ac perplexed state of public aflaira ; bat That 
exeepi perplexity could be expected from soch 
wieaBvres as have been-unhappUy puraBed. Hoir 
Ihankfol oaght they to be whom the obwarity (^ 
private life sheltcrB from the turbulence of ubU- 
tmi> and prestrves frtun the (Aoptatioaa of 
pamrA 

-.: Ifaipe it » Bot nterdy tb« Ml flHocew of feli' 
iikdtdthWf^, ttor the difiappiMHtmeiit of prisntle 
xeveQ^e^ttetecaanoatfaeimdlooIuof Mw- E^~. 
ftrti caanot be^ ttuMfiog she is « good deal 
afiedfld by ttae pwient akuaitfop ti£ « p^wn ta 
wlMMa she dai- been »q mac^ obliged, and fi^ 
«wlK)in, I i)di8ve,:^ie fisetea vtury real gmtitufiej 
Huid'wlietber «be. thhUu bii coiid««t rigbt or 
mamg, tbeeonaeqaeoott of it nwaC be very mor* 
tifying to ber. 

Pray did yon ever try way pvepMratton of 
iapis oaUnmnttri$ for your eyes! Mrs. Under^ 
down has used it with soccees, and baa been told 
sBcb wQndetful effect^ of it f;om a kuig expcf 
fieflce, by the person from whom she had tbe 
receipt, that I could not help mentioning it to 
you. It has latdy been published in the news'- 
papers. If I could meet with any of the Scott 
loniily, I would naiae it for poor Mrs. &mra^se ; 
lor it is auA to bav« recovered peo^ aeariy 
blind. 

{hope 
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i hope Lady W. and Lady P, were landed ba- 
fxre all this stormy weather, or poor sosb bow 
«ck at Usftat thtj^vsi l«Te been. I did not 
thmfc Mts, Middleton woiild hare returnad ao 
aoon. Havs you paid her the half-guinea' which 
^yVthokY^ on your coiuci«B|«, and of which 
you bid me retnind you ! and you are faei^iy.n* 
wipded accordingly. I witt nu)(« yovr oomplt- 
tttenti to Madame de Slam * when 1 writb, I 
tuaie wDt heard front her sisce she left ^la. 

I'^axe aot be bo unreaBonabte aa tedasiiB'to 
^Mox- ^m yon bdbce you aet out; babl'H^tt 
youwiU giw me jome acveant bow yon bear - 
^o«r joamey, befn-a you }gttU} tiit endof it, 
aitd'wbetfaar you are quite free Iroai yoar oold, 
' AdiaV} ray daffxutfnevd, «Tsry ^apptnesi attend 

yott. 

Voarii, &c 

* A Genpan Lady whom they mut &t Spa, and with 
whom they formeJ aD intimacy which continued as long as 
she lived ; though lupportcd cUieSy, or perhaps wholly, by 
fpistolary coricspondeticc. 
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.. .-X-ETTER lAfi:'... ." -V'l 

■"'''' Deal, bctoUr^\, irfii. ' " 

Th£ pfMt Oft thc.Bortbem road-isiat 
rioW'iu ;il8 motsMi^^a* your coaeh ^pd auE> /pf. 
jwr -letter, my dear friend, did ni^ .rnffb in*. 
IHI Tuecday n^bt, whate¥er «fmui yon oitslftr 
Bnd m jnur joamey to Newcastle, Itbiak yon 
^mld tx^KNCnoe Viery little on the raid to Jem*. 
•Qkuo. :;As.tt|ts-iB.BOiexpedLtioQ ^b|tcli.XiCui wii^ 
4«vt4lie without any iatigue, either to. you or 
m^^df, i will foUow jiQu thither veriiraqo*, a^X 
.i^att imrt a. peadi^i: kind of pleasaro, ia travel- 
lhigi«v$E tbe afunecooati^c Mhax jyoaihsW'Sft 
lrtdypa«t .. 

I refojced lor. yon in the fin^ view, at Wea- 
therby^ and for myself in the striking picture 
wbich you' were so good to give me of it, whic^ 
1^ left me very little to wish for fEora a a^tpf 
the original. , , : .j ■: 

I aw very happy in Uie account of your .b<^.in^ 
in perfect healthy may yon bring the same Resr 
fiog back to town . unimpaired by the nortiiem 
pleSf andi in that case, 1 aball not be vninoder 
rately troubled for you at this temporary bajiifb' 
I9«nt, I hope y«u will Dcvar be experimentally 
convinc^ 
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conrfnced wliat the difference may be, between 
beii)^ scalped or flayed, and taking a dull Jour- 
ney, but as far as [ Can jiidg;e by mere specula- 
tion, it appears to me rather more than you seem 
to apprehend. 

'I have hot much to say to tb« advanta^ of my 
|]iet*verse head, and I have often ft little sly feve^ 
thrft renders it still more pienrerfe. Howercr; 
ml thaftk God, all my frrends are well; L am 
very tranquH ami cheerful, and^nd my shattered!^ 
«y»em extremely repaired upon the wtfote bf^ 
^at pivtband repose in ^Iri^ i -lull and sSotli^ 
my indolence at prewitt^ for I very iddoin g» 
ttui; I shall n6t be auffer^d tis indulge this alAb^ 
tilte quiet when niy sister cmims hofiie, as'^ 
IKends will tlien make d«mands upm nte^'ffhkk 
they now forbear ; and I believe it will beibfetUr 
for me not to be allowed to cdntiiine v^y lAhg in 
such a-state of retirement, as for a litfle whlfe 
^oes me^od; I' ihould be glad to make my 
ft'dfantage of this fine weather, and ramble about 
the fields more than I do ; but between the Ufn- 
guor that succeeds one fit of the bead-ach, and 
the return of another, I do not find many oppOT- 
tunities of exercise, but am much more' di8p<»eti 
to lounge overabook. I contrived, however, the 
other day to visit for the fir^t time since her death, 

Uie now deserted spot where I used to pass so 
mi*y 
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Mrity agteAJUe boon of aay cbeeH^l 9Wie^ 
mth iqy poor friend Mn. GftmbiQr, *t I Jttdi4ge4 
ft melancholy propensity to walk over tbe gajdeii 
IB which 1 had ao often accoiopanied hvf, iod 
amidst the variety of thobghta with Which t^ 
circanntonce filled toy niad, I ttuM not be^ 
feeliiig: a tendir conpera at Ktmg a. p{aee • in 
irJucfa abe toiak ao much delight, neglected tmd 
ianunB; and the myrtles and niks. ' wbieh Wdn 
ttiU JQ. bloom, ^nott covered with i^weila. A 
moment's recollection oouU tell ne, all tia& int 
aBthing (o her; hut I knovT notbottit (t;, uutea^ 
«f aeaxDfnnyins our departed frieods iif timt 
-Iwppier slate, our minda are peipetuaUy endfiflr 
Touring to keep Up their coenection With our 
wrBv and .ui great kin^oss we nvite them ^^ 
from the UD&ding Uooroaof pBhMUBe,.to aparttr 
cipation of mortal rotes with all tbeir thonu* 
Bat so it miut be, wbfle on tbe«liject« oS a ful^ire 
imrld we only reason, and iu whatever relates tp 
Ihe presenf;, we feel; and the imraediate.^ 
natural force of aentiment will always jbe supeficHr 

* Wife of Adpiiral Jauei Oambier, who was uocle-fo tb« 
pn»ent l-ord Gunbicr. Admiral Oumbier bad been living 
«t Bi^jple-HouM;, about tluet miles from Deal, of whicb 
place Mn. Carter is here speuking. How dcligbiful, at well 
M juit and pioos, an the icAeciMiw wbich Uiis melutciioly 
visit ««CB>Uia«d I 

to 
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fb IftM of cdmlclii^, itt er^t^ induce «r1i^ili<tli 
4i j^rifKiple of 'dHty, and a superior astiislftnce, d« 
Hot M^pl; it vfitii adventkfouB powers. 
-' l know not vrh&t other virtuM a hermitag'« ma; 
be ca|»a1)le of producing, but lam not ftbeohrteij 
of-yourmiod tlult it is a soil for charity. The 
fttuUs (for faults there will be in every state) 
which ariae ia-solitnde, are of a reBtrainedmd 
solitary kind^ and not likely to give us the feUow 
feeling wfaicfa We should natarally experience in 
tocie^ for those which resemble oar own K 
' 1 am glad to hear my Lord Bath coitfiaues to 
vrtXl, and beg my respectful compliments to htm 
When you write. I hope be will not be so unda- 
4lftilly lazy as yoa apprehend in yoar absetios. 
It ifl ft sb^nge thing, that if people cannot iiw^ 
over sea and land by die hundred mifea, they wil^ 
determine to sit absolutely stilL 

I hope Mr.MoDtaga relunt the benefit which 
he received from' his travels ; my eomplinumte 
Vrttitonhim. I imagine by thii tune you are 
got mto the track of basinest/ and shall be 

* It inigbt also be addeil, that tli^ are not very litiely t^ 
be cured ; because as tliey cannot be CKUwd by suddai 
tetnptatioa, or by tbat elevation of spirits which society tre- 
quenily occasions, they must arise either from deep-rooted 
depravity, or from the tvant of & dne sense of feeling vHk 
nespect to tbeir own erron, 

S heartily 
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teiir%gbdto,heWyoaare,g«auig;UH^n(C)> H 
mfuAas iWBsible. I cMaot. futw^et, ^Uopi jro« 
ta be so busy 03 nut socn^tjmss- to fiQd«.j9qvicr 
at an bour to give mfi the h|tppincv.0f,lutci|fiiii^ 
jQnare well. I am, my dear friead* . -, ^ 
Most faithfojly, de. 



LETTER LVII. < ^ 

Drat, J>ecet^r9*, 1703. 

By tliis tioH!, my dear IriCDd. I hojw f 
JBS^ coagcatulat^ you and nyself on yoyr.b^ing^ 
tefely fUTtvcd at the end «f your uncQinfor^ble 
long; jonraey. I bad ihit favor of.yoiu; l«^ter 
fi-oiB Ferry-bridge, but not.tUl ilve dayv vfluutfac 
date. I fibauld sooner have thanked yonfifpritb* 
-last whicb you wivte fcMnNe^Ycastle,. butMyon 
then talked <if beginning your .journey h^,the 
litoe I: received it, I knew not wh|^Q^a.^tter 
would be likely to find you. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pennington desire their compli- 
ments and thenfcs lor the trouble yotv 'were so 
good to take in prescribing a regimen fop Ibeir 
,»«n James, and they intend to pursne it wficn be 
gets wellj of which there .is. al i)reseQt, I tiiank 
God, 
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'66d/& prospect ; but since f wrote to you last, 
'the poor child has been so very bwl, that (here 
frere'btit small hopes of his life. The danger of 
fiiiK poor Stde boy, and the distress of his parenti, 
you will easily imagine hare hurt my nerres> and 
in such a situation it is scarcely fitir to judge of 
tbe avccess of Mrs. Boone's medicine. Yet I 
tbonglrtTrhHe t^raa tftking it, tint h^ head-ach» 
were rather lessened ; and I design to make ano- 
ther trial of it now ray ^eart is more at ease. 

The wind, of which one hears such terrible 
ftcconnta from other places, was felt in a much 
]ess degree in this. All the mischief here was 
occasioned by the tide, whi<A was indeed very 
outrag&oQs, and T do not recollect ever observing 
the sea to look so full. Some sbipa were driven 
ftom their anchors by the violence of the tide, 
but t do not hear that any were lost Many "out- 
building's next the sea were washed away ; and 
if a second tide had come with equal Ti<^ence *, 
it is probable that tbe houses must have been de- 
rooliihed, when they were thus stript of their 
fences. It was greatly for my ease tiiat I knew 

■ * Tbit bw never been, knowa to liapptn upon Ihu coasr. 
WkrriMT (Mi* i>r«cc«<li fiom a general law of natnn, or frou 
iocat peculiarity of sitaaliou, is nvt known ; but tb« flict u 
ctiivn ; ami were it olherwJM, the tows of Deal niitl bar* 
Wd k>ng since swept awny. 
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not of the height of the wind in other placea, fiw 
my sister set out from Ijondon that very day, in 
the midst of falling tiles and chimniea; but I 
knew nothing; of the hazard which she ran, till I 
had the happiness, I thank God, of seeing her 
arrived in safety. 

I bad begun ray letter with an intention of 
lending it by yesterday's post, but my head was- 
•e bad that it sent me to my pillovr. 

I am, &e. 



LETTER LVin. 

Ir you were at the distance of an hun- 
dred tniles, it might, and must be endured ; but to 
consider that we are within view of the same 
smoke, and within the sound of the samebellaj' 
and yet that 1 am in such a state of total igno- 
rance about you, as if you were in the bottom of 
one of your mines, is insufifcrably vexatious.' ' t 
long, my dear friend, to know how you do, what 
you do, and what you think of, and whether 
among other things you ever think of me. It i? 
only among otlier things, that I can at present 
think 
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tbink of yon, for from that iinpatiebce irhich 
almtys hurries me on, (o be goner to whatever 
place I am desticied soon to go, my thoughts arc 
tittefly employed about my joum6y;. and I>'^t 
off every engagement with my absent A'iandSt 
tin t- can enjoy it in fdll leisare,' whAn- I am 
qoieUy settled on the Keatiah ' shdre. I am to 
set out to-morrow morning, and hope to be at 
Deal on Saturday at furthest, and shall be greatly 
disappointed, if I ilo not leceivs some account of 
you soon after my arrival there. 

I hope you have had no news from the north, 
worse than when I saw you, and that every post 
will bring such intelligence, as will allow you to 
■think of your retreat to Sandleford ; where I hope 
you will enjoy all the leisure and solitude, which 
are Mecessafy lo repair the devastations which 
hurry and crouds have made upon your health 
and spirits during (he fatigues of the vrint'er. 
For my own part, who from the advantages of 
ihatgnificant unimportance,' 'and the head-ach; 
have seldom so much oP'this woridj Ai ta'grow" 
heaitily tir^d of if ; instead <^ finding H heCeSsftfy 
to repair the fatigu^ of the winter, by the soK^ 
t«de of the silmraer, I shall enfiven and ahiuye 
the solitude of summer, by reflectioiis and pfos-^ 
jfects of the society of the winter. I am ceHair^ 
it will be impMsible for me ever to look backward 
■ p3 •r 
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or forward, without meeting you in eyery poinl 
of vitew, and iJiinking with the tendercst gratitudfe 
on all the past happiness I have enjoyed io yoi^ 
friendship, and with the most pleasing hopes frOlp. 
the continuance of it. . - . 

I T)eg my respectful and affectionate coDipUi 
ments to my Lord Bath. Do pi:ay write ix^ .m^ 
rery.sooo. Adieu, my dear^ friend. 



LETTER LIX. 

' ClargoMtrecr, Jt% 12, 176*J - 

I HorEj my dearest fri^nd^ yoi|,a^ a$ 
least enjoying the quiet and repose of the^pw?, 
try, though I fear without that sentimetit pf 
"vernal ddight andjoy," which give? it spirit^ 
Indeed the rain which we have had, s^eiysof'^q 
ungenial and cold a qoality^ that you might, rathi^ 
expect it to shower down snow^drops t^an rose^Lt 
y/e spent the .^flernoon you w^nt, ac<;pr^ngtf». 
our engagement, )ritli Lord Lyttcltoi^.whp:sei?ed». 
the opportunity of a north wind, to let jdown l»i(fc 
curtains^ and stir up his fire, beyond any iqf>r^j 
sufferance but his pwa. The Sylph *, bowerer^j 

delighted 
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«efighlied herself In tiiis snug warm appeaiMoe, 
which seerned to bring back the, departed hours 
of January. But I who was so unlucky as ,Ui 
tetain. the idea of May, was suffocated without 
any abatement or alleviation wbaterer. li^rd 
Lyttelton seemed Well, and in. good spirits ; hut I 
beliere we all felt the society incomplete where 
you was absent. Yesterday I dined with Mrs. 
Vesey and Mrs. Hancock at Mrs. Dunbar's. Mrs. 
Vesey lamented, with much pathetic eloquence, 
her misfortune in being obliged to go to.the pJay. 
You will suspect that thi» btnAentfatJon did not 
raise much commiseration in the comptmy. Yet 
I believe ber xegrets were extremely sincere, not 
indeed so much that she was to go , to the pluyj 
as that she could liot go to the play, and ropwi^ 
in South-street, at the same period of ti^y^, U> 
both which inconsistent divertisements, she had a 
very unfeigned propensity. I finished my even- 
ing at ' Lady F. Coningsby's^ who, you will be 
sorry to hear, has been very unwell, but was 
lonch "better last night. 

Dr. Addinglon * has ordered Master George 
Rli to Malvern ;' but I fear with little prospect, 
HKi any remedy can restore him. My spirits 
tiitk whenever I think . of the situation of ofu? 

* Father ia,fjird SMniouth. 

i amiabW 
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smlftMefriendii under thv« trial. Mn^ FiU wu 
intavn an hmir or two, but 1 did not see her. 
Mn. Dunbar 6eem»'to faave lost all hope, and U 
m deeply, ihaug^ very silently diatressed^ that 
it -alecU meiinexprenibly whenefer i see her. 
She-goes to Ijovet Paira to-day. The poor 
Pitjts lare to- set - oi)t for Malvern on Monday. 
<iied grant them success from their journey, cw: 
aOppovt HRd«r Uie dKappointment of it, 

-INKM^Ptnoh^hesrisad theEnay, and is highly 
plcvfed'with it) ^p aeems most particubriy 
atradi hy the AriUcieni' on Macb^. I write in 
ittlKctfttnAjeraTy minute of my fiiUier's comings 
te^tdi me to dioe in the city. Adieu, my dear 
j&ve«d^' I hope Dotbing will prevent your re- 
MPfMg eariy |M:ft week. I believe I abEdl depart 
Ibe week aft». 



I LETTER LX. . 

Dual, May 18, 1764. 

I HOPE, my dear friend, to find your 
iiext letter, datedfrom* S&ndtef«rd,"betaiise you 
wish to be there. But do pray beware of this 
U-eacherous sunahine which conceal34be severity 

of 
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of the north-east wind, and may seduce you to 
stay tod long in the open air, for this-is'saii rhei' 
malic weather ; I am seized by the neck and oae 
arm ; but while { can walk up and down the face 
of the earth, I hold a little partial crippKw^ no 
great evil. I very sensibly feel the kitidntot of 
your wishing me with you at Sandleford, thme^l 
should most assuredly attend yon very ^Wa, if 
certain mortal incumbrances did not pttvtrit^t 
possibility of my flying. But as 1 am^ 4!as- ftb 
more than a two le^ed' animal without vritigs, I 
must therefore content myself with thiiddti^i^f 
you widiin the range, to which this ftwliwsml 
circumstance confines me. I am at letnC ivntlie 
same climate with you, and eonMqiiendy ^rOfy 
ray of sunshine that enlivens my spirit*,- t*^y 
blossom of the spring that cheters ihtf vri^'frfc- 
grance, and every nightingale that chartttg*ie 
with its song, is capable of giving me a double 
pleasure, by the reflection that you are enjoying 
it at the same time. 

The history of J,he Black Prince * is indeed 
very extraordinary, and I shall be very- glad to 
hear the sequel of it. I am sure you will be very 
happy if your recommendation of his cause to 

-* The Editor has no clue (o the history of this intrTfrsting 
peiMiiagc, SLUd no recollection of having ever heanl hicn 
■leniioued.. 

■Mr. 
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Mr M. Robinsonattould. prore a mcMiB of wfcrm- 
in^ tbis poor man's winter^ witti cooifortaUe food 
and cloathing. There are few oltjecUof distrafls 
so afieclln^ as those, wlro, in their very com- 
plexion, carry the stamp of baDishmentfromlhetr 
country, and seclusion from all. the relatvoas (^ 
■ociaL'Iife. Yet our Oroonoko. affw^ a coair 
fortable proof, that however destitute of all other 
pOBsessiona, every mortal man may at all events 
be sure to find a wife. 

. WeexpectMr.andMrs/Dou^Ias* home this 
week, when she goes to her own dwelling, and 
leaves to me the care of pur minagBy for which 
I have no great inclination ; however I mast do 
w well as 1 can, and be as good an assialant to 
my father, ad an' aching head will let me ; the 
knowi.iig she i^, happy in Iiaving married the man 
of her .choice, ,fyiU do a great deal to reconcile 
Bie to tliis ne\^ <;mi:tIoy(nent 

In a letter ';wliich, J. lately received from Miss 
Talbot^ she desjced me, to remind you of the 
j|jrmen;ian ,lettfir§,„ wjiich she lent you some 
months ago, i^d whkb sh* wi^es you would 

• Mw. Carter's yoongpst.siiter Mary, who mRrriod Ms., 
T)ougb3, nfteruards a j>liysician in Loiitl<)n of some note. 
After hep decease he married the widow of the Rev. Dr. 
BcHUvoiP {wboU midm name was Shsrpe) who brodgh^ 
kim 3 luje furUine, and be then quitted pnctice. 

send 
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tend ^-'imr'p^mi'ytia ttmi Mo town. At year 
return t« town, I imagine your schemes wifl be 
fixed 'fbrtbe BBWimer/'and I Rope, in the ihean 
time, you wilt hare imbibed en(M^g;h of the vital 
apirit o*' Sandlefo^ air to repair the depre<!h- 
tions which have been made upon your health by 
the fati^es oi the winter. Adieu, my dearest 
friend. 



LETTER LXI. 



Tieai, Suae 1, 176*, 

A RT of indolence, wy dear friend; 
has prevented my vrt-iting' for some days, biit an 
impatience to hear from yon, at length gets the 
better of this powerfal enchantment, AaSeouUi 
qu'it coute t must -mrJle. I rejoice to find yottf 
health and spirits allow you the whole enjoyment . 
of your solitude and your bkissbms.' I hope yoii 
find at Sandleford the zephyrs, as well as the ver- 
dure and flowera of the spring ; but we poor mor-' 
tals on the Kentish coast are. petrified with cold . 
winds. I have, however, the . resolution town"' 
ble in the fields, when I had much rather be l<u*: 
teriag 
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tmng' over- & hook, from a coavicUpQ that snjr 
kind of weather . is i»ore whflesptne than too 
much Greek : and indeed I have long di^cot- 
vered, that if I do not content m;f9elf with « 
moderate * degree of apptiqatioo, my perverse 
teftiperamoQl wiU render me incapable of any 
l|ip1ication at all. 

You have most iniquitously defrauded me of 
my Lord Bath's long; meseage^ and I am pqr- 
aoaded, X shall be as many weeks in getting it 
.out of your hands, as I was obliged to wait for 
the work bag and thimble, and at last be cheated 
in the same manner of .one hal^ for you know in 
your conscience that I never had the scissars, and 
the fhain,. and the nutmeg-grater. 

Can you t^l me any news of Mrs. Vesey, who 
seems to have utterly renounced me, for X have 
not beard from her since the. day before the 
eclip«e ; ' ao for any thing IkQOv^, she may, ac- 
cording to the doctor's doleful song, he carried 
airay to JerusateM: This remrnds me of a 

. . * Tli«t wb'ch Mrs. Citrter calls a " moderate decree of ap- 
plicAMpn," would, by ipost scholars, b^ reckoned hard Hiii^- 
Uppn ,aii nverafie she read and wrote fiom eight to iwplve 
hutirs a A&y ; generijily rising before five o'clock, and ri'tir- 
tng to her bed between ten and eleven ; and her studies were 
til! much later in life, rarely of the light aud " loitering" 
kiatl. 

;) mu<A 
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much nobler enterLaiRment than ' the doctor'A 
aong, forwh'cti I am 6b!ig:ed to yoii. Indeed/t 
heartily thank you for your recommendution of 
Patrick's Pilgrim, which I am reading with very 
igreat pleasure*. This description of Jerasalem 
is amazingly -fine. If one was to read of snch a 
place, and such company, situated in some very 
distant region, how should one regret the want 
of health and riches, and all the other conve- 
niences necessary for undertaking a long jont" 
ney ? But happily neither riches nor health, nor 
any other external convenrenceB, are neeessaiy 
to conduct travellers to this great ' metropelte of 
the universe, thi« general home of the wise ai^ 
good, of every country, and of every age'; bilt 
all have equal powers assigned for arriving safely 
there. 

' I long to hear from you, thomgh' I know I do 
ilbt deserve it for having eo long delayed writings; ' 

* This work ia mucti Iras koownn 01; M laa&t atteiulcd V>, 
thau it deserves to be. It was written by Ur, Pittrick, the 
celebrated coiumcniator, afterwards Biiiliop of Ely. Thul 
which is in ihe Editor's posacssioii, and wliich was .Mrs. Car- 
UrV, h ihe fifib edition, in smdl quarlo, printed in lti78, 
■The lan<;uage of this excellent book is wry pure and good ; 
ni;tny passages of it are even brilliant, aod it breathes 
threughout ft spirit of sober enthusiiUm, and'of i^arin, yet 
icmperate piety, such ai is not oflen found ii* weAs trf tbii 
mture, 

bat 
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bat I am not \re}\, tiioug;h hot worse thia yvt 

hare often seen. ' 

Youra, &C. 



. LETTER LXn. 

'■ ' Deal. June IS, 1764. " 

Ft8 upon yonr nerves, my dear friend, 
ftffpresuming to thinlt ^ey were at a« fuH liberty, 
!t»4atter beneath a green tree at Sandleford, as' 
mft crowded room in London. A state of sach^ 
abftc^te sequestration ^om ^ the bustle of so-' 
oety, is c»tainly for & short time, a most de- 
ligl^U Kpost to the spirits ; an J it is nO wonder 
that those who are capable of thinking like you, 
shoalii «(HiBider it as one of the noldest and most ' 
elr^ble p&rts of our extsimce. 

QuBDto in sua puritk bells i nfttura ! ' 
Quanto in sija liberty I'avirao ^ gnode ! 

Bat beings appointed to the rough eiercises of 
mortal trial, are wisely destituted even of a capa^ 
eity for the enjoyment of long holidays : and this . 
contemplative ^evation of ^ulj so soothii^ to 
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too destructive to our active duties, and too in^ 
conai^ent with our imperfections, to be long sup- 
ported without that languor and vacuity which 
brings us back to the ordinary ta^ of life;, and 
to a sense of the weaknesses, and of the wanta 
of our disordered nature, which we are too apt ' 
to fojget dunng the' independence of solitude^ 
and the suspensions of a<^ion: a situation in 
which we shall be strongly tempted to conclude 
oprselves to be wise and viituous, while there arc 
no olyects to mislead our Reason, or au^iU^tmt 
[^io ns. The short and imperfect views of tb» 
grandjeur and dignities of the Realties «f th* 
loul, which we are sometimes aUowed (oltakQj 
are a noble incitement to our wishes iota. staUt 
in wh ich they are capablfi.af ttting averted irillH 
out innpediment or interruption: and- aa ^tficvu* 
i^genrient to ft che^xful compliance with thelni*' 
miliating duties of our, present «pndition^ to tjut 
diligent discharge of which, every future eleva- 
tion will be praportiooed. 

I am extKmety gkid to hear my Lord Bath ia 
in such perfect health and iipirits. My achi^ig: 
head is at present very philosophical as to idl the 
vanities of a hat and feather, and finds much 
greater consolation in a green nosegay. My . 
- Lord's wish, and yooir assent to it. Batters both 
6 my 
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my vanity, and my lieart. There can be nd 
doiibt hovr gladly I ihould subscribe to it, if t 
thoHght iu accompIisbmeDt practicable : but as 
it is not, I do not suffer my thougbCt to dwell 
upon it,, but content myself with the pleasure 
which { feel, in the hopes of meeting' you nexl 
Winter,' .Myq>irUa are as giood as uiy body.y. 
spirits ean be who lives in this wj>rky-day worldy . 
and ncrf; l&e you, among the birds of the grovf^ 
apd the flowers of the field. 

.Oh dear ! 1 have read an article in tlie papers 
about the iniprisoniag a Negro, for calling bin" 
self an esquire. I am sadly afiaid it ia our Black 
Priiioe. It i& surely a litUe bard if. lie is de- 
tsHied merely for this. I never heard of any 
body being taken tp for calling himself a acho- 
lar, ec a.crittc^ or a man of faoaor, and yet how 
many go about this world in unmolested posses- 
sion of these titles, to vrhich they liare no better 
right, than our poor frwnd to his. eaquiresbip^ 
Seriously, howevsr, I sball be very sorry if h& 
proves a cheat, that I recommenced him.to yoar 
notice, and procured for a vQgae that protectioa 
for which so many honeater pertple might Imve. " 
been the better. Adieu, my dear friend. 
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LETTER LXIll. 

D*al, Jane 1\, ]-&*, 

1 CBiEVE for you, my dear frieml, you " 
i^e stifling in the smdke of Ixindon, which is a 
positive evil, though I tliink if you were now hi 
Ihe codntry, you onild not acquire mncli positive ■ 
goodj at least at this place ; we are akiriuttely 
i£orcl)ing and freezing, by a h«t sun, and a eold 
north-east wind, and all o«r prospects langaish 
for refreshing; showers. 

I am very- glad to hear my Lord Bath is re- 
turned in such good health and spirits ; but d6 
pray take off some of his Greek, or he wilt have 
treasured up such a quantity, that I shall be 
qnite -orerpowered, and must, ia my own de- 
fence, be obliged to learn a set of Arabic pro- 
vefbsj to silence bis attic pmis. My vanity is 
exceedingly flattered and delighted by the piece 
of blue ribbon, though in this case, with all my 
partiality to the " ornament du chapitre," it 
Woiitd have been equally gratified had the colour 
been yellow or green, while it was a proof of 
Iny being in my Lord Bath's thoughts at the dis- 
tance of so many miles. 

I am ready to nmke good all dM yoa have 
promised 
8 
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pmmtei in my bdialf to my consin Cambridge, 
the first opportunity I have it in my povrer : ami 
I hope to {wodnce T«ry tnfide^t prooGi of aof 
kin *. Fining tluii I wsnM » IstUe changt <^ 
cUnatej I prevailed ob my ipdokttce iast week 
to speni ft few dayist WjH^booi, -fihaK I have 
■ome friends wbom I eiteent and ^t, and yet it 
u always an effort for me (n shake off the en- 
chantment which rirets me to a spot. Having 
satisfied my CMudence by this excnrsion, I [wo- 
posed to be rery quiet and stndtoas as soon aS I 
letBraed; bat by one means or other, I h«v« 
been daily engaged" ever since. 

1 have promised Miss Talbot to ag»n xemmd 
yoa of the Armenian letters which you bare not 
yet nAwvad ; I banro heard w^ing lately off 
Enw, «D I impgiae tlmve i8e«nMw> jatdl^ruice. 
I heard this we^k, from MaAmli de filtun, wba 
defire# me tt>h«efi her aliv«'iB>yauri«tnBmbnuice. 
>V^hea I W4S at. Wiogbaca I »e^ w^ a treatise 

* Mrs. Quter**. nuMher wat kM ^ugbtor sad lieimi Ut 
Rtcbant SwajnCf of Bere, in Donetshife, Esq* uid was 
nearly reUted ta the ondeit fanHy aVTmuAuri, of A« 
wm* CQUntyi Richahl Owen CuRfandge,'£sq. s gttUleiiiui 
Mdl IcBown both in tke litaruy and p^te wwrld, la wbom 
Mrs. Carter .here alloilet, married a lady of tlie TreackarA 
fajnily. Mn. Carter'* mother brought a Urge foituus to. 
hei father, which b« uafortuiaicly lot in tht Soiwk Sea 
•riMBe in I7W. 

vpott 
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'lipoli'eloqneftfee, '"by Dr. Lelarfil. (PhH^ of Ma- 
CetftW"*) r'bad'nM timeto read ha]f.O# it, but 
f^m'vrblt I"^' refed,' it sd much pleftsed-me, 
iHtfl^t cinriotlielp recommending it Very strongly 
toyoti. 'iPitl ttn'ans#er to smAe strang« esser- 
tibns ^Si^e^ Warbiirtan on-thrsfiulgecl, in his 
' >(ic»k npd^ GftKte. 1 mir tit«d and slue^f, 90 
■ ftdied.'- ' " ■■ : ■ ^ ■ ■ 



LETTER LXIV., . 

' ' ' Deal, Julj/lj]73i. 

I WAS beginnrag to form, wm^ nijeasy' 
ifiprehennons Aboiit your silence, ^tny deftr fdend, 
ajad partiicutarfy about itiy. Ljord-Batti, thoiigh I 
traiM fertunateas not to heair of Ms iilnesti, till 
yttoK letter, «t the sajneCima, igBYetne^ecom- 

■ Dr. Th*ma> Lclaiid, of Trinity ColUgi-,: Dublin, who 
wiote llio Life of Philip. Soc a particuW account of liis 
■ cijotrdwrsy with WsTbucton, in Dv.-MttgM on ihe Atoiie- 
iiMtit^ file. VAt. i. p. 336, edit. 4i twle-i a. uork-.which 
every .CkriUiiiii.fh«iktd K»d: so copioas, as toii-uvu hardly 
puy ibi(ig;on lbat,ipost.,innaes(ing, sulyvci:- unjsiilt.aiid to 
cuiiflusiye-, as tu teuvc iio liuubt, <«it llie.iDiu4 ol-qny c<tndiil 
reader. Thf Christian ^wiW is unilcr a great obligation to 
tliis Hbic nrid piuus ^¥rilv^. ,■ ; 

* TOL. I. Q fur: 
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fort df knowing he \*as oiit of danger, at which 
1 most heartily rejoice. I hope . it will pleasfi 
God to continue him to ii» aslung ha life c»n 
liave any enjoyment to himself) and this I trust 
for a constitution so good, and a temper so haji^y, 
may yet be for some yean. God grant it oay. 
be long before you receire the shock to wtueh; 
yon imagine yourself so Unequal; nbthing »'to- 
be inferred from the present hwry on your spi- 
rits ; and I am sure yon must be convinced tiiaC 
with every trial there is allotted a sufficient Ae- 
gi-ec of strength to support it, whenever it i» 
properly sought. - 

This sheet has laid three da)n<)rt my taMe^ani) 
however anxious I 'was to finish it, 1 eoald iiot: 
Your letter df to-night has rather - d&a^poitited 
me, as I fear by-youracctrant thcdanget'iyaot 
yet over, or your spirits trontd hare bech mnre 
raised. Yet I still hope tfaeit the firdt-ndar^' yon 
suffered operates too strongly on yt>ur fear>,-and 
that the present unpleasant cj^Qumstaopea: ,>yitf 
only retard, not prevent, the recatery of'our 
amiable friend. I hope you will still continufe to 
give me an account, as I shall be very anxious 
both for him and you. Most sincerely do I join 
with you in begging that God would be pleased 
to lengthen his opportunities fur virtue, and his 
preparation for happinetis, and continue him a 
5 bleteing^ 
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Messing; to hU friends. At this intancB it is im- 
possible to jadge of the many and varioas cir- 
oimstances for hope and fear which occar in such 
an iUnesSj but ao far as 1 can coHect, the lowness 
of your spiiits represents the danger in too strong 
a light. Dr. Heberden, I have heard, is by no 
tneans apt to form too sanguine expectations 
about his patients, and therefore bis opinion that 
the difficulty was got over, I hope may be de- 
pended upon. 

I feel a very sincere grief for what you suffer, 
and most earnestly wish I was mth you. Ood 
^bid that the event which you sometimes ara 
apt to apprehend Should happen : but if it should, 
I am persuaded my fether would not have the 
teast objection to my coming to you, nor Would 
it prevent my c«nimg to town at my nsaal time, 
if nothing (^ unforeseen hinderet} me. Buj, no 
aoch event I hope will tutppen *. My spirits sink 

■ Lor<l Bath died on tbe 7th of tlis month. There had 
been for many yean the most tender and intimate fnendihip 
between him uid Mr. and Mrs. Montagu ; in which Mn. 
Carter also bud no imall share. Whatever may be idought 
of his public cunduct, he appears to have been extremely 
amiable in hit private life, and much beluved by his iriunds. 
like his political antagonist, Sir Robert Walpule, he cuutd 
when 

" — Uncumber'd by the venal trihe. 
Smile without art, and win withoiM a bribe." 

«S i« 
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in writing upon the sappotritionj so I will only, 
ftdd OD this sul^ect, that you can never be in any 
distress^ in which you imagine I' can be of any 
use^ but BO fiu* as depends on myself^ you may 
always command roe. 

I most eameaUy entreat you to endeavour to 
keep your spirits quiet^ and to continue to take 
the air^ which is absolutely necessary for you^ 
' and habit will make the recollections which affect 
yoiur spirits less painfuL It will not, I bo|pe, be 
l«ng before the symptoms of recovery appear 
more steady ; but it will be long, I fear^ before 
your health will recover the shock vfhkh it mu^ 
suffer from your fears. My pwo feelings upon 
every occasion of this sort are sa strpug, that I 
am very ill qmilifteid to preach to others ; besides 
I could say notfaiDgi but what woi^id be better 
•ug^sted by your own reflections ; so I can only 
recommend you to tbe only effectual coosolaticm; 
amidst all the griefs and disappointments of lhi& 
varying world, and assure you of my being with 
tbe tenderest affection, &c. 
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LETTER LXV. 

Hill Street, StptarJxr 10, 176A. 

Here I am, my dearest friend, but 
where are you ? Not in that chair, alas ! in 
whif & my eyes now vainly seek the dear object 
Yvhich so perpetually interests my heart. I have 
placed both your chair and my own in our usual 
. position, that it may at least help to impress your 
ideal presence, the more sh'ong^y on my imagi- 
nation. When I am once arrived at a place 
where I have never been ac^cualomed to see or 
hear you,- 1 ahalt naturally expect no' more than 
the pleasures of recollection, and of hope : but 
I know not how in this room to accommodate my 
thouglits to solitude and' silence; which every 
moment convey a repetition of disappointment. 

I got here very safely, I thank God, and wai 
perfectly wellconVeyed. I felt pretty faint on 
my arrival, as I had takeii nothing but serpent's 
food * on the road. I have added one more to 
the miserable instances of people starved by 
wealth ; but that is more your fault than mine, 

* Tltii iisu ^uoially expressed, that it may perbnps b* 
accessary to say that duit is meant. See GcDcsisiii.ll. 

for 
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for if you had not made me a subject worth rob 
hing I should liave felt no apprehensions of being 
robbedj and consequently might with great tran- 
quillity have loitered to drink coffee in my way. 
Mnt. Mony has however supplied every delicacy 
of this kind, and by infinite ells of bread and 
butter my strength is exceedingly well repaired, 
I have sent the letter to my Lord Lyttelton, and 
I have delivered my messages to Israel, he will 
endeavour to get the watch finished to send at 
you directed, but it is not yet done, and he will 
get the ivory letters. I have found Garcilasso, 
which I have delivered to Israel's care. You will 
be at least amused by the history, though I think 
it will not quite suit your purpose. Thie Incaa 
did indeed produce a great reformation amongst 
the savages ' whoiri' tliey conqaerctf. Yet they 
did not traiisform' them from brutes to human 
creatures; it was only from wild beasts to tame 
ones. A riiuUitude almost- wholly destitute' of 
arts and commercej and of e%*cry improvement, 
and every temptation of polished life, requires 
very litlte more legislation than aflock of sheep. 
Since I wrote the above, I have had two visi- 
tors. Miss Suttou * and my Lord Lyttelton ; his 

" A very amiable friend of Mrs, Cartf r, daughter of Sr 
ttichard Sulton, Tv ber wime of Mrtt Carter's vemt are 
addietsed. 

Lordship 
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Lontship looks and afBrms that lie is perfectly 
well, and hopes to be with you on Friday, au 
plus tard. . Miss Sutton brought me an invita- 
tion to dine with Mrs. Johnstone * to-morrow, 
but tliis I know not well how to do, especially as 
it would answer no particular purpose, 'as there 
is to be coinpany; so I will endeavbur to get a 
teie-a-ttite with her to-morrow morning. 

Tucidaj/, 

How did you sleep last night? and how 
.4o you dOf my dear friend? and what have 
' lyon been -doings and what have you been think- 
ing of to-day ? I was too much fatigued last 
night, to write .another lipe; but I slept pretty 
well; but have had a harassing day. I set oat 
in the morning, and executed myfather's com- 
miSHORj and went to see my uncle, whom I found', 
poor man, in a deplorable state of suffering ; I 
untreated, and he promised to see Dr. FothergiU. 
I fear there is very littj^e hope for him; but if he 
can have any mitigation of his pain, it will be a 
gr^t blessing ; any abwdute cure, I fear, never 
is to be expected ; seeing my uncle is so ill, and 

* Daughter of Daniel Pultetiey, Esq. cousin to the lale 
I^ord Balfa. Sh« married WilUitni Johnstone, Esq. who af- 
terwards took the naniu of Pultency, tiiiil bucceeiled, on 
his brother'j decease, to the ScoCcli baronetage. 

having 
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having a good many people to talk to, grieatly 
fatigued my spirits. I then returned to Hill- 
street, altered my dress, and called for a minute, 
on Mrs. Howe, who expressed great vexation at 
the disappointment of her hopes of seeing you. 
I next proceeded to Mrs. Johnstone. I" men- 
tioned the affair of the will, and gave her your 
opinion and my own, on the absolute necessity, 
in alt honor and conscience, of Mr. Remond's 
speaking to the General ; so, I imagine, she will 
not oppose it, when Mr. Remond coineB to town. 
She does not exactly know when the Greneral will 
return from Mr. Burward's, but will. let you 
know, as soon as she does. T think yoajiuHi- 
tioned some intention of writing him an inrtta* 
tion ; would it not be better to send it sOoD^ mait 
may be too late after you know of his n^uro to 
town. Mrs. Johnstone exprest.'.h^ diffici^ies 
about profKJsing to the Gencffai'har' taking die 
Pulteney name; She.<mad sliL'Jb&d nritaroogh 
copy of a letter to him, whlcbwbe shewed me, 
but was al a logs to guess whether it wouM-be^'^^ 
best to send it or not. ,1 told h«i:l was persuade 
you would give her your opinion of iti .»o.;sfciB 
gave it me to enclose to you, and begs your. ad- 
vice about it ; you will be so'good as to return ilt 
to her, and counsel her how to proceed; for, 
poor soul^ she seems a good deal perplexed, and 
indeed 
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indeed her situation, with such a head as the 
General's is very difficult. Her letter to him 
ecems to nie, tb be rwra>te with sense and spirit, 
but what efiect it might have upon him, I know 
not. . I ara sure «he >rill gladly be guided by your 
opinion to send it or not, and she exprest the 
"strongest sense Of her obligation, for the very 
kind concern which yon have discovered for her 
interest. It would grieve your heart to hear 
what she sufieri^ from the General's strange, in- 
consistent, indelicate treatment of her, .whenever 
she seeslrim. ' i . ^ 

From iMrs.' Johnston' e'8, I took tt thmr to the 
Bridge, .ahd from thenee proceeded to Lasfbeth, 
from whence I: am eady retamed'to repose my 
aching head on . yoar pillow ; 1 heartily, wwh it 
may be possest of any charm' to retfderybU'the 
subject of my dreams^ . I htH hoped. it« have 
finished fdl nvy busineaa to^y,.^nd hBrrcibad a 
quiet day' at Lambeth to-wiorrdrt', bnll must go 
and . etiquire whft*! Db. tVthei^iil says, of my 
poofaitdc. :'■..-■ 

How cani aafficienrty tbbnk ytfo, -my'dearest 
friend, 'for all the huppinees whkh I have lately 
■ enjoyed? I have no way of "repaying the obliga- 
tions I o^ve you, but by loving you with increas- 
ing esteem and affection, and being, with inex- 
pressible tenderness and gratitude. 

Yours, &c. 
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f^ETTER LXVI. " " 

Deal, Srplmber ir, 17fi4. 

It vrai a very particular jojr to.me, my 
dear friend, ju«t as 1 arrived at my j^reateet dis- 
tance from yoUj to receive an amount of your 
l>eiDgaoweU. Heaven continue to you. the bles- 
sing of quiet sl^p, and ttiat, 1 IiQpe, will contri- 
bute to give cbeerfuluess to your waking hours. 
And now I will give you the account you desire 
of my jonmey here. I left Hill-street at half 
after five, the ^ay before yesterday ; the rain, 
which had fallen the day before had extremely 
mended the road^ and I suSered very little from 
the dust. I got to Canterbury. a little after two; 
but, to my great disappointment, Jpund my friend. 
Miss Blomer, tiot yet returned Irom Mai^te. 
After refreshing myself by an entire, change of 
apparel, I went to the Deanery in hopes of seeing 
Mrs. Scott, and giving her and myself the plea- 
sure of talking about you; but I was again frus- 
trated, for Mrs, Scott was gone out to dinner, so 
no conjecture could be formed about her return. 
As it was so early, and the afternoon so veiy fine, 
I thought n>y very best scheme would be to set 

out 
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eut for Wingham, which I reached about six. A 
strong thunder shower, the ni^ht before, had so' 
brig:htened and renewed the country, that I tra- 
velled through all the verdure and freshness of 
spring, Mr. and Mrs. Naim^ like the rest of 
mankind, are gone to Margate ; but, from an. 
inability to move, I found good Mrs. Hall quietly 
at home ; I slept there ; and next morning, went, 
to breakfast with Mrs, Cosnan, and then came to 
my quiet home. 

In making a comparison between the Berkshire 
^views^ and those through which I travelled this 
v/eek, my Kentish vanity was humbled to th« 
last degree. 'It had some resource, however, in 
pleading, that the comparison was not just, un- 
less my imagination could reduce Berkshire to its 
more patural appearance, and divest it of all the 
adventitious beaaties, which it owed to an en- 
chantment, that threw a gayer coloring over 
every object, and placed it in a fairer light 

I 60 perfectly agree with yoo in every thing 
tvhich you have determined about Mrs. John- 
ftone's letter, that when 1 sent it, I weis going to 
propose the very same alterations both in the 
letter and the manner of conveyance ; excepi 
that I not only wished the absence of bad coan- 
sellors, when the General should receive it, but 
the presence of a good ooe, vni Xbef efoxe wanted 
that. 
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that, ^y some means or other, he should have 
it when you were at his elbow. But I forbore 
explaining my opinion, as I knew you would 
contrive every thing in the properest way. 

We had an account of my uocle lastiiight; he 
continues in the same state ; and, sad to say, Dr. 
Fothergill's medicines have not procured him any 
ease. He does not appear to be in any imme- ,- 
diate danger ; ' but this also, is &r from being a 
comfort to a person in such a state of extreme 
suffering: God, I hope, will support him, under 
a trial, for which human art can find no relief. 
I have received a letter from Madame de Blum, 
she has found more benefit from Pyrment than 
from the Spa ; she expresses great concern fw our 
loss. Lady Mary Coke has pvm btr a most me- 
lancholy account of Mademoiselle Blankart, who 
is reduced to a' skeleton, and has lost all her 
vivacity. 

You chai-ge me with cruelty, in wishing you to 
regret my absence. I ovra the feet, but the prin- 
ciple I utterly deny. I did indeed wish. you to 
regret my absence, but it was only to such a de- 
gree as to make you think with pleasure on the 
prospect, which I trust there is, of our meeting soon 
again ; and I judged for you by my own feelings, 
AS I would not give up either this regret, or this 
^xpectatitm- with regard to you, for the gayest 
amuse* 
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amiuemenU of enlivened spirits^ in which my 
heart had no concern. I wa$ quite scandalised 
to the last degree, ' at your saying, in your letter, 
that yon would not " communicate yourgloom to 
. me ;" this seems a kind of denying my right and 
title ' to share in all the genuine feelings of your 
hearty a right which you. have given me, and 
lirfiich I wifl never qutedy resign. Your powers 
of entertainment, and your counterfeit spirits, 
are extremely at the service of the rest of the 
world. — Ever yours. 



LETTER LXVII. 

De&t, Srptmber SS, I76i. 

Wh^e fMre yOu^ my dear friend, at this 
hour, when I have so lately been accustomed to 
expeiit you; to c|ieer the laneiior, which succeeds 
a day of stupifying pain, and by thinking for me, 
to make me forget my incapacity of thinking for 
myself? But yon were at the distance of above 
an hundred mites, and I have no better compa-i 
nion than my green nosegay, to enliven the close 
of a solitary and inactive day. Yet certainly 
mere solitude and inactivity, are no justifiable 
subjects 
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sobjecto of complaint^ m tbe cohtraiy, wnidst 
so many " natural shocks as flesh is heir to," one 
ought to be extremely dtankfal for an exemption 
from snch paint, as require an harassing- a(ten> 
dance from others, and which engage all the 
powers of body and mind, by the exercise <^ 
strong Buffering, in an attention to one's self. The 
eril can never be great, which gives no inlecrtq>- 
tion to the delicate feelings of tbe heart, and 
which demands neither anodyne, >nOr «oretiat, bat 
the tenderness and the converaation of a --frieod. 
May God continue to preserve both you and me, 
from any such state of suffering, as m^ht render 
us insensible to the blessing we enjoy in each 
other. With our present merely imperfect health, 
we may go on extremely well ; and perhaps, to 
this circumstance, our friendship may owe a 
softer affection, than Is consistent with the gay 
inde|>endence(tf unchecked splritB and uninter- 
rupted ease. 

I exceedingly appland your morning airings 
en plein caroaae, and have no objection, if it 
contained as many as a travelling waggon ; my 
only dread is your tSte-d-tSle with my Arabic 
rival in a post-chaise. 

I rejoice in the entertainment you have re- 
ceived from Lord Lyttelton'a History, wad hope 
you have been, up<»» the whole, much the bettnr 

for 
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for visitors. I ehould imagine^ from the anecdotes 
which I have heard you mention of Lord Her- 
bert, that his history of himself, must be a very 
singular piece. Dr. Leland gives an account of 
the miracle, and aa faras I reraember, his obaer- 
Tations on it are very sensible and fair. It is 
sorely very extraordinary that Lord Herbert, who 
denied, I know not vrhether it wu not even the 
possibility of arevelaticm for imtruAtioa of raui- 
kiadj should, however, think it; very reasonable 
that Htaven shauld intarpese to give an imprima- 
tur to his book*. 

i am very glad to bear of the improvement of 
our dear Ihtlp nephew f, and am very much flat-, 
tered by his remeinbrancttof me; I took his kiss 
from yonr letter, and beg you will return it him 
ad libitum; I hope, by being used to my name, 
he will recollect me when I s^ him again ; for 
to be sure you will carry me to see him at Ealing. 

* The obacmtion is probably not new, but it is very j usC. 
It verifii/ithe adage tbat unbclieveii must be possessed of very 
strong feith. There is, however, every reasuD to believe that 
Lord Herbert bad at least, the meiit of sincerity ; but he wai 
lingularty tnittaien in his ettimate 6f the nlua of his own 
book, which is little known, and seems, even at the time, to 
have made qo impression on the world. Hit Lifewu printed 
(n this year at the Straw berry-bill Press. 

t Whft was aftcrwuds adopted by Mn. Honlftgu, ttai 
became her heir. 

^oor 
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Poor little James Pennington was very ill yestet' 
day. ' He desired his father to pray for him,, and 
added, he hoped God would forgive him all his 
sins. X was extremely glad to find, that he ha» 
so soon a conviction how much all human crea- 
tures -neeii forgiveness *. 

It gave me a very sincere joy, to hear that 
Mrs. Boscawen's health is so much better ; I beg 
my very affectionate compliments and congratu- 
lations to her. She is too valuable and too amia- 
ble, for me not to be much interested for her, on 
her own account, and it is impossible for me not 
to be tenderly concerned in the preservation of 
every friend of yours. Mrs. Vesey's description 
of her adventure is so finely painted, that ( am 
sure it must entertain you ; and I cannot be sure 
of this and not send it you ; hut I b^ you will 
be sO good as to return it when you next write. 

I am very glad to hear that poor Mrs. John- 
stone's affairs are likely to lake a more favorable 
turn. — I have a ^ood deal of dependance on the 
General's visit to you, for thie promotion of. I^r 
interest, and, indeed, properly speaking;, of her 
right; 1 mean with regard to her own family 

* lie was then about seven years of age; and such an oc- 
ciirrtncc reflects tnere credit on the.parenU who bTonght faint 
up Kith so just » sense Af religion, than ii does en tbo cbiid 
himsdf. 

S clum. 
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flfaim. Adiea^ ny dear friend, think of bw, vb4 
regret me as much ag you pleaee, I am perfectly 
SMured you will never exceed the affection and 
tMdemen m&t which I am, $c. &c. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Deal, Octobtr 2, 1764. 

' AsEyoa in yonr dressing-room alone, 
my 'dear friend, and wishing for me, mtk as much 
imttiitienc^ as f am wishing for you i I am juit 
returned from a dinner of twelve people, wi^ a 
liead confused by the flutter of a mixed company, 
and a heart very littU engaged by the uninte- 
restiilg topics - of general conversation. After 
this vacancy of thought, and this suspension of 
sentiment, how do I long to supply the one, and 
revive the other by a tite-a-tite with you,? Yet | 
iibotdd qrurrel with myself for growing tired of a 
good-hutnoured social party, if my health did 
not so Uttei^y incapacitate me from enjoying it. 
All that this will allow me to fed, is a very real 
pleasure at i«aving4be company exceedingly well 
v«L. I. R amused^ 
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unused, without ray being sUe to contribute any : 
thing: to their entertaimentt. 

You told me this was your birtb-day, and I 
bare been reflecting, with great thenbfutness, od 
the blessing which it has conveyed to me. May 
God grant yon very many years of improving 
virtue, improving hiJalth, and improving happi- 
ness. 1 can form no prayer for you, in which I 
do not feel a tender and personal concern myself. 
1 perfectly agree with you that our Sylph 
can be in no danger^ but from ideal forms, and 
romantic attitudes. There is nothing of mere 
vulgar mortality in her, but the love of 'London, 
and that I fear for her, and for us, is not Uke^ 
to be gratified this winter. Fye upon you for 
not tending me a frank for her. How ^ yo« 
think such an elherial being should be encuat' 
bered by the smallest " piece of coined plate that 
" walketb about in money." It is wdl that 
Sylpba can slide throu^ a key-hole, or I ihould 
expect to hear «he wtus peeping throagh a prisim- 
grate. for the postage of my letters. 

' I will kxA for the passage in Plato against I 
write next ; for, as there is no index, I cannqt 
readily find it now. I have been trying to read 
Quintilian, Lecan^e you seemed to think 1 should. 
I l^ve IpD^d Qv^r as much aa I could, but as tp 
going 
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going Xt^laxly ^roAgth ,with it; I could juKt:as^ 
soon read a book of cookery *. HU lamentation; 
for the lou of his wifo and children,, would be 
extremely adecting', if there wfta notsuch a mix- 
taro of impiety ia it, as is quite shocMn^. ■_ ^ - 
::My perrcrBe head has been Very bad for several, 
days/ but is'nmr getting better; but I have no 
secQrity against its tricks : however, at worst, there; 
is no manner of need for tlie kind concern, which 
you express about it, so far as appeai-s at present, 
I have IK) mortal distemper but my years. The 
first motive for which I ought, and I hope I do 
wish for long life, is the hope of growing better; 
the next, beeause it is an object to you. Indeed, 
I am afraid, I art) apt to form too lively and 
pleasing expectations from the flattering pro* 
spects which yon often set before me, of passing 
much of my time with you. This view throws 
a Instre over declining life, and my sun sets in 
purple, and in gold. Uat when I reflect that the 
activity of your spirit, will huri^ you into par- 
suits, where the languor- of mine will not suffer 
nie to accompany you, all this gay vision va- 

• Tlia Editor fears tliis will be considered ^s a great im- 
peachment of Mrs. Curlcr'ii tastt'; but he bumbljr confesses 
that his uwii is so bad, ih^C he entirely agrees with licr, 
jhough, in the c«llege where he " lounged seren years," he 
fttd contrive to ynwn through him. 

R 2 nishes 
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nishes into nothing, and stditaty life expires in 
the cold, blank darknese of a winter's night. But 
I do not suffer my thoughts to dwell on such un- 
reasonable cares about futurity. If 1 fix my first 
hopes for happiness on that Friend who is never 
absent, I shall, in every period of life, be as 
happy as it is really good for me to be, and it it 
my duty thankfully to enjoy every present bles- 
sing, without eiiquiring how long it may con- 
tinue*. Adieu, my dearest friend. 



LETTER LXIX. 

Deal, October 9, 1764. 

As well bM I was able, I have endeavoured, 
my denr friend, to abt-idge viimt Plato has said 
on the 8U^ject of tragic poetry. As it takes np 
above ofw b«lf of (be lest book (^ the R^ublic, 
I Could not widertake to trenskte the whole, or 
to transcribe the Latin translation. There is in 

• Tlie Editor hopes it will not be deemed an insult to the 
understanding of the reader, tf he ventures to point out thii 
passage, as one of lingular beauty, as well as written upon 
the best pviiiriples, And it should be remembered that none 
of thew Leilcrs were written uutler an idea that tbej ever 
VTDvld meet ibe public eye, 

tbe 
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the orig;inal, such fitrength and clearneBi of 
reasoning-, such a spirit of virtue, and lucli 
elegance of diction, that, to be sure, it ia mon- 
itrous treatment of Plato, to send you such a 
rude, imperfect sketch; but it will serve the 
^in^ose of shewing you bis opinion of A* 
effect of tra^;edy on the manners of a people t 
which was what yog wanted to know. ! harff 
a notion that Lord Bohngfaroke has been mme* 
where very flippant and witty on the doctrine of 
ideas ; but it is a much easier task to ridicult 
what Plato has mitten, than to write like Plato i 
1 w'iA make s fiftint attempt that you may under* 
atand him. 

I%Ud uitroduces the tul^ect, by afSrming, that 
there ib only one origiaal idea, bdcraging to 
things of the aaae chu. Suppose, for instance, 
ever so great a awnber of idiairs and taSaien, they 
M-e ^11 coniprehended under the idea of chair 
and ^te* and, acoording to this idea, the arti- 
.ficer fbrmt his «oik,- for no artificer can fom 
the idea itself. He then naks by what aaoie, 
^at artificer is to be caJlcd, who forms, uot. only 
every thing that can be produced, by every single 
mechanic ; but likewise all plants and antnialt, 
the sun and stars, and, in short, «very thing in 
heaven and on earth ? This wonderful artificer 
is pronounced to be no other ttmn a peraon, who, 

4 
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by a mirror, rcccivesand forms a)] the cbjectrlo 
which it presents itself. ■•>■■ 

To this it is objected, that such forms are onFjr 
apparent, not real. ' 

The philosopher' answers that it is in the very 
same manner that a painter forms a cbftif or« 
table ; and that even the joiner, is not An origi- 
nal former, a^ he can only ' make a- parl9<»ilar 
chair or table/ but not the ongint^ iWec; so that 
he forms only something Kke Reality, but tM»t -the 
reality itdelf. That there are three kinds of 
chairs and tables, one which ' exiitA ia natni* 
(in other words, the origin^ idea); wbidi is the 
operation of God ; a gecondj the work of th« 
joiner; and tlVe' third, fcrmed by the paiiner. 
Thus the imitator, is at the third remove 'froin 
the natural and original production. 

Further, the painter imitates no aHm tiiaA-tlte 
work of the ai-tificer; and 'CVen that, merdy ac- 
cording to the appearance ; because only a -small 
part of each object is within his reach, end only 
the image eveu of that part. Thus he may 
paint, for instance, a carpenter, or any other 
mechanic, without understanding the arts of 
.either, artd yet so as to riiake children and igno- 
lant people, at a distance, think it to be really b 
carpenter. 

All this doctrine is then applied to the subject of 
5 tragedy, 
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tntgedy, and, jt h affirmed, that the works of 
tragic poets are founded on appearance only, 
and that they are at the third remove, from the 
rnling principle, and from truth. That Homer, 
(yew know that the ancients considered Homer aM 
a tragic writer), however he may he celebrated, 
as understanding all arts and sciences, was merely 
an imitator of tbem in others. That no distemper 
was ever cured, no commonwealth regulated, no 
le^idator ever produced, no war conducted, ntv 
any system of education ever formed by his 
means ; as by Solon, and Lycurgus, &c. &c. 

He goes on, that all the tragic poets, begin- 
ning from Homer, are only imitators of the 
images of virtue ; that they do not reach the 
truth, and that the imitetor has no sufficient know- 
ledge of the subjects which he imitates. 
.- It is next enquired, what part of the human 
composition, this imitative art respects. 
' He observes how different bodies, of the same 
magnitude and position, appear, when seen at 
different distances, and through different me- 
diums; that this deception is a subject for the 
tricks of jugglers ; and it is to be corrected by 
reducing things to nqmber, yeight, and mea- 
sure. That it is tbe superior part of the •oat 
which thus determines olqects by their tcue standi 
ards; 
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udi ; and tht ib&t-ior part vbich is daiti«l:«l)rsjt 
by appearancet. 

To this irUerior part of the soal it ia^ ^at U)» 
imitative art is addrett. Its subject is tfa« iauta*. 
tion i^ mtA, engaged in either forced oi voliMt- 
tkty citvwnstanc^t and acUoDS, and foora iksm -. 
d^tarmiQing tbeir state, to be eitbef gotrd or evtU 
and, coDSequeutlyj ei^r grieving or r^tciqg at 
their situation. He thea shews, thai maD bas the 
tame cootradtctpry (^itiioos, with regwd t«t 
acti<mi) tod circ^Icstances, as had beea befiHie 
describj$d> with regard to the otgects of eighth 

A ^od man uofter the los» of ^ sWi or any 
other ol;;^f:t of affedien, wiU b«ar bis uiefoFlune 
mia-e moderately: than aootbeii yet howUt.ieel 
it.. It, is r^OQ, aad the 8^>renie law which 
commaad biip .to ^nuggi^ against bis gr\^, and 
it ie, p&asion which piOAiipts hiai ,to indite iL 
Paseioa, from Us ocmp^sed and itaripas oatace^ 
is a subject Jorimjtatjo^ ; but th* reasonable. and 
oomjosed ^1^1 of the,80Hl, cannot easily bje imi-r 
lated^ Mor, if jt conJid, wo»ld it Uq emly andtt- 
•tOod, e^eCMily in the tumult of a mixed mulci- 
tvAhy caUected in a theatre^ whose subjecU «f 
iwtatiOfi are the passiMu of others. So that the 
potti to gain applause^ does not adapt hiiaself 
lb the sapecier part of (he ^«1, bat to ihe iyr^a- 
. . " ble. 
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bk^ WtdWimiB teiBp^ of th« panioDSj whidi 
is BO easy a subject of imitation. It is wi^ jot- 
tice, tbttrefon^ te( tlie tragic post it excluded 
from tt weft-itemed commouwedtb ; since, by 
Tatifaig, lupportitig, and itrengttieamg tbe infe- 
rior {laMs of t^ BOid, be destroys Uie nlional 
fecokj. As h^ who ift a state, pots power into 
the tiuid» of bad Aen, undoes tbe good, and 
betrbys bM eomitty ; so the tragic poet, intro- 
duces a bad government into tbe soul of each in* 
diridial, by f ndvlging- that irrational and indii^ 
(ariminating paYt of it, ivbicb is tbe furthest re- 
moved from truA. Bven good men are in dangor 
^ being oorre^ted by tragedy. For &» very 
best of us praise the «t of tbe poet, in propor* 
tion as we sympathize, and are affected by' the 
repKseHtation of miifortoaes on the stage ; and, 
by thai BouiiririDg and strengthening oar dispo- 
•ftioa to pky, in the case of others, tt will be 
TO-y dWcutt to restrain it in our own. Tbe 
^^tudastAn is, Ihtit no oth«r poetry i& te be «d- 
tnitted into the Abte, fetceplt^mns to ^e gods, 
and encomiums on good men. Thus for 
Pteto*. 

There 

"• Tli'ts abriJgmeht of Flato'v argument may possibly ap- 
pear dull and uniaieresiinjj, jet it was tbougitt right to pre- 
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: There is no describing bow itnmodenUlj I ate 
scandalized, at yoHr- cdling Plato a sopbisteTj 
and' a pedant; there it ma ^possible rc^ralion 
tliat you can mske-hini, but by Jeamin^ Greek, 
reading' the original, and from thence confuting 
your own scandal. Pray do not lay any thing fb 
the charge of Plato from what I have here written, 
as it is so wretchedly short and imperfect, and 
only gives his conclusions, without a detail of the 
arguments from whence they are drawn. To a 
reader less penetrating tban you, I am sensible 
this abridgement would be utterly nnintelligible. 
<hie of the Dacievs has, { think, translated the 
Republic, so en attendant your learning Greek, 
4io'pray get that. How far have you; proceeded 
in your.tusk ? ' . , 

. I rejoice to bear that the poor Dacbeas of 
-Beaufort is relieved from her terrors about l^dy 
■Mary. I am very g^d Mrs. Boscav^en will be 
•at Bath when you are there, but I wish it ww 
bef(^ Nqvember,, fcv i dread for yon the dunp 
Tooma at .Sai[tdleford. 1 was very glad to hear 

ferve it, in order to shew, if aoy sttch proof be pecesstrjr, 
that thi intercourse between the two ladiei, wh^ not 

9 « De villis <Ioroit)U»ve alienis; 

N«c tnal^ necne Lepos sullet ; sod quod pin^ ad WM 
Ptrtinet, et nesclru malum est." 

from 
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firmn Lady d'Aetfa tO'day, Chat Mrs. Scott escaped 
. the' Aright and danger of ban^ in the Dean of 
GaHterbary's coach, when it was overturned Iq 
going £rora Rnow^on. ' Adtea> my deateat 
friend. 



LETTER LXX. 

Deal, OcltAtr l7, 176*^ 

I HEARTiLr rejfHce, my dear friend, 
that you wore in spirits td be flippant, though 
it was to be at the expence of Plato, 1 never 
read l^hranche, but by the quotations- -which 
I have seen from him, bis system does not' seem 
to be exactly the'same with that of Plato. On 
so abstruse a subject, 1 suppose it is not easy to 
-form any very distinct^nolion what either of them 
meant. Plato's system appears to be that the 
archetypes of all created thingSj and of alt pro- 
ductions of art, are the formation of God, and 
not the work of human invention. If he had 
alBrmed that every man sees these archetypes as 
they exist in the divine mind, your objection, that 
all copies from the same original pattern, -must 
be exactly alike, would be difficult to answer. 

But 
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Bvt Viaio, X think, does not affirm any nich 
thing. On the contrary, he asserts that our li- 
mited &culties altow as only an imperfect view 
of the real manner of existence of any thing. 

A hnman artificer forms his works upon certain 
proportions of parts to each other ; but he does 
not form the proportions themselves. His work 
will be more or less perfect, in the degree, that 
his knowledge of these proportions is more or 
less so. That exact adaptation of the propor- 
tions, which would render any work absolutely 
perfect, was never attained by any mortal man, 
consequently the archetype can exist only where 
Plato has fixed it i am awed by tiiis anbject, 
MKlafraidofexpre^itig myself improperly ; but, 
I believe, you will find from what i have said, 
that Plato's syitem, is something different from 
what you apppehend it ; at least, if I uaderstand 
it right. 

With regard to the subject of tragedy, if one 
could but conjure up the spirit of Plato, he wonU 
retort your charge of sophistry, and I should be 
extremely glad to see you both &liiy battle it 
out. You say, " history relates not what apper- 
" tains to the superiw part (rf the soul, but the 
" eft^tsflf ttie passions of men :" vory true; bat 
t ealm reflection on the effects of the passions o£ 
men, wiU operate on the mind veiy d^brently, 
from 
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from the emotion which is produced by a repre- 
sentation on the stage, of the actual working of 
those passions^ which hurry away the passions of 
spectatOTs alon^ with them. The rfiader of his- 
t(»y, is a critic of the passions, not a partner 
in their agitations. The superior part of thf 
soul, forms an unbiassed Judgment on actions, 
^d draws an example from the event The 
spectator of a theatrical perfonnance, is an in- 
terested party, and soon becomes too violently 
engaged in the bustle of the drama, to allow the 
hiind to comment on the tendency of the passions. 
Mo^tof Plato's reasons for the rejection of Homer, 
do not subsist at present ; but certainly were uii- 
ansvrerable, at a time when there was no express 
revelation of the nature and attributes of the 
Supreme Being ; when so very few were capable 
of forming any becoming ideas of them, frotn 
the powers and exercise oif their own understand- 
ing ; and when the multitude would be so strongly 
ipfliiericed by the poetical mythology, and from 
the representation of weak, capricious, and 
wicked deities, derive a flattering encouragement, 
to the lowert, and worst of liuman passions. He 
is eepially capable (rf vindication, I brieve, with 
regard to the tragic poets, whatever judgment 
is to be formed of the subject in general. Ptato 
dees not prohibit either a symimthy with the mis- 
fortunes 
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fwtones of othftn^ or a.feeltt^ of bur ow<i^^- itlirs 
absurdity of tiie Stoici, was not derived from.the. 
Soeratic school. All tbet Phto requires, is, th^ 
the passions should as far u possible be.ineden. 
rated, instead of being heightened by artigci^ 
incitenients *.• 

* Mr». Carter was very martini to J*l(iio, arJ thought that 
he wanted nothing but the \i<:\p of that Divlns Revelation, 
«hich he desfred lo much, anil which he knett w» to ceai«. 
lie said that there was no inura.ef^oacious wa^of initrucK 
ing yoQtb, than by Odn and Songs, but concludes that 
" this must be the work of God, or of some Divine Person." 
(2d Book dc Legibus, as quoted by Bishop Patiick.) ' 

He also foretold, as it were, as Grotius expreiises it, that, 
fn ordir that a truly righteous man bhouid be exhibited, it 
IS necessary that his virtue should be despoiled of all its 
wrnammts, so t]iat he shunld be consideretl -by others as a 
nicked man ; {and it mat mmbtred among (ke (rtuugreuort^ 
Isaiah liii. 12 ;) be derided ; {they hwed the knee before Aim, 
and mocked him;) &nd at last be hanged; (" tinpeudatur," 
itmgfd on a tree, Acts v, SO.) Grot, de Vcrit. lib. iv. 

So likewise he says that Socrates told Alcibiadei, that, 
" in proper time, a Divine Person would come into the 
'< world, who, out of his care and tender regard to maukiml, 
" T^ould remove all doubts, disperse all darkness, and fully 
" instruct them how to present all their prayers, and praises, 
" and religions oSBrings, to the SupreuQ Psiogi in a pure 
''.*nd acceptable manner." Alclbiad. ii, as cited by Btacfc- 
wall, Sacred Classics, vol. ii. p. 111. 

Let DeisU, and those who talk of the sufficiency of v^at 
they call Natural Religioa, consider well the opiniou of thes* 
uise asd j^ood men, of the pecestity of a Divine BevelalitWi' 

Adtea, 
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Adieu; jtiy.dmr friend, rajF best compHineata 
tB-Mn. Scotti'Mid'OS-inany kiuesis yoQ Uke.t^ 
<nir<^rling ) I wi^ the frank was big coough for 
me to send him the pretty Uttle kitten thatis play- 
ing fay my side, delighted with its own shadow. 
I am glad you have at last written to our Sylphs 
My head aches so outrageously, that I know not 
whether my letter may not be absolats and ua- 
intelligiBle. nonsense. I believe, in genera], I. 
meant something or other, but I certainly fed 
what I mean, when I subscribe myself, yonn, 
&c. 

P. S. Mrs. Howe desires I would keep her in 
your memory. Do not you rejoice that Captain 
IJowe has escaped the danger of his shipwreck? 
Very happilyall his people too were saved. 



LETTER LXXI. 

Deal, Odober 25, 176*. 

iNDEEp.my dear friend, it cost me a woild 
of reasoning to prevent a thousand foolish fears, at 
not hearing from you last post, as I had great 
|itfficuUy to prevent enquiring the cause of it ; 
but I tboiight it would look like laying you under 

an 
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ut sntMy. eonitraivt to write on a yai^nlwr dky ; 
and M I at hut determined to mit tiU to-nigfa^ 
whkh bai girea aid the b^piacaB of knowing 
titat you are quite well. 

Pray do not chaise any of my noniens^ to 
the account of I^ato, far, I beliere, therp wai 
not one tyllable of hii in my hst letter ; hot opfy 
an attempt to defend him, and eipkin his mea^ 
ing. I mfant jtroportiofu in r^er a more ^• 
neni Bente, than the strict mathcMaticat and 
tiworetipal way, in which you take it After aM, 
in every BensCj 

" Est taodm in rebut, ra«t ctrti detiiqw finea, ' 
Qiot (iltni'dtnqueae<]iiil£ii£tlitereMQ[iui." 

This is not more true in a moral, than in a pby- 
•ical sense; and this Tnodus, and these ^nes, are 
in their absolute perfection inapphcable by mor- 
tal maa ; and h«ftce arises the d i ffw» e nc e between 
the works of creation, and of art. But what bai 
each a head as mine to do with metaphysics ? 

I am heartily glad to find that your af&irs in 
the North are likely to come to a conclusion. In 
-hopes that a jonrney next summer may effectndly 
settle this vexatious businefis, I shall be glad 
whe;i yoH are set out But I h<^e you are pot 
to pay the tax 4)f a pereoual visit,, to thiif Korth 
atar every year for life. ' 

Miss 
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Mm Talbol has not given me any aecriani of 
Emiiij since' tliat which I mentioned to you, and 
which 1 received at SandleRird. She did not 
mention him in a letter which I Imd about a week 
ago. ' 

I am as impatient to read .4lschylus as you cart 
be, for all (he quotations which I have seen ftdrii 
him are astonishingly jp-eat. But, I believe, he 
has very little mixture of the graces of Sophocles. 
It may be some comfort to you, in malice to 
Plato, to hear, if you do not recollect it, that 
Lycurgus, whom he mentions with so much 
honor for bis legislative wisdom, was the first 
vho introduced the works of Homer, trom Asia 
into Greece. 1 heartily wish for the honor of 
Plato, that he had copied Lycurgus, as little in 
other instances, as he had done in this. The 
only disgraceful parts of his Republic, are those 
In whicli he has imitated the institattons of 
Sparta *. ' 



. * It may be observed of PUlo, ifant hU ihnt wfls bad iii 
ills iDstitutJoiu, arose from ibe niamiers of ilin age, or from 
its cornipl and uosctllcd opinions upon moral subjects. Of 
this last vital error, it will appear, fconi a former note, that 
he was fully sensible ; and nothing can prove more strongly, 
tlic necessity of a AevclHiiou from HeMVcn, in onlcr lo.dis- 
cem riglil from nroiig, than iliat the wisdom of Pljto could 
not enable him to distinguish »ice from virtue. It ii a. 
VOL. I. S mournful 
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I am glad Mrs. Scott is the better for hrr 
journey. I with you trere at B»t-K ^"^ vhen 
you have been there, t shall vviih you, at (^i;(li;>p> 
which will in&Uibly cost me a third ,wJ8^.tp it^ 
there with yoa. This wish iiuleed would pretfj 
equally present itaelf, wherever y4>u go, if 1.1^ 
an equal probability of its being accomplished 
Did I tell you Uiat Mrs. Howe fencies our Sylpb 
will be in England this year : I wi^h 1 knew qh 
what thia fancy is grounded. Adieii. . 



LETTER LXXII. 

Deal, NaetmUr 8, 176*. 

You cert&inly judged right, that I 
dioiild receire great, plcasare from the,. intelli- 
gence which you were so good to give me. fiqA. 

(nournfal proof of the wcakticss of mere human pnwers, that 
this gnat man, " expresaly allewed of exccssrve drinking Kt 
" the fetiiv«l of Bacchus; that, he advi&cd men tu contiiiQ» 
" the idolatry of their ancestoTs; that be directed that nmntt 
" ikimld be vud to prevoit weak chililren from being brou^t 
" up; that Le recommends a community of women, and 
" advises chat soldiers should not be restrained from sensual 
" indulgence*, eTcii of the worst Irinda." See Paley " On 
" the Morality k£ tha Gospe]." 

5 gn(nt 
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^nl joo; my 'ii^t friend, t^ty tftany years of 
hetilth, and ph.ce, and cheerfniness, to enjoy 
Ai» accession of prosperity ! You htTe provided 
jydurseif with one circumstaote absolutely neces- 
sary to -tbe enjoyment of riches, that coitvictien 
whidh yoB -express, of their insafficiency of thetn^ 
•elves, to procure happinesB. It is well fior oBt 
traest intereat, that no one externa) edvantage H 
posseat of this power. The great variety of cir- 
cumstances which must concur to our enjoyeient 
of any single instance of prosperity, is a perpe- 
tual call to our sense of dqppodance on the Su- 
preme Author of every blessin<;. Wisdom and 
piety learn from principle^ that pride and folly 
will, first or last, be taught by rad experience ; 
that He, who formed our capacities for happi- 
ness, has alone the means^ and the power to 
render as happy. 

It will give me great pleasure if you can call 
at Lambeth': you-do^BOt sayliow long yov shall 
stay in London, but I hope it will not be very 
long,, as I shall be glad to hear you are safe 
-' arrived at Bath, whose tepid exlialatjons will be 
inolre beneficial to your rbcumalism, than the 
' cold damps of Sandlefowl. I dont wonderat your 
unwillingness to part with your sweet little Pe^ 
but y(fn, at present, lose only a play -thing j he, 
poor child, quits a guidc^ a givudian, and afriend. 
« a The 
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The bustle and variety of Bath, will, I hope, gire 
you Gome amusement, after your long aejour '\in 
the North. I am thankful you are not exposed 
to this doleful weather in your journey, it began 
yesterday, but this ha* been the first complete 
winter's day ; I have been listening to the howl- 
ing wind, and dashing rain, and snrveying the 
prospect of a stormy soSj for so many hours, that 
my spirits were sufficiently exhausted by an at- 
tention to the sublime, and I was at last glad to 
betake myself to common life. So I left my 
room to the tempest, artd joined the party at 
Mrs. Underdown'Sj whose bouse is a I'abri of a\\ 
(he elements. 

I am glad to bear your colliery goes on ao suc- 
cessfullyj and shall be more 'glad to hear that it is 
all absolutely settled. If our Hero • will confine 
his spirit to the defence of his new territory, and 
employ Ms talents to render the inhabitants wise 
and bappy, he will be a more truly great man, 
than if he ■ could carry ' devastation and death 
through all Asia, iu the character of aconqueror. 
-Yours, &c. 

■ * This r«lat£s to the ArmeniBn Emit), (a whose life a s&- 
kiMiccbas btren already madv. 
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LETTER LXXni. 

Denl, Dccimhir ■JS, ir6"4. 

, I, AM indebted to you, my dear friend, 
for foui: letters, but I have been much distrcseeil 
Jjy.the alarming illiiess of my brother and Mrs. 
UnderdoiyD, ^ut, thank God, they are now doing 
wel], and my. heart is more at ease than it lias 
been foi; the last three weeks ; and the constant 
good accounts I had of you from Bath, lielped 
to quiet my feelings, for every day of my hfe my 
heart feel^ sonie symptom or other, which disco- 
vers your iroportiince to its happiness. 

!(nde^d I ara not^o partial to the Athenians as 
you supppse;. tljey were very little, if at all in- 
ferior to the other Greeks in such actions of bru- 
tal cruelty, as cannot be read without shudder- 
ing. Only think of whole towns murdered in 
cold blood, after resigning themselves to the will 
of tlieir merciless besiegers ! The understanding 
of the Athenians was enlightened by philosophy, 
and their genius decorated by tlie graces; bnt 
their hearts were the hearts of barbarians. A sad 
proof that something more than the illumination 
of speculation, reason, and the fine arts, is ne- 
cessary 
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tctsaxy io dispel dw darkneis of dieorderecl prin- 
ciftlcfl, lund taiRe the savage ootra,^ of the paA^ 
stoAs*'. From the bold and rough Tbno^dides. 
who dips his pencil in all the-horrora-of his sub'' 
ject, I am proceeding to the Greeinn History of 
the -soft and et<^nt Xenophon, frho desenbeB B' 
Imttle aa Master Stephen — wears. Wat aod 
devfistation, indeed, are not subjects for Vae geod^ 
and ami^le temper of the Soaratic fidiool. Yet 
Xenophonwaii a true hero, and has left a noble 
proof how much the character of a great com' 
mander is extended and improved, by the piely 
and virtues of a good man. 
; I peHeeUy acknowledge the trutfa and jiutlce 
of aU you say on the Roman conquests ; which, 
however uiyustifiable ia tliemselve^ were directed, 
by unerring Wisdom, to the noblest and noat 
beneficial purposes. I always fed mortifitd in 
comparing the equity and liamMity of tbeie 
TOQgh and unpolished couquerors, at the time 
*when they were most rough and uopolisfaed, with 
the deceit and cruelty of our favorite Grecians in 
their most cultivated state. 

I am somewhat scandalized at your severe re- 
flection on my favorite Cicero ; wliOj in my opi- 

* Sec the MET.e id«a in tiie uoie to tlie preccdiug letter ; 
bui ban much luorc beautifully it it> bcie cxpreued) tbe 
I^diior need not pttiut out. 

■ion, 
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nion, k by much the most amiable charaiHer m 
riieir whole history. It is somewhat unfair to 
survey hrra only in thti decline of hia iife^ when his 
spIrits^Tfere sunk in the ruins of his fallen country. 
Some weaknesses he had, but surely they tre lo 
be orasnred vrtth lenity, in a character distin- 
^ishcd by the brightest virtues, and RuUied by 
BO one TTce. His desire of glory, Uiough extra- 
yagSint, can scarcely be called t?an^(y, as it waa 
the desire of g;tory, toundcd on a long coui'se of 
truly uoblc and beneficeat actions. Only think 
of him as being; questor, and, amidst examples of 
universal rapine, making use of a power, which 
oibera con^iderwl as a iicenix for pillage, to the 
advantage and happiness of the- people he go- 
verned *. This is only a single instance of his 
ViTtTicr -bfct the' post ckaa»ps my genius, or I 
would «^ muck more, in revenge for your «:en- 
sare' of -almost the only good-natured man (to 
mention no <fther qualidcalion,) among a world 
of savages ; but periiaps you willthink me very 

• Yel Cicero, a» it aiipi-ars by his own Icltcn, acquired 
jmmi'nse |>rupi.-riy, dittiuugb ho livi'd Ht » g,i<a.t expeiice. 
His " firfwiafaai naiavt mc CmisuU Rtnmm" can scarcely 
be excusfil evtrii by Mre. Carter a apology ; yet, a* Juveiial 
observes, his liTc would have Kin in iiu ilaiigcr \( he had 
never kpukeii belter. Mr. Huok'» estimate ul' Ciceru'ii clia- 
ructrr,- in his Uoidhii lliiitiiry, appcitrs to be very juel, 
tbuugh certainly widely Utfl'i.'rcut Iruiu Mra, Carter'^. 

irre- 
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irrevprent in my expressions about a people who 
are usually represented as heroes and demi-gods. 

Had you a letter la#t night from chi|- Sylph, and 
did atie tell you that she lu^es to be in England 
in January ? If not, I am sure yeu will thank 
me for this intelligence. She expresses all the 
pleasure she feels, in the hopes of seeing us 
again, which our longing for her deserves. For 
the joy she proposes in meeting us, she declares 
that she forgives alt my enormities; but the 
wretch does not say a word of any enormities of 
^Qurs. And if you have none of your ovnr, I 
desire you will take one half of mine, and, in 
retarn, I will take one half of your virtues, fof 
I think it is very fit we should be partners in this 
instance, as well as in her heart. 

I heartily rejoice in the happiness and pleasure 
you have enjoyed at Bath ; when one has a few 
people whom one loves and likes, the din of a 
public place is only like the sound of a distant 
fiddle, that helps to enliven one's spirits. If my 
invalids continue improving, on Monday fortnight 
I shall be in London ; I am sure I need not say 
how happy I shall be ; the thoughts of being 
near you so soon, will help to shorten time, which 
thipking of you always does with 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

It is a perfect age, my dear friend, 
eince }. have, heard from you. The hope you 
gav^ me in your last letter, that it should soon be 
followeij-l^y another, haa made.me def^r writing; 
but I am, now grown quite in-patient, and <^n no 
langei; ^vpiff, i^terruptiDjg^ your solitude, of whicl^ 
1 hojpe you have hitherto had as perfect an enjoyr 
mentas health>.good spirits, and 5ne weather, 
could give, you. I am .not wilUng to add a quiet 
mind, as I hope you must have felt some twitches 
of remorse . for suffering me to remain so long 
without the least ^ignificatitm of my being ever 
in your thoughts. 

My .poor unclQ * is at last delivered from a 
painful Life, and, I hope, in possession of eternal 
ease. When my father went to town a fortnight 
ago, we did not apprehend that he W4fi in any 
immediate and particul^ dai^er, but he conti- 

* A wortliy and respectable man ; « silk-nieTcIiiuit in 
Bishopsgate-street. He was in parincnhip witb Mr. Vsro 
(whose sister he married,) uncle Co the present Banker of that 
name. 

nucd 
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nnai every day p-amtig ivone. If hr cootd 
liave been of aay use or comfort to liin, U >rauld 
have repaid the pais c€ his betog pc»tent on eo 
melancholy an occasion ; but Se iras never able 
to ^eak after my fkdur's arnival ; thereCore it 
lYBs unlucky he went, as his spirits roiutibBve 
been very lAuch affected ; 1 hop* he vfiU cofoe 
hvine the begmning of next iveek. . Mytinele's 
fcfftnoe V/9S, I brieve, about twenty-tirQ .i^Vf 
mad. povftds. For that iJtans of it' wfeiicb be has 
bestovred on ray father's Jatnily, yehsve^nAt 
ttason to be thankM to Heaveu, and gsatefut to 
bis memory. 

- This wad begun two days ttgo-; but my sad 
h«td would not let me finish it My lather is 
fctumed to-nighU I hope it will 'please God to 
prolong his life; that hischildren, towhomhe bas 
been -the best of tatliers, may Imve the comfort 
of seeing him, not only eaty in his own crrcum- 
(tanccSj but without anxiety ou iheir account, 
which, to a falher like him ii the highest happi- 
ness this world has to bestow ; and he will most 
sensibly feel the blessing of their prosperity. 

I have received the covers and the little ivory 
figure, which bears so little resemblance of the 
original, that the chief pleasure I receive from it, 
is in the kindness of the intention. I rejoice that 
yo\i hear so good an account of our friend. She 
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^las been ati arrant Tiak to me ra the artjde of 
writing; for I liav^ hod only one note and one 
card from hcTi $ver since I came to Deal. 

I enclose yon a letter from Mrs. Howe, which 
X fofsot-to send in my last. You may imagine 
I ahaU very readily join in the request contained 
in it You have g;ot the start of me in TacitUH, 
tot i tvflited till I heard from you, to have not 
begiin : I see we shall qoarrel. I have idvrayv 
hondred'Taeiiua^ for throwing' a cloud over the 
blaze of false glory in tbs chturacter of Augustus^ 
and far counteracting' that faial principle, which 
separates admiration from esteem, 

I am happy in evety insttince of the partiality 
of your affection for me. But my uncle has acted 
more equitably and kindly, in making a vtholfe 
fitmHy pleased with the general advantages he has 
been so good as ttf bestow on them, tiiftn if he had 
madeany oneof-th^m rf<^, in exclusion of the 
rest; this is' my real opinion in answer to your 
very kind wii^es about 

Youn^^. 
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LETTER LXXV. 



Deal, Augiaig; t7€S. 

Do not appoint me to the office of ^our 
bard, my dear friend^ unless you consent to my 
chttatng Arminiua for the hero of the song ; for I 
mast confess I have a mnch greater respect for 
this rude defeader of the liberty of his country- 
men, than for the more civilized barbariant who 
enslaved them. 1 liave, ^ith " weary steps and 
slow,'' at length ove^Ven you in Tacitus. I 
think you have ra,thcr too little toleration for poor 
Agrippina. Besides the general example of the 
Roman ladies, who had vcrj little delicacy in this 
respect, the perpetual dangers to: which she found 
herself exposed from the crueltie? of Tiberius, and 
the execrable envy and ambition of Z^via (the so- 
vereign governess of your hero, Augustus. I could 
not advance a step without this spiteful paren- 
thesis.) would too naturally lead her to seek a 
protector. In reading the History of the Ro- 
mans, considered as a people, can one help re^ 
fleeting on that retributive justice of heaven, by 
which those who had been so remarkably distin- 
guished by a general invasion of the liberty of 
mao- 
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mankind, at last sunk into such a ilq)lorable con- 
dition of itavery to tyrants' of their own raising ; 
ablavery pOrhaps the moet-di^fniceful that erer' 
wat luffered by -any pet^le under heaven, at it 
was adued wMt-tfae most anmanly dgeclion,: 
and encouraged by the vilest arid most al^ect' 
fletttiry thai ever idolized the cruel-and.eaprieioas 
d^mpn of deipbtic, power. ' > 

I half envy ^u the pleasiire.yoB would feelon 
being deceived'intn such eit;-utjt((^udiced telti-. 
mony to the genius of our Sy^K. . I am gbul to 
hear she appeared in euch spirits. 

As I have a 'great dependance Mi your pro- 
dence, not to run any constderaUe hazard, i re-> 
joice in your evening walks, which I ara per- 
suaded give yoQ a pleasure which overpays any 
slight inconvenience. It is certainly more eligi- 
ble to he sometimes a little ill, than to lose .lialf 
the joys of which we are capable, by living 
under the perpetual apprehension of it. 

I was in no manner of danger of confounding 
indolence with tranquillity. The one is to be 
considered as a torpor of all the faculties of body 
and mind ; the other, as the silence of the pas- 
sions, and the only temperament for uniform and 
consistent virtue; you need not doubt of my 
hearty concurrence with your prayer for such a 
blessing to us both. 

If 
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-It yoa do not {Mrtabe of ny.RioonJig^ me^- 
tatioDB hff the learsMe, .}iniiha«ftitl««yal& vKirjr 
considerable sbkre m the subjeof of ittaenrt yow 
idea vill never be lost mtfae.niDon, w: jdRnrned 
in the ocean, ubIbb I mm ttan a nir tii A •alqny.iiwtlfc 
it; not that I bare the least . iAteatinn io£ niiw 
^ing iB}»eI£ with 6iii shadowy :enjoymeotiMl 
yoQF society. On the contrary, { am everyday 
oafcx^ii^ the time when I may hope to Mft you ; 
and in. tho brightest' splendor. of imraiBer smuBi 
aitd amidst All the beauty of sniilLDg prospects^ \ 
look forward wUh Joy to the dark days of Ja- 
Boapy and the Jimoke of London. If alt- our 
hi^os were terminated by the ^rave, what a in«< 
lancholy nlostaocompany the antieipation of evecj 
^^amrO, ftom the rejection that our peBS6^ to 
H; is inseasiUy wasting that existence ^yhicfa is 
the foundation of every enjeymeM I But 1^ the 
bope which eonneets time with eternity, tl»e idea 
of death vftniahes into a triflings interval, or -a 
mere iraagioary point *. 

» Hbw iialural are tlitae ideat (o n *9li-it^d\ifeA hilnffi 
■ti4 what sotircM of coniotalioo do such pauages Opt^-Vf 
thoae who have not been ia the habit c>f cAnn«;tiqg.Kiioiv 
tbougliU with their plcuurvs ! How aitonishing, at well ai 
delightful, must it be to luch persons tn percei'te the views 
of eternity adding happiness, insttad of a damp; to those Kf 
(JDBC i and the tliou^ts of death giving a afat to lifel- 

Ishidl 
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r shall be glad to hear ttiat yoor tnuuactiont 
with Mr. loaacAon have succeeded better than 
3rou ,app»eh«niiied. 

: -Otam good for nothing tinday,. but*s Well as X 
exfKcted, after havmg n^sjiirits ^T^^atly affected 
by an aocideat which happened in this place yes- 
terdeyj thougfi, I thank God, it is one in which I 
have no personal concern. In a crowd of people 
assembled to see r the' mayor's shetr, a- vicicOis 
horse gotiioose, trampled upoa aevoral, and Intrt 
iwo children, in ao terrible a manner, that last 
nig-ht it was feared neitba- of. them could live: 
Some others were hurt, bat not ao dangeroiuil};^ 
One of the. children was oine, and. the jO&«o 
about live yeai'soUl. . James Penuington was in 
town to see the show, but providentisJly was bo| 
at the spot wliere tliiti accident happened. I heaif 
this morning-, the children who were so uucli 
hurt,, are better, so I h(^e there may be a chance 
ef their recovery. As I was going through 
Mongeham, the other day, ] heard a little voice 
■ay, " There is my aunt Tartar." I looked up, 
and by the help of my glasSj discovered Montagu, 
perched in a chamber-^viudow; which is a sta- 
tion which he prefers to that of his companions, 
in a twopenny school below, and from whence I 
l^eve he holds di»Iogaes with every body that 
Phases through the village; for he is the moit 
loqua« 
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loqnaciotu little dab I ever knew. I could not 
%d^ ^vlng^ a world of caulionsto llit' gi^ ifho 
was with him liot to let him fell oiit f^ tbe-iWh- 
dow. I hear; when he went home, Iwhifntited 
hh mother, that he had seen hu annt Caner/ai\d 
she Was afraid he sbonid bredk his nedt, -(ly 
'whlcii, I suspect, he held my cautions in gttat 
Contempt. ' '" 

I have sent your compliments after Mrs. t^* 
"Jerdown, to Winghamj where she hog b6en move 
ihkn a fortnight. Mrs. Primrose returned frotn 
Hampshire^ last night, and I am going to dine 
with her to-day. My brother and sister are lobe 
in London next Monday, and as soon as be has 
finished his vxecutoilihipj 1 hope, wiH return ti> 
Deal, by the latter end of this month. Adieti, 
my dear friend. I rejoice in so good an accdunt 
of your health, and am ever, '* 

Most faithfully; &6^"' 



■ ., -I> 




LETTER LXXVI, 


.,..«,.■. 



Deal, Stpten^tr i6, J765. 

'As I was absent when your ieUer tr- 

med, my dear friend, I did not receive it till ray 

■ return 
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xetum last ni^ht. I rejoice to hear so g;ood an 
a^unt of your bealtli and, activity. I so per- 
fectly agree with all you say about heathen, tepi- 
pies, that Z do i^ot remember any absurdity in 
taste. which so ei^Iy stpick my mind as this-. 

, TfTley can havp no effect but what is derived 
merely from the proportions of scale and com- 
[Ass^ and it is so impossible for the imagination 
to be cheated into any such ideas as rendered 
them striking objects to a Greelt or Roman spec-' 
tator*. Imet with no adventures in my trip to 
Wintham fo repay the descliptiotv of your ram- 
bles. I think you will pity the convulsions into 

. wfcich hiy Gothic spirit was thrown, by taking a [ 
•urvey of the church. It waSj before the Refor- 
mation, a collegiate church, ami the stallsof the' 
canons are stiQ remaining. The walls, windows, ' 
»nd cbanceh, make a yery venerable and' Gothic ' 
app^raitce, while the other parts of the building 
ue most absurdly beautified into Roman arches, . 
and Corkitbian capitals. Th^e is nothing in ' 
11%igham House, except its being a good ha- 

• If Mn. Carter be correct in this opinion, npon whaf 
faiNp, yrt«cifi)«i iiMe.the mmt tn»griific«nt pUces in thi» 
island been onuunenied 1 And yet wliat can be objected to 
the tiganent w *ha Iw iiated it t Gwuldeted at pLaces of 
wunbi|i, to us tlie idea i« none than folly ; anij if victved iti 
any other light, they have do meaning at all. 

TOL. I. T bitabU 
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bitabtb Riantion ; but from one of the window*; 
the river and the road, discovered thiough somf 
trMH, which seem to have been carelessly planted- 
hy tin hand of nature, form one of the prettiest 
immediate views, I eyersaw. I went to Wing- 
ham on Wednesday, and breakfasted. and dined 
*ith Lady D'Aetb, in my way. The walk and 
change of air, had a very sensible eifect on my 
head, and it was amazingly well till Friday after- . 
noon, when a visit, where there were twelve or 
fiatrrteen pet^e, in a. low room,- with every door 
and window shut, heated and confused me' to a 
degre^ which I have yet scarcely recovered. . 1 
am gJad this eipedition is over; for it has long ■ 
lain upon- my coiwcieocey and, . by one means or. . 
other^ I have been the whole summer prevented 
from undertaking it sooner. I saw seveial pci^ . 
wiMnn I was glad to see, bHtthe.]Q,unging,loitert-- 
ingiiad of iife, which, one leads in any plac^ 
where one does not stay long enough to get into . 
any setUttl employment, is so w«^yitig to tny ■ 
^irits, that I w^. impatient to get hpme again; 
and, with toifte- difficulty, returned last niglit. 
The weather is as delightful as possible, andi ff 
my bead behav<i itself something beUflr'tburii» 
has done,, for the last three or four riitrnth*, f 
ihal! hope to enjoy th» fine season, better than, 
the tummer. Iliough I am usually very weU 
afiecM 
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a&oted to^.elt'jEiDdA v^ weather, I tbii^ tiu§f]» 
wy-favoieHe'-season.' - There is something in. th6 
amenity of autumnal skies, that soothes ajid cohik' 
poses my thoughta^and' is mora pleasing than the 
bwrtle and hurry offing; besides aatumn in" 
toxhices winter, and what reasons I have foe m 
¥Bry particular affection to winter, I need.not 
naaie. 

-Your friend the Marquis of Carlotte is at 
Ded-Castle with. Sir Brook Bridges; but, at I 
faftve not visited Lady Bridges, I have noi iseui 
Um.'--'" : ■■■■ ' 

I an very glad to find that Mrs. Sooit's iiealtii 
htsbst suffered by-the dialreasof hen mind, l 
bag? rByib^coiBplifnents to ber and Mrs.. GuJEits^ 
1 tei^' you -will' net/ 'RpE have bdea under «Ay- , 
a]^ftrehitfision at not hearn^; from me. sooner: 
llf was BC«rj:^y !pof«ibte for me -tQ wrilei tiHky ' 
tine.enovgb bo«ave tfac post 'after coining |roa 
ch^roH> • 

-■lYopwiU won e*ertake i»e in Tacitiw, fori 
dtd.no^hffig'biit;6a«oterat Winghatn, and wliilo 
thH-weathdr lasts, I'propose to readae Htt^, 4n(l 
ramble as'tuiKh >» J Bnd necessary-fW.my health. 
I h^Q'pidfed up au t.tnlian book which 1 never 
Iteord'of' before, a Hbtoty (^ England, by Grs- 
goti> Leti. I hara iU>t yet looked into it^ bnt 
from his Idfc of SixtutlV. I pEtftaise myself aft 
: .... .. T g agree" 
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i^reeabfe entertamineat from it,r^hc9 I bM«t 
time to read it Adieu, my dear friend. I ant 

evefi ; ■. . ■ ■• ■ : 

Most faithfully, Ac * 



LETTER LXXVn. 

Deal, Oritieri, 17^. 

I AM very glad to find, my dear friati, 
tiaiym an. not likely to be any conaidecabia 
laser fay the disturbaaces in tiM Nwth: tmi I 
congratolatQ you very heartily at tha pltansn 
ywt nuHt &el from Mr..JUoQta^'a jntke and 
Illl^lapi^ ift refuting to join in any oppn)S8i(m oi 
a body of people tfj useful to society. Every 
exemption froi9 want and-dHtreu afc Im«t, in 
onrely the right of those to whose toilsome indwr 
try so many ai:e indebted for tba ^QQomtni^daUQn 
oS ease, and thQoraaraentfi of affluence. 

.1 proceed butalowly in Davila. . Thenuaule 
description of every batlle, and every slpmi(h» 
in. which oeither the head nor heart fiwiB any 
thing to do, is excessively tu^some; The coo- 
sideling man merely as upoUiical animal, 'a not 
rectrained to Machiavelj but seems to be tlie 
general 
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general principle of every Italian historian I ev&r 
irad. This is. I suppose, one reason thftt timt 
chaActers by appe^ng only in this single point 
of view, resembles notbh^ to be met nitb in 
real life. Pef^le act, in their general conduet, 
vrUh regard to the puUic, conformably to thoBe 
-passionsj or those principles which influence 
diem as indiriduals. Unless, th«%£Dre, a reador 
by some acquaintance with them in this capfteiQr 
is provided with a key to their actions, any cha- 
racters in a mere political-display, will appear 4s 
unnatural and monstrous as Horace's Hunumo 
capm, Act So fiu* as I have read of Davila, he 
does not appear to be very fair hi his accoant of 
Catherine de Medicis, on whose conduct he 
setems to set a veiy felse varnish. On the other 
hand, be probably greatly ag^vates the beha- 
viour of the Hngonot chie&. Indeed, k is to be 
fitered, th^ their cotiduct too often gave occasion 
ta their enemies to represent them in fl very bad 
1^^ Their cause no doubt was a nobl^ 6ne, 
fo'ai it will too often made a pretence fw the gra- 
tification of private passions. Tliere is a very 
essential difference between truth and error, but 
there is very Kttle difference in the guilt, where- 
ever wrong measures are taJteii to support eithn 
the one or the other. 
This is a most complete wintry day, the wind 
drives 
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tttWe^ tlie'itihi'\ilKm>my paper »*■ T write, «ifli 
firn ob%M to clote my Ehutten. . 1 befreve | 
must be cohtented^^ to amuse myself wHh tbe 
tetAp^st in my own raom, for -it i» too violent 
eren'fon my pliant spirit to-encouMer-out «f 
doOfs,' except to see Mrs, UndndowB, wbo' a 
expected to-night. Mrs. PenBington is upoa Has 
wbole better, and -her spirits are mndi mended 
.t>y the sea. * Your godson I hear is very well, 
for 1 have not seen liim this age, but often hear 
of his vivacities. He is so comical, that it is 
■ well if he does not carry it too far. Our wedding 
herCj I believe, will be very soon.' An old maid 
is such a mere kori d'eeuvre at a wedding*, that 
I rather wish myself out of the way. However 
I shall display all the ingenuity ft have in setting 
-out a breakf&si for the company, and by:tl^- 
means, pei'baps,' may escape the being prennt at 
the Ceremony. Aftw breakfest we are all to de- 
camp to Mr. Benjamin's. '■-■.. ^r - 
There has been a very bad frver: at Dover.^ 
and it has travelled to this place, but 1 thaok G^ 
has made but little progress. It is of a.aiogultf 
kind, and does not come to any crisis. .. Onepoei;^ 
m&n was iU with itabovc six weeks, and at hat^ 
diedi but I think be is the only instance in whiofa 

• That of lier youngest liruth*r Henry, wfio mavricd the 
jfiughler of Jonas Bviijaiuiii, Esq. of Deal. 
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it hav proved fatal: Do you propose to cuvf 
yoar Gt^ic scheme into execution f But -I fear- 
Mr. Adams is an inflexible Grecian. 

Adieu, my dear friend, every happiness attenfjt 
you. I do not wish you more happiness on one 
day than another, but I particularly rememberei 
the 9d of this month. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER LXXVin. . / 

Deal, October U; 1765. 

I AH more sorry than surprized, my 
dear friend, to find that equindct^ tempests da 
not agree with your health so well aBBumraer, 
tuns, 1 hope you wiUrnowsooa begin t«^.tbinkof' 
changing your climate from the i^mpkof Saa- 
dlcford to the warm air of Hill-streeti^ 

I cannot express how tenderly I fed myself ' 
oUlged to you for' so kindly plating me in the 
charming spot which your imaginaticti :i8 plan- 
ning. Old age in such a retreat, and under such- 
circumstances as you describe, -is a ealm moon- 
light evening. The objects which ^ve us plea* 
Sure will not appear with the same glare and spi- 
rit 
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C^^ef^ tf^r*guUiity. find ^ofi^ifi.. YtV-CMtft 
Xbot think how.d^ightfir% I 4iftveV»9t-jpy«eif'Ja 
leyerifs £y;?r since I re^pivM yffw letter; hpw I 
have ;fra];i4ered withjrou &l9o$,th(i,siii^ of.ihe 
riic^r, ^d listened to th? cascade while we were 
resting on the green bank,, and Uie littlw^rarii. 
The dduBion, . indeed, haa samrtimes been « 
tittle disturbed by the two unlackj epithets fiti^ 
and MftRflticed applied to youndf, widtii tetmy 
iipKffi^ation a laughing, and made my heart ugb. 
Pwr^, Rome^ eclat^ glitter, admiration, &o. 
ro^d uptm my mind, and expelled all the geiUle 
images of philosophic poetrial life, and tranqufl 
firi^dtbip. The vale of Tempe vanished from 
i^y s^btj a,n4 yr)?»i vas of infinitely worse cod- 
Kjiy^|ice;^tq pay )|^pinef«, in l^e hurry. end tnPr 
t>ule;i<^? of the: great worlds I ^uldnoi find in; 
, friend,^ ., ■ :■ ■ . ■ - . ■ 

J .■..«» AgBin to slepp I close my willing eyei, 

Fray w^t will our poor dear owls do when yon 
h^ve denpc^ii^d their, tl4rnB^ IJofUfe yon wffl 
fOD^iycsoBW ivy .ratreat a. leuT ioUentiotn 
Thoitgh Mr. Adam will not allow them a Gothic 
lower. ' 

Our wedding was celebrated last Tt^ur^y. I 
made 
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'BttV sister, antt'tliey bo{h charged me to pre^ilt 
tteik* req>e£tfal ' compliments and best th^^. 
Tbey att brealc&flted iere, lo the number '^ 
fanrteeo; ithougfa Mt one except our ownlhmil^j^ 
and then dined' at -Mr. Benjamin's, Ycni ' tnay 
imj^iim tbalfSOiiMBy^ioura pest msachacoDi- 
paay nDtiemiriublywlent, wasTathra-it tiial toft 
Teak bead, i iwU^ut tHl duAer was mex, and 
tben: stole boaie; and retarned to the solitude and 
^tefc of my -ovo-' apartment, .exceedingly aon- 
Bokd by t)M nflectton tbat thoagfa I was vof 
macb.tkediof * mdiitg, H was not my 6wfl. 
Not' but I entirely 'Itgcee with yoti in dte tntwt 
.honorable notions of mamage, and thii^E it ^ 
very rigbt scheme for every body, bat niyself. 
My sister Hanry is pretty^ and her manner very 
gent^ modest, and engaging. She sings very 
f^reeably, and plays very well on the harp'si- 
chord. Her temper seems remaikably composed 
and swe^.*j and I hope there is a fair prospect 
that she will render poor Harry as happy as un- 

* The character of this Wy vita perfectly just. Both 
paitiet hav« been toiig tince depAritd to tie houte appmititd 
Jbr ail living, afier a union of uninterrupted affection, con- 
' lidence, and happiness. They left four sons, two of then 
post captains in the navy, one ■ major ia the royal tnarian, 
■nd oiie a clergyman. 

comfortable 
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comfortable health, aad not good tpiriU, will 
.allow him to be. My heart achs for them bo(^ 
whenever 1 tliink on this circumstance, and there- 
fore I think on it as little asi m^y^fcte. All I can 
,do for them ia to recommend their happin^s to 
the goodness of Providence. 
. Mm. Ujidordown returned 'very wd^'and much 
the bctt» for her ar^ur at Caatn^iivyi'.sVid''^ 
tthraysauch yours. She has aot. been in Any jii 
our wedding^ buBttes, which k«r ^irits. anenet 
able to bear.. The whole tribe -are ta dine with 
itt^rmoriow, which X think will conclude uijr 
pantioular &tigue that lAh^ have in-tbeafiair. 
Not but that <I gladly pay the tax of a 6t of ibe 
head tu^, and ais very thankful for the bkssing 
ojf seeing so ki^e a fimily cheerfully and pros- 
perously anembled together. A^eu, my devest 
fciend. ' Pnyoefer wnt« to^fnewhfi^ there is 
theiBaatid^n||flrofitehurti&gy(wr health. . The 
ppfiverb «ay>',^ one-may purcbise gold too dearly, 
aBdI«ball inditvarifiediif your letters- cost me 
yoiir.-£3Si>. .■ •■. -i- ■-, ■ 

Youra, Ac. 
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Deal, Ocioier 28, 17^. 

Tkna letter I 'hope ViU find Joa;'*»y 
A'e4i'ftie1i&, ^sei^d froAi- the 4a«(ip« afid'Hietf^ 
iSnatfSfnS'Of yb'tir'Scoetlb-fii^, aftd'SScUrtdagMMt 
Hk btasts'of friaMr iii ydur Cllincfee abode^. 1 
'«^]«fct iri Mjr. iie^t witik to find all th«l!aen»> 
■ftiaining beauties' of the yc^r, *weptaWay bylbe 
dMu'ge «f- the last contilnued teavyraihsi f "Mstt 
luckyeriough' to enjoy thefetest-View'trf-tWe fcir' 
aufumnal setfs6n in a nUnhle which i mutteitto' 
beginning df- last week. The aif ^wfts uffibunA 
exhtlaratlng a«^e gates of Edenj nndithd'iond^; 
ficape one Of tb*r finest I eve* tefcdd; = Besrdw 
the general desii*^ of bfcirtg nearyott/fipsvtica^- 
lavly vriBbed foetb^boiwitr of 'Kent/ thaTyoa^foid 
be^ii with m« ttt^the timeJtiv«tB'enjoyiiig''3a'eNi^ 
chanting a view. I walked to the sumifltt of 'ft 
high hitlj from wheoctf rwas'suddenly struck by 
a prospect of the sea in fronts bounded only by 
the sky. There were ehips enough to diversify 

" One of the drawing rooms in Ilill-Etrcet, fitted up in 
tliat fashion. 

the 
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the untlbrmity of snch a nut expanae, without 
being so eroirded aa to hide its raagtaiwwte. 
The wh<de c-vntiy round -was set with steeplet 
and tufts of trtcK ia efferjc varldty of situation. 
At some distanoe were the vrtiite clifis of (he iale 
<tf Thkaet, ftrongly iUuminated by the sbd, while 
the xemner vlgeot oi Dqal otitle Made » m^st 
■mIcda appearajwe vniera duk dood. TbeM 
it no ^oKtiption i csr girc^ 4lttt w01 (Mmvey anir 
idea ^^ual ^ the bcuty and Mbfimity of tbif 
foene, or «4f the effect it had on a^ spirits^ I 
hod i*e«ii very «&ea befiwei on this bifli which if 
not two miles from the town^ but I aow »p' 
iMiMdied it by a different path which I had jurt 
ftoefrCFed, and thli circumstance fbrtued an 
ttppiettrance eatirely new, beflUea the novehy 
which a project ^wftysacquifea on bein^ viewed 
b^ft {iartitf-sufit^e. ■ No otie, I believe, who 
hmevisretroDgly felt the effect of this kind of 
H^t, easi ' be much inclined to envy those coun- 
tries which, boast the advantage of andonded 
akies *. To th<^ inhabitants of r^ons of uain- 
terrupted Anahtne, Uie prospects which have 
eoce betn^eeny recur for ever the same, while 
rinrs appear in a variety of beanty; infinite as 

• The late Mr. Gilpin paid particular attention to the 
effects produced on laudwape by tbe MB and cknid*, knd 
exemplififd (hem in many of his views. 
, '■ tlie 
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the caf rices of the diifting atmosphere. Thui 
JuDdiy has -the equal, goodness of Heavea com- 
peawtcd die inconveniences of iftegular seas(»is, 
ilid wavering' healthy by a htrger' portion of th^ 
fieaaoitm of ipmgination *. The next morning 
1^ eut eaiiy enough to see the ran riee with a 
•9^itpc4aAeJi|aly.«p^tadQi^^ vrhiah .l)iy,,tlf[e time I 
g^:IVWP'. WWW ■ ej^i^^f^owtedi aad «fti;ia.vard» 
iwcoedwj. ;bj,.«L««Bi¥f..3f^ .-fwd .tbi«,.tK^.tfi»j 
hea^psb^^bfti •ffipt.w* ftowwnWios s¥%«B«e-. 
ii)^^^Site,ft^ ^y jwWow,, Jwti».op!a^'a>iWia»«; 
t^^t;agaip;intptiie.ajr^fF8lJf.: ... v ;,-; 

it .is expectied there will be a change njatle io-sJU 
the. jjbjc^ lift 1he,,dijfluft-ppr^f. - ,^if..TtB*»ii» 

,1 coifld not ,fini»h,.ray letter ysstflidaj^. .ftBd.aja 
•0| buTKie^ i^-djEiy thqf<i ^s(,cp^Mde«..Qr I. shall , 
not, be.f^x i9> dji^q fli-imy br^becIariPfUh ^« 
Cow^a^j&c. A^^,ffl^^«»r.|«eB«L.: .. 

inqral from the most common occurrence. Fuund 
'* ToD^ues in Ir«ei, books, in tha runnipg bfoolu, 
Senoons in stones, and good in every thio!;." 

Th« qnoUtwn ii somewhat trite, but it is so appojite, tjiarir 

is Coped it mty b? fpripTen. 
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' ;I RMoica to find, my dear fHertJ, thftt 

yoti haVfifdIt no otiier dlfi»t flrdm thie lat^ ext^ssit^ 
dkmp wfethef, than aWfeelfi'delay' <tf joar joor^' 
n'ey to tbwn, where '1 hope you- are by'this' tkne 
arrivedi ' I eoiigratulate Mi*. Bo^t^wett oft ybttr" 
intention of making her happy by iaviiit.-.i'b^" 
my respectiiil and' affectionate 'com|JUmetit9 to-' 

her. ■■; '■''■' - ' '-■; '-'^ • -; ■ 

1 am obliged to ybn* fbr your tnetititm crif^my 
application to'Mrt. A. I*. Iliad thimght ' of it 
before, btJfr among-' other reasons whrfch' deter- 
mine trie against U'; one is,' that she iS' tdnnected 
with the Dorset ftmily, iaiid Lord T. S&ekViRe U,- 
I think, at present the Captain of -SBndi)mii''ctft^ 
tie. The apartments were soMe' years ^» fitted 
up, but it ii so wretched-a aiUiBtion, that no body 
has ever Inhabited 'thetti; ■ it ii very posiiUtf, <bat 
Lord T; may be remoTed: but it would' be by nv-' 
means decent to apply to any one acquainted 
with the family to furnish him with a'successor : 
and I have besides otlie^ reasons for declining it. 
I am (oo ^nsible of the iniscbievous caose-> 
quence, 
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quence of being obliged so often to keep mf 
bed : but I cannot avoid it 1 soraetitnes strag- 
(le out a day's bead.ach in great pain and inabi* 
Ufy of doing any tbing : but the usual effect of 
this effort is being obliged to take to my bed the 
Wit, and having two bad daya instead of one. I 
cbk aU in my power.to correct tba eril by air ard 
wewisei whenever I am t^e : ani indeed consi- 
dfii^ing'bow maay-^ys there are wben -1 .cannot 
read with any degree of ^plicatfon, it jeqaifes. 
some rwi^tioD t$ qiliX ay boeks when I can.- 
My Tvalks are really a regpimen : and I ought to 
think myself very happy^ that they.ai£.Iikat^f« 
an amusement^ and I feel not the least necessity 
of crossing tJbe Kaa to £u^nish me wi(h niore. 
Tht varietiea of o^^wn country are more than 
enoQgb to' £11 upl^By vacant hour of a life bo 
hr advRDced aa Ine. There is one voyage 
wfeietk TmiXf make, perhaps-on a stormy sea*, 
but 'tbis', 1 trust, vnU'CD^vey me to- fairer scenes 
ttisB those which Ue behind the Alps, and to a 
climate which will ensure uninterrupted health ;to 
ei\joy tbem. Do not imagine by this, that I am . 
by any ni«an8 in a hurry to quit qiy present 

* Happily tiiii was not the cate ; after a- long life, mih 
healih uot wune than such as is described in thete Lcitery, 
thb clme of it wa« emhitteTcd by iio puni or struggles either 
fit mmd-orbody. 

^, situation. 
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•itaation, whieh peibapi -I Iotc Mt too trd|. 
Indeed I ^lUd be mori, widBedly mgrtUielQl for 
the btesaiiif^ with which it isr attttnded; if' I AM 
Hot adtiimrledge that its pleuurcs very feir o«(> 
balance its pains *. - 

• Tke nem has this nameDt bnnigM la av ai^ 
count of the death of the Ddn of CMiheriMid. 
Adieii, my dear fn»d, Hh«4bar «« ttoel at 
VenfM, br Rome, or not, awy we haf ptiy nmt 
at bnt where we shall never part 

Youra nosl fettiifidiy, Ac 



^m^" 



LETTER LSyOCJ. 

eccmber 12, 176$. 

It is. to be taopad, ^mt the stara aad 
§;arten, and glitter of an aasamhjjir in tbtf ere*' 
iog made joa-omplfe ameoidsj inyde^ Aio^dt 

• Tbis VBi [■• transient rbulliliou of a lieart " J^fieJ 
above tbe §raitn(t with cheerful thoiiglits," but u steady 
opintun from which JHr». Cdrter never varied. ' iFbw* cftter- 
ing is *uch «n ettiniKte of hDman life from tbe lips of wis- 
dom cad virtM f H«w delightful to thhik thtt our fnorlal 
pilgrimsge is enlivened by such pleasures and enpymeiits, 
coiuisteat with tin Etrictnt views- of rriigion and ftito- 
rityl 
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ftjir tbe hard wot^ran,] great wig^ ttf the doctof 
in the .mocniM^raod y£t if the poor nuin, Ibr 

. whose sake you tt^entted such an unentertatning 

^ tSte-4 Ute, reived aay relief in so teiriU* a 
danger, the tint part of the day would be that 
on vrhicb yoo would reflect with the greatest 
jileasBre, 

- After ruanmg over the lists <>f my CoirospoA- 
dents, wbieh^ to the gre^t ctnnftirt .of my^indo- 
lence is not very long, I thiak from your ACCQunt 
it must be M^; Hony wobd, wbom you met at the 
French embassador's, for I know she is some- 
times there. I am sorry to hear she looked so 
pale, bat she is scarcely ever well. Before the 

, arrival of an event on which she had fixed her 
poor soulj she had languished away the health 
which is so necessary to qualify her to enjoy it *. 
The bwoks might co4ne very safely by tbe ma- 

' -chine, but'I heg; you, will not give yourself the < 

■ trouble of tending Ihem, as I shalf not have time 

■ '■ to look into them befdi-elleave Peal. I have 

many bottoms to wind up, and some domestic 
aHairs to settle, which the've'ry precarious state 
of my worthless head will not suffer me to exe- 
cute with much di'spalchv 

I am always happy in hearing that I have the 

* The lady here ipok«n of wu the wife of General 
Honywood. 

TOt. I. V honor 
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honor to be remembered by Lady F. Conloglby 
and Mrs. Trevor, and b^ my respects to them 
whenever you have an opportunity. 

Mrs. Underdown is much obliged by your 
mention of her, and desires her best comphmenta 
to.you. . I was.alarmed last week by her having 
some symptoms of an illness which confined her 
the greaiest part of last winter ; but, I thank 
God, sbe is greatly better, and I hope it will go 
<^. " 

X ana going to my, pillow, so adieu. 

Yours, &c. 



: LETTER LXXXII. 

Deal, DccaniertS, 176S. 

I AW much obliged to you, my dear 
friend, for expressing to the Hereditary Prince * 
my sense of the honor of his enquiries. I rejoice 
to find you are so well, as to be able to go through 
such a succession of engagements. I am glad 
Lord Temple's is one of them, as you must feel 
great pleasure in a family reunion, as well as an 
agreeable circumstance in the renewing of a 

- * Of Brunswick, to nhom tbey bud b«en kn»wn at Spft. 

, former 
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fdrolcf acquaintance. It woiild bs' of wJfy 
lappy consequencej I believe, if all quarrels 
were entirely restrained to the prlncipalsj and 
not suffered to interrupt the commerce of the 
friends on eithfer side, who, by that mean b* Would 
have Continual opportunities of interposing theil: 
good offices, to shorten the disagreement. 

I subscribe to the truth of your general posi- 
tion, and should heartily wish to see it verified 
in the present case, if I was enough acquainted 
with the lady to be assured, that such an event 
would hot, with alt iU apparent advantages, render 
her very Wretched. It is certainly, as you say, 
the greatest Joy of a dehcate mhtd to communi- 
cate happiness : but propoKionably grievous must 
be the disappoitttiQent of fiadmg'aE its endeavours 
foT that purpose ineffectual, which must ever be 
■ the case, where the subject is unhappy, not from 
external circumstances, but firom constitution. 
Th^ ditappointment c^ this wish, from other 
Cause?, though it must be severely felt, will be- 
loore easily supported by a generous miad, from, 
the -con&ideratiOH that the pain it suffers is merely 
f^lfish i and that the person whom it vainly wishes 
to render happy by its own power, may, however, 
^e rendered happy by something else. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind solici- 
tude about- my em&onpetni, which, I believe, is 
V3 preuy 
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0t«tty mach in statu gvo. Mr?. Prraufose and 
Mrs. Underdown iftncy I am fallen away, but 
indeed it is a mere ^ncy^ though pps&i^y it; 
might be so some months ago, during a very- 
stCtive ptun in my stomachy but that, has long.- 
been quite well ; and lying to frequently in bed 
with the head-ach is not likely to make one grovr- 
Ihin. I cannot indeed give any positive testi- 
mony how I loo|c; ix>r, thongb I, very, narrowly 
inspect my face every day,, it is jnstas-Ishould. 
a saucer, which I was wiping, merdy to see if- 
it was clean, without any kind of animadvra^D- 
oil the colours or the pattern,. In s^i^y X^r 
iieve, it is very probaWe, thatj^ except beipg str, 
iQany months olderi you will find me in all n^ 
^ects pretty mji^h as you I«ft me, only perhaps 
that I am not quite so fond, of talking as I'usfd 
to be. 

I sensibly fed your expressiag a jJieasnre. at 
the approach of January. I rememberi aboyt a 
hundred years ago, when I<was veryi youngs n^ 
brother and I UBed.to allQt a vveek before h^nd.-tV' 
talk of the joy we.expected at Deal Fair. Wil^ 
pretty much the same. kind ofiiafantjflte; delight^ 
I now think every ye^ -outlay coming^to-J-fwdpn; 
Thus, through the wholer of. lifej rei«uil»iO«e'9 
inclination for a fair, and varies osly in tbercboice 
of the i^y thing)). I fifiU«fHQy8elfjhi>ffinrer,thiit; 
u.tbe society of a moitrvaluable set of friends is 
3 my 
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my principal object in town, I do not run aftef 
«ucti a mere vanity fair, as if my imag^natioa, 
gaped after nothing more than the baubles aed 
rattles of the world. Adieu, my dear friend. 
Yoars, &c. 



LETTER I-XXXia 

Dent, S>i:cember ii, n6i. 

\ HAJ> begun a letter to you, my dear 
frtend, last wedc, but my head prevented me 
from going on, and has kept me on a piltow for 
the greateit part (£ the last forty-eight hours. It 
is Tiot at all disposed for writing to-day, but I was 
dfraid you would think me ill, if 1 deferred it till 
my head was in better humour. 

'As [ thick it no dishonour to any character, 
that the clearest discernment should sometimes be 
the dupe of good nature, I will neither join with 
you in your laugh at yourself for a past mistake, 
.nor pronounce that there will not be some future 
occasion for me to obey your commands of re- 
mittding you of your golden saying. It is, no 
doubt, a very useful lesson of caution and sus- 
pense; bat lurely ought not to preclnde all en- 
quiry. 



D,g,t,7P:hyG00'^le 



cjoity, audi give an abmlnta determinatton to t^ 
judgmenL The history of eTcry age affords too 
many infltances to prove that t)ie world is often 
et fou. et injtisle, and one should become both 
by foliOYring ite decision. Time, indeed, seldom 
&iils to reverse the sentence of popular iDJUEtice, 
bat it is not usually till the injured sufferer has - 
felt the last effects of its malice*. Socrates had, 
for many years, Iain under the infamy of being 
an atheist, a seducer, and a rebel to the laws ; 
and it was not till after they bad administered 
the hemlock potion, that the infhtuated Athe- 
nians discovered him to be, what a long life had 
not taug'ht them, the friend of God, of virtuei«nd 
hie country ; and that the charKter belonged' t« 
his accusers which they had mistaken for hie. 

1 hops thiy abatement of severe weather will 
be a Eavorable circumstance for myJ^d Lyttelr 
ton's cold, and prevent its ending in. a fever. 

I am greatiy obliged Uf Pr. GregQ?y,+ and Mr. 

* " —. — Invidiam supremo fine domari." lioB. 
+ Dr. Gregory of Ediril)iirgh,-for (he present of his " Pa- 
<-' thcr's Legacy to his Dmghters."^ He ubj fatl^er of the 
present eminent pliysicitn of ihst name ; of tbe la<Iy uf the 
Itcv. A. AlisoPi author of two vplupes of Sermons of th^ 
Irighest-TBle exctillence, and of other appToveil worki ; and 
of the late Jte% WilUam Gnegpry. of Canterbury, the K6U 
tnr'i much esteemed and deeply regretted friend. Mrs. Ali- 
fon passed ajl the early p^rt of her life with Mrs, Montagu.. 
Harris, 
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Harris* Ibr the honor of thdr present Mx^ 
Douglas Is g<me to towti for a few days, and de** 
signs to wait oh you ; and he has pxoaiised to 
conVey the books to me. If you ahboM not 
ha:ppen to be at home, he will leave a direction 
where fiie lodges ,* and, if it is not at too great li 
distance, I beg- the favor of you to let them b^ 
Bcnt to him. 

It is not in my power to leave Deal beftwe my 
usual time. I shall stay about a week at Lam- 
beth, in my way to Clarges-street, where I 
hope to be ratiier before the middle of Januar)'! 
1 have breathed this air for so many months, that 
'I please myself with hoping that my head will, for- 
some time, at Icait, feel an amendment from 
changing it; 

Mr. Boyd is extremely well pleased wkh Miss 
Oiapone's management c^ his family, mid finds 
it exceeds eVet^ thing he had expected. One 
would imagirte this should have produced some 
mention, at least, of rendering her situation easy : 
but there has not past a word relating to this 
subject. Adieu, my dear friend. 

Yonrs, &c. 

* Mr. Uarrii, fktfaer to th« }«ta Earl of MftlmbHiy, win 
was so obliging ai to iBak«M».Cart«»prM^at of Jiii norki. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

Lambelh, May 24, 1766. 

A THOusANV tbanks to yon, my dear 
friend, for giving me tfie pleasure of bearing yq« 
were arrived lo fer prosperously on your journey^ 
Inde«d, I wanted such a cM^ial to raise my s^" 
jrits, frbich were extremely low at the thon^t of 
being' sepai^ed from you by so many Jiundred 
tnilea : and yet Newcastle is not, so remote ai 
Roia^ If I was wiae, I should consider this 
journey as a preparation for the other, and midie 
use of it to accommodate myself to the thought 
of habitually living without you. But unfortu- 
nately I am not wise; nor do I see any prospect 
of accommodating myself to any such thing. My 
reason is^ 1 believe, a tolerable philosopher, but 
I have had many a woeful experience how all its 
fine dedaraations have been thrown away upon 
my heart. 

I called on Mrs. Scott to dayj and found her 
very well for such ^jcalth as hers. She gave me 
intelligence of your letter, which the wicked delay - 
of the penny-post prevented my receiving till 
lifter my return. We were to have gone to Mrs. 
^(Ott'a yesterday, the coach wus ordered, and 
stood 
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stood basking two hours in tlie sun without the 
possibility of our getting into it, from a succes- 
sion of visitors, 80 ihat, at laat, it was not prac- 
ticable to get any further than Whitehall. It is 
a lamentable circumstance of this place to be so 
^t the mercy :0f, every little interruption; so, in 
the spirit of indegien^nce, I sat out this moraing 
on my tu^o feet, and Mrs. Tatbot appointed to 
pick me up in her way hwne. It grieves lae 
•every hour to see Miw T^hot wUh such talents, . 
and such virtues, worn down by so many little 
teasing afiections, to objects which seem- w far 
below the powera of h^r mind. But, parh^^ 
this ia one of the idle prejudices of human folly. 
Nothing is great or little, but with a reference to 
the principle of action. Her employments arise 
from her situation ; and, I believe, one of the 
noblest efforts of magnanimity is submitUitg great 
talents to wh^t pride would r^resent as trifling 
objects, from considerations of duty. I came 
hither on Wednesday, and propose to stay till 
the Archbishop returns from his visitation, which 
will be in less than three weeks. I shall then be 
heartily glad to get home, and be fixed into my 
own qmet system for the remainder of the year. 
One's time is broken into such fragments by the 
unavoidable method of living here, that 1 find 
any application impossible, and if I did oot please 
myself 
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myself with fTie hope'ifhat I am trfsome little use 
ifi amtising the present sdH^itude of my^nends, I 
•hffold find such a loitering kind of lifb Very fine- 
some. But, wliile'Iam of any use to them, I ani 
doing Borrtethilig whitli I am sure I ought le d». 
' I hope yon slept as soundly as yonproniwed ti 
do ■when you wrote, and thatwhftther you drearrtfid 
<rf me or not, you wiU have as many waking re- 
vM-ies ahout me ab'yon e&n. This is an article in 
wWch I "have no apprehension of dyirtg in ytfttt 
dri>t. I nerer wish yoU to exceed/alas, yon hwe 
t&b great a love iyf-' things ever tb equal the affee* 
tion with which I am, my dearest fi-iend, 

■' Your most obhgcd^&c. 



LETTER LXXXT, 

Umbftb, iffter 31, 176S. , , 

By this time, my dear friend, I hope 
you have perfectly recovered the' fetigue of your 
journey. Mrs. Scott gave me the pleasure of 
knowing that you were happily arrived at the 
end of it. She showed me the letter in which 
"you Were so good to give me a share. I hope 
«ion to hear ttiat you are ftee-from the emharre^ 

of 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



t$ a sew «sUbti8hment, and that the miccess-of 
Mr.' Mont3g;u^ afi&irs in the North is likely to 
repay you £>r a tummer of days witboqt warni 
murine, and evenings withoDt- society. 

I have for some time feared, from Madame 4e 
Blum's veiy long silence^ that there was scsne 
melancholy alteration in her health. I had only 
waited till my return to Deal for a convement 
opportunity of making some enquiry afit^ her ;^ 
but all eoqutry js now unnecessary, -£:>r I yest£c- 
day received an account of her death from Moi3« 
tienr de Blum, hjil». He gires me -a- particular 
and very affecting descr^itioa of her' last illness^ 
which was a state of the extremest suffering for 
more than two months, and which she supported 
with the utmost degree of patience and resigna- 
tion. The" physicians" Were apprehensive that 
she might endure this terrible trial a longer time ; 
liut, God be tlianked, she was released sooner 
than they expected. Amidst all the violence of 
most severe pains, her understanding remained 
unclottded to the. last moment when she expired, 
in an act of devotion, without one convulsive 
struggle. The poor young man writes in the 
deepest affliction ; speaka of her character, id 
general, in the highest terms ; and expresses the 
utmost gratitude of his own particular obligations 
to her, for the care she had taken in fanning hii 
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prraciplesj and the constant reaouree be foand ia 
ber affection and {riendship. Very highly to his 
honor, it appears, by his letter, that he tried 
every method of alleviating her suflferings ; and, 
dttring the whole time of her ilhieffi, he attended 
ber so constantly, as scarcely ever to quit her 
chamber day or night He desires me to let yoa 
know of Madame de BInm's death, and to pre- 
sent his respectful compliments to yon. 

Mrs. Scott and Miss Arnold drank tea here one 
day last vreek : 1 met William Boscawen yester- 
day, who gave me but an indi^rent account of 
his mother's health. She has had the rhenma- 
tism very badly, but is something b^ter. I did 
not know of her being in town ; but will call on 
her as soon as I can. Lady Edgecumbe was here 
last night, and told me that the young Duchess 
of B. has dined with the Dowager, and that she 
is to figure in her Grace's jewels on the birth- 
day. 1 was heartily glad to heap rf their being 
on such comfortable terms. The Duke of Graf- 
ton, since bis resigiution. has made a speech in 
the House of Lords, explaining the reason o{ it : 
that it was not, as it had been represented, from 
any dielike to business, but from a persuasion 
that there was only one person enable of extri- 
cating the nation from its difficulties : that, wtien- 
ever that peraou should be in office he would be 
very 
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Tery .ivilling to serve either with or nnder liim,:. 
ou restei, hi» GrqiiC^; expressed great, eeteem for 
many of tbe present miaiatiy. Bnt, peiiiaps, i 
wi telliog; yoa what yon may hear much better. 
U^Ba other, accwnts. 

Mrs. and Miss Bowes were here yesterday,- 
and exprest great pleasure ia your being i/a their 
ndghbourhood. 

.. I.hope Lshidl. bear from you before. I leave 
Lambeth. The Arehbisbop ia to letum about 
the 9thor 10th of June ; andipxopoae to Mt oufc 
for Deal, tu^o or, at iaftbest^ tbre« days after.. 
Adieu, my .de«r, friend. 

I had just. Blushed my litiat when.yoim.az* 
i^red, which gair^ me tbe joy.of; knowing- that 
you had tolerably well recovered the fatigue ofi 
your j.9Urney> andfoiffld-Do vnorse efled: from it 
than fati^e. An achia^head'Ooakes nie,:at tfiis 
minute, very sensibly feel the inconvenience of 
your, situatioB,- But, by this, time,. I hopt^, the. 
noise.of the hammer is rquietly reposing- itself in 
your baize door, and leaves yon- unmolested. U 
ia easier to excludea disagreeable object from the 
eyes than the eara *, ao, I think, the proq>ect a 
less grievance. Tbe imagination finds much leu 

* Thii is cantnry, however, to the Latin Poet's opinion : 

" Sequias irritant aninios transmisu per «tues, 

Quan qua lunt oculit lubnisM fidelibiu." 

oppo- 
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opposi^oti from tiie one Ktise, in transfonnlng 
the rude, elements of wealth in a coal mine, into 
the blesBings of beneficence, and the beauties of 
art, than it would from the other^ if it attempted 
to convert the noiie of half a dozen hammers into 
aa«rat(H*io. 

These is nothing in your description of Ybrk-' 
Minster which interests me, but ^ur wiping' 
tiiat I had been yotir companion Uiere. Indeed 
you owed me soJch a reeompence for annihilating^ 
aU my cariosity to see it,' which was before so very ' 
livdy. - I always consider the subtirae' as th^cha-' 
mcteristic of Gothic architecture, and ^ery at^' 
toopt at «l^mnee and beauty as mer^ fbppery; as 
HnsaitaUe ' ai diildish ornaments on a gigantic^ 
balki*. 

' Mn. and -Miwl^ailbot desire tfaei«coftip1imi6nt9 
to you ; once more, my^ear friend^ adi&u. 

* Mn. Carter afterward hw York Minifer, and vaa 
iiuppoJatcA. Sbstfaeii^bt it' toe vide 'In proportion toil* 
l^gtl),.ukGotluc:buiUiiig$ju4-itpM Aeifbri* pnfeiMtl 
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I^TTER LXXXVL 

D«ftl, June 29, 176$. 

I AH heartily glad, my dear friend, that- 
yott had health enough to carry ycm' through the 
ennid of 6 race-wedt, which, however, musthave^ 
been the less grievance, ae, foy your acconilt ofi 
yourself, you have not at {ireaent the vi^ro^ 
health titat gives spirit to solitude. Thero is « 
kind of middle state in which one is neither vn&. 
enough to bear intense implication, nor ill enougfe 
to Deed the indulgence of absolute repose ; and, 
in that cas^, a jumble of mixed comp&ny, wher» 
a more select society is not to be had, is the vaott 
•upportable : pleasant, I should Uiink, it never 
could be, «xcept by the reflection that it is in 
•ome situations proper, as it is in yours to avoid 
cnyappearance of contempt of those among whom 
you are at present obliged to reside. 

To consider human creatures as acting merely 
by their natural propeusilies, unrestrained by any 
tbing, but external farms and arbitrary rules of 
behaviour, I think, it may be questioned whether 
persons in high rank (taking' your sense of tht 
expression) ace so much better tbw the vulgar as 

you 
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yon inppoie. Are your 6wini4h NorjUiiiBBli^ns, 
whoetufffoursolid meali,itntlgufuWfQt}rqtif:Bts of 
ale in a day, more brulal iii theip-pfea^nrc^ than 
Ibe set of fine gentleoieD vibo. kUaod. tb^grtasy 
cook for makiag a soap to tboiropKarcw iatte* ! 
Does <be nm»>of goniw, ai*l' liMHitiiril. a»4<po- 
lite'ad(ioeis,;rMe'aJiove-tM>utal [^fiseure^jiiolrarfluiR 
the roaring, ill-bred squim, :\fb^ai boitb joqRally 
aucivfioe to mere^- appetite^ ; 4b* . ;iiniMMQti<e and 
pMOeofJSMDe poororedulftui u«liBpp;ngirl(l:{riie 
feK'snA- hyenamre just BSiMuch ifar^a «« the 
bear and tim lioni; aod ai-e more htiffifst Jvl*:^rO' 
pf^kin n<tlieiriHUchifif iBnoredbgitiacMi. :,The 
greatest .differenoebotwccn lhe.8ewi^> ctlf^swy 
wems'toans^in^catos-vrherffiH/trigbt .pisnciylt is 
equaJlythe guide'; and"herertiiQW]^grii^wiU 
•lwb[i'& prD[A)rUort'to tbe - adranta^cs: of iil^lec- 
Isal improveoMnt And eNtesnalicirQUiiiHUiQcea, 
an^tlie'chaTaclsr iVbieh 4a:pla<<ad ic&a&rorabla 
asituationj vt ill be adorned with thai' refinement 
-wliicli is ttic highest proof of 'internal' dignity; 
It arises from the perpetual effort of ft noble mind 
stnig^ling..a^tn«t Imnan-iiiiirDitity, and eodea-i 
vouring, a« lar as pouible, to pwnfy evai;y vMue 
fiYim that mixttirfr of imperlbcti«in,-'ifhseli lit re- 

• Tlie F,»litor is tmable to throw «iy Kglrt sgitB thi» 
amusing iiiK'cdute iulW rccwds of epicuFfsni. ' 

ceivcs 
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eah/es from folly and from pafsion, Bftd to polish 
it into the highest beauty and grace *. 

I una sorry to And you were disappointed of 
your excursion, which woutd have been so agree- 
aUe a relaxation to the fatigues of business, and 
the di^II engagementa of uniutereiting society. 

' W« have had the same unsurameriike weather 
hdrc aa it is with you. 

' i hq>e Mrs. Scott iras well whrai yoa heard 
from her. Sir G. EUisoo-f^ is in high reputation 
among our reading people here. My n^bew, 
MoDbigti, is well ; but I believe I am at pr>^ent 
in very bhd od<wr with him, as he is violently 
affronted that I did not bring him a book fronl 
London, as well as his brothers, which migiitily 
hurts his dignity, though the monkey can a» yet 
«nly spell. 1 know not whether. I told, ym in* 
my last that the Archbishop has been so good as 
to give Mr. Pennington a liviug ; what, he must 

• Mrs. Carter's posititm seems i(n dent ably true. Where 
conduct is influenced by the same undeiialing religious prir,-- 
?iple, the only diffcrRnce can be in manners, hot in tlio 
degree of virtue. But she was very far removed fj^>m tlic 
'^ vulgar notion, that tirtue and religion arc confirted lo llic 
- niddb dass of society, and (bat the higher ranks ure uni- 
vcrstrlly plunged in dissipation and proflig.^cy. Her own 
experience, as well ai good sense, led her to form a very con- 
trary opinion. 

t A novel, by Mn. Scott. 

TOL. I. X quit 
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quit fur. it here, will prevent its increasing^ iii* 
irtcome, except in a small degree ; but it is an. 
establishment, and he and my sister are very 
happy in it, and consequently so aro I, as it wa* 
what, tfaey had set their hearts on. The flnish- 
ing this atlair has been delayed bythe difficulty 
of getting a chapiainship, for which many fruit- 
less attempts have been made. It seems if he 
could have soccecdedj it ^muat have been st the^ 
cxpence of' tea ar tveenty gaincns. Would «ne-# 
inspeculation^ cfHiceive-ehat penona of noble 
lurtli, high rmk, aqd liberd education, sbouldi 
be so contemptibly dirty f However, I hope; 
Air. P. will obtain a chaplain^p fixun, one who 
does not dnve a totde by selling it **. I sboultt 
have tried the interest of some of my fi-ieedg, i£ 
I had been in town, bnt, in the gencnU <disper'> 
sion, it is difficnlt to get at any body. 

Indeed, i had not the least idea of being^-angFj^ 
at your wishing yowself at Almaek's or So)|o, 
for it certainly is not to me, that yoa or.jany:.ontr 
else is.acccmntable for any degree of tim^'.'Or: atr: 
tention which they think proper to bestow on 

• The censure here conveyed roust ccnainty be jasi, if llie 
disgraecful practice alluiicil tu does, vi ever did, exi*!. Mrs. 
Cftrter's brotbei^iii-Iavr, did, ai ti)ie hopud he would, receiva 
a rhaplaiuship Yrom a Prelate, equally disliiiguished by bi« 
nrik, piety, lal cuts, and learning — ^Archbikbup Seeker. 

such 
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such assemWtea. Forgive me, my deaf friend, 
if the tenderest cdncei-n for your virtue and hap- 
piness, joined tt> a persuasion, that such superior 
Udents and advantages, demanded a mOst vratch- 
fiil attention to every step you take, tempted me 
just to offer it as a subject for your £onsidet4tidil, 
how fiw your very frequent appearance might b6 
l^ght, in mixed assemblies^ and your example an 
Micouragement to the general dissipation of the 
world. But my judgment of the mischievous 
eSects of this kind of life^ may Very probably be 
WPong, and beyond a hint I very seldom proceed. 
I have too much business in endeavouring to 
correct my own Wrong dispositions, and to reform 
the fettlts and follies, which I feel rising every 
hour, to allow me to indulge the vanity of think- 
ing I hare any right to dictate to others, and 
least of all to those who have distinguished 
poWersr-Of ju{!^ing for themselves *. 
> 1 brieve you will find it difficult to make out 
this s<tBWl, as I haVe been let blood in the midst 
<tf i-it; bet was wiHing to finish it, as I was pre- 

• How juntty does our excellent Liturgy includg in Am 
same deprecation, " the world, the tles}i, and the devil IV 
How iifBcult does it appear to be for those «rho live in tlio 
World to ktep themsdvtt mspottti from it, ihoujh, like th« 
distinguished character to whom these Letters were ad- 
dr^lKd, they escape litepoUutions of UieSwkand the devil I 

x% Vented 
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vented by company, which dined with na, fron* 
Writing yesterday. TTie heat of the room ha» 
given me the headach, so that I raHstUettre'to- 
my pillcw, when I have subscribed myself, ' ' 
My dear friend, &c. 



LETTER LXXXyU. , , .. 

Dial, /a/^ 12, 1766^ 

I AM greatly obliged (o'yoii, my '3eaf 
friend, for so kindly interesting yourself, about 
Mr. Penningtoiv's scarf; but- I meartt to fiaTw 
told you;' whether I did or not, thathe had'got 
one, -from the Archbishop. R was Hot conve- 
nient to his Grace, but he was so' good to do lt> 
rather tiian Mr. Pennington should buy a chap^ 
lainship, afler he had in vain trie^ to get one 
Any other way. As improbable aa it is, that any 
right honorable personage should be so' very litUej 
it is an undoubted fact ; the price is from twelrt 
, to sixteen or twenty guineas. The practite, I 
hope and believe, is far from'being universal, but 
it certainly is too common. After all, it is na 
great subject of wonder when one considers th« 
iivei of many people of high rank. Luxury and 
jTxtra- 
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'CXtraTagancc must ever be rapacious and dirty. 
It is 'Certainly' not . more scandalous for a noble- 
.foan to sell his .privileges, than to cheat his 
tradesmen^ by running in debt> and it is less 
unjust. 

I r^oice ta hearyour health is npon the whole 
90 well ; God grant it may continue so, particu- 
larly while you are at such a distance from your 
friends, and surrounded by such a neighbour- 
hood as you describe. I am g'lad that you spend 
so much time in your poit-cliaise. In tolerable 
headth, the mere views of nature, and the me- 
chanical effect of air and sunshine, will raise a 
<fi{iirit.of cheerfulness, and soothe the mind into 
a composure of Lttougbt, which, for some time; 
«t 1ea«t, will, ia good degree, compensate the 
want of agreeable society. I.heartily coogratu.- 
Jate you botb on the pomer «nd the incKnatioa 
■of bestewing the moans, of health and subsistence 
io wretchedness and want You bave certainly 
good Teason. to console ycHiraelf in your presenf 
-sitHation, for the^raeaceof some pleasures ui/tteA 
jwnsA.tn tk£ usijfg, while yoB can procure such 
u in^mediately receive the stamp- of eternity. 
; You are very good to take me sometimes with 
you in your post-chaise ; you would be much in 
the right, however, Co tifm me out intp the 
faidde ^ the foad. If your imagination did not 
render 
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Tf^dei «• # nifw egTc<«ble coippanhH) &aii I 
shoiU4 be in reality, if I was with you at p^e-r 
8<Bpt.r paving a sltgbt ferer. my, tm^.btkP^n 
fO()t]^ng, andt as ^ as she decfSQtly cmM, oh^- 
iBg, lia&^us( been lavi^ing a world Df fjoqaliQOf] 
taperftuadQme to haye a doctor^ but I beibewe, 
by mB^ patience, it v'lA go off, in a few ^la^. 
of itself. Indeed, I am quite weary of the inbfiirT 
CBcy >a^ .^^icioesd My father ^ndmy 4unt 4re 
gOHdi (o my krotfifT'Si v^ber^p I was ,not imH 
^nougb toaccootpany.thenv aad.I h(^to'.gn>wt 
the betleTj by sitting in ^bsolttt^ solitude |H)4. 
siieaces for it iq extcenely painful, jfor me to, 
flpeaH, and if %ny,b^y was with^me, IjBboii]4 
pd^'think myaelf at liberty tq be Bitepti ..>-■•, a- 
.You won4^ bow yotthftfC^cquifl^d-si* V^ 
Jcrtoffiedge i and I h^wvf> «very bfidy^^ek* 'hhwI 
woflder> tbftt win^ern^ted. bytiieaTpotiitipn»i€^ 
(be w^ridi. y^u should, bftveiacqwredise m^l^ 
mote .tiu^n vwft r.e^]»9e ptud9pt9 WfluJId. ^uf!^ 
gaised by 'yean of u^remitliog-Mourin a spU? 
iary 0^. £)KteDsive. asyoiicikiiiwiMidReJs, fapii^ 
ever, I ktipw iHit whether U oiight not fa«Te'be<9| 
still -jpoie BO, if ^ bad co^ yo«i jDBfffe paiw 
^People lare iJ^iays Bug)i.ty apt to defer wjiat &ct 
^eel tbe^-haye a power of .^ffipctiDg wh^neve^ 
tlieyplf-aa^, just a^cP^^^ of .slow animal m^ 
^0Ds,^are, I believcj generally b>0W Vj^i-. to h* 
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yiad^ for any ■appointment tltsiii ttiie RVelyan^ . 
-qn'tcli.-' ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ -"■■■'■ ■ ■•■ 

• I hbd a letter laal night, from ourSylph, who 
Iflments not 'having; heard irom you. Sbeisftf^' 
Aiitrcd to bathe^ and as she never does any 4hiag 
JtT'a plain, practical, wtgar way, her imagitift-' 
iion is raieing- an Americas hut on the banks of' 
jtbeLiffey: 

I kttow not whether I toW you, ftat siticfi I 
came home, I had reed all the Prefiices- prefixed' 
ib Johnson's Sfiakespearj nod that, wifli iiB the 
aboee against him, n<A one of them appeared to 
rae, in point of composition, in any degree equal 
4o bis own. 1 dd nof/'by'&ny tn^ns, intend by 
lhi8 to exprest'thAt I tliji^ he' is always fjgllt^itt 
vrliat fft eay« ef 1^ authdl:. - In this article, 4ie, 
like thei^est^'of tJie comt^etitatoi^, teppi^r^tobe 
«ery d^eclTf e, and- <JoBsequcntly *' 'fe* itUeg^'tt 
tiM reservdiuvy ^\f • yoii pursSe- yttar siehem^ 
Ppay did yoii catry Mr. Hiirtis's wo^ks iwta Ndr- 
thumberibdd'wittijou? If ydH did; I wiH raftje 
you<o apageifhich gitee^-a-tum to-a t>aB6egeni 
'Ai^MOde abMit tn^9dy> M- which I'^fbtnk- yoa 
V(4ttbe aitfprized; «t least { wafr, when I read fc 
But as at ftis present writing, 1 tiAderatandinei- 
ther €h«k, nor Aristode, nor Mr." Harris, «er 
myself, I will not venture to tty say thitigmtvei 
About my (rf them. 
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. I cftpQgMtiflatfr you oil the aettv piiM|i«ci 61? - 
bem^ repaid for all the extpenc^aAd'trouUe'of^ 
ytnu* coal-mine, may you ifi«et wilttttt^ ibllMt^ 
pupoess, aatl evecy other meatis of hapfwwBf 

My deei: faernl> ^ ^ 



;, , , , JL^TTER LXXXVIU. 

' ' - . ' ■ . Heat, Aagjist li, i76S. 

. - :^ , : I wiui tluak yw, my, .dwr ft^ij, ftw 
yooB. letter^ on this t»de tbe Tw«e«L, W ^9en4ct^ 
tbaL^wiack yxm give rot^.^opwof.rfic^iviijg^ff^iP 
tb£'4QUier' 1 wn giad jtou liaveMiodiejrt^kien «ii 
^pcira^raiiwbich. will give. M»e yoHfi^ to-^ie 
uaiioEiD Ji£e which you imye hithefto had the 
«nnuDer. . Yov would, 1 ,«oi pmrm^e^ fihd a 
RiBduiti relief meraly firom (he free fxeociee.of. 
;^ui^ui) ideas. ivhidi have so loag: been stiffon 
cBtcxlV'^'>^'*^>c-*>ivof a coal<inine, «venit tfijropt 
fvere.to taeft with n(> exteniAl objeCt.-af enrioailiy'; 
b»t(probaUy-ycni vrill meet with many. Icm^ 
gpxLtolirfieyoa,: (>ii JJie vtet^ of a new country, jbs 
of all objects, natural scenes qiost strongly affect 
the in;agiiiation. Next to thes^ Uolyrood Abb^ 
will. 
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poBvcuifi^e!) of life, 1 thii|k> ypu ar&not U^Mly 
to be much edified, by what you will meet mth . 
there. For thoi^ (heconveoiences of life are 
mighty good things to feel, they make no great 
figure in _ the eye of a traveller. It.is.pity tlwt 
your time ia so limited as not to allow you to 
ascend the heights of windy Morven^ and trace 
the antiquities of Ossian. But the solid concerns 
of a^ coal-mine, are a grievous dead-weight on 
the flights of fancy. 

-"I atD obliged to you for yo«l' politioal inteni- 
^nce, I had heard something of th9^routf/sn>: 
among the gi^t men, but with less exaiotneHi 
thttn you r^attt it. Many axe the advantages of 
unanibitioas life ; AfAong ^e rastj it is surely yery 
bappy to b6 plttted in aisMnatioa where private 
fri^id^ip is'lit nq dasgar of b^ng aacrifioed to 
public measures;, of public utility to privateaUach- 
monta. I am. very sorry to find that Lord L.* is 
fiKcluded from that share hi- tiae sdmiQiidration to 
w'hieh. bis ^abilities and his probity give him so 
.just a title. But wh^lwr 'the present arrapgch 

iwqt'is, ia; all respects, what night b* m^ed w 

<, * Probably LytteKoD, 
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itt», it in to be hojKd things we 'at lut seitloAi- 
foT, surely, the GhiftiKg Mid flneMain state ^ 
otHT coimcUB, &r' Boiae titne {HWt,naiHt bavebeCD 
of most miscbierotis oonMqiience to tl« n(itiott«l 
dj^irs. - ■---■; ■': 

But, leaving^waflkinof {be tutlkm'to tbow 
ufitkicky people who arc to amrtrei* fef.tftfelftiji'r 
iMve a piece ofTpuAwtt bistiory 4o i%late> wlij^ 
yon will be glad to hear. MiatiXSiapoatt ^^eeii 
is, or flbortly 'will be, Mr8;:Boyd. She commis- 
sioned me to inform you of this events sever^ 
days ago, but your Ediabuigh .expeditifiii pre- 
vented my writing, and pivbably your first iq- 
ffHTOatiMi may be from tbe newspapers. Mr. 
Boyd's mother appeare very welT satisfiecl with 
his ^Aeiw, and i*cly Camden ban writ «, ¥«y 
cftiliging; letter to Miss Cb^one on the occasion, 
- t1i«f« b««n Ibr «6me Myi Ht i4ipe)cUsiioa oi 
i«c«itjng ^ letter fl«m ^dit'OM^ 9^tfitnd; %«t 
ii iihdt y^ arrived. * It seems -^foke Wa eg« tmoe- 
J have beard^aoy thin^ ttf you^'btitpeop)!e -wlnl 
reitmin fixt to a spot, are Apt to HiMmre 4itK&%^' 
tt ve^dlfferent standard Cronf that T)ihfeti^dTer«» 
the motiontt Dilheir friends, wbb are burryifl* 
tfartfugb a t^ety ftf new fleets. If yoti k^& 
to your in4enti6D-of Mayng oftly a iwei^,-^4ftf 
jnivt by tlus time, be en ydor foad to Denton^ 
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sas 

«» if 1 do'Boiihnr fvom yaa tO'idgtit, I wiB' 

. i;lktM8 tlw wUaeQt-litnrA that Jfc Boyd ww 
nkMiwd yerteftky ; ^Mrf 6«nc «>ep£a<. No letr 
(cr from ytm to-nigfat ; so I live in hopes that 
tbi9>ne!(t I.hftv«iwB yoD, will faring an accowt 
i3faiyifa-afe>^^m^«A«t£a and weU, ^ulDolt«» 
vniph fatted bjr your g»cBp»B«. Adieu, njr 
#wfrie»d. Ifcm, 

... TounoMtobli^edi^ 



LETTER tXXXiX. ; 

D«fl, ft^mSw 1, i WS/ ■ ■ 

linend, la eif ec^alien ^ b^seing Untyottwcr* 
mMy Bud w^ ucihiwo^. Ui Deqtton. At tmt^ I 
tiuidc you ^Ul he ^ .^i^ec by the time -tibis 
Iftter will reach you, *BdJ a«Q. imwilliog.to:dft- 
^y ^y loDgcr Afr a«44m£ you the •enclosed 
^oiQ Jill*. Vas^, whicb.I doUtiii^lQo^.ppat^ in 
the hope of h^^in^ froH^ you, I yrnt to you 
ftbout a f<HtBigbt a^. and 'directed my letter td 
pentpa; 80911 after that, I had the f^vor at 
yQurn, wbicb was dated on yoor vi^ to Gla^ow. 
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I Kjoiced to hear that yoar healltl was improred, 
tmd that you had reooved to iDiacb amusement 
fiwn your travels. 1 -agree vUh you^ that Tea«<m 
and humanity would rejwce to we a coaatry 
«mer|^ng from bai:4)ari8m into aviti^tioB. and 
culture. But yet the spots vbere ike.".:\oioit 
majesty of untamed nature" still appearB. in iti 
yrildset gmndewt must be most striking and 
e0i«8in^ to tbe imagination.' 1 bavie, in s(^h« 
degree, Bccampanied yow travels; as, in my two 
fH- three lost fits of the head-acfa, 1 have beea 
emuaiog mysfilf with reading Qs«ian. _ _ 

1 was extremdy sorry to read in the pap<er% a 
ue1aD4^^y artide from Erest^ti. I fear this 
nnrs will have thrown a, cloud over ttie pleaspjire 
which you have received by your late amusing; 
excursion. The disai^oiDtiiient of expectations 
raised by the early lostre of such a clsiracter, is 
a loss to the world in general ; but what, ' alas ! 
is this kind of disappointment, compared^ith tbe 
private sorrow of poor Lady Margaret Mac- 
donald*. 

I hope Mr. Montagu has no concern in tiie 
terrible e:q^osi(m which has happened in one of 

" W(ilherto SirJ^met UaC'lonjild, to whom tI)U aiticle 
relatei. ftvi young ueu have beep mori: regretted, as thcrp 
have been ver^ few of whota higher expectations' Lave beeii 
formed. .■ ' •- '■• -' /. 

1 I the 
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ttie collieries near Dbrlmm. The ^reulftri ile^ 
structlon of soTnany poor creature*/ isvvery-Bcf^ 
feeting witbotttany particular connection ; batife 
would, I know, be stiH more distressful to yon^ 
fP it had hap[rtned in any pirtof yoor owaitar" 
ritoriea. • ■' 

' Mrs. Vesey does not tell me a^ wwd Aboat 
doming to England ; and I aim feejd it is notio 
dei'tilln a point, as ' we faad lioped h, vnu ;' ythl 
urn, notwithstanding, strongly peMoaded, that 
we shall hare the pleasure of soeiiig'her.' 
• I long to know vvhere you aitej atld how yoir 
Ao, arid hope you will soon give me so(iieiBfor<<i 
matron \vhere my thoughts may loOk f&t y«K 
Iain, / ■■■■■■■'■ 

^ ' ■ My dear friend^ &c. ■■'■ -i 



LETTER XC. 

^' ' DeaI,'S<fpfo)i&T5,'l7Sf. ' 

A THODSAND thanks to you, my daar 

frimtd; in the first place, for living Aie the plea- 

wre of knowing you were tafety returned to 

Denton, 
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tVnteii;! Mkd yofOt htaiik so mitcfiJtiipiroved 1^ 
;ft»w tour; and; in (He hext/ fw Hfo bcconot 
ivdiKtb y&i st-e '86 gfwxl ^tol-gfte ne «f ymf 
Ut^tAa. '■ ■-■ '--■■• - ■ ";■ '■ ' 

: 1 hdnop Lord tiid Lddy Ndrthunb^I^nd '^ 
pMserving the Gothic grandeur of Alnwick Caa-. 
d^ undHninished by the fopperies of modertt' 
{Mletliness.— I cttn ee^ly gueaa h&w yon mast 
hsne beenet/uch with the view of b^veM on ^le^ 
edge of tbe«ea, fiotn t)ie effect such a {nrospecf 
has on my ownmind;, even with t^et^^pertttwity 
ofeeeing it every day^ on thtanafuraUy wildj 
zocky, -«id unfraitfol coast ; vifhich is the more 
sUiUifig'fniin an iptennJxUire of som^ BpotB vvliiclt' 
fettii)i'lA6«rigiiiBt'tevage'a{r. Idonotatd] eayy 
ytfttt lodging in ^Jlattzt, Bditiburgh. A high 
hill, vberft cne is soUdiy ftx^ed, ot^i^rrotinded 
by tltt fine air of heaven/ iB>a good-station ; bBt 
the being»ubpe]iAed faeticedn earth /snd "sky, «# 
if one b^An^efl to niaitikeT, and eiKJOted in Mf^t 
ofibrick'Andsto^,' appetts to mt A most fetu-' 
j^ «e/ouf>^Rd I should imagine myself like 
fte-" Old w^nan drawn tip in a basltet^ three 
or foul' leagues' as high at the isoon." 
: V iHieliad'no'otber proof of the Scotch hagpi- 
talityL4h«n.the attention which wan every Wba^ 
bestowed on your aecomotodatiou and amwse' 
tatuU 
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liovrevCr, jMuch to tbeir honor, it is the iiati9Ml^ 
«^act^..~I £t«ft glad you were so \*%Jt enter* 
tained by the conTersation parties at EdiDbVf^w 
Ettit thoug^il have tttt iin»giaabie honor f«r yqur 
pkit9soph€8: et beaux eaprits, yet, .as they earn 
Biere , men aQd women of flash and bloody atut 
such as> in aoGoedegreeor other, one may moefr 
iuull. quarters of t)>e earth,. I am much more in- 
qlisied -to. envy your view Of the relicksof: U10 
OidedMiian HKm^rchs. Indeed, the solemn anti-> 
qpities .of .Hdyrood House, have, long been an 
o^jQQt'Of; curiosity (u rae, and I hare hu»sed.^ 
Hfy SoQtoii *wuj«ainianoe with questions on.Uwt 
4^l:(ject. • None of them ever told mcao miK^.a* 
you ha^-c done ; en^ prcrfwWyj from tbbtcwe- 
IgMRWa-wtti) which people drerioc^ what wvTerjh 
d«y in ^ijeir powv tn see,. Qoae of thara wigbfe 
l^ow 90 niu<di of it as you do. X am Much 
<^^liged. ^ y«tt.for Sit GilJbRt filliatV veoRs 
wl^eh are itM^e^d very fine. I frill tAserve your 
<^fge 9J^t t^;^ tiioagh I am eoray to keep, 
sifclf^n ^ent^rtammeRt entirely to nyadif. I ban 
not seen the Senapns for Youi^ Woqmb *. hvt 
d^fi^oi to <sst tltem, when 1 go to London, «& X 
iy^i a VM'y good chamctcf of theo^ wfaicfa b 
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toabfae^ by (fad tray in «hidi y«tt'ilteMkMf 

UMn.. :' . i :■■.-.'.- 1.. I 

I ktimr tMtbing' partioilar Af toy -Mep^ir 
AfonHgtf, as he is now 'quirt 0ut' 4f nty iMth : 
ivh(^ I kst tfeftrd frofti Mfa. P«tmi«^M(,- W 
eimdr^n Were ^1, I thank Odd, very wiM. I 
sVmld liave b6en very happy «> bare hfluM u 

■good an account dfhep«ff.' 

' •'^. ITffncy you may have my bodfc at any rf" tt»# 
booksellers^ ho^vivw certetrfy a*^Mr. RWhjf* 
ton's. 

-' Mrs. Boyd, lam persuafled, will be very «l»(»py 
•ih- reccivins; yoar congraliiktions. f hftve>:StoB 
but tittle of her, oi- indee«l of any lK)4y flbe, u 
Cnrthegreatest part-of'thift.aliiBmer i have Men 
in a state of health which has rendered cm*^uy 

'Id piiitfal dnd feti^ing- 1» »e, ttiitt I tiMre kept 

• ni)%etf ft« ^etrt aftd quiet at; pjMMUt. 

The e^etety 6f '£diiibDrgh -dJAnW'gfiecmio- 
noari'BS I fiHi pcMuaded they conaidoied their 
toasting me as a compliment to you. 
' I sent yoB my condolence on the death of Sir 
James Macdonald when I last wrote. I 6nd w< 
both agree in having po6r Lady Mai^^et firrt 
in bur thoughts on' this melancholy occasion. 
Her loss is sure and determinate : the puUie 
loses only expectations., Great as were the ta- 
lents of this extraol^ltiiary youn^ mao^ and &ir 
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«i:)me tbe pronises of his opeiuii^ diaracttfr, 
n<Hie but He who looks through all the ponibk! 
tfveato of every ttage.of otir ejistence, can tell 
hjMT .fiu* the peatUeDtial air of the world m^f 
baire Uaated.fdl thoee early hopes of distinguished 
BferU- But t]ie feelings of a parent for the loss 
, 9Si9 iMiful and aff^cikwate child, do not depend 
M contingences, nof d^a be stifled by that ya- 
: mty-jof. other <^e^ which auccetsiyely esgage 
t))[9iatt^pjH09.of tJto.pufajUc eye. ., . 

' I will dehver your kind compliments to Mrs.' 
dwletdowp ,' the has been sac^y harassed lately 
by Jim; letn^fw Mrs. Primrose, who hasha^ a 
tvmith fttsorder whif:l| for some time n^iade her 
V*ry.'>)l; but I hc^ isno?r pretty well ^afb-^ 

'•■ I titaMI W very.'glftd to. ac^omirany you jw ypw 
progrew throngh tbe HighUtndSj whenever, jiou 
«»«t UHHttoigtve.me that ple^re» 

.^-- ■■ : : I ami ray iW friend, ^ 
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' 1 ilkAobD have thanked yoii«ocmcnr 6x 
janlett^, mjitat fricttdj; buti'Wally co«U n<tt 
gctuteinirK bslf hour aU day yettenlsy, n».Vfp 
were:to have, aliottt fifteen peo)^ t»'^ii»«'> aa^ 
titnong the rest Mn. P^nningten^ wh«ai I bvf* 
ttht'sem bdwe die left 4iu» omntrft fnd wbv 
can make bot a wry shwrt 9^- wMb Wf» «ft ahf 
l^^oor Meritagu HI with an AgH«>'<Uie'MC»nd 
tvbititi tffc'hair'hQd sincie tbfeir bein^ sti^nnUai 
^attempted 4a write yesterday whUoMn. R 
-:4iW3eiit, ^Mgt my iiead 'ms- M VO'J bad % ttte 
heudnd dhv of Monday, that 1 «ih. obltgK4.to 
oamey iitta^a'plimi^ The PcMMgitoM hlive 
jmtJeftn^' flatdlmndeCemtDjed t>«t toJbMrt^ 
poit to-day; for tiie same reaaon whi(^ kindj^ 
occasi<raed yovr notdeferrii^ yottr Jtetldi^.tft mfW 

I hearlily congratulate yon on the)Hn^cnttr 
itate of your colliery. If its aaccesB bad no better 
end than merely to make you richer, it would bo, 
gcarcely worth the fatigues whtc^ it has cost 
you, and the money might, be just as well, under 
rAe eailb> a»4»i itssor^ee; bpt ^w hajre .^uch 
2 powen 
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{k>w«rt of applying it in a manner to make yob 
happier, that I hope it will amply repay you for 
all the pains irhich you h^^ bestowed to acquire 
it. I am sorry there is so much reason againat 
yoar having au entire confidence in ■"- — -. 

' It is unpleasant to have transactions with people 
im- wfio»ediflht>nesty tfrimpndaiwifeii necessary 
(o'lteefi'a -constamt* gueM; ia4>nideiH98:;iii4ieil 
fe'tod softAA -expression.' for ^hecanAioiiiif^'fdeDj 
^ vrho^e tixtravagancs: T«iu thera, i» diihti.-iwul 
%n indul^ee of >n^e vtdii^, at! thft biifard^c^ 
^e- ]^t«ftea<y of> others,;; is mtare mtiiChieycNUc^ 
%oeie^ thaf!t*r(^bing^the\b%hjvay.: r.-.^ 

' I am .eaLtrjMtely ^lad to find that :our^S)^|l 
has coi^rteed the hope of^bot cooung to fiji^n^. 
taiff ttM they- hxft kxxt ^etr honde ttoi vnebottjr 
tit otfter. - If theM^ interlopers -;do .3xit eFaoawte 
Ihe^elUngbefoife^e coine t6 town, I.thinkit 
wtH be'att adnrtrii^ expedient'ta seAA' n^ vgvn- 

^fetfef^ari ittXTlar^-iCreet .ffiHi >k twxli «Qd la 
•%IKtom to ej«c(itii«tnr, W'Mt iiuch* an «pparMis, 
•ll« woatd be the yety spectre that raised: «cb a 

^duitflnM^ poor Djoa *v :;} . : 

i-.^-.-;-! ■>-• \- , ■ . ■ . ..■,-;. :;■ SsVpiHl 

time before his (]«atli, anil while Catlippiu frtf conspirii^ 
a|ailisttiiiii, as Dion wai sitting alune iu s^lleij? in his own 
h6use, Wure tlie «l«t« of day, he %\)Hetiif btud b grv«t 
■ ^ ' „ : T 2 noise. 
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. Sererd others boidei Mn. Best faiiTo been 
iKOci^ted in this eoQtitry. Amoo^ . the rQ«t 
Lady Twynlen, who, it is Kiid> ia ^Mve thxel^ 
seorej and rode about in her cMriot a> if aottiiag 
bad atied her ; and indeed I , do oot fipd abjs 
thing does ail the people under Mr. Sutton'^ 
am, «i flood as the diBtempa' appean, aadb^ti, 
Utile befiuc. ¥etfn you Btate-of health. I «h«i»H 
have a tiwiu^pd tetrors. 3ut this point, if yom 
iBwe'i!ca% any'thMBght-aboat il^ we irHldiHclua 
vhen-iM meet Adieu/ivsr idffar finnd. ■• . , . .,-, 



LETTER XCII. ' 

'' " Deal', i>«flB*fHl, 176tf. ' 

iiRjuoKci^ my d«aE friwd. tiwt,,yp)H4 
idiaDnkT •■ wt^lligofte oC and tiofw the,^, ^)t; 

noise, and uw at the end of the room a glgnntif; woman, 
like one of the furies as exhibited on theGrcciaiithtAtm, 
sweefiing ibe bouse «ntb a btoon- He fcas lo terrified ih*v 
he sent for bis friends, and requested them to stay with biiR 
all night, but the spectre appeared no more. Ho«pTeT,.his 
Ml) toon threw hinuelf oat of a window, and died ; be bim- 
self WHS murdered, and his wife aiid cister put into prison; 
■0 that the houie was iwept dean froM its iohabilaats. 

tforcise 
S 
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exercise of a journey, which you have the meam 
«€ inaking' aM moderate as you please, -will remove 
Any remaining languor from your last attack. 
Mrs. Scott told me that you found the hurry ia 
^hich you bevelled from liondon had been hurt* 
ftit'to your health. I hope, you Trill avoid the' 
ABQie precipitation in your return. Happily in- 
deed the shortness of the daya^ and the absence 
tff 4he moon, will scarcely allow you to drive such. 
immoderately long stages. 

I know not in what blundering way I expressed 
myself, to make yoii think I proposed to be in 
town befin^ Christmas, which I certainly never 
did propose- I hope to be there pretty soon in 
January,.-if Ido. not pass some days at Lambeth 
in my way. This I shall not do, unless Miss 
Talbot particularly, chnsea that I should, as the 
state of my health renders it very uncomfortable 
to me to, think of being any where but at home. 
I have no disorders, I thank God, but what may. 
be supported very quietly and cheerfully in soli- 
tude and silence, but they becoipe grievtms when-; 
ever they give trouble, and interfere with my 
engagements lo oljiers^ or oblige an aching head 
to an ' exertion .^tvhich i» inexpressibly painful tOr 
myself. 

Mr. Hume does not seem intitled to much coin- 
passion from the attacks of scribblers, which he 

has. 
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]}iu incurred by scribliling bnnself^ si hia part in 
ihe dispute seems as liule td fiis honoar as that of 
his antagonist. Such kinds of public controversy 
)j^tween' people who have called themseWes 
friends, appear to nve of' most pernicious teh- 
depcy, and, if a usual practice, would so weaken 
"all confideiice between human creatures, that 
,pepple would'tbink they acted wisely iri 8hutlin|; 
themselyes^yp iii tfieir aeparate'lioles, and avoid- 
ing all such intimatecutinecUons as would, iipon 
any. disagreement, expose them to have allfheu: 
/transactions, and all their faulty atid weaknessa, 
^puViished in full glare to the world. If one parfy 
„is m any remarkably unreasonable degree tn ihe 
■wrong", it must usually proceed from such a' dis- 
^ptlgHinn of character, that the other will stiincl in 
good measure acquitted to the world, witiiout 
■ attempting a viiidiCiJion by the Wretched tn'can- 
ness, to say ho worse, df ptlblishihg iransacti^Ons 
, apd conversations "ffhichpfissed in the uti^uardgd 
'- boors of mi^ual coofidepce* -Atejl ercitts, if peo- 
ple have' been'so 'unfortunate as to make* wrong 
Aolce, the'y litf^ht to'isnbmif silently to (he w>n- 
sequeiiCes bf tlieir own iniprudericfe, f6r''ffe*f '&re 
, fp (pycK (ftfci^tyjed by otbersj as by ' tWe false ic- 
..|ireseDl«ijiaii»,wbichjtheir own jirejudices and 
^^ctionB impose on thecDsehras. 

_■ /' ^ ■'"■'■'■" '■'-' '"'• '•'•-■- ■■■'■■■■' '■•■ ■■ ■ ■'■■■-' "TThe 
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The sarafe f and capricious taruqf Rousseav't 
ipind was too stroti^ty marked for' any Imp^rtiiei 
observer to "he 90 far mistaken as to think he coUt^ 
be a friend. None can be truly such, but upoo 
the. basis of those eterna) principles which forib 
a friendship between the human mind aind that 
lupreme object to which its Brst attention i& due, 
and from which it derives the onl^ sore fouada- 
tioQ, on which ait the subordinate relations cab 
be formed with safety, and supported with ho- 
nour. 

I hear the great world is in a fearful bustle, 
and as unsettled as ever. In. such case it ii% 
great comfort to think that one belongs to til? 
little : not but the little world has ltd agitalidnt 
loo -f . , 

Adi^if 

. fnou bt]ii«U bv.tdnvA) v^ powerfully thai fret.'dum from 

all rcligiuus ftrjd mur^ reiirai^i. which wus u> strikiug a Tea- 

" tiireutiiis diameter. The cousi'ijlieiice ot ihis wu,'that'h« 

liad'no Btvadjr fixpttpriociitlv, «uda«libt:<>miao«tlly.adt^d 

jVfnmi'iBucawof piifupnqiilj'tipeiUn' hmmvui^ wtMuitu.W«M 

. -jstig U)Min bisi aUacbfiKut irutn one.[BMiai:e Xo. Wfuthuii 'Chaf 

.. vhich.inakes hit wriiings wtjIaRgenmii fq \QUag pvaoot it, 

that be is perpetually lalking of virtue, ariti praciiiiiig vice; 

that he repre»etiU his chamcier'und pWiidprts u pure, While 

Ills Conduct was degradiid by brvtal tenuitibtyf and^Urd* 

hearted licentiousnet*. . - ^ 

+ Yet these seem lo have been of little intenuptiou to 

. .har hapjiiocM^ if «• may judge by tha sttachiaeiit whicli 
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Adieuj my dear friend. 'I hope yi>ur tiest trtj 

(er \fill give he the pleasnre of a certain- account . 

■when you propose to get nearer i^ithift tbe ; 

reach of ' ' , 

Tour most obl)g;ed, &ci 



Ii.ETTER XCIU. 

f. ■■■ ■ I, 

, „ pcal, pecemler 27, 1765, ' 

" ' Araosi^sitoi)ijourneytomydear;&iee«t[ 
aodWliafppy meeting to as both. I am extremely . 
glad to find you propose travelling in the spirit 
of Rwderation, and in such a way; Ibopo, it may. 
rather dd you good than hurt, nod remove your 
head-ttelk, ' which being a- mere in^Mvtinent !»• 
truder &mmg the 6ther rifF-n0^'^tancbtitB! of-^a 
coat-raine, I hope may' easily be khiiffled off, taxi 
left behind you. Mine being a yi^e-fdlow fot ■ 
better fior worse, wiU pixtbably accompany .rae... 

Mn, ,f^f^te^.{JiTS^s f)^oyi» to the miiiillc rauk snife, uhich 
sbe,tl)pu^h^ the Itast exposed [o templatioii, as well as to 
the casijalties of h'uroitn affairs. Sbp always dwelt with pb-' ' 
.puliar (li^tight on ihc " Becrttitmiter,tlfalkitlusemiiuiilix,'' ■'■ 
u being tLat which led to a happy t'uiurity, by an easy palh 
over the pliMns of lifc, rather tlian biiag aitcniaitly exalted 
pn i^ mouiitniiis, ur sunk in ihc gloom uf its valleys. 
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fitr death its d» part, rl d^ iiM.se<e this ii ai^. 
reaaoa why oAetp should betrpubled >yiUi it; 
but ytl ta ' Miss Talbot does not take cordtELUy to 
my scheme of not stopping' at Lambeth in. my* ^ 
way, I propose to spend a -few days there, but 
hope to be certainly in Clarg^s-street on the 13th 
of January. Mrs. Douglas, I believe, will come 
to town with me, as she proposes to take thfU 
opportunity of paying a visit to Mr. Vere. The 
being chiefly confined to the fire^side for some 
weeks, makes the thought even of so short a 
Journey rather formidable to me, but if my head 
grows irnot« to)erable, I- w31 g«fc-tnto 'the air 
next "w^j and harden inysd!ffor"the week f<)lf- 

lowing;" '' - ■ ■ ]■-'>-. iv,,. 

I am gladio fiadmy opinion of Ibe controvert,. ' 
and of all snoh controversies, ooolirfDedttyyauv^Et; .. 
Besides the-other circumstances which -we jigree: 
so perfectly h) disapproving, ia them oot-soaae" 
thingivery'lndScent, that a character w^iichooght. 
to be treated wi^ the utmost re^pecti should be 
made a kind of party in thr* contemptible squab^ 
ble, and introduced with as little ceremony as the 
most common name, on an occasion tOO', and \*ilK 
circumstances, which many people will think far 
froQL being very hononble. That R.*.^ba]d 
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tim raited i^puisf^tMin foe the >rild notioas of ajgi 
^Itramgaiit befid^.and hfi eatitlfd,l9 thecomnu^ 
proltc^tmof, Uie Ifws, all modenUe and toh^. 
fccfde would think very right ; that under ftny 
it^^tc^essity his waotg ithould be supplied^ i^l Qt 
a truly christiii^n trapar would fi^ ; bat that he 
i^oald jbi9 cefoounended as a sut^ect for the 
r -f — l &vior, whe»i *iic coawde^ hfoi a» the au- 
thor oC^a baflk, vhic^ by iChe te^iinouy even of 
>|Bgr§llt«^t ^dnv>rerqt ^ allowed the quMt calcor 
)f^4 fer the cf mipjttofi of ojianaers of any ot the 
ftind^ perhaps, .that /v^r wm writ, seems wr^f 

won that for some reasop or other it woold be 
gienef^ly thought s^ % 0^ cpnoeirinieat which 
myi «^P«bite4, •^ vihicli > now divqlged. so 
im^ to Ih^ hiwouE^fP tl^ (pfuii^ Gonotrned. 
1 JfaDcy.oocSyjI^lwn.n^tyet V^ Hie aaal 
gEoves aBd,wib:uw'^e palifces at wl^cb she would 
MNit with so m^R^iof .her £eIloi|r-nyaiphfi in her 
vay to ^f^and. I thnifc if jihe had been landed, 
cither from hers^. or t<HQdMxly dse who kpowt 
bv QMUeque^ceto us, we shoidd have had soi^e 
infwmation aboat it. The weather is now vtfy 
BHtdnate, and I hopedu wilt noikwe tlieoppor- 
taitity. 

161. 
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in her Wishes fhrinf setting' out vs yoil can mp^ 
^osft. ' ^is 1 believe would be the case if stfe 
was to see me everyday; but indeed for sonMS 
iitae, by one means or other^ she has seen so littltf^ 
of me, that it is pretty much the same thing whe- 
ther I am at Deal, or in Clarges-street. ' 

' YoQ will probably see by the newspapers that 
Lady Guildfolid died I&st week 6f a l^iinniK-cbo^ 
lick, flftei' a l^w days ilhiess: Mrs. BeA tinit 
Mrs. Scott ari^ pbifectly weH, and had their difl^ 
temper as slightly^ possible: Lady Oxeftderi 
is under preparation by Mr. Sutton. Tdo libi 
find that his patients compbtin of any thing ArioM 
than the c^niily of eatinf ^^te-{>)«-'«4tt^tte 
cnist made (tfflout and vrtter; ■ :•-■'- 

I hope if -yob da hot 'find ^tfting f)l(ig«higf«> 
yon Aftetycfaft' ik^'S'^tMiicy, thtit I 'ihtilK)M» 
frorti you vAife-'ytra'ai* oil tite- road fat Wst 
' that I 'shall IiaLTe''dfe '{ilefisdre 6f hearing as wjtm 
as ^ofl cbnv^fend^ 'i^n/ Hhat you are saft% 
ail-lVediTiHni-'fefrekl ^ou mention setting bttt 
on tifie aayie'hiii^taftfhr'rtie date" of your TwtCT, 
but what that date iS, ^oa&£pt a proftmnd secret, 
''A4ieu,h)j^de)iir!lriencl ■ ■'--■■-.■.■.": 
■' "■'" ■■-"'■ "■'■ -*:■:."' : ;ii«ni>,'Aai".- 
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LETTER XCIV.- ■ 

Tuiistal, June 13, -]76T. ' 

^fy dearest Friend, 

After a mighty quiet sober joamey, 
I arrived last night about eight o'clock. My 
postillions seemed not at all animated by the laud- 
able ambltton of ttieir profession, (tecraser lout 
le monde ; and at I was in no particular hurry/ 
I left them entirely to their own prudent pfo- 
<(!eding8/ whicli, upon (be wholes I beliere; like 
<fther prudent proceedings, was for ray goo^ aa 
the dust was much lew troablesome then £roitf 
fjondbn to Daitfoid; and ^1^ havhtg parted- 
^^ttfa the greatest pleasure of my jonmey, I was- 
obliged to content ijiyself with the |K)or oontfort- 
of an abafem^t of its JQConvenience*. I be|^ 
you had an agrceaWe day at Danson's, «nd that. 
you did not ^leep the worse for thetlatt and' 
stifling which you were so good toundergoiqiti 
nryaccount. 1 havelieen sitting iii die aa* tbjs 
morning- in a very pretty sitnatioi^ for wl)i<ph'|> 
find my^f neither tbe worse nor^ie bitter, ex- '- 
cept fbat I enjoyed it on the account of my sis- - 
ter. I hope 1 sh^dl get a little more comfortable 

tor, 
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for the short ttme I am to remain here, for it 14 
vexatious to .ftnd myself particularly good for 
noUiin^, during the' only vi«t'I hav-e made to 
this place;. I propose to set out from hence on 
Mon^y pioraing; and hope on Tuesday evening 
to be at DM.'.wher^ I sfaaU ippafieijitly long,-for 
the arrival of a letter from yoii. If you should 
bq particularly .^rciedj however, t^ Monday, is 
an early post, do not write, theu^ , and I will not. 
he uneasy if I do. not hear from-you till Wednfa-^ 
day, though 1 shall wish §ot it before^ Alas J. 
ID the long ahs^nce of so many q^tqth^.jt isal^ 
lahailhave to uip^y 4t« jopipoHunity Ihave^ 
lately eajoyed of having you eve^y ,1x0'^ >''"f^1^. 
nay rfafih, I wajhajipy, however, ia leaving yiJHi, 
■0 well, amd I. hope free from an, oppish^qa^^ 
IvbidK hea.spi.oftQn been inconven)^ tp^^.y,Qi^ 
Khotoei^ aaA cometinea l^|«afy.tQ yow^i^. 
I BMWt heftrtily'thanlc.yoafot th4t ins^QCe^oi^. 
your friendship and aSectioQ, ^hichuia -trials 
vfhich yofu JmagiBed your spiirits pitightoe^difioqie 
■iipport, so kindly depwded on ra^. - > 

JSe 99 good to give ray tove to oor dear^yl]).h,. 
asd fet, ber know tliat 1 ^m inter woos, of wh^:bL 
|>erhaps she may want to be convinced, «s I. 
•eemed to be. acar the last ga^ when a^ left 
me. My compIi(nent« to Mr. Montagu. I beg- 
Vow will not have any manner of concern about 

my 
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■jshoiWi. ::I..<in-*»t««ri«.*l^n |;.»ij;efe<i 

fcttoHeneai, and «!>i» Mi!Mi!J»n)«. %»((^ 
tUnate eompUmenb wsU on Nh-; ScoU. , I :l(«s)i} 
rile -mmt better thrdugh -yesterday,, ^ftnvlffff 
iMinins seenttd to pitniw. Adi^, ,iqr, dw 



I am, Ac . 



*■ ■' . 


■ ■■.■■•-:- ■■: -A* --"■> 


•^.. I'.: 


■ ■LBTTBR.XOY. -- ■ '.-/'' ■ ;; 




■■■•-■?■• ; , .' :;:.i.v f:-^ ,.:- 'iu: (:-J^w;'v/.r 



4a».4ieffo«8aai^ Hap wwcppW^iwurii-s^i mBiff , 

fJmdrh&W!!.1»>aitites9^:})ilir »ll»t„i»Jp9$HnPih%R# 
119^9)69^ :tii^q itispwaiWe-to ^ij^^cd^r**"' 
4r^Uy«C:y<»rV:^pnve4H9f 4hfiC:^iq9ii|gf'«^" 

•xplicable. 
Xovr ^eeriptxHi of our Sy]pb imtffcee^ag^y 
cbanc- 
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elM^ayr ■wanlt'to'g'ft eVerJr |t%-tMng ** tiw 
Vf-Wole fair, iftefrbultf' -sett' every pkce'in Ihd 
^oHd'at one trwi'e, atid sH the people i»>thit 
vi^Hd'&t one view. This kind of disposition ^ 
<$thers'' Qsnally arises front a porerty ai" iaiftgtaaM 
tion, and an incapacity of internal entertani* 
ment; but ttiiq- is very far from being the case 
with our friend^ wbo, with as much empresse' 
jjient about external objet^s, as if she had no 
other restwrce,"Xves andtbinVs ina worid of ber 
owQ. How sbe contrives with snch heart and 
good will to accommoiMe btraelf so fully to the 
awkward customs and manners of mere actually 
existing nwlt And wome^i i« very surprizing, ajid 
only to be accounted for from ber extreme good 
na£iit«. ¥<w mention bsr going out of town as 
Wed&Md&y : 1 suppose for the prevent it wiM-lii 
no further than Old Windsor. It vexes one tto 
think of 4iev taking that disagreeB,ble journey t<> 
Scatborough, from whtdi 1 fear tfa^re is vt^ 
Httie reason to expect mocb ^nefit to ber heaAti, 
l^liteed one is tempted t6 think she haa imper- 
cepflbly formed the necessity of going for the 
sake of the sentimental distress of being obliged 
to tftke a di&rent route from MK Vesey, and 

• In Ben JoiwoaVplay of ** Bartholomew Fair* 

being 
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Uam crei^r body she knanm ami lure*. I Smrhf 
the piMiUve nMuwer in whkb »Iie jpcakt, Ihat We^ 
■uptgiveaptlie b^of Jber being in towti-HBt 
IfiaUi; Tbe longer one inea in tfac woM, tkt 
■on «teiD|;1y ane becomes attached to its laM 
tgMMiMe plcwBres, and the mora sMuiUy mil 
\^ fdt«very separation from the society of tfaaae 
- la wlwta one lias been so happy ts find tlM quali* 
JUatioiu which merit eiteem and lova *. 

I am Tery glad ts hew th^ yon an goJag to 

* .TliilMflna to be expreued too gwiorall}', mtt mlh tM 

. tllle (lualificntioD. It is probably true only up tn a «Mlda 

lime of till', varying acconlins to stretigifi of auimal coo- 

ttilutiim, nitlier than of- Rientat fnling. Mr*. CMter wu 

tierwtf Bit 'initanc* of'lhb ib tli* Editor's own kntotrdga. 

Uctfilt'tiiiirh iBore acuttly th« Iom, nrthe nfcfortaMs, tf 

.^fiMwtl, iu-tke wiJiUa peiiod of her ii&, tbutl^M 

wlieu sliQ was appruacLing to, 9t tu-iivcd it, ul<i age. Htt 

■ feelings were tbeii imcli loss acute, ihough htr aScotiMt 

'Vers perhaps equally warm. It would indeed be i»ds|i- 

etfoly if our attackmeijt to worldly objects of afeclion, ia- 

.•r«wd in pivpOMion 09 the time drass nearer Mb ctt «t 

must quit themt but ths revme i«. commonly tfac flMb 

W^etbci this be because the aged look furward to * speed/ 

le-uniou witL those Iheyluve; or whether worUly Atucfr- 

mmts tit louiely on thfir minds, from the considenOioir thst 

they cwinot last lorig, it may ftol he easy lo deterniitM j bat 

wlioevey has-lived nrach, und intimately, with old pcnons, 

»HI Bot be likely to -deuy tic Imtb of the bet. 

San- 
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• 'SiMflefcivij. and I kope tb/B ramner wrtl meet 

» S'W' there. Tbe ' weathtr has been extFemcIy 

: UxnttmiorttMe fiw mmtdsys nncc I came bHher, 

zjaMdhm.^MotgiAhaxk all the relazmtieij (^ laat 

f yeagt i ftn ba^y that yon find no iil aficct 

.fnrn it, hut thai you have a stdlcient stockiof 

lie«IUl t& ffiwUe you to go Uiroagh tacli a t»k 

w you deBcribe. ' . 

" We;taUt h««,.and I ihould think frdm ^e 

manner in which I heard U, not without fomidhr 

.jioAi.^fttrtbe leds have been offered to Lord 

Holderneaeej whether be will accept them I know 

.-Dot. - ladeed it seemi of no gtcAt coniequtace 

' -what particular penton goes oat or comes in, as 

there seems to be nothing in the general system 

' of politics likely to produce any great good. Of 

jthat only true policy, the aim <^ which is to 

.'inake ». n^ion virtuous and happy, there doet 

not Bjqiear to he any idea existing, through aU 

the Torioua changes of men and of measure! 

-that have happened among us. AH the rest, ii 

_{pere party and faction, and the oppositioa of 

J0irittg interests among individuals. 

^-'--1 bopc soon to hear that yon are got well out 

-ef'town, and enjoying the quiet and leisure of ' 

'Sandl^ord. Adieu, my dear friend, I am. 

Your 0KMt obliged, &c. 
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LETTER XCVI. 

. ■ Deal, Jw^ 6, Iftrf^ - 

At my reia&l this morRing. | \vaq £abiC 
agreeably surprized by the inLtelligence wljicJU your 
ieUergaTeine,aiulwiUnotfiUecppi.to teUyQahow 
much I rejoice in the hop« of seeing yon. wd-oC 
seeing yott here. Tbe only allay te my pleasure ts, 
that no body » IBtely lt> be l^e better for ffon, inA 
myself My brother and sister have an engage- 
ment of long standing to set out for Hampabire 
next Monday, which tliey -exceodingly regret. 
My Father and Mrs. Douglas are going for 
.change ofjaic.oa Wedneaday to Woodchurchc 
Iwt vrill put off their journey some days, if tliey 
can ha;re any hopes of seeing you before they 
pet out ; so. I write now, besides axpreuing my 
joy.at the thought of seeing you^ to inquire wiie- 
ther it is possible for you to come early injoest 
weejc. For it would hurt mt to think theiie was 
nobody heFe to receive you hot I«itd tha^rimpa, 
of which yojij ^lall have as many as ean be got 
for love <jr saoney^ Airs. Primrose, and -Mrs. 
Undecdovrn have hetm WMue time at Canterbury, 
which is another of ray vexatUns. But is it not 
possible 
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possible ds the disfance from Denton ia not more 
than yoa often make an airing, that you could 
come very 9(»hi fw a night ^ ao before my 
fnends here let out, and then come again while 
i''am in Qiy salitucle^ and after you have paid 
yew visit to your paternal mansion, and stay 
#ith Wte as long as ever you can; We wiil take 
trirhigS about this fine country, or yoa shall enjoy 
yoUr^st chMBC by youreelf, and we will only 
vraflk together by the sea shore. Vou may be 

' assured of a very well aired bed, and Mrs. Susan 
shaU have one extremely near yoii. This iaan 
exceeding headthy air, and so different from any 
towbieh you are accustomed, that I reaily think> 
besides its making me hapyy, the change mighjt 
be of service to yo»r health. 

I ara sorry to hear that London is so sickly. It 
vraa -very comfortable to me in reading this ac> 
count, to think by the time it reached me yoo 
Would not be there. What a streke to the poor . 
Dtichesa of Beaufort must the loss of lAdy H. 
W.be? 
t have read Mr. Oray's installation ode, but 

' ' -We will talk it over de vhe voix, as well as Mr. 

' Harris and Aristotle, and a hundred other sub- 
jects. I could sing for joy at the thought of see- 
ing you. I will get myself as weH as poaaibis 
ogaiuit you come. If I had known when you 
%% set 
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set out from town, I would haVe irrit to tb» 
PenningtonB', who I am Bure would bare been 
glad to pay their respectj to you as you past 
through Sittingbourn. Adieu, my dearest friend. 
Do not let any thing I iiave said hurry you to 
come before it is convenient or agreeable to you. 
If it is not conformable to your schemes to come 
soon, I will prevail on my fadier and Mw. 
Douglas to go to Woodchurchj as it is a point of ' , 
health/ and to trust the chance of fteeing'ytfu at 
their return; or perhaps when you at« in that 
country, you may be 6o' good, if Wtx>dcfaurth i« 
within distance of HortoA •, to see Ihem tfiere. 
My head has lately had some such severe attacks 
of pain, that it is very confused ; but 1 hope you ' 
wiil be able to niake out tiiy meaning. Tbit 
iheaning of iify heart you are assured is ever 
Most afiectienittely,'<ftc. 

P.S. Pray send me ' word liow 70U ido «fler 
your journey, - ■■ :> ;■ 

^In wbich parish n M( unt Morris, the wat of MrtiUoiK ' 
tHgu'i clilME tiKjtiivr, Mr. ftubliiMS, altemhis Lotii-. 
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J^TTEK XCVII. 

Deal, J«/jF 23, 1767- 



I AH heartily grieretl, my. dear friend, 
in Uiinkmg what you must have suffered firom so 
nm^h severe pain. This wet summer has been 
very Qn&voaraUe both to rheomalic and nervous 
copatitutions, and indeed in some way or other 
most people are disordered by its effects. 

I know DOt very weU what my head has been 
libe fi^ this last week^ 1 only knoiv that it has 
been in excescdve pain. It is not to be won- 
dered, that I ^oald have felt every constitntional 
disorderi aggravated by the exercise my mind has 
undergope fnnpthe sad situation of one of our 
servants, who has lost her senses. The confusion '■ 
into which this 'AccideDt has thrown the imnily, ' 
the bustle of domestic inconveniences, and above 
ail, the agitation and depression of my spirits ' 
fromeach a deplorable object, have quite worn 
me down. Though 1 have been greatly afiected, 
I have, however, I thank God, been more free 
from terror than might have been expected from 
some circumstances that were pretty alarming. 
She a still in the house, bnt strictly watched. I 
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luii' better thia eveniog th&n I have been liqee 
this ' accident happened, and I ht^ shall soon 
get into a more comfoTtable way when she la 
removed. 

T very heartily congratulate you on the advaii- 
tag^ouB estabtisliment of Miss Kitty Botham. Jt 
gives (Hie jpy to see a faoiily raised from such 
melancholy apprehensions as must have depress 
those poor ^irls, and it will be the removal of a 
weight from your mind. 

I do not recollect any passage in Demosthenes 
about Orestes. But indeed 1 am not very well 
read in him, one would thjnk the in&tance more 
Tike Socrates, but I cannot find it there. 1 re-^ 
joice to hear you are so well, in order to continue 
so, do not suffer business to usurp too much oi\ 
air and exorcise. 
■ I have at present the aneiq>ected plea8iu*e aS 
seeing Mrs. Dunbar at Dfal. Air- Dunbar ^ni, 
she are upon a rambling scheme for this lopntb^ 
and have very kindly for me taken lodgings for 
some part of the time in this place* ^ a™ flat^ 
t^cd by their appearing ^o charmed with, the 
situation. Our friend, Mr. J. Pitt, has Ueep 
extreniely ill ; but he is now t(deraWy recovered, 
I see by the, papers Miss Friend is married ; do 
tell roe if it (s advantag;eously, which I shall b« 
very glad tp hear. I beheve I wrote you 9, liun- 
^red enquiries about it in my last. 

I hope 
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rhepctiiSt more fevorabl* weMh«r-wiU ^vMf 
yWi an enjoyment of the <:<!»unhfy. i scarcetyi 
ever saw so lit^e of U -as sitice njy last rettirn to 
Deal, for by one impediment or other, T hare 
•carcely ever walked out But all, t bo^, wiU 
mend. Adieu, my dear friend, lam,- 

Most fftithfUly, ^. ' 



LETTER XCVIII. 

Hea], JugKtt S%, 176^. 

It must have been somestr&nge blun- 
^emg expression of miile, that could fead you, 
my dear friend, to mistake what I mea6t to say 
about your mention of Shakespear's ghosts. My 
objection was this : yoo say " hia ghosti are spi- 
rits biect, or .goblins damned," and jh a line or 
two after, you enter into a more particular de- 
scription, and say "his ghoste are sullen, &c. 
Now, though all these epithets agree perfectly 
well with the goblins, &c. they certainly do not 
agree with the " spirits blest," and therefore it 
seemed to me, that if yog mentioned both classes 
you should not have confined yourself to epithets 
which respect only one, and leave the other uti- 
proved. 
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proyed. 1 kaow noi wbedier I liate ^ Mipfi^ 
myself mwe .clearly now than.! did before^ bat' ■ 
I have certainly Used more vrordst' 

i did not repeat my opinion about your dodj^ti . 
9f ^ble and allegory, because I bad toM yon ; 
before that U seemed to me to be p^fie^y juat< - 
Do not expunge your asse^irai about ibe atesger 
of blood at Athens; for I am by do tae$»tmat, 
and indeed it is most probable^ (fastt Bnimo} 
ivould not bftve advanced it without auUiaMnty. 
Perhaps you may find it in Plutarch'* Sdkm. la - 
most of the other obeervatiops i lalber intend to 
propose doubts to your cousidarationi than t^.. 
advance any opinion. The Sybil was cettabdy : 
{I prophetess, , and the " M^gire ^I^hh/' &Ci in ■ 
the sliLth .pf Yii^il, seems tery lil&erthQ 4flfect» ' 
ascribed to enchantment. I have q^H at-jptestnt : 
tin^e or spifits to look Qver any p»fl|»gft...'My 
fother is very ill. 1 am heartily sortyitQ fin^- 
Miss Frien;d'8 match * is as impiu^eitt a» I feancd. 
If she is of age her friends,cUd kindly 4nd vrisefy <t 
10 \aake the best of what (hey cpuld not prevent. 

• Daughter ©f Dr. Friend, Diaii of Canlerbury, She , 
mnm^d Mr., afterwards General, Campbell, of the iimriiies. 
This matcb'^was imjirudcnt, because tbern was little forlune 
on either side ; neiiher indeed did it turn out happily in 
Other respects. Thej lived' for many yean in a «ate of 
MpuratitMi. 
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If •^'iV'Hoty One cawMt btip rtgrelting, ffa^ 
t)iQji}.iia<l. not reiolutien enough to avail them- 
selves of that poweTj wbich the wisdom of the le- ' 
g;id&tire has given, to restrain the wild extravH' 
ganoe of nnthinking youth, and to prevent the 
effeet of those sudden giddy inclinations, tbein- 
dulg^ce of vrhich so often intercepts all the 
comftwts of succeeding life *. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind solid'- 
tude about me on account of onr poor servant. 
She is gone, and we bad the pleasure of seeing 
her quite recovered first, except some remaitiing 
degree of perverseness and resentment against ' 
the other servants, yet how &r she might hava 
mn appearance of reason for Ihis resentment^ 
thore has been such a brouillerie amongst them, 
that 1 cdnnot tell. 

' By hearing nothing to the, contrary^ I imagine 
yott left- London, on Thursday, and I hope you 
set out perfectly fvee from the head ach. I am 
foiry to find you have so often a proof thait thU 

• Mr*. Carter's opinioo of the Marriage-act is ma<le suffi- 
ciently clear by this pnasage, Yer it i» one nf those doubt- 
fill point! which leaves inucli to be said ou both ludes, and 
concerning whicli wise and goo-J periqna think very differ 
fcnlly. But one thing seems clear, that if it Ik Just.an4 
right to put those checks in the way of youthful imprudence, 
care should be taken that they cannot be evaded by any 
jucreaw of expenee, and consequently by added inprodence., 

S eva 
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evil i|t not nerdy the operatic 1^ hattbe* Oreeb, 
bat may exist perfectly vrdt witliont its asswtanee. 
}ts a head which has nothing m it, but genius,' 
talents, wit, JudgmMit, fburor fiveof the sevea. 
sciences, and all the Latin clusice. It is hafd to; 
b^ 9we, that such eotnmoa ftiFnitiHv ^ a kea^ 
^ould occasion the owner any kind of tFouhle;' 
but as it is a sorrowful lact that It does, I beg yav 
viiW take some care about it, and de teme eie terns 
lose a little blood. You seemed to agpree with 
me, when we talked upon this subject, that it 
%onId be right, and I hope you will not neglect ifc 
■ You told rae you were going ont of town, t 
tnppose you set your face towar-de the North, baft 
» you do not tell me to, I shall directi my tetter t» 
Hill-^treet, in hopes ^at Israd may be better 
acquainted with your route. 1 bad a charming 
Jtetter last week from our Sylph, nbo is g«t to 
the end of her journey to the great contentation 
*f poor Mrs. Hancock, who being merely ■ of 
terrestrial composition, must have felt every bone 
in her skin ach, by following the vagaries of her 
aerial companion, whose curiosity led her, to 
perpetial excursions out of the plain turnpike 
road- I know not bow near you will be to Scar-> 
borough, but I think if you get within the vortex 
of her attraction yon can scarcely avoid paying 
jber a visit, in spite of all your impatience for 
tlie 4electable agrSment of a coal mine. 

Irc- 

D,g,t,7P:hyG00^lt' 



3#r 

I Kjoke to find that Mr. J. Pitt is so well re^ 
coveted. There h so much merit in iiis cbarac" 
ter, and his temper la so very" amiable, that be- 
wdea the inerpressible loss to our sweet friend, 
and the rest of hia &mily, it must be felt by the 
•pbnle cufcle of his acqeaintaace. He still fe^ 
some remaining incooveniNice fiom'bis disorder, 
which prevemts his going into Poraetshire ; so 
HArs- Pitt and the children. Eu<e come to him, 
which cftrried Mr. luid Mxs. Dunbar from Deal 
fODM time before they proposed to leave il^ 
Ythioh i should have r^retted extremely, if my 
f^nfineiBent, which begun the day they went; 
wsttldnot hftve prevented my hariag any enjoy- 
nent of their «tay. liord and Lady UoldemeBs« 
are gone iircMn Wahner oastle; Mrs. Beet ha^ 
bieen fiirfiame time at Dover castk ; she called 
htre (Bi fiatnnlay, sod enquired very kindly afl^ 

I ho]w yon wBl eoen give raei the Measure <# 
beuing from you. It is emtestively awkvr&rd 
and nMutifyinj^ tm roe tO' be; in utter uncertainty 
Y^re you are : for while my friends and I are 
sqoumers upon the Suet of the tutb^ it migh- 
tily axsifata tiiy reveries abont ^Uiem te be pro^ 
- V-ided with some local ideas of . their vituation, 
4diev, my dewr ftiMul. laanever, 

Wort &it*rf«tllyi Ac 
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LETTEtt XCIX- .1 

Deal, Sf^mltr 17, 1757.. 

I IH mitch ofaliged to fcn, mf daim ■ 
fiieiid, forifOBrkindcDDimunkaticHiof tkegiwdL. 
Adraxrfsget, vibicb yoa lutre «o good a prospect 
«£. derinng from your ct^lieiy. Yob may depend 
Qik ny~ noL meotioiiing-aity of tlie paitieolan. 
Ged.,gBail f OB, hag liScy and bei^li ' and -cbM>- ■ 
fiitei^rUsj toeojoy thwnew'fbond ti«p«ire,:«nil 
(give me leave to odd) every aBsisUtnce l» enabte 
yqu to dvchurge so. importtwi. a tteweids&ap. 
Ti^s is a pomt in iviiicbsa few emdactthena- 
selves properly, and which ao aqwriti^ autbffr 
iHx has proROiLDoed ibo dcGficiU, ^t, .witboot an^ 
HWfKachneDt q£ tke b^^eat and^taodiiig; ooe 
may be allowed to feel Bome sdicUude $br the 
TiytHie of a friend, und^ oKfa xinsHSMtaBoei «f 
daogeroos trial ; and the more^ kt pnnpottioa ■.»»• 
every jtejoptatitHi acquires- additional atreagslb&Qn 
uncoaituunly vivid power&of inind.'^^--iBttt 1 on^f-. 
meant to pray, not to preach. > 

I hope sooa toharethe pleuune of b«f^i<%.^t: 
yon iat perfecUy free fsom your eftld. $iwilj, 
without amp viwoMUble neceeuty of eitirtioBi 
you should J^if }Wttfwllf qitititj and eadeavoar 

tQ 
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to get rid of it before it is fixed by the approu:h 
of winter. 

I am sorry that you are engaged in so dis- 
agreeable an act of justice ; but indeed^ it k ab- 
solutely necessary for the good of society, as 
well 06 for private' security; that knarery shoald 
not be suffered to go )]nt)uni8bed. The wtMrlA 
mtot soon becMAe a habitation of wild ' beasts -tii 
a 'liBii)an feno, if no check, ik put upan rogues' 
to prevent their robbing and wtMTyitig others. - I ' 
rejoice that the fault is not capital; for thatTrauld'' 
indeed be imposaMe for jou to bring to- justice. 
Much TiHany, I brieve, might be prevented. If 
our laws had not deterred 'good minds IVom the 
proaecHtkHi of many ofiences'by the nifliet{on!'of 
the" last puntshitient. 

I enclose yoa Sir G. Elliot's Verses, and bej 
you will be so g<tod as to let me hare them agaia, 
as I have HO copy. 

I will eertiain^'fdllow your preKriptidn. and 
my own sysfeni, ttf a good deal bf exercisej when 
I am able to take it, but thi^ has seldom beeh the '' 
cage since I came home,- and I have, for some 
time, often been incapable of walking a. quarter 
of a mile, without very painful -fetlgue.' 

I'haTe justseeti Mro. Underdown, who detiret 
her .fbmpliments to you; bM ttStWs that if h 
very monstrous bad uanatorol ib you not to tak^ 
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« pretty an bppo^tiiiy as die Artnreyaiice of ■« 
collier to transport yourself to Deal. Myfethfer** 
beat respects attend you. I have hW'sem-Mr. 
and Mrs. Dooglas t«-dayj bot wfll g(Ve thet«.%e 
pleasure of yoar obliging meesagfe tvhfen I" dtf . " ' 
I have not beard of our Sylph'S adv^irtore fa 
^e Toaring ocean. Aa little or thte turi»til6tit its 
'd*ere is in tier compositimi, the vprc^p- M « 
'stOiTny sea is as mndi adapted' to -tHi snUihi^ of 
lier imagination, -fts the softniarmUTS'of % gfUHiig 
stream to the genfleness of bet- temper *; Do nbt 
yoB pity her, with all her lore of the MBtrdldtis, 
-for missiivg Uie si^t of a-stwingephenftnffeittA, 

* What s d«Iiijbtftjl Mea «f Mrs. V«sey^ clttract%r d* 

thete &w worJ& c<Hivcy ! But tlie number »f ibose who re- 
member the original) decreitBes every ilay, and there are not 
How manypersimswiiocanvouchfor the justness of this bcau- 
tifbl sketch. The tracn of hir i u te r es lin g -CTching partie* 
gmvr gradually fainter, and are principally kept in rcmen* 
tirance by the varied caricature* of the celebnOod, bat litlla 
underatood, Bat b!eu Society, m dnwn by novel writers or 
the authors of memoirs of tlieir own times. The Veseys, the 
Cartani And the Montagas, with their distinguished friends, 
belong already to the days that are past, and a former century 

- — arrtd ypt— 0' noctes veenaqiteDeiirHf whtrever has bad th« 
fortniie to be idtnilleAta that society,. «s lhe'££iku''h*d''ia 
il^ty<Htth« 'with) sufficient. tas't to eigay it, mJ^ki.iijiwpeF- 
Jk^ps wandpi iu vain, ^rouglf the multiplied streeti of the 
tnlarged metropolis, aud iiiid nothing " timtle aat kciw 

■; *M." "■*-■■ - ' ^'■■'■■■"' ■■: -■■ 

wbidt 
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,^TJb^ch ^. article from Irdsnd.nifintians to faa<t# 

,lfap}^eAf:d lately in iier own rivet:, the LiSy. 

■,: I should be mor^ inclined to envy you^ for the 

sight of Alnwick Castle, and ntill more the uld 

monastery, than for a view of the finest modern 
^seat in England. I ain glad ^'ou found ^O' much 
.pnteilainuicnt from the ruin and your coiiductor. 
,. 1 h^ve no list of Glasgow Greek authors, for I 

have only Herodotus and Thucydides. Mr. Wil- 
liam Robinson has been very kind in his assistsnce 
.to my biiother Harry, since be has been confined 
,by an qniortunate accident, which all his friends 
.haye great reason to be thankful had no worse 

consequences. 

Adieu, my dear friend, I am. 

Most faithfully, &c 



LETTER C. 

D«al, Somber 30, I76r. 

. Many thanks to you, my dear friend, 

for your £tie picture of tbe environs of Alnwick^ 
As I have, at least, as much of the Goth as of 
the Atheiuan, in my compositioQ, I find, at least, 
as much pleusre in wutdcring orer what ypa 

,.. . classical 

7 
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■dEiineal pe<^l*, would styU tfae uncouth moiul- 
nenla of onr untuttved uicegtors, a» I afaonld 
ind in the more accurate productions of pdUshed 
Greece. 

indeed, X never should hare Buspected tbot 
weakh wnutd be dan^rous to yon from that pu> 
mm of tenacious avarice^ which conoists in mer^ 
" beholding it with the eyes," nor from tfc« 
:K»did pleasures which 'give it charms to the vo- 
biptuary ; and you can need no preaching froiB 
Hie, whiJe you have ao just a sense of il« only 
duiger to more exalted spirits, the dedicating too 
'ki^e a portion of it to the " pride of ftfe," in all 
its variety of glittering espence ; and r^mh h 
langed in the same class with the otbo' two; as 
equally destructive, though of a more plausible 
appearance. The fine arts, indeed, are a specious 
toraptatioB, and every noder^fr «oA Kgalated 
encouragement of them cannot, I should mpfom^ 
he a &ult. But, besides the first argwa^t 
against any excess in this respect, as a violaU^ 
of the ^iociples of-duty, there appears to as 
another reason that should guard j/ou against too 
■gi-eat an attachment.to them, that it Weakens tbt 
■t*ttee of the anderstimding and contracts the 
-powers of the mind. I am sensible that, to most 
• people, this position wculd . appear a paradox, 
bat i flatter mysdf Aat, as I have found sogae 
' otho^ 
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T^tc^ar-'niy oad nottons-tS ije;- ft SvJff be ftWBl- 
TgSlklofott. AI}exeCtttftm%ll^)i6 bbort jifthe 
^est and origHlfU''ctn«Mpt>Ai» «if >(Se- sbtff, 'ihUt 
fay a habit of dweffing; qb ittipetftet «6{Mei/aU 
tte »(iMf rife^ ^ thfe imsgfti^ioti is^ UtWrl^i aa4 
Aif ij^ljferf «ft'd "Mddt 1i¥)1imi(«d of 'a# «M fteel- 
^} U 4#Mlled dewn l(> a mete «1egktit ttilt-i<, 
And'-titi Hcfeumfli crJiicoBthe tnintttiseatid^ay- 
lli^g-aVtf tft¥t. ' Mu^i, t thiiiK, m'j^ ie »d7*nae4 
ill (l«fen«)e <tf ^ift ^ioint, both tr^fm Owmy and 
flVmi «Kt}^!ence: \Mt, {& bolli ifWtancn, -y«Ai%r« 
Aw vt^U ^[]H«^- fof me to 'eblargt ujpon ft any 
ferther. ' ' 

'B«fbr« ttiM, I suppoM, the ntv/a of the Dtike 
«P' Vftrtt'B death ndret lisTe gof to ftie N<rtth. I 
^^ffi it readied as befi^^ k was feno*n a* St. 
James'ii. Thei* is «om^hin^ Very irfelarttflely 
in the thought of a poor yoan^ man cot <^' in 
the fell career of a Ucewtieas ' tife, and id a nkik 
w'htcb rendered f6e Mariiple so particularly hurt- 
' far. But princes are, from their infancy, beset 
*l)y human demons, who present temptations to 
wickedness, before the understanding discerns it 
■ to be such. 

I see by the news, that Lord Palmerstone is 
married to Mlas Poole ; and a Lady Ter- 
mor to ft Mr. Clayton. I think there are no 
Bnmarried Lady Termors' but Lady Louisa ; can 
T«L. L A a you 
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jon tell whetlier tiuB ajrtide respects her Lady- 
ship f If it does, I hope it is a match answex- 
ahle to the merit of her character. 
, I imagine our dear Sylph is, by this time, em- 
jbeiking QQ the Irish Sea. I had a letter from her 
about ten days ago. She eontrats herself witii 
net WiRg the vopse for Scarbomagh; indeed 
th^re was Httle reason to think she would-be 
btucfr- Uie better. I mudi wished her to hwe 
tried 'FunlHidge,-- hot she j bad: a ^possesubuj 
a^ - a -preposaession with oor S^lph>4s a reascm. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Pitt were to go to EncoiAbe 
last week. He is, by no means, so weH as-m^t 
be wished^ bu^'itfdeed his ditteiAper is «ra'i«e- 
diouE« hjhd. tii(Ue Maria was very illift Loiidon. 
but recovered before Uiey teft it; thepwrxMld 
is so often iH/ that it keeps Mrs. Pit^in cooatant 

anxiety ^ 

' Adieu^ roydeflrfriead. 

lain,4c< : 
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LETTER CI. . 

Deal, Octuber :?, 176?- 



' ' ■■■ ■- ■•! HEARTitY rejoice with you, my dear 
:.frieod, on yoar near prospect of qaiUing the 
' cold coEtlines 0f th& N'orth pole, which must- be 
d^wiri^t petfifyingj nhile^ even wejina'w&rii>er 
-etHnate, find H difScnU to keep ourselves (torn 
freeain^j'not that I much' r^et' this strange 
' severe Weather, aa it is preferable to the misera- 
ble relaxation of heat and dftmp united. 

' i hSaitily wi^ you success in your school. You 
irill- find -a noble tfnbject of happiness, if the 
event answers yoht intention, in the reffpction of 
having rescued so many human creatures frorrt 
dark ignorance, and the temptations of brutal 
vice, to right principles and civilized manners. 
But, whatever may happen to disappoint the 
present reward, there is reversion secured be- 
yond the reach of all mortal impediments. 

I am obliged to you for Mr. Wodehouse's Ode, 
which is very pretty. 1 recollected the 2d of 
October,' as indeed I am never in any danger of 
forgetting it. 

Is it necessary to the efficacy of whey, that it 
" A a S must 
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must disconcert the whole order of your fea- 
tures? that which I used to drink at Kensington 
vraa not unpleasant, and, I should suppose, as 
cboHng as your honid potion: 1 would fain have 
cotitinned it here, but our servants made such 
fcarfal woi^ 6f it, that I was obliged to desist 
I. .will provide against this if 1 lira till another 
jwar 

■'NQ^itbstanding all the fine ftings which poets 
- tay of the song of the nightingale, 1 mi begin- 
ning ta list^ with much greater pieasore to the 
autumnal notes of the red-breasts Indeed, I ma 
upcm many aocoapts, heatiily glad to take leave 
of a summer, during wliich, to say noting of 
n^'own health, I have, by one means or other, 
been- in alsiost perpetual - alarms. But in a 
wiDridJike this, wherever people have nameroas 
comiections and strong feeliogB, frequent inter-' 
i^iptions of OYufqailiity mnst be expected. I 
have reason tjo be tltankful Chat mine ere not more 
frequent, and that ^ese 1 have this year saffered^; 
are.happjly past over.. I am now b^ttining;ta* 
look forward with f^irit -towards January. - - 

.1 have heard nothqig of our dear Sylph, since 
abeitt a week before she: proposed to leave Scar- 
boroughs I bope, amidst our tate equinoctid- 
stcttmi, she has found sMoe halcyon day toicon- 
vey her safely ovw, the Irieh^Seg. ■'I-loBg lo 
know 
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know wherctshe i?. I kwow too well wbere she- 
will not ht>, when I .hope to be ui Olargeerstiseet.- 
I shall inexpressihly regj«t the boifK' ^rtiich i 
passeid so happily with her last winter. I flndt. 
tJiat yearej.instiad.of wealtening, <*ly 8«?e» to* 
streitj^eQ my aUftchment to tjie pgofJe letteera^ 
and tore, in proportion, perboi^^ a» they rithder 
many other thin^ disagreeable, which, in th«^ 
less determined pursuits olf youth, used to a^pfSu* 
merely incUflfcreDt, 

i am sorry to find that there hbs appeared ainyr 
reason for . breaking off the match, (tf which thero~ 
•eeiped so good a prospect, as possibly it migfht 
h«ve.takra some solicitode off your miad^ front 
the . consideration that a good busltond may b» 
amoiig the class of iD^iTerent things to poor — — > ; 

In spite of all your impatienCa to be set ou^ 
and of my own to know of your beings, in some 
dogree nutbin my reat^, I was gbut to find yon . 
bad notbcgua your < }oarney> as th&paparB-giv* 
8ueh lamenlabje-accounts of tbe violftnt floods in 
Yorkshire^ that I wwsrunaasy with Ae apprchan- ■ 
aion that yeiiTDtigbt be liable to the. disagveeftble 
inconvenience of being stopt in the midsl of 
your prc^esB. By this time, I hopej the <rtjuis 
arebecpme more practicable and pleasant. > 

i rejoice to bear you are IxUer, 4ind oipabie : 
of (oi^gtkrongbsuch Tenety of busiaea. Youp 

- , _ power 



D,g,t,7P:hyG00'^le 



power of .exertion h a tesiVy more enT^Btite gttdf ' 
than .your coal-mine. F%orh ' my present nttef 
waiit of any such power^ X Very feelingly" com- ' 
pfchend its advantages. It is happy for mer " 
that mine is loo insigniBcant a situation, ''for this ' 
miserable languor to afiect any one in any degree 
but. myself; and that my principal task is to kn- ' 
d^voiir to submit quietly to the humiliatiiig^ cir- ' 
cumstance of J[indiiig; myself good for no eaHhly'' 
thing. ,Very often I am incapable' of reafiing, 
and utterly unabite to vralk, and with a head much 
too confused to tliink. So I can only amuse my- 
self with the din? imperfect ideas which are pre- 
sented to me through the medium of a kind of 
tvvilight understanding. My spirits, however^ 
When my heart is at ease about ptherSj are good, 
which is ft great blessing, . , 

I can giv€^ yoH some account of our deai* Mi*s. 
Vesey, though not so late a one as I could wish. 
She truly guessed that I should be very anxiou^ 
in the uncertainty whether she might not be em- 
barked in one of tl»e late terrible storms, so kindly 
wrote from Holyheadj where she was waiting for 
a calmer sea. She was just arrived from her- 
jouniey through Anglesea and over Penmuen- 
maur. In the midst of her passage through these, 
wild regions, she and Jilrs. Hancock were over- 
takca by a tempest, which greatly heightened 

the 
4 
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the. s^blioie and terrible of tbe scene ;^ afidjroti 
tnay guesa Vfhai a description such an adventure 
ivould ftHiiish tp (u> jnugina^pn |ike her's. Her 
letter was dated on the 6th of October, and she 
wasrto h^ve embarked the next day> but another 
storm arose in the night, and in the |K>stscript of 
ber letter, whipb was dated onjth^9tb, she was . 
Btill at Holyheadi The weather haa been soib-^ 
Tor^te for pwny days, since' that, time, that I 
h«f}e tbere.can be no douht but that she must 
bavft. secured her.^ passage long before Sunday, 
lajBt> when, .1. think the wind was, for some iiours, 
mQre.violeiit than in any of the preceding qtorms, 
Mr. Tes$y was not arrived from Paris, when she 
wrote to me. 

Adi«u, my dear friend. I hope you will find 
all your affairs en ban train, by the time you get 
into Yorkshire; and shall he very happy to hear 
that you are proceeding well and pleasantly fn . 
your journey. I am ever. 

Most faithfully, &c. 
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■■'■■■■■■■" rieai, Mwffliterr, n^f' ■' ■ 

m^^tarfneriAi at not hrearing fram yttn, wtifewj 
yoar<fetteff last fHght'Mftdfe me inp{>y!ky an ac^ 
cMoat of yaor being got to tb« end ai' yam^- 
^jmmef. Hsdi yiHK letfen came irt: the tOXav 
tiiat,.Mthh v/tB a fortanaCe circiHDstaneej&Hr na^^ 
as 1r should have suffered aomnch'Siilxietytif I hafA 
first reeetPed- that whieh wis dat«4 ^m Gnih 
tham. God be thanked, tM yo«r itltie«8!^ vrUtit 
began in »» ^rauBg- a way, ^ pQ6i otfT Mr. ^^t^. ! 
Yqpr- Newcastle fever,. I. And, ris-ef' the.^ainct 
iTatuce wUh'Oucs, whi«li begin* vrilb a ,36-etng d^. 
llsiHra^ aad. tihia -continues i/a -a certwft dtip-ae, &r 
same time fifter the fevar ie-subdHcdj ,8* Gu as.-tp 
impair all recolleetion and mcnwry. 1 very sen- 
sibly feel the kindncBS of your wishing for fne- 
Indeeil, the apprehensioa of your ever being 
vtry ill, is a ciiyumstance which always rendei* 
your being ata great distance, extremely uncom- 
fortable to me. If tlicre was any security of joiu* ^ 
conthiuing well, 1 know you are always too mucfr 
employed, and too well amused, fofme to fancy 
S Kyself 
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«iyddf of any use to yff^i, but I make myself 
amends for (bis opinion of mji owa instgnifieance^ 
by thinking I coutU.^ of ■3^a}e^cpnsc^ence, at 
least by my quietness and attentioa wtienevn* you 
are wck. v Cktd.prescrve you fEom feeling tiheoa. 
necessary to you. 

•I bave longed to kooir vb^.to-direct to you 
&m ih'n iatt week, f^om ny viDpffi.tiei>CB:t0 actpiaint ' 
yeut wvthx ny great, oblig-ations to Mr. aed Mrsj 
pMlte|[tey'*^.:.Tbere.is nothing vrhicb.I can say'' 
Oft ibe subject, .vrbich will <ki tbem' so jnaiir 
honor, as my sending you a copy of Mr.-Pujto* 
ney'flleiter. 'I.tibewiae send you. a^copy of my 
ansum, He so i^ood to xctorn diem, next |W)st; 
aadiib net menCioH my havii^ s«at them ; wb^ 
1 hear s^ani, . I wtH;let yoB know- the effect of - 
my letter.' Tbt General seems to have made an 
equttabte dtstr^otion to his relations of the bdlk 
of bis fortune, and to teve dealt kindly with hi* 
friends in the le^eies. I am glad he has made 

• Fortbeasnirity ot'tElOO settled by them on Hre, Car* 
rcT,i» a niQit kisd %nd baiidsoine manner ; whick tbe lai* 
Lud^ Batli, tfaeir dangbtcr, afterwards increaied to i(l50. 
Tbey supposed themselves uiidvr obligations tu Mrs. Can«r, 
for the share which she had, with Mrs. Montagu, in preraJI* 
ing <)ii- General Pnltany to tnive tbeptincipal part of b'» 
iotl«b« to titctn. 
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so tuttukeme n proviaidft for 'Mm Wraaf^Um, 
and giriD an annuity to Lady M- C^r. 

I perfectly cotnprefaead your description of the 
ennui of uninteresting conv^wtioit, though- -I-' 
thank my stars, it is a cireumstiuice to which 1 
am not often liable, as people of very little am- 
sequence in the world derive, among ether ad- . 
vantages of tiie want of importance, tiie privi- 
lege of tdiusing their own society ; which cannot 
be enjoyed by those whom a more extensive 
sphere of action engages in a more genend com- 
merce with the world. 

A thousand thanks to yon, my dear friend, lor : 
your kind injunction of my sending for you if I. 
should want nursing; 'but this, 1 thank God« is' 
not tlK case, nor I hope likely to provesjo. . Eat 
vinegar with my meat ! I nnist first I«arn Co eat 
meat with my vinegar; for, I believe, ht^nlly.,- 
1 have not been able to swallow 'at; the ntteof. two,^ 
ounces in a week, for a conaideraJUa time; wtd^ 
even that by mere dtnt of acids, Ho\jFeverj-I - 
think, my appetite is upon the whole growittg . 
belter. I could not defer whtit^this post, as {.. 
thought you would expect to hear from me; and ■ 
I was besides uneasy at the thought of dekyuig;^ 
moment to acquaint you witb the very generousi 
behaviour which I have experienced- from JMr.'. 
and Mrs. PoUeney. 

I do 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



353 

' Idiinotllk^fte tboHgbtdfyoargdngibSan'^ 
dleford, after so wet a seaaon^ it must be vciy 
damp, and- 1 am afraid you will run a great 
hazard of renewing ycwr cold. Do pray wiite 
me a line, when yon retam the copies, to let me* 
kitofr how yoa do, and -whether you set out for 
Sandleftrtrd on Thursday. 

If }foi] should' Bete my Lord Lyttdton, I shali 
be oUiged to yoi^ if you will be so giood as to 
present my respects, and best thanks to him for 
th& &Tor of his history, which I am reading mth 
a' high degree of pleasure. Indeed, it is very' 
nobly written^ imd I think must do him great 
honor. Adieu, my dear friend, pray take ' care' 
of yohrself; and, after so much fatigue of busi-- 
ainess and travelling, try to accommodate yourcelf< 
for a Ifttle time, at least,, to absolute indolence, 
and repose. I shall be rejoiced to. hear that yo^, 
are got back to Hill-street; and that your healtlt 
has^uffered less from your going to San<Heford, 
in this wretched damp weather, than my fears 
incline me to apprehend. Indeed 1 should think 
uo part of England, at present, so healthy as: 
London. 

■I<ftm utterly eta loss to acoount for Mrs. Pulte- 
ney's not answering your letters, at least, from 
anypr^ableconjecluire. 1 «lid not doubt your 
being charmed by the generosity and delicacy oC 
; . the 
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the letter, of which I sent yoa a popy. I bave 
HQce Ittd die fevor.cf hcttring; £roinIMb*i. PatteqCT, 
iir^hich, nith tbeutmost feiadnessaad polite^en^ 
At infonns me that tbe setttement shall be inaile 
as won as the present hurry 19 oye^^ , , . 

1 heartily grieve fbr thf distresses 1^ poor, good 
Mrs. Freind, whether Mr. CaiijpbeU's a^neben- 
■oas are real or t>tetiendcd, they ecjSiUly present; 
a prospect of wretchedoess for ho* giddy, ihcongi- 
Aaatt cbughter, and consequently for herself. , 

I was ob)ig;ed tO l&aVe my letter uofiatdied the 
other night, to humour my impertinent fever^ 
wttich, like time and tide in the almanacfc, stayeth 
fortwmao. It was necessary to pay it the greater , 
attention fiDni a very fatiguing day. which I was . 
to go through y^terday, in sitting over a table of . 
prtnrision for d pretty' large company of hungry 
pec^le, who, hdwever incomprehensible spch-an 
action might appear to me, do really and effec- 
tively eat I was to he sure excessively lire^ but, 
as they -were all very quiet, 1 weiit. through it,. ■, 
upon the whole, better than 1 could have ex- 
pected. To day is dry and cold, of whieh-i f^I 
the good effects, and have ventured to attenfipt a ' 
walk, andcompa^ed more tiian a mile, so I hap* 
1 am glowing much better, and that, by the sext 
lime 1 give an Bccoaat (^mytelf, it wiii be< i|iiit» 
CQolMtabla. . - 

Jbaw 
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I have. not, heard "fifom Mjn. Vesey since she 
got to Ireland, but bttve the pleasure.ofkiiowing 
sh;e is safely arrived at, Locan- 

My fbthdr yesterday was fourscore years old, 
and, I thank Xjod, is in a state of health that 
allows his femily to hope for a continuance oi tho - 
gte&l blessing of his Ufe some years to come * ; 
and they may pray for it with the ^^teflt com- 
fort, as not bein^ ]ptt nil a burthen to himself. 
His understanding is as clear and as vivid as ever 
I remember it; and, except some decree of deaf- 
ness, vrbich is not constant, his senses as quick. 
So that, except a diininu6on of strength, wbidi 
by no means amounts to debility, he feels vaj 
few ^en of the inconveniences, much le$s the . 
pains of old age. His life has been past in maoj . 
solicittidea for a numerous family, towtiicb'fae 
has discharged his duty in a most uncownpn way ; 
and now enjoys the reward of it, by living to see. 
some of them in a very prosperous, and all in.a 
very comfortable situation. 

* He livod ne^r leven'years afler tliis ; and mach in the 
■ame state of bcallbj botb o( raind' and body; except that, 
for thelait two yein of Ins life, he ccaiied to u(u bors6- 
exeicise. He wu ft man of great learning, and of excell<;nt 
moikt character. Ifts faculties ware »o iiriim^ired, that ha 
■ludaed baid, and rose early fur thai purpose even to tbe 
last. All fail ebildren spoko of liim with the same affectioti '- 
amtjespect. 

Adieu, 
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. > Adknl; ot^ dear frmti' il: bbpsuyouPnixt 
l^tw 'Willie iit6t«oin< intdlt^na^ «ib^it^«Qr 
return to Ijondon. Jvmtirsr, "■ ■■ 

: Mortftitlifidlyi'pftciii^- 



. .....I-, ;. :■ ■■■- ■ : .' „ . I .•: ' •imn ■•'j: ;.■! 

■- LETTER' car;-' '■'■■'■■':, 

• imvntlndeoiajveryreBija'ftiom^mj 
deapiHeDd, >to iind.yev were^w^somifetnmtd 
kom youx' eKCurskm.intor BezksliEre,iof rnbiclil 
cooldi net kdp fimatRgiAune uireot^ spprelieB- 
Moni, . IJw^ the rekxatwn «and cheerfal'CfE^e 
of thatpha of lifewbidi yovi- hft^d traced o^, 
mSl hdpi to repair the mis«feiefe which' ^oiir 
health -has suffered fromtheappiicatioin atid'ft- 
tig;ne8 of bosiness. I perf«dtl^ agi^' with jfOta 
that a sheltered situation^ and the commerce ff 
society, are the most proper circumstancei^ ati. 
invalid kind of di^poeition . Thoagli the -bowling 
tempest -and loirenag sky, may afford a fine le- 
]emn amusement to the mind tvhich can contem- 
plate them -without th« interruption of internal 
pain; yet the delicate sensibility of varying 
health. 
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ihcaWit vlaohfis' e0kted> bfjr.: evcejr <^d/. and 
-iflWivMbed hf eiyinjF. sade UastAf wiipd. yvittnh- 
der the most subUme.amaginBtion uieap«blc>«f 
jUteocbng ttinWlaal wo*td naturally suppf; it with 
9 o high a degree of pleasure. 
. I heartily rejoice with you on the inezprefisibic 
delight which you moBthave felt in seeing a whole 
honest &mily placed into a condition of acqiiirii^ 
a lasting comf^^bl& jnipatran by your means. 
Your ailments in lavor even of poor worth- 
less were full of justice and humanityj and 

.worthy yourself. 

I inclose yona l^ter which I rccenred last night 
firoia Mrs. Chapone. • I am persaaded that ynu 
vdl,' if possit^e, give some encvnrageaieQt to the 
pereon whffltt she recocniacDds, asweltfromiyoar 
approbation of a very laudable indasfry, ta aa 
the accoufit of JVb«. Chapone. 

j[ am so &r; fcom wishing you not to speak 
l» Mr. and Mr^-Pulteuey on.tiie sul^^ of .my 
gre{tt.,obl^«tiQn^, b>:theni, that it-would be vefy 
particularly agreeable to me that you. shoidd; 
though I.£oukl>.not. ask yon to do. it after your 
account of Mrs. P's not having taken aay notice 
of year leltera. -What I meant should not bb 
mentioned, was, my sending copies of the Letteri, 
as I knew not bow fer that might be- agreeable to 
them ; though Mr. Fulteaey'i^ wherever it ia seen, 

., . must 
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must-lit) him it» 4Mbh 'ttoatHi. > I<%iftv« iM-yiti 
itttntiattei sny pkrt of 4lie tffftH-^ iMct!^ t^vif 
4#n-ft ftmily. And *aatti fcnr c^ my frieiNh, ib I 
-thhik ithad l>etU«rnm'4)« )>«Mi8he«l MR lh« fl«lOe^ 
ntent is concluded. iXhall tb«A wftih to h^eit 
Itntwvn. • I *ope ihfe world Whk* gave iht a pkin- 
ftri prAoTof ifa good wfll irrthe <tet)Sttres'irtiii«hil 
friMSfed tmmy^ Lotd Bath* wftl ihak^ me aR>«!Mk 
■liy flie appIflOSfes'Whkfc arie so jtwtly die fif tlie 
■Hncommoii g«rtero9lfy rtf his fe*cces86?9. I shbald 
%e mii<^ obliged to you, if ycm frbiitd take adfue 
tiotke of this afiair.to them, as soon Sk ever it in 
convenient to you. 

'•• I think ! scarcely everrecolfctt snih a 8at!«*s- 
flion of stxxtras as we have had thw «ea«<Mi. 'iltm 
raorningj to the violence of aft e«(mg;eoaa wind, 
We had tfa« addition of thund«r and lightaing, 
which served to diversify thf! tempest by d^ertint 
notes ; hut had not that striking effect, aa whai 
H is preceded by that solemn pause, uid dead 
aitence of all the elements, with winch k is usuaBj 
mtrodaced. 

7ht kind concern whidi you express for my 

* Tot iMt hi«i»g prmided forlitir in bit mil. But Hn. 
Oliwr thnyt dofeiiile4 kirn, by »]riag:.tbBi like kttdm 
TijgbtCo expect any thiiin from lun, ^W^^thathc iutipfwa 
given her lataoa tg suppose that he meiuU ta do any thiug for 
her. 

healthy 
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faeaitil, iian addiUoiifil inothrtf to my taking aS 
the care of it in my power. I always thiak 
peo{>Ie mtut have a world of Tirtae, who ,Uk;6 
gMat can of themselres, when they have no^ 
body dse who cares much about th<!in : and yet, 
to be siurej this it a virtue which such people 
usually possess in a very eminent d^^ree^ Mrs. 
J. Pitt will be in town in leas than ten days; t 
have just had a letter from her, in which the 
shows the goodness of ber diipositionj by Ui« 
manner in which she mentions yon, at (he T«]r 
time, when it is plain she is At> stranger to your 
notorious flirting with her husband. Allien, my 
dtur friend. I very sensibly feel the afifectionaM 
conclusion, of your letter, and am ever. 

Most tenderly, &«. 



LETTER CIV. 

Deal, JTnwmW ^5, 17^^^ 

Indeed, (ny dear friend, t am inclined 

to quarrel wiUi you for taking your coach into 

i^n;micticable roads such a cold nighty when it 

Tofc I. B b turned 
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turned yoa^ittt on .th«.i»c(V^,; in^t^.oj^eiipplp)- 
iog your chair, whicAi vrouM kV9 WfA^ ,»U 
^iflKcultiw- 1 hopB, hwvftver^ ftm did .iiof^.^ng 
jw^ec l)j the cQBscqu^ncea of this eYplpi^.a^ft 
.ttMtX«baU90oii have Uiepleuore, of fcooi^rnng 
you bava perfectly recovered it. . . i-r; 

i yna very baypy to iiod yon bad ^^ittefVf Xp 
Mn, Pulteney ; and am greatly rej^ic^ tgi ^ipl 
Ihe reaHW vrhicb yon had tQ think she twd,.as^ 
00 improperly^ aroso from the .carelesw^pf 
aiH^t^, -Ywacaonot iinagin«%how Hdltfijself 
^JAtrest by it, upon many «ecoqnt« ;. and pai^)i- 
larjy that I could apt iptreat yo^ to Ihe «a. good 
M to t|^e i^oticefflf.their vwy.generou»,b^aYiof;r 
toiae> at.a Umewhea I found. you thwgbt jw 
had too aauM causa to be displeased, by in^ a 
treatnent of yoarself; andyetyonr not takins 
any notice of it, must have been severely morti- 
fying to me. ^t«H-this is-now hi|ppijy accom- 
modated, and every circumstance which you men- 
tion with re^d to this af^r, contributes to 
renderit as agreeable to me as possible. Indeed, 
my lite t^s been marked with such a saccessjqn 
of blessings of so many .various kinds, that, wi^ 
the thi^akfiAl*^* which I ought, and hope 1 do 
{eel for them, there is a strong puxture <^ aw« 
and tei;ror, when I reflect bow sn^ll a proportion 
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ittylmprwetnents in virtue beiirj to (he mercies 
by which I am ^isftinguished *. 

W^ien yoii Writetd Mrs. Scott be so good' to 
'tttarn her toy be^ thinks for that kind instance 
of 'her regard, by which I am so much obliged 
and flattered. I am very sorry' fbr the lo^s she 
18 Kkely to hare of poor Mrs. Fielding ; tholigh 
she is' not A lively corapanionj she is a friendly 
and gffod womail, and such a character will al- 
ways be tfedderly regretted.' 
■ 1 had a letter last night from ou^ dear Sylph, 
who haslreen extremely ill; so ill, that she tells 
me the only happy moment she had for fourteen 
days, was in a fainting lit. God be thanked slie 
is now getting' well. Her disorder was a fever, 
attended by most violent suSering from rheumatic 
paiiis and ^asmsin her head, A blister has i^- 

■ Com|isre tbis passage with Horace'*, 

Sperttt infcstis, mctuit secuiiilb 
'Alteram ^nrtem bene preparntum 
FeotiM •^— - 

And with a buiidred oihcr passages of the same kind in.rhe 
'teatheft nximlUis ; and li«w coH ami trite do they appear I 
No adflquate mwtive is Resigned; no re&Rnce to a famn 
li/a; uo hope of pivasiitg, or fear of displeasing, the bett 
and greatcit Being. So thai theic was no reasun tu expect 
itnproTemeni in their moral conduct from their correctiQo 
by adversity, aor from their gratitude in prosperity. 

9 b 9 moved 
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noved tti«. pain, .tnA ^e i» at prffiait free fhnfk 
all complaints, but ot tveakoess and languor. ' 

The witchery of ^od tpirks would have se- 
dudfd Qie-yesierday, to dine out in a large com- 
pany ; hot, aided and ^abetted by the ctnmg de- 
hqftatipBs of Mrs. Underdown and Mrs. Prim- 
roie, I resisted the temptation ; and, indeed, thei^ 
arguments acquired a wonderful force by my 
fec;liag h^w much they -were in the right. 'By 
all this laudable attention to myself, ] hope, by 
the time I s^ out fbr London, to have quite lie'' 
gained my us«al health ; and ta enjoy the happi- 
ness of meeting you without Uie miserable altoy, 
wl^ch the highest felicity the world has to give,' 
nust undergo, from Hocb a state of be^^ as for 
80 wiany weeks 1 have -past through. ' 

I wish you well through your tragedy ; ' the 
caput mortuum of a Russian genius must be a 
dicefiil dose to swallow, when the spirit of bar- 
barism is drawn of£ With a few wry feces one 
may wall enough gnaw a crab; but it wfaifld 
make one sick to death to be stuffed with med- 
lara. 

Whatever truth there might be in the asserA 

. tion «i your old Grecian, it by no nteans, 1 think, 

affects our servants, who; God be thanked, are» 

fer enough from a slate of slarery, ahd indeed 

may be considered as (me of the most ludepeodant 



n,o,t,7P-hyGo0^lt' 



378 
cJanes nfegr community. -Their covenant m 
fbundedon a reciprocation of benefit; and, when'- 
enfit the cqnUiUon eeems to be unequally observed' 
they may throw \t up and depart. ' So that'their 
^ulls do not appear to ariae fib rrmeh from their 
being servants, as, like those of their principals, 
from their being human creatures, biassed by that 
internal slavery, which has very little connection 
with external circumstances ; bnt so fer as-it has, 
arises less immediately from their cohdiUon, than 
from that of their masters. It is a very pleasing 
subject of reflection, that no reasonable bein^ is 
compelled to debase the dis^ity of an immortal 
soul, and to betray the interesrts of virtue, 'by 
becoming; a slave to procure the necesmries of 
life ; it is by voluntary choice that so many for- 
feit their liberty for its tuperfiuUiea. 

I heartily wish the soeieiy of the three ladies 
may render them all m happy together, as I be- 
lieve each of tliera deserves to be separately. I 
am ^d you are to have a retreat there; as I 
hope it will often famish a rdief to your health 
and spirits, when they have been harassed by the 
fatigues of the town. 

Mrs. Chapone will think herself much obliged 
to you for sending to Mrs. Prescott, and will be 
very happy in your favorable opinion of her. -'I 
bave written to Mrs. Howe in recommendation of 

her 
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lier, who lies been «o good to promHe te Bmploy 
tier tiometimes for herself, and to sp^^ to l^y 
Spencer and Lady Howeia he/fevor. 

I take thcliberty of troablifigyou with anotjifiif 
epistle to Mrs. Norman to 'get ber aj»itii)^tf 
ready-for me by, the fourth of January. I ffno- 
pose to set out from heoce Uie wedc b^ore^a^ \ 
must past a day or two at Tuostal and Lambeth. 
I ehall have many reproaches for not making a 
little st^y^t Canterbury^ but it is absolutely out 
of my power. My brother and sister Harry are 
witli us this weekj and their son, who is a fine, 
sturdy, lilUe fellow, and as lively as he is strong; 
AH this engages me a good deal, and I write 
a plusiews reprises. They speak with great 
pleasure of Mr. aiid Mrs. WiUiaia Robinson's 
voismage. 1 wish they may- meet, with such 
faind neighbours in Ijertuhinb ^'t^ere the^ pro- 
pose to go next spring, 

{ had very lately tiiepk^ufepi^heapu^ that 
our dear Mrs. Vesey is perfectly i^cyver^d ^f ^^ 
Jate iilnesB, Ihougji shjehaa «otyathad,th^.gr^ 
to. ted Die so heivelf. 'indee<;lj, 1 cannot t^l.wlf^ 
ther she has received my letter which I i^^ajt, -At 
tU adventures, as the Sylph, with her usual dis- 
regard to all vulgar concerns, after enjoiniog me 
to write very soon, left me^ as nelt as I could, to 
find ouiber diccctioD. 

Good 
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CtoOd night, my dear friend, pray take c?re of 
ymirielf; arid do iiot harass , your health by more 
business and en^geroents, thaa yoUr rejason, not 
yout- imagitiation, pronounces to be nectssMy. 
Talce notke, as a good woman, atwh^ml un- 
graciously laughed, used to tty to m^ t^t you 
aire flc^ aAd blood, and not iron and ste^. _ 
Yours, -&^,. 



, .; , LETTER CV. 

Lambeth, May i6, 1768. ' 

■ It Stems so long since I have had any 
communication with you, my dear fricod, that I 
ttill posUively write to-night, as I am impaticiit 
to know how you do, and how you found Mr. 
Monteg^: The fapprehenflions whidi you dt^o- 
vwcd on parting with me, sunk my spUi^ 
indeed it is very probable that yoti nay be spon 
engaged ih a rtelancholy scene, hot 1 tmsfe you 
witf iKxar^ied safely through it. God grant yoii 
may find an opportunity of being of more imt 
poWant use, than even by the uomfortof your 
presenete'and attendance. .^ ■ 

I came here yesterday, aadfQund ttM> Arch- 
))ishop 
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\>isbop grievously harassed hy Ilie.rheniQQ^W. 

^nd very languid and low, I^iss Talttot^ tboi|g}\ . 
not well, is, 1 hope, growing better, I heartily 
wish they lyere al! to change the air ; the very 
altering their situation would, I am persuaded, ,. 
^lave the effect of medicine. Mrs. Talbot is 
amazingly well, lender all (he fatigue she lijEts , 
endured for 8p many months. Btit poor soul, she 
is full of apprehensions, Qne half of which wouI<]I , 
vanish, if they could get into some new scenes ; 
indeed it grieves my heart to see that my excellent 
and amiable friends here, suffer from such ai\. 
entirely uniform unvaried life, ^hicb they do not 
allow themselves to think unpleasant, though they 
feel it at every hour. 

It is amazing to observe ho^r mechanical the 
niind is apt to grow in all its feelings,, and how 
the same f?ars and the same au:^ie(ies unavoid- 
ably recur, in every ppot where they have once 
iQade an impression, if there is np new and dif- 
ferent object to withdraw the attention. . Debtor 
l^ord has been proposing Bath fur the Arch- 
bishop, which I heartily wish he may be pre- 
yailed on to try, for the jpumpy, and, change of 
air and place, will, I am certain, do them aS\ 
good, whatever effect the waters may produce. 

Qur sweet friend in Arlington -street* Mttown 

• M«. Pitt. 
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on Monday. I dined: with her on Sunday, and 
met Mr. and Mrs. Pery •, so you may imagine 
we had a copious subject of conversation in Miw 
"Vesey, who is very well, and I hope there is na 
donbt, ■ tut that we shaD have the joy of seeing 
her in our society next winter. Mr. and Mra. . 
Perry are agreeable people, and he has a most 
remarkable look of sense^ which indeed was veri> . 
iied hy all I heard him say. On Monday I dined 
at Mr.' Pulteney's^ I met Mrs. Chapone at Miss 
Burrows's on Tuesday, and she gives a mighty 
good account of our poor little foundling, who 
behaves very prettily, and with great affection to 
the people with wliom she is placed. One of the 
reasons which she assigns for her fondness is, 
that they give her food enough, which she repre- 
gents as a deficient article in the workhouse ; and 
gays, that on Fridays particularly she never had 
any dinner. ' Surely the parish-officers have not 
made a papist the mistress. If this is not the 
case, (he loss of one dinner in a week is of no 
great consequence. There leems to have been 
due care taken in more essential points, for the 
child Is (olerabiy well instruct^, and I hc^e will 
turn out a good servant.' 

* Mr. Pcryt Spesker of tbe Trlsh Huuse of Commont g 
^nerwardf ^rd Pery, md fttl^er of .tlte pretent Earl of Li- 
merick. 

Yovr 
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' Your ai^tnents and cib^ervstUMs 6n the tlvat- 
ment of Eervanta, and your reawms fortheir al- 
tered mannersj are in some respects jost, and ik 
otbers are so very ingenious, that it grieves mt 
to attempt at confuting any part <tf them ; and 
yet like many other ingenious argumentB, I think 
there ia at bottom a little fallacy in them^ .at leffil 
that they are not lo be restrained to the conditioii 
of servants, but extends to all the sahonUnalt 
ranks of lifb. The milliner and mantutt-makn^ 
for. instance, who makes a cap, and a lippet, «r 
trims a go^n for a fiinciful fine ]ady>- nustttdt 
from the caprice of that fine lady, andniiat::no 
more personal intuest in the tippet orthe^gowa 
Vhich neither of tbcra waa to wear> tiian^ohikar 
Thomas in the fire, at which nettfaec qf riwmvian 
to be warmed. Servants may, if they. please; a& 
as entirely by their own snggestion and conni- 
vance in the disposition (^ their bosines^ asiarti- 
ficers in the management Oftbeir ineteriaK no- 
less they happen to meet with very unreasonable 
masters, in which cue they have a greater ftee- 
dom of change than th6 artificer or iriechahic. 
I have not time at present to pursue this sujSJect, 
which., is capable of great enlargement: .Yvha^.I 
mean -in general is, that this. condition has no 
more natural' tendency to fetter and coi«ipt an 
immortat soul than any other, btit that the mis- 
chief 
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clw«f arises firora. ec^idBRtal circumstanctii *. 
J)oe6 Bot that abominable tiixury particularly, ;<^ 
wbicb yoa4peakwithsojUfitan abltorrence, and 
1^ which so many of these poor people are un^ 
^one, operate eqtfelly on all the members of the 
&mily? If it tempts the servants to idlen^;and 
picking pockets, to maintoiD the habit, when they 
Bre on their own hands, does it not likewise just 
«B forcibly tempt the young«r sotis, when they 
are left to shift for themselves^ to defsaad the 
community by the rogueries of office, and by ^o 
ntical venality, And the daaghten to ruin trader- 
tnen, in support of the expenaire elegancies', fot 
which they never pay ? Wb«t yoa say of esta- 
blishing servants in a comfortable menage of 
tiieir owh, after they have for a reasonaUe time 
4Ucha^«d their duty in another, is noUe tind 
gencrdos, and worthy yourself. It is certainly 
idcumbent on their principals, wherever it can 
I)e ddne, and it might be done much oftener, if 

* It stem* eTidenI fiom the epistles, that a large propoiw 
tio;) of the early Ciiristians were domestic servants ; and no* 
thing appears in the writing! of the Apostl<zs to lead us to 
suppose that they considered that way of life to be exposed 
to mom moral dangei^ than any other. St. Paul sent back 
Oneaimus, about whom he felt and expressed so warm an 
interest, to bis serviwde, without any particultir eaution with 
respect to biinluatioD. 

the 
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the DK>ney that i» kvUhed on the fodiih inper- 
Unities by which servants are bo greatly hurt, 
ivBS ^propriated to assiat them in procuring a 
comfortable establi^hfOQ^t. Thp jcaak oi the head 
of a lajrge iamily is an awful, and strictly account- 
able chaise- Wherever it is executed, so for a* 
human weakness will allow^ to the fuU extent oi 
ttie duty, I Btaould think that the ioferests of vir> 
tMe wQold be' move |ikely to be promotedi thtd 
hurt* by'a gveat^number of domestics ;' though iC 
iBUit ht allowed, that.wbere no teg&rd is had Ut 
tiiftjiunmU and beh&Tionr of a numetons eoltec- 
Ijpn of undtadidiiied human creatures, there will 
aovealL the misdueTOps oonsetjueiices whiph-yovr 

;| rqoicft to hear that Mr Montagu is better. 
Ji. wa« like youradf to write and eue iny anxfe^ 
op yoof af»K>ttrit, ai well as his, for when yoa ar « 
WMvay^ I Bmit be. ao likewise, being most truly 

YOUTB, 4c 
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LETTER CVt 

Deal, /bmSI, 1?68. 

It is a perfectftge, jliy dearfriend, siiu*" 
X htd the pleasure-of heading from yvm. Of hcrtr 
many years that age exactly consisti, I cannot 
tidl, asit has nedate;.I'only'kQOwyoa had not 
received my lawt.Ietter vrhen h was writj and that 
i feel excessivdy jinpattent' and degQUe^ at being' 
ao long without receirmgany inteltigence 'v^&-' 
ther you are well, or ill, or remember, or havo 
foigot me. This last delage <^ rain has, I fear, 
encreased your cramps;- bat the son has looked^ 
bright and fnendty to-day> and the evening is 
Boftandodra, without asy mixtur».of-la&gu<» ia 
Uieair; so it As to be hoped a fiiirer season is 
approaching, and that we shall both be the better 
from its influence. 

Your objections woidd be exceedingly just 
against the uniformity, of what is usually under- 
- stood, by natural instinct, which certainly ope- 
rates very diflerently, in the various dispositions 
of human creatures, from its effects in mere ani' 
mals. But when I talked of an instinctive spirit, 
I uoderstood by it^ an extraordinary impulse, 
adapted 
7 
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mdiqpted to such extrflordmary trials and dsngen; 
as do not Iiappen in the common accidents nr 
occurrences of life. 

We have often agreed in faking notice of 
strange comic starts, which sometimes break otit 
Sn Enripideg. I have lately been reading a strik- 
ing instance of this kind in the Alcestis, where 
such a description is given; of the bbisterons 
roaring jollity of Hercules, as is perfectly ridica- 
louB. U it tt<^ surprising that Eoripides, who 
had 90 vronderfiil a power of exciting the ten- 
derest sympathies of the bear^ should take the 
most effectual method to counteract his owd pur-* 
pose, by informing bis andience, in this play par- 
ticnlarly, in the very first scene, that aU tiieir 
Arrows would be a pure perte, as Alcestis yfia 
to be snatched from datth by Hercules i I think 
there is 00 insfvice in which bis want of art io 
this respect, has so unlucky an eflect as in this 
tragedy. One would think that Bottom find 
Peter Quince had copied him in Ihe proline, 
that the lion was no lion; and that Pyramus iri^as 
not killed indeed. 

Talking of Greek tragedy rec^ to my mind a 
passage I found in Plato, <m the sal^t of tbni- 
trtcal ctmipoattions, which I will transcribe. 

After proscribing tlR poets in general, as giv^ 

false notions of 4lie Deity, ^d indulgii^ the pas- 

nonf 
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uonB of men, he pafticularly eoDsitlera trag;etly 
w.aitJfnitatic»i aB4 tbea proceeds to shew, how 
ill an effect sucb an imitation will DStuntlty pro- 
duce on Lbe minds of young pec^le, and then 
gpea OD it-^' Non periniUemiK i^ur ulk> modo 
eps q^oKum babendftm cunm dicimtu, qnoaque 
junp&tantef viros efse oportet, cum viri sint, rau- 
Jierem iiaitari, adolcBcenten yetalamve> vet n^ 
lito convitiantetD, yel cum din, oofltend^ntein, 
eiuiltantemque cijGct se felicem «sse putet : t«I 
(JUS lenimnis cir^umventa fleat atqoe ejttleC. 
Neque servoSj et servas, ea.quse serrorum sunt 
fecientes-^neque viro« item pravoi, ut Tidetuiv 
^timidoset contraria eorum quae dijumait, facien|;e4, 
convitiantes,; jurg^ntes turpiaqu^ inter se oblo- 
tj^ntes, sivi^ rebriqs^ aiwe :vigU^ Mbnosqiw-, «it 
alia. iq^olcunque ^miiies.iisti.et io verbis et is 
(^eribas, tumin wipsoa^-tam alii inaljoa peccant. 
J^J«que enyn f^ebent™SiIn^e8 seperimitationfim, 
veLverbi^ vd. actioHil;4)i3 insanientibus i:Q4dera. 
Cognoscendi enim insan,! et mali aunt, (Up- viri 
^t^oi. mulijufea. . Jiihil tamen ex eorum dictia et 
fectis rd ag«ndum est vel imitandum." 

-1 send you the Latin. traiislation> as I am nire 
Icouid not.traaslate Plata's Gcegk into En^b, 
§a a» tf). please- v^yt^t I a little qneetioa the 
«ieii^es3 of the Latia version of the last period, 
as I think the " .a^eitdum ett' do«s not clearly 
express 
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exprew Plato's meaning, which 1 apprefiien J to 
be, that nothing belonging to mad.ur wicked 
people, ought to be a subject either for poetryy 
or for imitation *. 

Greek tragedy n^urally puts one in mind of 
Mr. Mason, who has so well imitated all its- 
beauties, without retaining any of its feults. He 
is at Walmer castle with Lord Holdemesse. Mr. 
Gray -f hai been on avisit to Mr. Wm. Robinson. 
Mr. Mason tells me he is very deep in the study' 
of natural history. I believe you will agree with 

• Mrs. Carter wai so eXMt a critic, and bad so corapleta ■ 
ft knowledge of tlie learned languagesj that great deference 
most always be paid to her opinion upon tbose subjects ; yet 
it would rather s«ein that Plato is referring tier« more parti" 
Cnlariy to draniHtic piietry, which is the reason wh/ bis 
translator makes use of the word agendum. And tben tba. 
neaDiiigtnay be, that " notlung belonging toiaad or wicked 
people is a fit subject eilker for representation on the stage,- 
or for any other species of moral poetry." That is tO say 
more particularly, the epic j to which the word imtmduM 
may especially relate. 

t The Bev. William BobiniOB, Mrs. MsnMgu's younget^ 
brother, then resided at Dentoit Court, near Canterbuiyi 
where Mr. Cray used to visit him^ and was much delighted 
with tke scenery of the grounds Jind adjacent country. 
Denton Court is noV one of the seats (though Dot at this 
time inhabited by him) of Sit Egerton Brydges, Bart. M. P.- 
the Editor's dear and valued friend, whose second and preieat 
lady was one of the daughters of Mr. William Aohituon. - 
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file in wiflhing, he was rather employed in wear- 
ing garlands of the imiDortal flowers of Pamas- 
susj tlian in picking up nettles and chick-weed 
from the surface of the vulgar earth. I am 
promised a copy of Mason's Epitaph on Mist . 
Drummoodj and his own wife, which I hear are 
both extremely fine. When they are in my pos- 
iession yoU shall see them, if tbey have not fallen 
in your way already. 1 had not the courage to 
ask Mr. IV^son himself for them, though I have 
•een him pretty often. Lady Mary Coke has 
been with Lady Holdernesse * : I dined at the 
castle one day while she was there, and she en- 
quired very much after you. The weather hap- 
pened to be so fine, that we spent the whole 
afternoon in wandering along the sea-shore, and 
this rambling kind of amusement rendered the 
day particularly cheerftil and pleasant. I am 
now going to dine at the castle for the last time 
this.8ummer, as Lady Holdernesse leaves it iu a 

<* Thi( amisblei Bcnsible, and twect-tempered lady, w&s ft 
:kiiid and warm friend to Mn- Carter, (Tom ihe time of their 
£rsl acquaintance to tbe day of ber daath. The Editor re- 
members with particular delight the days which he had the 
lienor to pass in her society, when, af^er Lord UoUerneHe'a 
death, she spent her summers ai Deal castle. Her conver- 
satiun was so full of onccdotc, and gf knowledge of life, anti 
jMrtnaniun so agreeable, that it was always a treat to be in 
ber company, 

TOL. I. C c dajr 
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tifiy or two, and 1 believe returns no ftiore fliuf 
year. I hear Lord and Lady Camden are to be 
there, but I am not at all interested in its being; 
either talsc or true, as I have not the honour of 
their acquaintance. 

Tbe compliments of my father, and all here, 
wait on you. I thank God he is very well, and 
his understanding as lively as ever. I am bappy 
in his having some exercise for it, in our new 
curate, who is a sensible and conversable man, 
and I believe a good scholar. I have lived very 
quiet and solitary since I came home, and scarcely 
ever gone out. Indeed my ovra apartment is b» 
very riayit, and I am so much attached to it, that 
it always requires an effort for me to quit it My 
present study is Plato's Republic and BentivogUo'a 
Letters. Indeed he is the only Italian politician 
whom one coirid possibly read at the same time 
with Plato; for in all his writings he, appears to 
have much less of the roguery and traperie of 
his nation, than any of the Italiao historians and 
negociators I ever read. The collection of letters 
I am now reading is uew to me. The style is 
lively and elegant, and free from the WretcheiJ 
concetti which are so turesome ia most Italian 
writers ; but he appears to have been an honest 
man, and honesty of heart, and simplicity of un- 
derstanding, are mighty apt to accompany each 
other. 

If 
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If Mr. Montagu continues tolerably vrell^ I 
imagine you will make great progress this sum- 
mer in your Shakespear; but I hope you will 
not fix 80 closely to it^ as to hinder your more 
important scheme of growing fat, which I most 
heartUy wish to see luppily accomplished, and I 
had much lather the woiid sboold keep blunder- 
ing on about Shakespear, than you continue ft 
skeleton, by endeaTouring to set them right. 

I am much obliged to you for your political 
intelligence. Alas! my dear friend, are men, 
whose follies, and whose vices, have rendered 
their own fortunes desperate, likely to prove very 
able, or faithfal administrators of the public 
concerns ? 

" There is) 
Can be, no public, wiihout piivatc virtut;." 

I have but one more frank in the world. Pray 
can you give me any positive intelligence of our 
Sylph, she has not vnit to me time immemoriaj. 
Adieu. 

Yours, &c. 



celt 
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LETTER CVn. 

Deal, Jiif^g, I76S. 

Th6it6h I wrote to you so latdy^ my 
^r friend, yet 'kncnvhig hovr anxions yon ate 
for a direction to our dear Sylph^ I would not 
let a post pass without informing you she is in 
Kildare-streetj Dublin ; she taiks of fi^>ing' for 
tome part of ihe summer to Dawson Grove, bat 
does not say when. 

It was very happy that terrible storm, whicli 
you describe, had no worse effect than making 
you all huddle together like a hen and chickens 
under a shed. One has the more reason to be 
thankful from the accounts of its mischiefs in 
other places. On th^ very evening I was walk- 
ing along the sea-shofie at St. Mai^aret's, with 
Lady Hddernesse. When we sat out the wind 
was strongly to the East, and blew very cod. 
On a sudden I felt such a heat and oppression 
from the aif, as I scarcely ever experienced. I 
mentioned it to l^dy Holdernesse^ who said she 
was just going to take notice of it herself, as she 
was affected by it in the same manner. Even ia 
that exposed situation we gasped, and were faint- 
ing 
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ing for breath. Tliia strange suffocation lasted 
but a short time. It lightened as we came home 
bat without any thunder, or stormy appearance. 
1 found the same sudden heat had been very sen- 
sibly felt at the same time at Deal by several 
people ; this was about half-past seven o'clock. 
This is all we have felt of .the storms which have 
been so violent at several times in other parts of 
the kingdom. It was very happy for your young 
friend, that you had the direction of his feelings 
upon this occasion ; it may free him from very 
many painful itopressions of fear for some years 
of his life. It was to something of this kind 
'when 1 was about his age, that I believe I owe 
my eieoiption from such terrors. I perfectly 
remember that I was ejiceedingly frightened at 
a storm of thunder; but as it was not much my 
fashion to express what I felt, I watched my fa- 
ther's looks; and the carelessness and unconcern 
which I discovered there *, quieted my terrors 
more eflectually than a thousand.arguments could 

* Dr. Carter ivu a man uf a remarkably strong miiMf. 
Ujion Brother occasioi) when in u dreadful stcA-m, a ball 
of fire (as it was called) fell close to his house, the E<ii[.Jr"i 
mother, then a girl, burst into the Doctor's study, where ho 
was quietly sitting at his books, and e.xclniined, " Oh Sir ! 
tlie day ofjudgmeut is corae." " Well child," he replied 
calmly, " and ^hov could it come «t ft better time for you )" 

have 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



390 

hare done, and I do not recollect ever suffering 
any alarmi again of the same sort. 

1 perfectly agree with you, that the Inxoiy of 
the lower classes of people is at least equal to 
that of the higher ranks : but I fear the last have 
the additional fault to answer for, of setting the 
example, and giving encouragement to "extrava- 
gance, by not preventing or opposing it in thots 
over whom they have any inBuence. The too 
great carelessness about the behaviour of their 
servants, and the indulgence of nuiny luxuries 
very improper, and very hurtful in their situa- 
tion, has helped greatly to difiuae the evil The 
consolidating the small farms is another cause of 
infinite mischief, and probably gave rise to the 
half-crown ordinary, at which you are so justly 
scandalized. 

frednadaj/. 

1 AH better than when I wrote the above 
four days ago, for the weather has ever since 
been dry, but blustering and unpleasant to a 
high degree. Instead of the soft airs of summer, 
we are rocked by the rude gales of November, 
and in spite of sixteen hours sun, are nearly 
as cold as when he only skirts the horizon. Per- 
baps these powerful winds may be of great use 
at present to supply the want oi more active 
heat, 
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heat, and ripen the fruits of tlie earth, which 
God be thanked, in spite of this un^eiiial sum- 
mer, carry a very promising; appearance. I walk 
as much aa I can, more because I think it right, 
than from, any pleasure which the view of the 
country can ^ve one in tills unsummer-Iike wea- 
ther. 1 have no dislike to the sotenm accompa- 
niment of clouded skies, and howhng; winds, with 
the desolated scenes of winter^ but they make a 
very unpleasant disappointment in the expecta- 
tions which one forms from the prospect of a 
gayer season ; but we must accommodate our- 
selves, aa well as we can to the influences of this 
uncertain atmosphere, and be epntented to wait 
for health and unclouded weather, till we findit 
established in a region of eternal health, and 
ever brilliant skies. En attendant^ amidst all 
the contretems of mortality, I am very thankful 
for the many blessings 1 enjoy, and for none 
more than for your alfection and friendship. 

I am very quiet and dull as to the folks of this 
world, and converse chiefly with people of other 
times. I have just been reading Polybius, whom 
I never saw till he kindly travelled down to me 
In the machine, I believe at the instigation of 
Mrs. Howe. If you have never read him, pray 
do, for there is such a spirit of good sense^ and 
eqch a irgitUTc in him^ as I am sure must please 
you. 
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you. I am goings regularly through Euripideq. 
I think the two Iphigcnias are more free from 
comic strokes, than any of the plays which I 
recollect. 

Pray write soon ; but do not, my dear friend, 

add to your fatigues by writing me long letters ; 

I shall be satisfied with one ever so short, which 

gives me the pleasure of knowing you are well 

I am, &C. 



LETTER CVIII 

Deal, Mj ig, \7&^ 

It gives one great pleasure, my dear 
friend, to hear that you are so much better, Qod 
grant it may continue, but the weather is sadly 
against such folks as us. Wc had yesterday a 
most direful day of rain, not to say any thing of 
frequent showers on most days ; but one must 
hope for fairer days^ and alleviate present Buffer- 
ings by future expectations : we may yet have a 
dear dry autumn, to repay us for the vrantof 
summer. 

It is certainly very unfair, or very absurd in 
Yohaire to object to Shakespear, any faults aris- 
ing 
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ing merely from th^ manners of the tiihes in 
which he lived. Persons of the highest rank in 
that age used 'a language as low and grassier in 
our present ideas as Shakespear. The letters of 
the greatest personages in the reign of Henry 
VIII. and Elizabeth, have expressions which 
would hardly be tolerated in the lowest compa- 
nies at present. The human heart is pretty much 
the same in all ages, as well as the occurrences 
of life, which produce its feelings ; but manners 
perpetually vary. And Voltaire might as justly 
quarrel witli Shakespear for not having worn the 
polite dress of the eighteenth century, as for not 
speaking its polite language. I do not mean to 
extend this to obscenity, w^hich, as I think, you 
have very properly observed, is a feilure in mo- 
rality, which no custom can justify. 

I have made no observations on Euripides, hut 
such as I have occasionally mentioned to you, 
when we have been talking him over, or lately, 
just as any play has been fresh in my mind. If 
I understand your distinction, of which I am not 
quite sure, I cannot perfectly agree with you, as 
I think Euripides at least equal to Shakespear in 
expressing the sentiments of the speaker. In- 
deed with regard to every circumstance which 
concerns the tender passions, perhaps Euripidet 
is superior to every other dramatic writer. Shake-; 
tpea? 



D,g,t,7P:hyG00'^le 



•pear is too apt to check the tear of pity, wtuch 
he so well knew how to excite, by hurrying away 
the mind from its attention to the pathetic, with 
some unexpected and astonishing; stroke of the 
sublime. Euripides had little or nothing of the 
wild and impetuous genius of our poet, and is 
Usually cold and unafiecting, excepting when h» 
touches the tender and delicate strings of the 
heart. His Rhesus is a strong instance of this. 
He never surprizes one by the vivid starts, and 
extravagant greatness of the impetuous passions 
in popular heroic character; but no author is 
more successful in describing the calm dignity df 
virtue in gentle and delicate minds. His Hippo- 
lytus, Iphigenia in Aulis, and Polyxena, are 
inaster-pieces in this kind. I do not think the 
comic stroke in Electra, on the cutting of Helen's 
liair^ so exceptionable as in some other instances, 
as it springs so naturally from her character. 
Electra every where appears of a harsh and 
Mpiteful disposition, not softened but exasperated 
by misfortunes ; ^nd Euripides has most wonder- 
fully supported, and given all the adjuncts of 
0uch a character, wherever he introduces her. 
The grief which she expresses for their losses 
and injuries, seems merely a subject for the in- 
dulgence of revenge on the authors of them, 
which, as occasion offers, either arms her hand 
with 
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with a poniard, or her toog^oe with railing and 
cpttefal reflections. 

Though EoripideB has very seldom the power 
of surprizing and agitating by the starts of vari- 
ous passions, I recollect one striking example of 
this kind in the Troades. While Hecuba and 
the other Trojan princesses are lamenting theii 
lost friends, and burning country, and the mi' 
serable slavery to which their Grecian lords were 
just going to convey them, Cassandra enters in 
all the transport of extravagant Joy, singing an 
hymeneal song, and exulting on her being con- 
signed to Agamemnon. One is scandalized, sur- 
prized and shocked at this insult on the miseries 
of the rest, and the unfeeling indelicacy of her 
own mind. Hecuba represents the impropriety 
of her joy. An inferior genius would have nmde 
Cassandra immediately obviate the reproach ; but 
instead of answering, she continues her exulta- 
tion, and then with a sudden and unexpected 
transition, explains the reason of her joy in a 
manner that is striking and affecting to the 
highest degree. Piay look over this scene, and 
tell me your opinion of it*. ' 

* It was not till many yean after this time tbat Mr. Pot- 
ter published bis translaiton of Euiipides and the oiher 
Qteek tragedians. Kirs. Carter thought very highly of that 
worlc, 

J said 
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I said I had no observations (o make on Kurt- 
pideSj and I know not how I have been scribbling 
about him to the extent of my paper. Hapiiily 
for you the want of a frank prevents farther 
criticism, as I have hardly room to say how very 
much I am youra, &c. 



LETTER CIX. 

Wingham, Julj/ 27, 1?68. " 

I THINK myself particularly oUigcd to 
yoiij my dear friend, for making me happy by 
an account of your health, which is the intdli- 
gence in which I am most tenderly concerned, 
without waiting till you had time to write a lon^ 
ger letter. While you have so many unavoid" 
able necessities for writing long letters on other 
occasions, I wish for nothing more than a short 
and frequent account that you are well. Any 
thing that you would add by taking a longer 
time, would certainly be an entertainment to my 
understanding ; but this is a point about which I 
bave always much less sdicitude, than about the 
(loncerns of my heart. 

} congratulate you on the success of Mr. W. 
Robin-- 
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Robinson's cause. My brother, to his sorrow, 
bas a law-suit now trying at Maidstone, but it is 
not an ai&ir of property *. I am solicitous for 
his carrying it, aa X fear if he does not, it will 
too naturally disgust him with an office in which 
I believe he is often very useful, and which he 
endeavoun to discharge with a most conscientious 
application. 

Probably as Mr. Montagu had streng^th to go 
throitgh so violent an exercise^ he may receive 
loine benefit from its effects, and this iine warm 
weather, which always used to be so particularly 
favorable to him, may repair the waste of flesh 
and strength occasioned by hia long confinement. 

I have been four or five days at this place with 
Mrs. Gosnan, and propose ta stay till Saturday, 
snd then shall return to Deal, as I expect my 
&ther and Mrs. Douglas . home from Wood- 
church, where they have been staying some time 

* Mr. Carter however lest it. ft was an' appeal against 
bim as a niHgistrate, for a conviction on the gnmc laws, and 
tfa* decision at that time gave lome surprize. It is a recorded 
case, Rogers terns Carter. Mr. Cutter wa«, at Lis d«Mli| 
the oldest magistiate in the county ; and had been for some 
jrean chairman of the East Kent Quarter Sessions, which 
ht resigned after the death of hi-, friend Sir George Oxeiiden. 
jit will not disgrace that bench to say, that no man of 
^eatei abilities sat upon it, or who executed his vffice 
frith a more conscientious vigilance, activity, and care. 

for 
7 
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fof cliatige of air, and it likewise gtTc» my hiket 
an opportunity of seeing after his psrkhio&era* 
This little excufsioo would have been vtty- plea- 
■ant to me, had not my head been so rer^ troa* 
Uesome, that I know not how to go throagh the 
exertion which is necessary to prevent my ap' 
pearing uncomfortable and troublesome to those 
by whom I am treated in a kind, affectionate, and 
obliging manner. 

This house * is in the midst of a garden^ 
which supplies me with air and fragrance from 
my window ; but the only shady walk in it, which 
is a very beautiful one, by the side of a stream^ 
is at too great a distance for mk to reach it often 
in the day in my present suffering state. The 
weather has held dry and warm for near a week, 
which is longer than I think it has done for the 
whole summer. On Monday there was, how- 
ever, the interruption of a smart shower, and 
more thunder than we have had in this neigh- 
bourhood for the whole year. The storm was 
preceded by a most noble solemn sky. The rain 
was not sufficient to do any hart, and I hope 
there is good reason to expect Uiat the harvest 
from these ripening days will prove much hap- 

• Wingham hciisp, tlicn the retJdence of Colonel and 
Airs. Cosnan, a respectable old mansion, once a college. It 
b non uninhabiled, end niti probably be loon taken down. 
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pier than there was before any appearance. 
Adieu, my dear friend, though my head will, in 
all probability, be always a worthless one ; my 
heart is ever most faithfully yours, &c. 
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